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Dear Aspirant,

I welcome you on behalf of the whole institute and thank 
you for showing your interest in us.

For years we have been educating young men and women 
who entered its community and attained their 
transformation into responsible citizens and leaders of 
corporations. By joining us, you are embarking on an 
education system that is meant to be transformative – 
academically, socially, and personally. “Excellence and 
Values” are our guiding principles which are reflected in 
every activity of the Institute.

Our Handbook plays a bigger role in many competitive and government exams. It 
holds the power of making or breaking your chance of success. Therefore, the 
candidates should cover Current Affairs thoroughly and smartly. Our Handbook is 
divided into different sections keeping in mind the need for various exams. 
Presentation of the given Current Affairs has been planned meticulously. It has 
been planned in such a way that it remains in the minds of readers for a longer 
duration.

Our mission is to provide a safe, secure environment in which every student will 
acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to become accomplished, productive 
members of the ever-changing, global community. Our faculty is a very dedicated 
group of individuals who continue to focus on providing the best possible 
instruction for our students.

Once again, welcome to our community of shared principles and values. Wish you 
happy, healthy, and fruitful years ahead.

Looking forward to welcoming you to the Institute.

VIJAY BASNET
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Nobel Prize 2022: All you need to know about
 
What is Nobel Prize? 
The Nobel Prize is a set of annual international 
awards bestowed in several categories by Swedish 
and Norwegian institutions in recognition of 
academic, cultural, or scientific advances. The will 
of the Swedish chemist, engineer and industrialist 
Alfred Nobel established the five Nobel prizes in 
1895. The prizes in Chemistry, Literature, Peace, 
Physics, and Physiology or Medicine were first 
awarded in 1901. In 1968, Sweden's central bank 
Sveriges Riksbank established the Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory 
of Alfred Nobel.  

 
Note 1: The prize is not awarded posthumously; 
however, if a person is awarded a prize and dies 
before receiving it, the prize may still be presented. 
 
Note 2: Prize may not be shared among more than 
three individuals, although the Nobel Peace Prize 
can be awarded to organizations of more than three 
people. 
 
 Awarded for: Outstanding contributions for 

humanity in chemistry, literature, peace, 
physics, physiology or medicine, and economic 
sciences  

 
 Country: Sweden (all prizes except the Peace 

Prize), Norway (Peace Prize only) 
 

 Presented by: Nobel Assembly at the 
Karolinska Institute (Physiology or Medicine), 
Norwegian Nobel Committee (Peace), Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences (Chemistry, 
Economic Sciences, Physics), Swedish 
Academy (Literature) 

 
 Reward(s) : The Nobel Prize amount for 2022 

is set at Swedish kronor (SEK) 10.0 million per 
full Nobel Prize. 

 
 
 

 
Q. Why are the individuals and organisations 
awarded a Nobel Prize called Nobel Prize 
laureates? 
 
A: The word “laureate” refers to being signified by 
the laurel wreath. In Greek mythology, the god 
Apollo is represented wearing a laurel wreath on his 
head. A laurel wreath is a circular crown made of 
branches and leaves of the bay laurel (in Latin: 
Laurus nobilis). In Ancient Greece, laurel wreaths 
were awarded to victors as a sign of honour – both 
in athletic competitions and in poetic meets. 
 
The Nobel Prize insignias 

 
At the Nobel Prize award ceremonies on 10 
December the Nobel Prize laureates receive three 
things: a Nobel Prize diploma, a Nobel Prize medal 
and a document confirming the Nobel Prize 
amount. Each Nobel Prize diploma is a unique 
work of art, created by foremost Swedish and 
Norwegian artists and calligraphers. The Nobel 
Prize medals are handmade with careful precision 
and in 18 carat recycled gold. 
 
The Nobel Prize medals in physics, chemistry, 
physiology or medicine and literature are identical 
on the face: it shows the image of Alfred Nobel and 
the years of his birth and death (1833-1896). 
Nobel’s portrait also appears on the Nobel Peace 
Prize medal and the medal for the prize in economic 
sciences, but with a slightly different design. The 
image on the reverse varies according to the 
institution awarding the prize. 
 

Nobel Prize 2022: All you need to know about
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Category Name Year Age 
Peace Malala Yousafzai 2014 17 

Physics William Lawrence 
Bragg 1915 25 

Physiology or 
Medicine Frederick Banting 1923 32 

Chemistry Frédéric Joliot 1935 35 
Literature Rudyard Kipling 1907 41 
Economic 
Sciences Kenneth J. Arrow 1972 51 

 
 
 

Category Name Year  Age  

Chemistry John B 
Goodenough 2019 97 

Physics Arthur Ashkin 2018 96 
Economic 
Sciences Leonid Hurwicz 2007 90 

Literature Doris Lessing 2007 88 
Physiology or 

Medicine Peyton Rous 1966 87 

Peace Joseph Rotblat 1995 87 
 
 
 
The Curies were a very successful ‘Nobel Prize 
family’. Marie Curie herself was awarded two 
Nobel Prizes. 

Married couples 
Marie Curie 
Pierre Curie 

Irène Joliot-Curie 
Frédéric Joliot 

Gerty Cori 
Carl Cori 

May-Britt Moser 
Edvard I. Moser 

Alva Myrdal 
Gunnar Myrdal 

Abhijit Banerjee 
Esther Duflo 

Mother & daughter 
Marie Curie 

Irène Joliot-Curie 
Father & daughter 

Pierre Curie 
Irène Joliot-Curie 

Father & son 

William Bragg 
Lawrence Bragg 

Niels Bohr 
Aage N. Bohr 

Hans von Euler-
Chelpin 

Ulf von Euler 
Arthur Kornberg 

Roger D. 
Kornberg 

Manne Siegbahn 
Kai M. Siegbahn 

J. J. Thomson 
George Paget 

Thomson 
Brothers 

Jan Tinbergen 
Nikolaas Tinbergen 

 
 
 
 

Name Category Year  

Marie Curie Physics 1903 
Chemistry 1911 

Linus Pauling Chemistry 1954 
Peace 1962 

John Bardeen Physics 1956 
Physics 1972 

Frederick Sanger Chemistry 1958 
Chemistry 1980 

 
 
 
Jean-Paul Sartre, awarded the 1964 Nobel Prize in 
Literature, declined the prize because he had 
consistently declined all official honours. 
Le Duc Tho, awarded the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize 
jointly with US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. 
They were awarded the Prize for negotiating the 
Vietnam peace accord. Le Doc Tho said that he was not 
in a position to accept the Nobel Peace Prize, citing the 
situation in Vietnam as his reason. 
 
 
 
Four Nobel Prize laureates have been forced by 
authorities to decline the Nobel Prize. Adolf Hitler 
forbade three German Nobel Prize laureates, Richard 
Kuhn, Adolf Butenandt and Gerhard Domagk, from 
accepting the Nobel Prize. All of them could later 
receive the Nobel Prize diploma and medal, but not the 
prize amount. 
Boris Pasternak, the 1958 Nobel Laureate in Literature, 
initially accepted the Nobel Prize but was later coerced 
by the authorities of the Soviet Union, his native 
country, to decline the Nobel Prize. 

The youngest Nobel Laureates 

Family Nobel Laureates 

Nobel Laureates who declined ever 

Laureates Who received prize 
more than Once 

The oldest Nobel Laureates 
 

Forced to decline the Nobel Prize 
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Nobel Peace Prize 

 
Awarded to: Ales Bialiatski, Center for Civil Liberties 
(Ukrainian NGO) & Memorial (Russian human rights 
organisation) 
For: An outstanding effort to document war crimes, 
human rights abuse and the abuse of power. Together 
they demonstrate the significance of civil society for 
peace and democracy. 
 
Nobel Literature Prize 

 
Awarded to: Annie Ernaux 
For: The courage and clinical acuity with which she 
uncovers the roots, estrangements and collective 
restraints of personal memory. 
 
Nobel Chemistry Prize 

 
Awarded to: Carolyn R. Bertozzi, Morten Meldal & 
K. Barry Sharpless 
For: To laid the foundation for a functional form of 
chemistry – click chemistry – in which molecular 
building blocks snap together quickly and efficiently 
and aslo taken click chemistry to a new dimension and 
started utilising it in living organisms. 
 

 
 
 

Nobel Physics Prize 

 
Awarded to: Alain Aspect, John F. Clauser & Anton 
Zeilinger 
For: Conducting groundbreaking experiments using 
entangled quantum states, where two particles behave 
like a single unit even when they are separated. Their 
results have cleared the way for new technology based 
upon quantum information. 
 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 

 
Awarded to: Svante Pääbo 
For: His discoveries concerning the genomes of 
extinct hominins and human evolution 
 
Nobel Prize in Economics 

 
Awarded to: Ben S. Bernanke, Douglas W. Diamond 
& Philip H. Dybvig 
For: Improving our understanding of the role of banks 
in the economy, particularly during financial crises, also 
an important finding in their research shows why 
avoiding bank collapses is vital. 
 

2022 Nobel Prize Winners 
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5G in India: How Next-Gen Technology changes life 
 
Mobile networks have seen a major transformation since 
the launch of the first-generation mobile services, which 
were capable of transmitting only voice calls. The 
current generation of mobile networks (fourth-
generation, or 4G) is adept in handling higher data 
speeds required for multimedia streaming, besides 
providing basic network operations like voice calls, 
messages and web browsing. However, with the 
changing connectivity needs, rising mobile data traffic 
and a new category of connected-ecosystem products, 
there is a need for yet newer generation of mobile 
network that can provide even higher data speeds at low 
latency and enhanced throughput to handle more 
simultaneous connections without causing disruptions. 
And, this is exactly what 5G telephony is all about. 
 
What is 5G? 

5G is the fifth-generation cellular network technology. 
It is designed to improve network connections by 
addressing the legacy issues of speed, latency and 
utility, which the earlier generations and the current 
generation of mobile networks could not address. 5G is 
promised to deliver data speed at a rate 100 times faster 
than 4G networks. The key feature is dramatically 
reduced latency of less than 1 millisecond (ms) from the 
present 50ms, along with a throughput up to 10 
gigabytes per second speed and an exponential increase 
in the number of connections. 
 
Roll out in India 
Globally, 5G network deployment is rapidly moving 
from trials to early commercialisation. In India, network 
operators like Airtel, Vodafone Idea, Reliance Jio, etc, 
have already partnered with vendors like Ericsson, 
Huawei and Samsung for planned trials sometime by the 
end of this year, before the service’s forecast 
commercial rollout in 2020. The following 
developments have taken place in India on the 5G front: 
 

1. Bharti Airtel and Huawei have successfully 
conducted India’s first 5G network trial under a test 
setup at Airtel’s network experience centre in Manesar, 
Gurgaon, achieving a user throughput of more than 3 
Gbps. Bharti Airtel has signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with Nokia and Ericsson to 
support the company in its preparations for 5G rollout. 
2. Vodafone Idea has also proposed 5G trials with 
multiple vendors, including Huawei and Ericsson. 
3. Samsung conducted 5G field trials in New Delhi in 
2019, and is working closely with the DoT. The 
company is also likely to be one of Reliance Jio's 
partners for its 5G field trials. 
4. BSNL has signed an MoU with Ciena to conduct field 
trials with the goal of a commercial launch by 2020. 
Ciena and BSNL intend to jointly evaluate fronthaul, 
midhaul and backhaul transport-based use cases and 
scenarios to address resilience requirements and latency 
concerns. 
 
5G SPECTRUM AUCTION 
Indias biggest ever spectrum auction ended, with bids 
upwards of Rs 1.5 lakh crore coming in after seven days 
of bidding spread over 40 rounds.  
 Reliance Jio hit a masterstroke as it purchased the 

largest amount of 5G spectrum. Its stake in the total 
spectrum auction added to more than 50 per cent. 
Reliance Jio acquired spectrum in the 700MHz, 
800MHz, 1800MHz, 3300MHz, and 26GHz bands 
aggregating Rs 88,078 crore. 

 The countrys second-largest telco, Bharti Airtel, 
shelled out Rs 43,084 crore to acquire a total of 19.8 
GHz of spectrum in the 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 
MHz, 3300 MHz and 26 GHz bands. 

 Vodafone Idea spent Rs 18,799 crore and bid for the 
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300 MHz and 
26 GHz bands, acquiring a total of 6,228 MHz of 
airwaves. 

 The fourth applicant, Adani Data Networks 
Limited, a subsidiary of the Adani Group that had 
applied to participate in the auction amid a chorus 
of disruption in the telecom sector, acquired 
spectrum only in the 26 GHz band and spent Rs 212 
crore. 

Note: It is an important milestone for India that the 
spectrum's latest generation 5G network will be made 
available to the citizens with the equipment designed in 
India. 

5G in India: How Next-Gen Technology changes life
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Aatmanirbhar in Defence Production: Where India stands among Indo-
Pacific nations 

India ranks fourth among 12 Indo-Pacific nations in 
self-reliant arms production capabilities, according to a 
study released by the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), a widely respected 
independent resource on global security. China tops the 
list, Japan is second, South Korea is in third place, and 
Pakistan is at number 8. 
 
The study, which measures self-reliance until 2020, is 
based on three indicators of self-reliance in each 
country: 
* Arms procurement — imports, licensed and domestic 
production as a proportion of the government’s total 
procurement of major conventional arms; 
* Arms industry — the study presents the five largest 
arms companies in each country, where data are 
available, ranked by sales of arms and military services 
in 2020 to both domestic and export customers; 
* Uncrewed maritime vehicles, the sea equivalent of 
drones — covering both uncrewed surface vehicles 
(USVs) and uncrewed underwater vehicles (UUVs), 
meant to provide a qualitative understanding of how 
countries are engaging domestic research institutes and 
firms to produce such cutting edge systems. 

 

The study’s choice of maritime domain was because the 
Indo-Pacific region is a “maritime theatre”, and most of 
its flashpoints involve navies. The 12 countries in the 
study were selected because they have the highest 
military spending in the region — Australia, China, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. 
 
What is SIPRI? 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) is an international institute based in Stockholm. 
It was founded in 1966 and provides data, analysis and 
recommendations for armed conflict, military 
expenditure and arms trade as well as disarmament and 
arms control. The research is based on open sources and 
is directed to decision-makers, researchers, media and 
the interested public. SIPRI's financial support is 
primarily drawn from governments and independent 
philanthropic organisations around the world. SIPRI 
also receives annual support from the Swedish 
government in the form of a core grant approved by the 
Swedish parliament. 
 Formation: 6 May 1966 
 Founders: Tage Erlander, Alva Myrdal 
 Headquarters: Solna 
 Chair: Stefan Löfven 
 Director: Dan Smith 
 
According to the study, China was the world’s fifth 
largest arms importer in 2016-20. Its self-reliance 
policies, and its high economic growth in that period 
meant that the Chinese arms industry now increasingly 
fulfills the requirements of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). Its high volume of imports in absolute 

Aatmanirbhar in Defence Production: Where India stands among
Indo-Pacific nations 
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terms accounts for only 8 per cent of total procurement 
for the period, the lowest share for any of the 12 
governments studied in this report. China’s arms 
industry primarily involves nine large state-owned 
enterprises (SOEs). All eight companies for which data 
are available are in the top 100, with four in the top 10 
in 2020. Four are dominant in the aerospace and aviation 
sectors, two in land systems, one in electronics, one in 
shipbuilding, and one in nuclear power. The PLA is the 
main customer for the arms companies. China also has 
17 ongoing projects, in collaboration with universities 
and other agencies to develop “long-range precision, 
intelligent, stealthy or unmanned weaponry and 
equipment”. 

 
India is ranked as the second largest importer of arms 
for its armed forces in 2016-20. India is highly 
dependent on imports of complete foreign major arms, 
including many produced under licence or as 
components for its domestic production. Of India’s total 
volume of procurement in 2016–20, 84 per cent was of 
foreign origin. Domestic arms companies provide only 
16 per cent of its total procurement. According to the 
study, the significant arms sales of local firms and the 

high level of licensed production push India to fourth 
position in the list. Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd, Indian 
Ordnance Factories, Bharat Electronics, Mazagaon 
Docks and Cochin Shipyard are among the major Indian 
arms servicing companies. Ashok Leyland, one of the 
largest suppliers of trucks to the Indian Army, is the only 
company ranked in the top 50 in the Indo-Pacific. India 
has seven Uncrewed Maritime Vessel projects ongoing. 
In the private sector, Larsen & Toubro has been 
developing AUV prototypes on its own and in 
collaboration with foreign partners, such as Italy’s 
EdgeLab, while DRDO and the Central Mechanical 
Engineering Research Institute have been considering 
development of AUV prototypes. 
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Lumpy Skin Disease: All you need to know about 

 
What is lumpy skin disease? 
Lumpy skin disease is caused by the lumpy skin disease 
virus (LSDV), which belongs to the genus 
capripoxvirus, a part of the poxviridae family (smallpox 
and monkeypox viruses are also a part of the same 
family). The LSDV shares antigenic similarities with 
the sheeppox virus (SPPV) and the goatpox virus 
(GTPV) or is similar in the immune response to those 
viruses. It is not a zoonotic virus, meaning the disease 
cannot spread to humans. It is a contagious vector-
borne disease spread by vectors like mosquitoes, some 
biting flies, and ticks and usually affects host animals 
like cows and water buffaloes.  
 
How it Spreads? 

According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), infected animals shed the virus 
through oral and nasal secretions which may 

contaminate common feeding and water troughs. Thus, 
the disease can either spread through direct contact with 
the vectors or through contaminated fodder and water. 
Studies have also shown that it can spread through 
animal semen during artificial insemination. 
 
Symptoms: 
LSD affects the lymph nodes of the infected animal, 
causing the nodes to enlarge and appear like lumps on 
the skin, which is where it derives its name from. The 
cutaneous nodules, 2–5 cm in diameter, appear on the 
infected cattle’s head, neck, limbs, udder, genitalia, and 
perineum. The nodules may later turn into ulcers and 
eventually develop scabs over the skin. The other 
symptoms include high fever, sharp drop in milk yield, 
discharge from the eyes and nose, salivation, loss of 
appetite, depression, damaged hides, emaciation 
(thinness or weakness) of animals, infertility and 
abortions. The incubation period or the time between 
infection and symptoms is about 28 days according to 
the FAO, and 4 to 14 days according to some other 
estimates. 
 
Have Lumpy Skin Disease outbreaks occurred 
earlier? Are humans at risk? 
This is not the first time LSD has been detected in India. 
The disease has been endemic in most African 
countries, and since 2012 it has spread rapidly through 
the Middle East, Southeast Europe and West and 
Central Asia. Since 2019, several outbreaks of LSD 
have been reported in Asia. In May this year, Pakistan’s 
Punjab also reported the deaths of over 300 cows due to 
LSD. 

Lumpy Skin Disease: All you need to know about
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Is it safe to consume the milk of affected cattle? 
Studies say that it has not been possible to ascertain the 
presence of viable and infectious LSDV virus in milk 
derived from the infected animal. FAO notes, however, 
that a large portion of the milk in Asia is processed after 
collection and is either pasteurised or boiled or dried in 
order to make milk powder. This process ensures that 
the virus is inactivated or destroyed. However, experts 
told that it is safe to consume milk from cattle infected 
by Lumpy Skin Disease, as it is a non-zoonotic disease. 
 
Economic implications: 
The spread of the disease can lead to “substantial” and 
“severe” economic losses according to FAO and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). The 
disease leads to reduced milk production as the animal 
becomes weak and also loses appetite due to mouth 
ulceration. The income losses can also be due to poor 
growth, reduced draught power capacity and 
reproductive problems associated with abortions, 
infertility and lack of semen for artificial insemination. 
Movement and trade bans after infection also put an 
economic strain on the whole value chain. 
 
India and its current Spread situation 

The current outbreak in India has emerged as a 
challenge for the dairy sector. India is the world’s 
largest milk producer at about 210 million tonnes 
annually. India also has the largest headcount of cattle 

and buffalo worldwide. The virus has infected over 16 
lakh cattle in 197 districts as of September 11. Of the 
nearly 75,000 cattle that the disease has killed, more 
than 50,000 deaths, mostly cows, have been reported 
from Rajasthan. 
 
Measures taken 
The Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying informed that the ‘Goat Pox Vaccine’ is 
“very effective” against LSD and is being used across 
affected States to contain the spread. 
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NASA's Artemis 1 mission to Moon: All you need to know 

NASA’s Artemis 1 mission is poised to take a key step toward returning humans to the Moon after a half-century 
hiatus. The spacecraft is scheduled to travel to the Moon, deploy some small satellites and then settle into orbit. 
NASA aims to practice operating the spacecraft, test the conditions crews will experience on and around the Moon, 
and assure everyone that the spacecraft and any occupants can safely return to Earth. 
 
What’s the goal of the Artemis project?  

 
The mission is a first step toward Artemis 3, which is going to result in the first human missions to the Moon in the 
21st century and the first since 1972. Artemis 1 is an uncrewed test flight. Artemis 2, which is scheduled to launch 
a few years after that, will have astronauts on board. It, too, will be an orbital mission, very much like Apollo 8, 
which circled the Moon and came back home. The astronauts will spend a longer time orbiting the Moon and will 
test everything with a human crew. And, finally, that will lead to a journey to the surface of the Moon in which 
Artemis 3 – sometime mid-decade – will rendezvous with the SpaceX Starship and transfer crew. Orion will remain 

NASA’s Artemis 1 mission to Moon: All you need to know
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in orbit, and the lunar Starship will take the astronauts to the surface. They will go to the south pole of the Moon to 
look at an area scientists haven’t explored before to investigate the water ice there. 
 
How does Artemis 1 differ from the other rockets being launched routinely? 
Artemis 1 is going to be the first flight of the new Space Launch System. This is a “heavy lift” vehicle, as NASA 
refers to it. It will be the most powerful rocket engine ever flown to space, even more powerful than Apollo’s Saturn 
V system that took astronauts to the Moon in the 1960s and ‘70s. It’s a new type of rocket system, because it has 
both a combination of liquid oxygen and hydrogen main engines and two strap-on solid rocket boosters derived 
from the space shuttle. It’s really a hybrid between the space shuttle and Apollo’s Saturn V rocket. This mission is 
also going to carry a series of small satellites that will be placed in orbit of the Moon. Those will do some useful 
precursor science, everything from looking further into the permanently shadowed craters where scientists think 
there is water to just doing more measurements of the radiation environment, seeing what the effects will be on 
humans for long-term exposure. 
 
Artemis is reminiscent of Apollo. What has changed in the past half-century? 
The reason for Apollo that Kennedy envisioned initially was to beat the Soviet Union to the Moon. The 
administration didn’t particularly care about space travel, or about the Moon itself, but it represented an audacious 
goal that would clearly put America first in terms of space and technology. 
However the Artemis program is driven by a number of different goals. It includes in situ resource utilization, which 
means using resources at hand like water ice and lunar soil to produce food, fuel and building materials. The 
program is also helping to establish a lunar and space economy, starting with entrepreneurs, because SpaceX is very 
much part of this first mission to the surface of the Moon. NASA doesn’t own the Starship but is buying seats to 
allow astronauts to go to the surface. SpaceX will then use the Starship for other purposes – to transport other 
payloads, private astronauts and astronauts from other countries. 
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What is NAFIS? Explained 
 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the 
National Automated Fingerprint Identification System 
(NAFIS) in New Delhi. NAFIS, which was developed 
by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), would 
help in the quick and easy disposal of cases with the 
help of a centralised fingerprint database. In April this 
year, Madhya Pradesh became the first state in the 
country to identify a deceased person through NAFIS. 
 
What is NAFIS? 

NAFIS is the national database of fingerprints from all 
states and union territories and is a central information 
repository to identify criminals using this fingerprint 
and palm print data. It can serve as a game-changer for 
fingerprint experts and law enforcing agencies while 
they investigate crimes and criminals. The national-
level NAFIS solution would be implemented and 
managed by the Central Fingerprint Bureau (CFPB) at 
NCRB.  
 
How does it help criminal investigations? 

In simplest terms, NAFIS is like giving a unique 
identity card for criminals. Fingerprint of every 
criminal registered in the system is given a unique 
fingerprint reference number which is a 10-digit 
National Fingerprint Number (NFN) and is valid for the 
person's lifetime. SO simply put, every time an FIR is 

registered against a person in any state, it would be 
linked to his/her unique NFN. The first two digits of the 
ID will be the state code, followed by a sequence 
number. So with the help of NAFIS, crimes committed 
in one state by a criminal can be tracked in any part of 
the country. 
 
The history of Fingerprint science in India: 
While NAFIS is a new technology, India is not new to 
fingerprinting science in criminal investigations. Sir 
William James Herschel, a British ICS officer in India, 
used fingerprints for identification on contracts and was 
one of the first to advocate for the use of fingerprinting 
in criminal suspect identification. He used thumbprints 
on papers as a security measure to prevent signature 
repudiation. He was the first person to use Hand Prints/ 
Finger Prints officially and published an account of his 
work entitled 'The Origin of Fingerprinting'. 
 
India, First Country to Establish Finger Print 
Bureau 
Later, Dr Henry Faulds discovered that there are no two 
fingerprints are alike while giving the idea of tracing a 
criminal from the latent prints found at the scene of 
crime. Based on the idea of Herschel and Faulds, Sir 
Francis Galton, the renowned English Scientist 
established scientifically the basic principles of 
uniqueness and permanency in Finger Prints. It was 
then that Sir Edward Richard Henry, the Inspector 
General of Police, Lower Bengal with the able 
assistance of two Indian officers namely, Khan Bahadur 
Azizul Haque and Rai Bahadur Hemchandra Bose, 
developed a system of classification of fingerprints, 
thereby discarding the anthropometric system of 
identification. 
 
Note: The first ever Finger Print Bureau in the world 
was established at Writer's Building at Calcutta (now 
Kolkata) in the year 1897. 
 
The Central Finger Print Bureau better known by 
acronym, CFPB came into being in 1955 in Calcutta 
(now Kolkata) under the administrative control of the 
Intelligence Bureau. In 1973 the administrative control 
was transferred to CBI and it was in July, 1986 that the 
CFPB was finally placed under the administrative 
control of the newly formed National Crime Records 
Bureau. 

What is NAFIS? Explained
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Operation Polo: Annexation of Hyderabad 
 
The State of Hyderabad which was under the Nizam's 
rule was annexed into the Union of India after a police 
action codenamed 'Operation Polo' that culminated on 
September 17, 1948. The operation Polo was 
terminated after the Indian Army accepted the 
surrender of the Nizam of Hyderabad's army. The 
Nizam was not interested in forging connections with 
India, which implied he had other ideas in mind. As a 
result, Sardar Patel put up an inquiry team to find out 
what the Nizam was up to. i.e. Hyderabad was friendly 
with Pakistan yet opposed to India. Subsequently, the 
Nizam of Hyderabad, Mir Usman Ali, signed an 
instrument of accession, joining India. According to the 
records maintained by the Indian Army, General 
Chaudhari led an armoured column into Hyderabad at 
around 4 p.m. on 18 September and the Hyderabad 
army, led by Major General El Edroos, surrendered. 
 
What was the "Operation Polo"? 

Before 1947, all the princely states in India were 
governed by their rulers, but they were under a 
subsidiary alliance system with the Britishers. The 
Britishers controlled the external affairs of the princely 
states. During the independence of India in 1947, the 
British signed the Indian Independence Act 1947, 
abandoning the subsidiary alliances and leaving the 
princely states on their own. They could join India or 
Pakistan or choose to stay independent. Hyderabad was 
under the rule of Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan. He 
presided over a predominantly Hindu population and 
chose to stay independent. 
 
By September 1948, almost all the princely states had 
decided to either join India or Pakistan. Hyderabad had 
chosen to stay independent. Things were made more 
complicated by the presence of a paramilitary force 
called the Razakars in Hyderabad, besides a communist 
rebellion in the rural Telangana region. The Razakars 
were led by Qasim Rizvi, and wanted to maintain  

 
Muslim rule over the state. As they started committing 
atrocities in the state, the Indian Army marched in. This 
was referred to as Police action.  

 
According to a report, there were rumours that 
Hyderabad was arming itself to support from the 
Portuguese administration in Goa and Pakistan. It led to 
communal clashes and added to tensions. Goa was still 
under the control of the Portuguese, and India did not 
want Hyderabad to align with Pakistan. On September 
13, 1948, launched "Operation Polo", also called 
"Operation Caterpillar '' to liberate Hyderabad. Then 
home minister Vallabbhai Patel described the idea of 
independent Hyderabad as "an ulcer in the heart of 
India which needed to be removed surgically". In a war 
that lasted for five days, the Indian Army took over the 
powerful state of Hyderabad. Over 36,000 troops 
entered Hyderabad. Around 32 were killed and 97 
injured on the Indian side. In Hyderabad, 490 were 
killed and 122 wounded. Finally, on September 17, 
1948, nearly 13 months after India gained 
independence, the people and the state of Hyderabad 
were integrated with India. At 5 PM, the Nizam ordered 
a ceasefire and signed the instrument of accession with 
the government of India. It has been a part of India 
since. The Indian Army stayed in Hyderabad till 1951, 
when the Communist Party of India ended the rebellion 
and chose to join mainstream politics. 

 

Operation Polo: Annexation of Hyderabad
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Commonwealth Games XXII: Birmingham 2022 

 
After the Tokyo Olympics, where India won an unprecedented seven medals, expectations from the country's 2022 
Commonwealth Games contingent were naturally high. Traditionally, India wins truckloads of medals at the CWG. 
Before Birmingham 2022, the anticipation of medals was there, but not a deluge. The absence of shooting, a sport 
where India dominates at the CWG stage, meant the general perception was that the final medal tally will drop 
drastically. Star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra being ruled out due to a groin injury, just two days before the 
Opening Ceremony, was a massive dampener. In India, the excitement for the Games had diminished somewhat. 
In 2018, India's tally of 66 medals had 16 from shooting, including seven gold. So many thought it'll be difficult for 
India to cross the 50-medal mark at Birmingham 2022. The Indian contingent to Birmingham had other thoughts 
though. The wrestlers, the paddlers, the boxers, the lifters, the shuttlers, the judokas, the track and field athletes, 
and not to forget the Lawn Bowls men and women's team, and the women's cricket team, who raised their game 
and brought glory to the country, as India finished 2022 CWG with a haul of 61 medals including 22 gold. 
Commonwealth Games 
The Commonwealth Games, often referred to as the Friendly Games, is a quadrennial international multi-sport 
event among athletes from the Commonwealth of Nations. The event was first held in 1930, and, with the exception 
of 1942 and 1946 (cancelled due to World War II), have successively run every four years since. The Games were 
called the British Empire Games from 1930 to 1950, the British Empire and Commonwealth Games from 1954 to 
1966, and British Commonwealth Games from 1970 to 1974. Athletes with a disability are included as full members 
of their national teams since 2002, making the Commonwealth Games the first fully inclusive international multi-
sport event. In 2018, the Games became the first global multi-sport event to feature an equal number of men's and 
women's medal events and four years later they are the first global multi-sport event to have more events for women 
than men. 
Paraplegic Games 

The Commonwealth Paraplegic Games were an international, multi-sport event involving athletes with a disability 
from the Commonwealth countries. The event was sometimes referred to as the Paraplegic Empire Games and 

Commonwealth Games XXII: Birmingham 2022
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British Commonwealth Paraplegic Games. Athletes were generally those with spinal injuries or polio. The event 
was first held in 1962 and disestablished in 1974. The Games were held in the country hosting the Commonwealth 
Games for able-bodied athletes.  
Commonwealth Games Federation 
The Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) is the international organisation responsible for the direction and 
control of the Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth Youth Games, and is the foremost authority in matters 
relating to the games. The Commonwealth House in London, England hosts the headquarters of CGF. The 
Commonwealth House also hosts the headquarters of the Royal Commonwealth Society and the Commonwealth 
Local Government Forum. 
Commonwealth sports 
There are a total of 23 sports (with three multi-disciplinary sports) and a further seven para-sports which are 
approved by the Commonwealth Games Federation. Core sports must be included in each program. Several optional 
sports may be picked by the host nation, which may consist of some team sports such as basketball. 
Note: Only six teams have attended every Commonwealth Games: Australia, Canada, England, New Zealand, 
Scotland, and Wales. Australia has been the highest scoring team for thirteen games, England for seven, and Canada 
for one. 
 

CWG 2022: Emblem, Sponsor & Mascot 
Emblem 
The official emblem was unveiled on 27 July 2019 at Centenary Square during the 
Commonwealth Social festival. It was designed by local agency RBL, based in Royal 
Leamington Spa, and is a jagged, triangular "B" shape formed by blue-yellow gradient lines 
representing the key venues of the Games in the West Midlands. The emblem is also the first 
to use the new branding for the CGF, as "Commonwealth Sport". It received a mainly positive 
reaction from locals in the city and on social media and some compared it to the emblem for 
the 2012 Summer Olympics and Paralympics. 
Sponsors 
The official partners of the 2022 Commonwealth Games were Longines, University of 
Birmingham, E.ON, Chase, Severn Trent and Dettol. 
Mascot  
The official mascot for the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games is Perry, a multi-
coloured bull. Perry is named after an area of Birmingham, Perry Barr, within which Perry 
Park and the main athletics stadium, the Alexander Stadium, are located. The bull has a long 
history with being a symbol of Birmingham and was positively received by the public on 
launch. Perry was designed by ten-year-old Emma Lou from Bolton. 
 

 
Indian's performance in CWG 2022 

Team India finished fourth on the medals tally, behind Australia (178 medals), England (176 medals) and Canada 
(92 medals). Overall, Indian athletes won 22 gold, 16 silver and 23 bronze medals, for a total of 61 medals. The 
final count is just 5 medals less than what India won at CWG 2018 (66 medals), and that is quite an achievement 
considering there was no shooting at the Games in Birmingham this time. In 2018, shooting had contributed as 
many as 16 medals to India's final tally of 66 medals. Traditionally, shooting is a big medal earner for India at multi-
discipline tournaments, especially at the Commonwealth Games, and had it been part of the Birmingham 
programme, India would have finished with many more medals. 

MEDAL WON ATHLETE SPORT EVENT 

Gold Saikhom Mirabai Chanu Weightlifting Women's 49 Kg 

Silver Sanket Sargar Weightlifting Men's 55 Kg 
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Silver Bindyarani Devi Weightlifting Women's 55 Kg 

Bronze Gururaja Poojary Weightlifting Men's 61 Kg 

Gold Jeremy Lalrinnunga Weightlifting Men's 67 Kg 

Gold Achinta Sheuli Weightlifting Men's 73 Kg 

Silver Sushila Likmabam Judo Women's 48 Kg 

Bronze Vijay Yadav Judo Men's 60 Kg 

Bronze Harjinder Kaur Weightlifting Women's 71 Kg 

Gold Rupa/Lovely/Nayanmoni/Pinki Lawn Bowls Women's fours 

Gold Sharath/Harmeet/Sathiyan/Sanil TT Men's team 

Silver Vikas Thakur Weightlifting Men's 96 Kg 

Silver Team India Badminton Mixed Team 

Silver Tulika Mann Judo Women's +78 Kg 

Bronze Lovepreet Singh Weightlifting Men's 109 Kg 

Bronze Saurav Ghosal Squash Men's singles 

Bronze Gurpreet Singh Weightlifting Men's +109 Kg 

Bronze Tejaswin Shankar Athletics High Jump 

Gold Sudhir Para-powerlifting Men's Heavyweight 

Silver Murali Sreeshankar Athletics Long Jump 

Gold Bajrang Punia Wrestling Men's Freestyle 65 Kg 

Gold Sakshi Malik Wrestling Women's Freestyle 62 Kg 

Gold Deepak Punia Wrestling Men's Freestyle 86 Kg 

Silver Anshu Malik Wrestling Women's 57 Kg 

Bronze Divya Kakran Wrestling Women's 68 Kg 

Bronze Mohit Grewal Wrestling Men's 125 Kg 

Gold Ravi Dahiya Wrestling Men's Freestyle 57kg 

Gold Vinesh Phogat Wrestling Women's Freestyle 53 kg 

Gold Naveen Kumar Wrestling Men's Freestyle 74 kg 

Gold Bhavina Patel Para-TT Women's singles C3-5 

Silver Priyanka Goswami Athletics Women's 10,000m race walk 

Silver Avinash Sable Athletics Men's 3000m Steeplechase 
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Silver Sunil/Navneet/Chandan/Dinesh Lawn Bowls Men's Fours 

Bronze Jasmine Lamboria Boxing Women's Lightweight 

Bronze Pooja Gehlot Wrestling Women's Freestyle 50 kg 

Bronze Pooja Sihag Wrestling Women's Freestyle 76 kg 

Bronze Mohammad Hussamuddin Boxing Men's Featherweight 

Bronze Deepak Nehra Wrestling Men's Freestyle 97 kg 

Bronze Sonalben Patel Para-TT Women's singles C3-5 

Bronze Rohit Tokas Boxing Men's Welterweight 

Gold Nitu Ghanghas Boxing Women's 48kg 

Gold Amit Panghal Boxing Men's 51kg 

Gold Nikhat Zareen Boxing Women's 50kg 

Gold Eldhose paul Athletics Men's Triple Jump 

Gold Sharath/Sreeja TT Mixed Doubles 

Silver Abdulla Aboobacker Athletics Men's Triple Jump 

Silver Sharath/Sathiyan TT Men's Doubles 

Silver Women's Team Cricket T20 Cricket 

Silver Sagar Ahlawat Boxing Men's +92kg 

Bronze Women's Team Hockey Women's Hockey 

Bronze Sandeep Kumar Athletics Men's 10000m Race Walk 

Bronze Annu Rani Athletics Women's Javelin Throw 

Bronze Saurav/Dipika Squash Mixed Doubles 

Bronze Kidambi Srikanth Badminton Men's Singles 

Bronze Gayatri/Treesa Badminton Women's Doubles 

Gold PV Sindhu Badminton Women's Singles 

Gold Lakshya Sen Badminton Men's Singles 

Gold Chirag/Satwik Badminton Men's Doubles 

Gold Sharath Kamal TT Men's Singles 

Silver Men's Team Hockey Men's Hockey 

Bronze Sathiyan Gnanasekaran TT Men's Singles 
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Sport-wise break-up of medals won by India at CWG 2022: 
 

SPORT GOLD SILVER BRONZE TOTAL 

Wrestling 6 1 5 12 

TT 4 1 2 7 

Weightlifting 3 3 4 10 

Boxing 3 1 3 7 

Badminton 3 1 2 6 

Athletics 1 4 3 8 

Lawn Bowls 1 1 - 2 

Para Powerlifting 1 - - 1 

Judo - 2 1 3 

Hockey - 1 1 2 

Cricket - 1 - 1 

Squash - - 2 2 
 

Commonwealth Games 2022 Medals Tally: Top 10 Nations 
Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total 

1 Australia 67 57 54 178 

2 England 56 65 53 175 

3 Canada 26 32 34 92 

4 India 22 16 23 61 

5 New Zealand 20 12 17 49 

6 Scotland 13 11 27 51 

7 Nigeria 12 9 14 35 

8 Wales 8 6 14 28 

9 South Africa 7 9 11 27 

10 Northern Ireland 7 7 4 18 
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China and Taiwan: Why Relations Are So Tense 

 
China has held its biggest-ever show of military force in 
the air and seas around Taiwan, including the firing of 
ballistic missiles. The military exercises followed a visit 
to the island by the Speaker of the US House of 
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi. China sees Taiwan as a 
breakaway province that will eventually be under 
Beijing's control again. However, the self-ruled island 
sees itself as distinct from the mainland, with its own 
constitution and democratically-elected leaders.  
 
Where is Taiwan? 

 
 
Taiwan is an island, roughly 100 miles from the coast of 
south east China. It sits in the so-called "first island 
chain", which includes a list of US-friendly territories 
that are crucial to US foreign policy. If China was to 
take over Taiwan, some western experts suggest it could 
be freer to project power in the western Pacific region 
and could possibly even threaten US military bases as 
far away as Guam and Hawaii. But China insists that its 
intentions are purely peaceful. 

Has Taiwan always been separate from China? 

Historical sources suggest that the island first came 
under full Chinese control in the 17th Century when the 
Qing dynasty began administering it. Then, in 1895, 
they gave up the island to Japan after losing the first 
Sino Japanese war. China took the island again in 1945 
after Japan lost World War Two. But a civil war erupted 
in mainland China between nationalist government 
forces led by Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Zedong's 
Communist Party. The communists won in 1949 and 
took control in Beijing. Chiang Kai-shek and what was 
left of the nationalist party - known as the Kuomintang 
- fled to Taiwan, where they ruled for the next several 
decades. China points to this history to say that Taiwan 
was originally a Chinese province. But the Taiwanese 
point to the same history to argue that they were never 
part of the modern Chinese state that was first formed 
after the revolution in 1911 - or the People's Republic of 
China that was established under Mao in 1949. The 
Kuomintang has been one of Taiwan's most prominent 
political parties ever since - ruling the island for a 
significant part of its history. Currently, only 13 
countries (plus the Vatican) recognise Taiwan as a 
sovereign country. China exerts considerable diplomatic 

China and Taiwan: Why Relations Are So Tense
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pressure on other countries not to recognise Taiwan, or 
to do anything which implies recognition. 
 
Is the situation getting worse? 

Relations between Taiwan and China appear to have 
deteriorated sharply following Ms Pelosi's visit, which 
Beijing condemned as "extremely dangerous". China's 
military exercises focused on six danger zones around 
Taiwan, three of which overlap the island's territorial 
waters. Taiwan says the move, which forced ships and 
planes to find routes around those areas, violated its 
sovereignty and amounted to a blockade. Tensions 
between China and Taiwan had already been increasing. 
In 2021, China appeared to ramp up pressure by sending 
military aircraft into Taiwan's Air Defence Zone, a self-
declared area where foreign aircraft are identified, 
monitored, and controlled in the interests of national 
security.  

 

Why is Taiwan important for the rest of the 
world? 

Taiwan's economy is hugely important. Much of the 
world's everyday electronic equipment - from phones to 
laptops, watches and games consoles - is powered by 
computer chips made in Taiwan. A single Taiwanese 
company - the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Company or TSMC - has over half of the world's 
market. TSMC is a so-called "foundry" - a company 
which makes chips designed by consumer and military 
customers. It is a vast industry, worth almost $100bn 
(£73bn) in 2021. A Chinese takeover in Taiwan could 
give Beijing some control over one of the world's most 
important industries. 
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What FIFA suspension means for AIFF and Indian football: Explained 

Should the ban continue, India cannot host the FIFA U-
17 Women's World Cup which is scheduled to 
commence on October 11 later this year. Luckily for 
India, FIFA has not yet announced an alternative host, 
providing the country with some hope. Indian teams, 
both representing clubs and country, are not allowed to 
take part in any international competition. Gokulam 
Kerala FC are currently in Tashkent for the AFC 
Women's Club Championship and have been told they 
cannot take part. Kerala Blasters are having their pre-
season in UAE and have lined-up friendlies, first of 
which is on August 20. 
 
Note: There will be no development grants from FIFA 
to India. Domestic leagues and competitions can 
continue but no new foreign players can be registered 
since the system is frozen, till the ban is lifted. 
 
HOW CAN INDIA GET BACK TO 
NORMALCY? 
FIFA's first condition for normalcy is repeal of the 
Committee of Administrators (CoA) mandate in full. 
The CoA was appointed by the Supreme Court on May 
18, 2022 to finalise the constitution and hold elections. 
The AIFF administration has to be fully in charge of the 
AIFF's daily affairs. The AIFF constitution needs to be 
revised in accordance with the requirements of FIFA-
AFC and approved by the AIFF general assembly 
without interference from any third party which includes 
Supreme Court, CoA and government. Concurrently, an 

independent electoral committee needs to be elected by 
the AIFF general assembly to run the elections of a new 
executive committee. FIFA has asked AIFF to hold 
elections based on the pre-existing membership 
structure of AIFF which means only state associations 
can vote, and not eminent players as suggested by the 
Supreme Court. 
 
What is FIFA? 
FIFA is an international governing body of association 
football, beach football and futsal. It was founded in 
1904 to oversee international competition among the 
national associations of Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 
 President: Gianni Infantino 
 Founded: 21 May 1904 
 Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 
 Subsidiaries: Confederation of African Football, 

U.S. Soccer, Early Warning System GmbH 
 
What is AFC? 
The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) is a governing 
body of association football, beach soccer, and futsal in 
some countries/territories in Asia and Oceania. It has 47 
member countries most of which are located in Asia. 
Australia, formerly in OFC, joined AFC in 2006. 
 Headquarters: Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia 
 President: Salman bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa 

What FIFA suspension means for AIFF and Indian football: Explained
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 Founded: 8 May 1954 
 Membership: 47 member associations 
 Parent organization: FIFA 
 
What is AIFF? 
The All India Football Federation, simply known as the 
AIFF, is the governing body of football in India under 
jurisdiction of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
Government of India. The AIFF is also part of the South 
Asian Football Federation, the organization that runs 
football in South Asia.  
 Founded: 23 June 1937 
 Headquarters: Dwarka, Delhi 
 FIFA affiliation: 1948 
 AFC affiliation: 1954 
 SAFF affiliation: 1997 
 
WHY IS INDIAN FOOTBALL IN SUCH A 
MESS? 
Elections to the AIFF were due in December 2020, but 
the Praful Patel-led committee dragged its feet, citing a 
pending case in the Supreme Court. It was only on May 
12, almost 18 months later, that the apex court agreed to 
look into the illegal continuation of Patel as president. 
On May 18, 2022, the Supreme Court removed AIFF 
president Praful Patel and his executive committee, 
whose tenure ended in December 2020. The apex court 
appointed a three-member CoA to finalise the 
constitution and hold elections. FIFA does not allow 
third-party interference, but instead of an immediate ban 
FIFA-AFC sent a high-profile joint team to India for 
talks with all stakeholders from June 21 to June 23. 
Roadmaps were agreed, timelines set. The first was to 
finalise the Constitution by July 31 and approve it by the 
first week of August. The deadline to hold elections and 
have a new democratically elected executive committee 
of AIFF was September 15. The July 31 deadline was 
missed by CoA. On August 3, the Supreme Court 
ordered elections, without the draft constitution being 
finalised. The apex court also provided voting rights to 
36 former players, a clear violation of FIFA Statutes. On 
August 5, FIFA asked some tough questions to AIFF 
and made its displeasure known that there were 
"deviations in agreed roadmap." In reply to FIFA, CoA 
said "perhaps the correct position has not been placed 
before you by whoever gave you the information 
regarding the hearing." 

WHY IS FIFA ANGRY? 
 FIFA is not against inclusion of individual players 

in the executive committee as co-opted members 
but said giving voting rights to 36 players 
undermines state associations who also have a vote 
each. Individual members are against FIFA 
Statutes. 

 Other objection from FIFA includes a clause in the 
draft constitution that officials cannot hold 
simultaneous posts in AIFF and state associations. 
FIFA said such a clause would make it difficult for 
the members to get re-elected again at the respective 
Member Associations in the event that they cannot 
serve their full term in the executive committee of 
AIFF for any reason. 

 FIFA also said a provision stipulating that the term 
limits have no retroactive effect was missing in 
Article 26 of the draft constitution. 

 
WHO TOOK THE DECISION TO BAN 
INDIA? 
The decision to ban AIFF was unanimous from the 
Bureau, a seven-member panel within the larger FIFA 
Council that has 37 members, including former AIFF 
president Praful Patel. The Bureau of the Council 
consists of FIFA president Gianni Infantino and six 
continental heads from Asia, Africa, North and Central 
America, South America, Oceania and Europe. 
 
WHO COMPRISES COA? 
1. Justice (retired) Anil Dave 
2. Former Chief Election Commissioner of India SY 

Quraishi 
3. Former India captain Bhaskar Ganguly 
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Why is there outrage over the new ‘National Emblem’? Explained 
 
PM Narendra Modi unveiled the new statue of the 
national emblem atop the new Parliament building, 
which was followed by criticisms by opposition leaders 
calling it "aggressive" looking and an "insult to India's 
national symbol." A ruling party minister however 
dismissed the criticism saying the statue was a "perfect 
replica" of the original "except for the size." The new 
national emblem cast, which is adapted from the Lion 
Capital at Sarnath, built during the reign of Emperor 
Ashoka in 250 BC, is a 9,500kg (20,943 pounds) bronze 
and 6.5-meter-high structure, situated at the top of the 
Central Foyer of the new Parliament building. It is said 
to have gone through eight different stages of 
preparation from clay modeling/ computer graphics to 
bronze casting and polishing, as per the officials. 

 
 
History and significance 
The National Emblem is a symbol of national identity 
and is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka at 
Sarnath, an ancient sculpture dating back to 280 BCE 
during the reign of the Maurya Empire. It became the 
emblem of the Dominion of India in December 1947 and 
later the emblem of the Republic of India on 26 January 
1950. Furthermore, the emblem was adopted along with 
the motto 'Satyamev Jayate', from the Mundaka 
Upanishad, meaning 'truth always wins'. The National 
Emblem is a three dimensional structure with four 
Asiatic lions facing back to back, looking towards the 
four cardinal directions and representing courage, pride, 
power and confidence. The cylindrical base on which 
the lions are situated has four Ashok Chakras 
corresponding to each lion bust. Additionally, it has 
engravings of animals such as a bull, a horse, and an 
elephant. According to certain Buddhist interpretations, 
all these animals are said to be symbols for Buddha 
himself and may be carrying forward the tenets of 
Dharma. Another interpretation could be that the four 
animals are a representation of the different stages of  

 
Lord Buddha’s life. The Ashok Chakra is a 
representation of the Buddhist Dharma Chakra. The 
original Lion Capital sits on an inverted lotus abacus, 
which has not been included in the National Emblem. It 
is located at the site of Buddha’s First Sermon, where he 
shared the four Noble Truths with his disciples. 
Currently, the National Emblem symbolizes the Indian 
government and is the official seal of the President of 
India, the central and state government. State Emblem 
of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005, 
prohibits improper use of State Emblem of India for 
professional and commercial purposes. 
 
Ashokan pillars have 4 parts: 
1. Shaft: A long shaft formed the base and was made 

up of a single piece of stone or monolith. 
2. Capital: On top of shaft lay the capital, which was 

either lotus-shaped or bell-shaped. 
3. Abacus: Above the capital, there was a circular or 

rectangular base known as the abacus. 
4. Capital Figure: All the capital figures (usually 

animals like a bull, lion, elephant, etc) are vigorous 
and carved standing on a square or circular abacus. 

 
What is the controversy behind the latest 
replica? 

The latest replica by Deore and Moses has a steel pillar 
support of 6,500 kgs. The lions, many alleged, looked 
“too aggressive”, which amounted to tampering with the 
original in a hurry to meet the deadline of the Central 
Vista Project. The designers countered the criticism 
about the lions looking aggressive by insisting that it 
was a matter of perspective, and claimed that the new 
emblem is a huge structure meant to be appreciated from 
a distance. The original structure was 1.6 metre tall 
whereas the new depiction is 6.5 metre high. Also, the 
original Lion Capital was at the ground level while the 
latest depiction is at a height of 33 metre from the 
ground. 

Why is there outrage over the new ‘National Emblem’? Explained



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy /vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

25

Why is Rupee Falling Against US Dollar? Will It Drop Further in FY23? 

Slowly but steadily the nation’s forex reserves, and the 
value of the Indian Rupee, are falling. In March 2022, 
the Rupee looked fairly stable at Rs 75 to a Dollar. Three 
months later, it has dropped 6 per cent, and the 
downward journey could well end in a crash. It last 
happened in August 2013. After months of stumbling, 
the Rupee crashed spectacularly by more than 10 per 
cent past the Rs 60-to-a-Dollar mark due to poor foreign 
debt management by the UPA government. The 
economic adviser to PM Manmohan Singh, Raghuram 
Rajan, was made the RBI Governor to manage the forex 
crisis and arrest the Rupee slide. Rajan managed to 
arrest the slide, but RBI Governors can’t revive 
economic health. 
 
Why Is the Rupee Falling? 
The Indian currency has been weakening as compared 
with the US dollar due to the outflow of foreign 
investments led by global uncertainties arising out of a 
geopolitical crisis on the Russia-Ukraine war and tight 
monetary policy by US Federal Reserve. The fall is also 
attributed to surging crude oil prices and general dollar 
strength. India Ratings and Research in its note said 
rising inflation in advanced economies has prompted 
global central banks to not only withdraw the ultra-loose 
monetary policy but also raise their policy rates even 
before the RBI’s policy action on May 4, 2022. The US 
Fed raised its policy rate by 25 basis points (bps) for the 
first time in March 2022 after a gap of more than three 
years and followed it with another 50 bps rate increase 
in May 2022. As expected, the monetary tightening by 
the US Fed has triggered a portfolio investment outflow. 
Till May 16, foreign portfolio investors had pulled out 
USD 21.2 billion from India. This, besides a higher 
import bill, has put sudden pressure on the Indian rupee 
and forex reserve. Experts said the rupee has been 
witnessing the fall on account of persistent foreign fund 

outflows, surging crude oil prices, and general dollar 
strength. The dollar index, which measures the 
American currency’s strength against a basket of six 
currencies, currently stands higher at 102.86; while 
crude oil is trading at $111.59 per barrel. 
 
The Rupee Fall’s Impact 
The fall in the rupee is making imports costlier and 
stoking inflation in the country, which is already out of 
the RBI’s comfort zone of 2-6 per cent. So, sectors such 
as fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG), metal and 
banking, among others, are at the receiving end. 
However, export-oriented sector stocks such as IT, 
pharmaceuticals, specialty chemicals and textiles can be 
better bets during the rupee fall as a weaker rupee can 
boost exports. 
 
Another weak link is the rise of short-term debt, which 
is largely corporate debt (not government debt) in 
foreign exchange that has to be paid back this year. The 
repayment of $267 billion due this year can easily be 
minimised if the corporates are told to ensure that these 
loans are converted to loans having three-year 
repayment. This is a much easier solution than trying to 
go all out and defend the Rupee by buying Dollars. 
 
The government has been active during the past few 
months taking measures to save the economy and the 
Rupee, but not all actions have been helpful. It is time 
to curb non-essential imports and rising short-term debt 
and find ways to slow them down. To sum it up, the 
rupee decline has been due to a combination of weak 
fundamentals which have been exacerbated by turbulent 
external trends. The decline is likely to continue in the 
short term. The government will have to take strong 
measures to ensure that the trend does not continue in 
the long term. 

Why is the Rupee Falling Against the US Dollar? Will It Drop Further in 
FY23? 
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Why has the government opened opium production and processing to 
private players? Explained 

 
India has opened up the highly regulated sector of 
producing and processing opium to private players. 
Bajaj Healthcare has become the first company to win 
tenders for producing concentrated poppy straw that is 
used to derive alkaloids that are the active 
pharmaceutical ingredient in pain medication and cough 
syrups. 

 
Since when has opium been grown in India? 
India has been growing poppy at least since the 15th 
century, as per historical records. The British East India 
Company assumed monopoly on the cultivation of 
poppy when the Mughal Empire was on the decline, and 
the entire trade was brought under government control 
by 1873. After India gained independence, the 
cultivation and trade of opium passed on to the Indian 
government, with the activity being controlled by The 
Opium Act, 1857, The Opium Act, 1878, and The 
Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930. At present, the cultivation 
and processing of poppy and opium is controlled by the 
provisions of The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act and Rules. 
 
What is the process of growing and processing 
opium in India? 
Due to the potential for illicit trade and risk of addiction, 
the cultivation of opium poppy is strictly regulated in 
the country, with the crops being allowed to be sown 
only in tracts of land notified by the central government 
in 22 districts in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Rajasthan. The government announces the 
licensing policy for opium cultivation every year, 
providing details on minimum qualifying yield, the 
maximum area that can be cultivated by a single 
cultivator, and the maximum benefit that is allowed to 
cultivators for damage to the crop due to natural causes.  
 

 
Monitoring: 
The cultivation of opium poppy is strictly monitored — 
the government uses satellite images to check for illicit 
cultivation. Once the crop is ready, they have a formula 
on how much the yield should be. This entire quantity is 
then bought by the government and processed in its own 
factories. The opium produced in the country is 
currently processed entirely at the Government Opium 
and Alkaloid Factories in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghazipur and 
Madhya Pradesh’s Neemuch. Products such as 
morphine, codeine, thebaine, and oxycodone are 
produced. However there is no reason for the 
government to not involve private players in the process 
if all the monitoring processes are followed. 
 
What is opium used for? 
Opium is a natural substance obtained from poppy seeds 
and its derivatives are mainly used for pain 
management. The extracts from opium poppy such as 
morphine are potent painkillers and are mainly 
prescribed to cancer patients. The opium product 
codeine is helpful in cough suppression. It is used 
illicitly for smoking, drinking, or even eating as pills. 
The addictive properties of opium is the reason that the 
cultivation of poppy is highly regulated around the 
world. Only 12 countries including India allow its 
cultivation legally for medicinal use. 
 
How does the involvement of private players 
help? 
The private company will process 6,000 MT of 
unopened poppy capsules and opium gum to produce 
active pharmaceutical ingredients over the next five 
years. The involvement of the private sector might boost 
the domestic production of various alkaloids such as 
morphine and codeine, bring in modern technology, and 
reduce imports. Despite being one of the few global 
cultivators of poppy, India still imports these active 
pharmaceutical ingredients as well as poppy seeds, 
which is also consumed as a food item in the country. 
The move is also aimed at offsetting the declining area 
under cultivation of poppy in India. 

Why has the government opened opium production and processing to
 private players? Explained
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Agneepath Scheme: Explained 

 
The Agnipath scheme, announced on June 14, provides 
for the recruitment of youths between the age bracket of 
17-and-half years to 21 for four years with a provision 
to retain 25% of them for 15 more years. Later, the 
government extended the upper age limit to 23 years for 
recruitment in 2022. The Army stated that the 
'Agniveers' would form a distinct rank and a "distinctive 
insignia" will be worn by the Agniveers on their uniform 
during their service period. 
 
What Is Agneepath? 
According to the government, AGNEEPATH scheme 
has been designed to enable a youthful profile of the 
Armed Forces. It will provide an opportunity to the 
youth who may be keen to don the uniform by attracting 
young talent from the society who are more in tune with 
contemporary technological trends and plough back 
skilled, disciplined and motivated manpower into the 
society. As for the Armed Forces, it will enhance the 
youthful profile of the Armed Forces and provide a fresh 
lease of “‘Josh’ and ‘Jazba’” whilst at the same time 
bring about a transformational shift towards a more tech 
savvy Armed Forces – which is indeed the need of the 
hour.  It is envisaged that average age profile of Indian 
Armed forces would come down by about 4-5 years by 
implementation of this scheme. According to the 
government, the nation stands to immensely benefit by 
infusion of highly inspired youth with deeper 
understanding of self-discipline, diligence and focus 
that would be adequately skilled and will be able to 
contribute in other sectors. The dividends of a short 
military service to the nation, society and the youth of 
the nation are immense. 
 

Salient details 
 The 'Agniveers' will be eligible for 30 days leave in 

a year as against 90 days for those in regular service. 
Medical leave will be granted based on medical 
advice. 

 The Army said 30% of the monthly salary of the 
Agniveers will be compulsorily deposited in a 
corpus and an equal amount will be contributed by 
the government. 

 The Army said the new recruits will be subjected to 
the provisions of the Army Act, 1950, and will be 
liable to go wherever ordered by land, sea or air. 

 The Army has stated that based on organisational 
requirements and policies, 'Agniveers', on 
completion of their engagement period in each 
batch, will be offered an opportunity to apply for 
enrolment in the regular cadre. 

 "These applications will be considered in a 
centralised manner by the Army based on objective 
criteria, including performance during their 
engagement period and not more than 25% of each 
specific batch of Agniveers will be enrolled in 
regular cadre post completion of their four-year 
engagement period," said the Army. 

 "Agniveers so enrolled as regular cadre would be 
required to serve for a further engagement period of 
15 years and will be governed by terms and 
conditions of service (of Junior Commissioned 
Officer/ Other Ranks) currently in vogue," it said. 

 
Who are Agniveers? 
The youth joining the armed forces under Agnipath 
scheme will be known as Agniveers. Agniveers will be 
given an attractive customised monthly package along 

Agneepath Scheme: Explained
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with Risk and Hardship allowances as applicable in the 
three services. On completion of the engagement period 
of four years, Agniveers will be paid one time 
‘SevaNidhi’ package which shall comprise their 
contribution including accrued interest thereon and 

matching contribution from the Government equal to the 
accumulated amount of their contribution including 
interest as indicated below: 
 

Year 

Customised 
Package (Monthly) In Hand (70%) 

Contribution 
to Agniveer Corpus 
Fund (30%) 

Contribution to 
corpus fund by GoI 

All figures in Rs (Monthly Contribution) 

1st Year 30000 21000 9000 9000 

2nd Year 33000 23100 9900 9900 

3rd Year 36500 25580 10950 10950 

4th Year 40000 28000 12000 12000 

Total contribution in Agniveer Corpus Fund after four years Rs 5.02 Lakh Rs 5.02 Lakh 

Exit After 
4 Year 

Rs 11.71 Lakh as Seva Nidhi Package 
(Including, interest accumulated on the above amount as per the applicable interest rates would 
also be paid) 

 
The “Seva Nidhi” will be exempt from Income Tax. 
There shall be no entitlement to gratuity and pensionary 
benefits. Agniveers will be provided non-contributory 
Life Insurance Cover of Rs 48 lakh for the duration of 
their engagement period in the Indian Armed Forces. 
During this period of service to the nation, the 
Agniveers will be imparted with various military skills 
and experience, discipline, physical fitness, leadership 
qualities, courage and patriotism. 
 
Future Road Map 
Post this stint of four years, the Agniveers will be 
infused into the civil society where they can contribute 
immensely towards the nation building process. The 
skills gained by each Agniveer will be recognised in a 
certificate to form part of his unique resume. Agniveers, 
on completion of the four-year tenure in the prime of 
their youth, will be mature and self-disciplined with the 

realisation to become better version of himself/herself 
both professionally as also personally. The avenues and 
opportunities that will open up for their progress in the 
civil world after Agniveer tenure would certainly be a 
big plus towards nation building. 
 
The ‘Seva Nidhi’ of approximately Rs 11.71 lakh would 
aid the Agniveer to pursue his/her future dreams without 
the financial pressure, which is normally the case for 
young people from the financially deprived strata of 
society. The individuals, selected for enrolment in the 
Armed Forces as regular cadre, would be required to 
serve for a further engagement period of minimum 15 
years and would be governed by the existing terms and 
conditions of service of Junior Commissioned 
Officers/Other Ranks in Indian Army and their 
equivalent in Indian Navy and Indian Air Force and that 
of Non Combatant enrolled in the Indian Air Force, as 
amended from time-to-time. 
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Explained: The Supreme Court Order On Sex Work, How It Changes 
Things, And Laws On Sex Work 

 
Noting that the attitude of the police towards sex 
workers is often brutal and violent, the Supreme Court 
of India earlier this month said that sex workers should 
be treated with decency and dignity, and the police 
should not interfere or take any criminal action when an 
adult engages in consensual sex work.  
In an order on 19 May, the Supreme Court also asked 
the Centre to clarify its stand on recommendations made 
by a panel formed by the apex court in 2011, which 
looked into the prevention of human trafficking and 
questions of rehabilitation as well as the dignity of sex 
workers. The Centre in 2016 told the SC that the panel's 
recommendations were incorporated in draft legislation. 
However, no law has since been made. 
In the absence of such a law, the Supreme Court said 
that it's directives would be valid until a law on the 
subject is made. 
 
What did the SC say? 
The Supreme Court bench of Justices of L Nageswara 
Rao, BR Gavai, and AS Bopanna said sex workers and 
their children are covered by the protections of the 
Article 21 of the Constitution of India like every other 
profession and person. 
Article 21 — dubbed the Right to Life — says: No 
person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty 
except according to procedure established by law. 

The authorities, when dealing with cases concerning 
trafficking, have to be mindful of this Constitutional 
protection, said the SC order. 
It further said, "Whenever there is a raid on any brothel, 
since voluntary sex work is not illegal and only running 
the brothel is unlawful, the sex workers concerned 
should not be arrested or penalised or harassed or 
victimised. 
When it is clear that the sex worker is an adult and is 
participating with consent, the police must refrain from 
interfering or taking any criminal action. 
 
Article 21 of the Constitution of India: 
Protection of Life and Personal Liberty 
Article 21 states that “No person shall be deprived of his 
life or personal liberty except according to a procedure 
established by law.” Thus, article 21 secures two rights: 
1) Right to life, and 
2) Right to personal liberty. 
 
The Government of India Act, 1935 provided for the 
establishment of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. It 
declares that no person shall be deprived of his life or 
personal liberty except according to the procedure 
established by law. Article 21 comes under the Part III 
of the Indian constitution and is one of the fundamental 
rights guaranteed to all citizens of India.  
 

Explained: The Supreme Court Order On Sex Work, How It Changes
Things, And Laws On Sex Work 
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Characteristics: 
 Article 21 is a fundamental right and is included in 

Part-III of the Indian Constitution.  
 This right is available to all citizens as well as non-

citizens alike.  
 Supreme Court has described this right as the “heart 

of fundamental rights” 
 According to Justice Bhagwati, Article 21 

“embodies a constitutional value of supreme 
importance in a democratic society.” 

 Article 21 secures two rights: The right to life and 
the Right to personal liberty. 

 Article 21 cannot be suspended during an 
emergency.  

 
What are existing laws on sex work? 
Sex work in India is governed primarily by the Immoral 
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA), but Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and Juvenile Justice Act also have 
provisions dealing with prostitution and trafficking in 
India, as per an article published by the Columbia 
University's Institute for the Study of Human Rights 
(ISHR). 
Private prostitution is not illegal in India, but soliciting 
it, doing it publicly, and owning a brothel are illegal.  
 
The IPC makes the following illegal: 
 Soliciting prostitution services publicly 
 Prostitution activities in hotels 
 Prostitution by arranging for a sex worker 
 Arranging a sexual act with a customer 
 

It adds that prostitutes are to be arrested if they are found 
soliciting their services or seducing others. 
"Furthermore, call girls are prohibited from making 
their phone numbers public. They can be punished for 
up to six months along with penalties if found doing so". 
 
What changes with SC order? 
1. The Supreme Court order sets limits on police 

actions regarding sex workers and puts sex workers 
and their children at par with rest of the people. 

2. Consensual adult sex work and the mere presence of 
sex workers in a brothel would not warrant an arrest 
or police interference, as per the SC order. This is 
important as the police are known for harassing sex 
workers. 

3. The law makes sex workers living in Red Light 
Areas vulnerable to police action who while 
enforcing anti-trafficking laws often cross their 
limits by taking action against sex workers and their 
clients who are engaged in consensual and private 
sex work, noted the ISHR article cited above. This 
would need to stop as per the SC guidelines. 

4. Moreover, the SC stated that when a sex worker 
comes forward with a complaint, it would be treated 
as any other complaint, and she would not be treated 
as an offender but as a complainant.  

5. The SC stated, "Any sex worker who is a victim of 
sexual assault should be provided with all facilities 
available to a survivor of sexual assault, including 
immediate medical assistance."  

6. This assistance will be in line with Section 357C of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure and guidelines and 
protocols for survivor and victims of sexual 
violence issued by the Union health ministry. 

7. The apex court noted issues faced by sex workers, 
saying "Needless to say, this basic protection of 
human decency and dignity extends to sex workers 
and their children, who, bearing the brunt of social 
stigma attached to their work, are removed to the 
fringes of the society, deprived of their right to live 
with dignity and opportunities to provide the same 
to their children." 

8. The SC order also prohibits forcible separation of 
children of sex workers. The order stated, "Further, 
if a minor is found living in a brothel or with sex 
workers, it should not be presumed that he/she has 
been trafficked. In case the sex worker claims that 
he/she is her son/daughter, tests can be done to 
determine if the claim is correct and if so, the minor 
should not be forcibly separated." 
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Right to Property and its Evolution in India 

Everyday some or the other legal developments take 
place. We have been given certain rights and with it 
comes duty. In order to protect people fundamental 
rights are given to them in Constitution, but it is 
interesting to see that in one instance in order to do 
economic justice, a person's fundamental right was 
converted into just a constitutional right, that is Right to 
Property. 
 
AIM 
The main aim of this article is to enable readers to know 
why the legal status of the Right to Property was 
changed from a fundamental right to a constitutional 
right. 
 
What is Property? 
The word property interpreted by SC for Art. 31 has 
said, should be given a liberal meaning and should be 
extended to all those well-recognized types of interest 
which have the insignia or characteristic of property 
right. The expression property in Article 300A is 
confined not only to land alone. It includes both corporal 
and incorporeal rights. It includes Money, contract, 
interest in the property, etc. 
 
Right to Property as a fundamental right 
Since the Constitution of India came into force in the 
1950s, the right to property was given fundamental 
status. Basically, two articles Art. 31 and Art. 19(1)(f) 

ensures that any person's right against his property 
remains protected. 
 
Art. 31 clause (1) reads as No person shall be deprived 
of his property save by authority of law. It gives 
protection to persons against the government or State's 
arbitrary action to seize private property for public use 
and private use. That means a person has right to move 
to SC in case of violation of this right. At this juncture 
it is essential to understand the power of Eminent 
Domain- every government has an inherent right to take 
and appropriate the private property belonging to an 
individual citizen for public use. It is based on the legal 
maxim Salus Populi est suprema lex meaning the 
welfare of people or the public is the paramount law. 
 
In America, this power was limited by imposing 
three restrictions: 
1. there must be a law authorizing the taking of property 
2. the property must be taken for a public purpose 
3. just compensation should be paid. 
 
In India clause (1) of art. 31 provides for first restriction 
and clause (2) reading No property shall be 
compulsorily acquired or requisitioned save for a public 
purpose and save by authority of a law which provides 
for acquisition of the property for an amount which shall 
be fixed by such law, and no such law be called in 
question in any court on the ground that the amount so 
fixed is not adequate for the other two restrictions. 

Right to Property and its Evolution in India
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Article 19(1)(f) provides the freedom to citizens to 
acquire, hold, and dispose of the property within the 
territory of India. 
But by the Constitutional 44th Amendment act 1978, 
these two above mentioned articles were deleted and a 
new chapter IV was added in Part XII, containing only 
one article 300A. 
 
The legal status of the Right to Property was changed 
from the fundamental right to constitutional right. As a 
result, people were not allowed to approach Supreme 
Court directly u/A 32 of the constitution for violation of 
the Right to Property although they still could invoke 
jurisdiction at high court u/A 226 of COI. 
 
Why the 44th amendment act was made? 
In order to understand why such a step was taken by the 
Parliament of India, it is necessary to understand that 
before India get its independence there were four major 
systems prevailing-  
1. the Ryotwari system,  
2. Mahalwari system,  
3. Zamindari system, and  
4. Jagidari system.  
 
Due to these large parts of land was in possession of 
zamindars, tenants, and like people, which causes an 
unequal distribution of land and increases the gap 
between rich and poor. 
 
Land celling was one of the strongest measures taken in 
this regard. Celling means the maximum limitation on 
the area that can be acquired by a private person. In the 
year 1959 at the Nagpur conference of Indian National 
Congress, it was decided that laws or acts related to the 
restriction of land limits must be implemented till the 
end of the year. The land ceiling act was implemented 
from 1960-1972 and from1976-1999. 
Despite such efforts by the government the zamindars 
and other land owners whose ceiling limit exceeded 
approached Supreme Court using their fundamental 

right to property with the intention to hold acts 
unconstitutional. So, in order to stop this from 
happening and with a view to doing economic justice, 
Art.31, and Art. 19(1)(f) ceased to be a fundamental 
right and was modified as a constitutional right in new 
chapter IV Part XII of the Constitution as Art. 300A, 
which continues to exist and follow till today. 
 
Present Legal Status of Right to Property 
By 44th Amendment Act 1978 of the Constitution of 
India, a new article namely 300A was inserted and titled 
as Right to Property. It read as: 
No person shall be deprived of his property save by 
authority of law. This article provides restrictions on the 
State that it cannot take anybody's property without the 
force of law also interpreted can be deprived of the force 
of law. The word 'law' here means a validly enacted law 
which is just, fair, and reasonable. 
 
The main question arises if any person is 
deprived of his property by the force of law for 
the public interest, will he be entitled to 
compensation? 
The answer is yes. Although it is not explicit like in Art. 
30(1)(A) as well as in 2nd proviso of Art.31A (1) but yet 
it can be inferred in Article 300A. The State has to 
justify its stand on justiciable grounds which depends 
upon legislative policy. 
 
Conclusion 
Due to the excessive possession of land by the 
zamindars and tenants, the legal status of the Right to 
freedom was changed from a fundamental right to a 
constitutional right in order to avoid the situation of 
misusing of right to property as a fundamental right by 
zamindars and another landowner against state 
measures to acquire land and to implement land ceiling 
laws in India. Still, this right is available to all persons 
as a constitutional right and can invoke the jurisdiction 
in high court u/A 226 of the Constitution of India. 
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Is free trade really a tool to solve food crisis? 

 
Once again, G7 political leaders and wealthy nations are 
cheering for more free trade as a solution to ensure 
global food security. Small-scale food producers and 
global peasant movements, however, are warning that it 
is the wrong recipe. Decades of rampant globalisation 
and expansion of free trade have decimated local 
economies, increased rural poverty, generated agrarian 
conflicts, spurred migration, and worsened hunger and 
inequality. It is time for a radical shift towards 
guaranteeing food sovereignty everywhere.  
 
Climate change, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the war 
against Ukraine have created massive disruptions in 
international agricultural markets and global food 
systems. The prices of farm inputs and some primary 
food and agricultural commodities have skyrocketed. 
Rising food inflation in countries worldwide is 
threatening to push more people into hunger. Several 
import-dependent countries are now struggling to 
import the food needed to feed their people. 
 
Transnational agribusiness corporations seem keen to 
milk the crisis. They prefer to hoard and export rather 
than fulfil domestic demand, sometimes forcing 
national governments to impose export bans to tame 
rising domestic prices. A recent investigation has found 
that excessive speculation by investment firms and 
funds in the commodities markets has contributed to the 
price spike. 
 
In short, the global food system, sustained by free trade 
agreements and bilateral investment treaties, is failing 
once again in the face of significant disruptions. Yet all 

we hear is chorus calls from wealthy nations for more 
free trade. It is déjà vu. In 2008, during the global food 
crisis, international trade was touted as the magic pill to 
solve food insecurity worldwide. That has just proven to 
be a tale that could cost the lives of hundreds of millions 
of people worldwide. 
 
What Is a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)? 
A free trade agreement is a pact between two or more 
nations to reduce barriers to imports and exports among 
them. Under a free trade policy, goods and services can 
be bought and sold across international borders with 
little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or 
prohibitions to inhibit their exchange. 
 
How a Free Trade Agreement Works 
In the modern world, free trade policy is often 
implemented by means of a formal and mutual 
agreement of the nations involved. However, a free-
trade policy may simply be the absence of any trade 
restrictions. 
 
The Economics of Free Trade 
In principle, free trade on the international level is no 
different from trade between neighbors, towns, or states. 
However, it allows businesses in each country to focus 
on producing and selling the goods that best use their 
resources while other businesses import goods that are 
scarce or unavailable domestically. That mix of local 
production and foreign trade allows economies to 
experience faster growth while better meeting the needs 
of its consumers. 
 

Is free trade really a tool to solve the food crisis?
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Real solutions were always on the horizon 
 
For nearly a quarter of a century, La Via Campesina, the 
global peasant movement, has been advocating that 
national public policies built on the principles of food 
sovereignty can build stable, re-localised food systems. 
Such local efforts can weather the storm of massive 
disruptions that we see today. Instead of globalising 
food trade through WTO and other free trade 
agreements, countries should have the right to protect 
and promote local food production, regulate agricultural 
markets, and develop public stockpiling. 
 
Yet, since its 2013 Ministerial Conference in Bali, the 
WTO has been dragging its feet on finding a permanent 
solution to public stockholding for food security 
purposes. A proposal tabled by the G-33 grouping of 
WTO has been in deep freeze since 2013, despite a 
majority of the developing nations supporting it. 
 
Middle and low-income countries have also been asking 
for a special safeguard mechanism (SSM) to prevent 
food dumping, allowing them to raise import tariffs 
when faced with an import surge. Yet, no solution seems 
to be in sight, even as the Agreement on Agriculture by 
the WTO allows a total of 39 countries (17 developed 
and just 22 developing countries) to use a special 
safeguard. International trade rules around food imports 
also force middle and low-income countries to remain 
obligated to a free-market trading system, disallow any 
policy protecting the local economies, and sometimes 
even force them to reformulate their national laws. 
 
Why do we need a global institution like WTO 
that only bats for the wealthy and the powerful?  
 
The world cannot wait anymore for the WTO to reform 
itself and find solutions that matter. West Africa faces 
its worst food crisis in 10 years, with over 27 million 
people suffering from hunger. The prevalence of hunger 
in Latin America and the Caribbean now stands at 9.1 
percent, the highest it has been in the last 15 years. The 
social unrest we witness in Sri Lanka, Lebanon, Egypt 
and elsewhere demands urgent attention from the global 
society. 
 
There are concrete steps that can lay the 
pathway to food sovereignty. 
 

All existing WTO rules that prevent countries from 
developing public food stockholding systems and 
supporting their local farmers should be immediately 
suspended. The speculation on agricultural commodities 
should be forbidden, and exporting-importing countries 
should conduct transparent negotiations to ensure 
accessible prices for import-dependent countries. The 
use of agricultural products to produce agrofuels should 
be prohibited. The public debt of the most vulnerable 
countries should be abolished. 

 
In the longer term, stabilising the global food system 
requires a significant change in food governance and 
politics. Small-scale food producers should be at the 
heart of global food governance, not agribusiness 
corporations. Rights such as those stated in the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Peasants should be 
implemented as a legally binding instrument. Peasant 
agroecology and agrarian reform must become the 
essential means of sustainable food production while 
coping with environmental challenges. 
 
WTO has lost the trust of the people, and all 
governments must keep agricultural matters out of free 
trade agreements. The time has come to build an 
alternative international framework for trade and 
agricultural policies based on the principles of food 
sovereignty. Several governments, faced with a 
significant social crisis at home, might be willing to take 
these radical steps towards food sovereignty. They will 
face massive resistance from wealthy nations and 
exporting powers unwilling to lose the golden goose. 
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What is Article 142 of Constitution That SC Invoked to Release 
Perarivalan in Rajiv Gandhi Assassination Case:  Explained 

 
The Supreme Court ordered the release of AG 
Perarivalan, one of the seven convicts in the Rajiv 
Gandhi assassination case, invoking its extraordinary 
power under Article 142 of the Constitution. He was 19 
years old when he was arrested in 1991 for buying 
batteries, which were used to trigger the belt bomb that 
killed the former prime minister. He has been in prison 
for nearly 31 years. A bench of justices L.N. Rao and 
B.R. Gavai took into consideration Perarivalan’s 
prolonged period of incarceration to set him free. 
Perarivalan spent 29 years of his 32 years of jail in 
solitary confinement until the Supreme Court gave him 
bail in March 2022. Out of his time in prison, he spent 
16 years as a death row convict until the court 
commuted his sentence to life imprisonment in 2014. 
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated at a rally in 
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, on 21 May, 1991, in a 
suicide bombing. Only 19 years old at the time, 
Perarivalan was arrested on 11 June, 1991. On 28 
January, 1998, 26 people, including Perarivalan and 
fellow accused Nalini, were sentenced to death. The 
Supreme Court upheld the death sentence of four people 
— Murugan, Santhan, Perarivalan, and Nalini — on 11 
May, 1999. While delivering its judgment, the Supreme 
Court bench comprising Justice L Nageswara Rao, 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice AS Bopanna upheld delay 
on part of the Tamil Nadu’s governor in Perarivalan’s 
pardon plea under Article 161 of Constitution. 

 
 
WHAT IS ARTICLE 142 OF CONSTITUTION? 
The Supreme Court uses Article 142 to exercise its 
special powers in any case or matter pending before it to 

do “complete justice”. The top court also cited 
“inordinate delay” in pardoning Perarivalan by the 
governor. The Tamil Nadu government had in 2018 
recommended to then governor Banwarilal Purohit that 
all seven convicts be released under Article 161 of the 
Constitution. The governor, however, delayed the 
state’s recommendation for months before sending it to 
the President under Article 161, which allows the 
Governor to decide Perarivalan’s release. The Article 
161 states, “The Governor of a state shall have the 
power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions 
of punishment or to suspend remit or commute the 
sentence of any person convicted of any offence against 
any law relating to a matter to which the executive 
power of the State extends”. 
 
WHEN HAS SUPREME COURT INVOKED 
ARTICLE 142? 
The top court had used its power under Article 142 in 
several cases, including the 1989 Union Carbide matter 
and 2019 Ayodhya Ram Mandir verdict. In the Bhopal 
gas tragedy case, the court ordered the US-based Union 
Carbide Corporation to pay $470 million compensation 
to the victims. In the Ram Mandir verdict, the Supreme 
Court refused division of the land, and instead handed 
over 2.77 acres of disputed area to Hindus. Sensing 
injustice to Muslims, the top court directed the Centre to 
grant five acres in an alternative site within the purview 
of the land acquired by the government. 
 
WHY WAS THE NEED FOR ARTICLE 142? 
The Article 142 gives unlimited power to the Supreme 
Court to do complete justice in cases where the litigants 
have suffered injustices during the proceedings. The 
farmers, who faced delays in getting their share of 
reliefs, felt this provision would help the disadvantaged 
people in the society. According to Pandit Thakur Das 
Bhargava, “The Supreme Court shall exercise these 
powers and will not be deterred from doing justice by 
the provision of any rule or law, executive practice or 
executive circular or regulation.” 

 

What is Article 142 of the Constitution That SC Invoked to Release 
Perarivalan in Rajiv Gandhi Assassination Case:  Explained 
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Why does Turkey oppose Finland and Sweden’s NATO membership: Explained 
 
After decades of neutrality, the two Nordic states that 
have to date remained out of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization have reacted to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine by declaring an intention to join the American-
led alliance. But there is a major obstacle in their way: 
Turkey. The increasingly autocratic and anti-democratic 
president of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has said he 
will not agree to the entry of these two countries. And 
as a member of NATO, Turkey’s approval is needed for 
Finland and Sweden to join. Erdogan is alone among 
NATO leaders in publicly stating that he is against the 
two countries’ joining the alliance. 

 
Harboring terrorists or grudges? 
The Turkish president’s opposition is based on his view 
that Finland and Sweden support “terrorists.” What 
Erdogan means is that both countries have given 
protection and residence to members of the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, or PKK – the major armed group 
mounting resistance to Turkey’s harsh treatment of its 
millions of Kurdish citizens. The plight of the country’s 

Kurds, part of a large but stateless ethnic group in the 
region, has long been a bone of contention between 
Turkey and parts of the international community. 
Despite the PKK’s being listed by the U.S. and EU as a 
terrorist group, Finland and Sweden have been reluctant 
to extradite members of the group to Turkey over human 
rights concerns. Erdogan has responded by calling 
Sweden a “hatchery” for terrorism and claiming neither 
country has “a clear, open attitude” toward terrorist 
organizations, adding: “How can we trust them?” 

 
All international politics is local 
As if that were not enough, the neutral northern 
Europeans condemned Turkey’s 2019 incursion into 
Syria. In that operation, the Turks targeted Rojava – a 

Why does Turkey oppose Finland and Sweden’s NATO  membership: Explained
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socialist, feminist autonomous Kurdish enclave near the 
Turkish border. Complicating the matter, the Syrians of 
Rojava were – despite their links to the PKK – allies of 
the American forces. The Kurds of Rojava played a 
crucial role beating back the Islamic State group in Syria 
but were later abandoned by the Trump administration, 
which pulled U.S. troops back from the Turkish border, 
allowing its NATO ally to launch a military operation 
against the Kurds. 
 
Note: Turkey’s Kurdish populations are not allowed 
free elections in the eastern Anatolian region, where 
they are the majority. Meanwhile, education and cultural 
institutions in the Kurdish language face a de facto ban. 
 
The path ahead for NATO 
Finland and Sweden are neutral countries not beholden 
to the strategic compromises that the United States and 
NATO are forced to make to hold the alliance together. 
Both countries have to date been free to take a moral 
position on Turkey’s position on Kurdish rights and 
have officially protested the repressions of dissidents, 
academics, journalists and minority groups. 
 
So where does this all leave Finland and 
Sweden’s application for NATO membership? 
The rules for entry into the strategic alliance require 
unanimity of the current NATO members. As such, 
Turkey can effectively veto the entry of Finland and 
Sweden. The standoff highlights an underlying problem 
the alliance is facing. NATO is supposed to be an 
alliance of democratic countries. Yet several of its 
members – notably Turkey and Hungary – have moved 
steadily away from liberal democracy toward 
ethnonational populist authoritarianism. Finland and 
Sweden, on the other hand, fulfill the parameters of 
NATO membership more clearly than several of the 
alliance’s current members. 
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Stablecoins: What they are and how will it affect the Cryptocurrency 

 
The volatility associated with trading in crypto assets 
has fueled scepticism toward cryptocurrencies and 
blockchain technology in general. It is true that 
investing in crypto assets does come with high risks and 
high rewards. But there is one safe option in this world 
of volatility: Stablecoins 
Stablecoins are a much more appealing alternative for 
conservative investors who dislike the volatility of the 
cryptocurrency market. They represent the best of both 
fiat and digital currencies and are available on all 
popular exchange platforms like CoinSwitch . 
 
What are they? 
A stablecoin is a cryptocurrency pegged to a reserve 
asset like a fiat currency, commodity, or other 
cryptocurrencies. It is a tokenized version of the asset 
and can be introduced subtly into a blockchain 
ecosystem to facilitate seamless pass transactions, 
improved arbitrage, and value exchange. It is sometimes 
referred to as a utility token because it allows you to 
quickly buy and sell on decentralized exchanges that do 
not accept fiat currencies. Stablecoins are also used in 
centralized exchanges. What makes them useful in an 
exchange of this kind is the fact that fiat currencies take 
a long time to process, but their tokenized counterparts 
are standard blockchain entities that move quickly. 
 
What are its uses? 
They can be used as an everyday currency: Unlike 
traditional crypto coins, which are subject to price 

fluctuations and volatility, stablecoins do not fluctuate 
much because they are backed by national currencies.  
In addition, they have the same advantages as other 
crypto coins: blockchain security, transaction 
anonymity, quick transfers, and the lack of 
intermediaries. They can be used to pay for groceries, 
fares, or electricity bills, among other things. 
Great potential for smart contracts: Smart contracts are 
frequently based on other cryptocurrencies, such as 
Ethereum. Frequent price changes can have an 
unpredictable impact on the contract’s terms. The use of 
stablecoins like Tether can provide contract stability to 
both parties, by reducing market volatility and ensuring 
that more secure contracts are enforced by the 
blockchain. 
 
Types: 

Fiat-collateralized stablecoins 
This type of stablecoin is linked to the sovereign legal 
tenders of countries. Some of the most well-known fiat-

Stablecoins: What they are and how will they affect Cryptocurrency?
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collateralized stablecoins, for instance, include Tether 
and TUSD (True USD). However, these stablecoins are 
not created by the central authority. A company issues 
these tokens by depositing an equal amount of fiat in its 
reserves. 
 
Commodity-backed stablecoins 
These are stablecoins that are backed by reserved assets 
other than fiat currencies—by commodities. Real estate, 
gold, silver, and various other precious metals are 
examples of commodities. Kitco Gold, for example, is 
backed by the company’s gold reserves, and the token 
itself is based on the Ethereum-backed ERC-20 
blockchain ecosystem 
 
Crypto-backed stablecoins 
This type of stablecoins is backed by other 
cryptocurrencies; it is crypto collateralized. Due to the 
volatile nature of cryptocurrencies, these stablecoins 
must be overcompensated in order to be collateralized.  
 
Algorithmic stablecoins 
These are primarily non-backed stablecoins in which 
prices, token numbers, and other variables are 
manipulated with the help of special algorithms, 
software, and code in order to better manage supply and 
demand. This strategy allows the company to maintain 
the reserve peg in the event of price fluctuations. 
 
Limitations of stablecoins 
 The value of stablecoins is based on people’s trust 

in the company holding the collateralized reserve 
asset, and that trust may waver on occasion. 

 Stablecoins may lose value if the company goes 
bankrupt. 

 It is critical for the holders to declare solvency to 
maintain trust in the coin and its value. 

 Unless there is a sense of unrest in the fiat or 
commodity markets, stablecoins aren’t meant for 
trading gains.  
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Books and Authors

Book: Lion Of The Skies: Hardit Singh 
Malik
Author: Stephen Barker
About: This book is all about an “India’s 
first fighter pilot” who participated in the 
World War, long before the Indian Air Force 
was born.

Book:  The Martian
Author: Andy Weir
About: A story about an astronaut who 
was left behind on Mars, presumed dead, 
who must now figure out how to survive 
and let the folks know he is alive and 
needs rescue. 

Book:  The Fault in Our Stars 
Author: John Green
About: The book is all about two 
teenagers helping and accepting each 
other through the most humiliating 
physical and emotional ordeals.

Book: Dangerous Earth
Author: Ellen Prager
About: This book explores the science of 
investigating volcanoes, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, hurricanes, landslides, rip 
currents, and–maybe the most perilous 
hazard of all–climate change. 

Book: Fifty Shades of Grey
Author: E L James
About: This book is a romance novel that 
follows the deepening relationship 
between a college graduate, Anastasia 
Steele, and a young business magnate, 
Christian Grey. 

Book: Dilip Kumar: In the Shadow of a 
Legend

Author: Faisal Farooqui

About: In the book the author paints an 
intimate portrait of the actor, throwing light 
on some little-known anecdotes from his 
illustrious life. 

Book: Milkman 
Author: Anna Burns
About: Set during the late 20th century in 
Northern Ireland, Milkman is the story of a 
teen girl who is harassed by society and 
harangued by her family and friends.

Book:  Salvage the Bones
Author: Jesmyn Ward
About: A big-hearted novel about familial 
love and community against all odds, and a 
wrenching look at the lonesome, brutal, and 
restrictive realities of rural poverty.

Book: Rusty Skies and Golden Winds
Author: Sannidhya Sharma
About: The 100 book page is an anthology 
of 40 poems in which the budding author 
defines the nature of the world, at the 
moment.

Book: Tenth of December
Author: George Saunders
About: This book is a collection of short 
stories by American author George 
Saunders. It includes stories published in 
various magazines between 1995 and 
2009.

Books and Authors
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ICICI Bank reappoints Sandeep Bakshi as MD & 
CEO for 3 years 

 
The board of directors of ICICI Bank has reappointed 
Sandeep Bakshi as the Managing Director(MD) and 
Chief Executive Officer(CEO) for a period of 3 years. 
The appointment is subjected to approval from the 
Reserve Bank of India(RBI). His current tenure ends on 
3rd October 2023. Prior to his appointment as MD & 
CEO of ICICI Group, he has served as the Wholetime 
Director and the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of the 
bank. He has been a part of the ICICI Bank for around 
36 years since 1986 and worked in ICICI Limited, 
ICICI Lombard General Insurance, ICICI Bank and 
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance. 
ICICI Bank: 
 CEO: Sandeep Bakhshi 
 Headquarters: Vadodara 
 Founded: 1994 
 Founder: Industrial Credit and Investment 

Corporation of India 
 Subsidiaries: ICICI Prudential; ICICI Lombard; 

ICICI Securities; ICICI Direct 
 
Rishi Sunak becomes UK's youngest Prime Minister 
in two centuries 

 
Rishi Sunak has been appointed as Britain's third prime 
minister this year. He succeeds Liz Truss, who resigned 
barely 45 days into her turbulent premiership. Rishi 
Sunak took over as Conservative Party leader after his  

 
old employer Boris Johnson cancelled his attempt to 
make a comeback and his competitor Penny Mordaunt 
was unable to win enough support from Conservative 
MPs. Also he reshuffled his Cabinet, retaining Jeremy 
Hunt as Chancellor, and Ben Wallace as Defence 
Secretary while appointing Dominic Raab as Deputy 
Prime Minister and Suella Braverman as Home 
Secretary. Penny Mordaunt has been re-appointed as 
leader of the House of Commons.  
UK: 
 Prime minister: Rishi Sunak  
 Capital: London 
 Currency: Pound sterling 
 King: Charles III 
 
Jaxay Shah nominated as the new Chairman of Quality 
Council of India 

 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appointed Jaxay 
Shah, founder chairman of Savvy Group and former 
chairman of CREDAI as the chairman of the Quality 
Council of India (QCI) for three years. He will succeed 
former McKinsey India chief Adil Zainulbhai, who 
served as the chairman of QCI. Shah founded one of 
India’s largest infrastructure conglomerates, the Savvy 
Group in 1996 and held the position of national 
chairman of CREDAI, the apex body of private Real 
Estate developers in India. In addition, he also holds the 
position of the chairman of the Assocham Western 
Region Development Council and serves as the 
Advisor at the PharmEasy Accelerator Program, which 
offers 1 lakh+ medicine and health products. 
Quality Council of India: 
 Chairman: Jaxay Shah 
 Secretary General: Dr. Ravi P. Singh 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1997 
 

Recent Appointments 
 

Recent Appointments
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Dr. Sankarasubramanian K. named Principal 
Scientist of ISRO’s Aditya-L1 mission 

 
Sankarasubramanian K has been designated Principal 
Scientist of the Aditya-L1 mission, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation. Aditya-L1 is the first 
observatory-class space-based solar mission from 
India. The spacecraft will be placed in a halo orbit 
around the first Lagrange point, L1, of the Sun-Earth 
system. This position provides greater advantage for 
observing solar activities continuously. Aditya-L1 
carries seven payloads to observe the photosphere, 
chromosphere, and the outermost layers of the sun (the 
corona) using electromagnetic and particle detectors. 
Four payloads directly view the sun from the unique 
vantage point of L1, and the remaining three payloads 
carry out in-situ studies of particles and fields at the 
Lagrange point L1. Sankarasubramanian is a senior 
solar scientist at the UR Rao Satellite Centre (URSC), 
Bengaluru. He currently heads the Space Astronomy 
Group (SAG) at URSC. SAG is involved in developing 
scientific payloads for the upcoming missions of 
Aditya-L1, XPoSat, and a science payload onboard the 
Chandrayaan-3 propulsion module. He is also the 
Principal Investigator for one of the X-ray payloads 
onboard Aditya-L1. 
ISRO: 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founder: Vikram Sarabhai 
 Founded: 15 August 1969 
 Subsidiary: Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
 
Pradeep Singh Kharola appointed CMD of ITPO 

 

Former Civil Aviation Secretary Pradeep Singh 
Kharola was named Chairman and Managing Director 
of India Trade Promotion Organization (ITPO). 
Kharola, a Karnataka cadre Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer from the 1985 batch, retired as 
civil aviation secretary in September last year. In 
March of this year, he was appointed chairman of the 
National Recruitment Agency (NRA), which is 
responsible for conducting computer-based Common 
Eligibility Tests for government job recruitment. The 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has 
accepted Kharola's appointment as Chairman and 
Managing Director, ITPO, on a contract basis for two 
years from the date of assumption of charge of the post. 
He will continue to serve as chairman of the NRA until 
a regular incumbent is appointed in his place. The ACC 
appointed B V R Subrahmanyam as the ITPO chief for 
two years last month, following his retirement as 
Commerce Secretary on September 30. 
ITPO: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1 April 1977 
 Subsidiaries: TNTPO; KTPO; NCTI 
 
Aramane Giridhar appointed as New Defence 
Secretary 

 
Aramane Giridhar, the Road Transport and Highways 
Secretary have been named the new defence secretary 
as part of a top-level bureaucratic reshuffle effected by 
the Centre. Alka Upadhyaya, the chairperson of the 
National Highways Authority of India, has been 
appointed after Giridhar as the new Road and Transport 
Secretary. Sanjay Malhotra, Financial Services 
Secretary will be the new Revenue Secretary. He has 
been chosen as an Officer on Special Duty in the 
Revenue Department. Malhotra will be succeeding as 
the Revenue Secretary after Tarun Bajaj completes his 
term on November 20, 2022. He will succeed Ajay 
Kumar. 
Defence Secretary: 
 Salary: ₹225,000 monthly 
 Term length: Two years, term can be extended. 
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Indus Waters Treaty: World Bank appoints neutral 
expert, chairman of Court of Arbitration 

 
The World Bank has appointed a "neutral expert" and a 
chairman of the Court of Arbitration regarding the 
Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric power plants, in 
view of disagreements and differences between India 
and Pakistan over the 1960 Indus Water Treaty. Michel 
Lino has been appointed as the Neutral Expert and Sean 
Murphy has been appointed as Chairman of the Court 
of Arbitration. The highly qualified experts appointed 
as Neutral Expert and as members of the Court of 
Arbitration will engage in fair and careful consideration 
of their jurisdictional mandate, as they are empowered 
to do by the Treaty. India and Pakistan signed the treaty 
in 1960 after nine years of negotiations, with the 
Washington-based World Bank being a signatory. The 
treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and 
information exchange between the two countries 
regarding their use of the rivers. However, India and 
Pakistan disagree over whether the technical design 
features of Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric power 
plants contravene the Treaty. 
 
Deependra Singh Rathore named as Interim CEO 
of Paytm Payments Bank 

 
Paytm Payments Bank has appointed Deependra Singh 
Rathore as the interim chief executive officer (CEO), in 
addition to his role as chief product & technology 
officer. Deependra Singh Rathore being the new 
interim CEO for now, in addition to his existing job as 
chief product and technology officer. CEO Satish 
Gupta is retiring. In addition, Sunil Chander Sharma, a 

former IRS officer, will be the new COO for the 
company. As the COO, he would oversee the functions 
of customer support, retail operations, legal and Law 
Enforcement Agencies (LEA) and Human Resources 
and Administration. 
Paytm: 
 Founded: August 2010 
 Parent organization: One97 Communications 
 Founder: Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
 Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh 
 
Etihad Airways appoints Antonoaldo Neves as new 
CEO after ADQ's takeover 

 
Abu Dhabi state carrier Etihad's parent company has 
appointed Antonoaldo Neves as its new chief executive 
officer, replacing Tony Douglas, after the emirate's 
government transferred Etihad's ownership to wealth 
fund ADQ. Douglas, Etihad's CEO since 2018, will 
serve as an adviser to the board of ADQ Aviation and 
Aerospace Services Company. Neves was CEO and a 
board member of TAP, Portugal's national carrier, from 
July 2017 to September 2020. 
Etihad Airways: 
 CEO: Tony Douglas  
 Headquarters: Khalifa City, Abu Dhabi 
 Founders: Ahmed bin Saif Al Nahyan, Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan 
 Parent organizations: Etihad Aviation Group, 

ETIHAD AIRWAYS PJSC 
 
Sanjay Malhotra to succeed Tarun Bajaj as 
Revenue Secretary 
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The government named Financial Services Secretary 
Sanjay Malhotra as Revenue Secretary. He will 
succeed Tarun Bajaj, who is retiring on November 30.  
The government has appointed Vivek Joshi as the 
financial services secretary. He is currently the 
Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner 
in the Ministry of Home Affairs. He will be appointed 
as Officer on Special Duty in the Department of 
Revenue. The government has made many secretary-
level appointments which is made by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet. Nagendra Nath Sinha, 
currently the rural development secretary, will take 
charge as the secretary of the Ministry of Steel after 
Sanjay Kumar Singh, retires on December 31. 
Nagendra Nath Sinha will serve as Officer on Special 
Duty in the Ministry of Steel starting from December 
1. Shailesh Kumar Singh will become the rural 
development secretary. Singh currently an additional 
secretary and development commissioner in the 
Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises, 
will immediately assume charge as Officer on Special 
Duty in the Ministry of Rural Development's rural 
development department. 
 
ICAS Bharati Das named as the new Controller 
General of Accounts 

 
The government of India has appointed Ms. Bharati 
Das, as Controller General of Accounts (CGA), 
Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure. She 
has held an important position at various levels in 
Central Ministries such as Civil Aviation, Finance, 
Health, Ministry of External Affairs, Home Affairs, 
CBDT, etc. Besides working as an Asstt. Financial 
Advisor & Deputy Financial Advisor in the Ministry of 
Surface Transport, She has also served as the CCA at 
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Director at 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, and Deputy Secretary at 
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. She is 
the 27th Controller General of Accounts, Ministry of 
Finance. 
 

Controller General of Accounts: 
Controller General of Accounts (CGA) is 'the Principal 
Advisor' on Accounting matters to the Union 
Government. CGA is responsible for establishing and 
managing a technically sound Management 
Accounting System and preparation & submission of 
the accounts of the Union Government. 
 
The Swedish parliament elected Ulf Kristersson as 
the prime minister 

 
The Swedish parliament elected Ulf Kristersson — the 
conservative Moderate Party leader — as the Prime 
Minister at the head of a coalition that is supported by 
a once radical far-right party. Mr. Kristersson, 59, was 
elected by 176-173 votes.  His three-party coalition 
does not have a majority, but in Sweden, prime 
ministers can govern as long as there is no 
parliamentary majority against them. Mr. Kristersson's 
center-right coalition government comprises his party 
and the Liberals and the Christian Democrats, but it 
will remain in “close collaboration” with the Sweden 
Democrats. He depends on the support of the Sweden 
Democrats to secure a majority in Parliament, putting 
the party in a position to influence government policy 
from the sidelines even without Cabinet seats. The 
Sweden Democrats were founded in the 1980s by far-
right extremists. They toned down their rhetoric and 
expelled openly racist members under Jimmie 
Akesson, who took over the party in 2005. Mr. 
Kristersson will be replacing Magdalena Andersson, 
who heads Sweden’s largest party, the Social 
Democrats, which now are in opposition. He backs 
Sweden’s historic bid to join NATO following Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in February. 
Swedan: 
 Capital: Stockholm 
 Currency: Swedish krona 
 Prime Minister: Ulf Kristersson 
 Official language: Swedish 
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Former Infosys President Ravi Kumar joins 
Cognizant 

 
Former Infosys president Ravi Kumar is joining as 
president of Cognizant Americas. He succeeds 
Dharmendra Kumar (DK) Sinha who retired from 
Cognizant last year. At present, Sinha is the president 
of the public cloud business unit in Rackspace 
Technology. The former Infosys president will also be 
joining Cognizant’s executive committee and will be 
based in New York. Cognizant Americas accounts for 
over 70 percent of the company’s total annual revenues. 
Surya Gummadi will continue to hold the post of 
interim president for Cognizant Americas till Kumar 
joins, after which he will move to lead Cognizant’s $5-
billion health sciences business. 
Infosys: 
 CEO: Salil Parekh  
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founded: 2 July 1981 
 Founders: N.r. Narayana Murthy, Nandan 

Nilekani, S. D. Shibulal, Kris Gopalakrishnan, N. 
S. Raghavan, K. Dinesh, Ashok Arora 

 Subsidiaries: Infosys BPM, EdgeVerve, Skava, 
Infosys Consulting 

 
Adani Airports appoints Ericsson veteran Arun 
Bansal as CEO 

 
Adani Airports appointed Ericsson veteran Arun 
Bansal as CEO. Bansal, who spent 25 years in the 
Swedish telecom community firm, was most just lately 
president for Europe and Latin America. Zandi, a 
former CEO of Fraport, was appointed because of the 

CEO of Adani Airports in January 2020. Zandi was 
made the CEO of the aeronautics enterprise at Adani 
Airports. Adani airports own 74% of Mumbai 
Worldwide Airport Ltd and operate six different 
airports. Adani’s airports account for 25% of airport 
footfalls and 40% of air cargo in India. Prakash 
Tulsiani, a former CEO of Allcargo, heads the Mumbai 
airport.  
Adani Airports: 
 Headquarters: Ahmedabad 
 Founded: 2 August 2019 
 Parent organization: Adani Group 
 
Roger Binny elected as BCCI President 

 
Roger Binny has been officially elected as the 36th 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) president. 
Binny was the only candidate to file a nomination for 
the post and was elected unopposed at the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) on October 18, 2022, in 
Mumbai. Binny succeeded former Indian captain 
Sourav Ganguly, whose three-year tenure as the board 
chief came to end. Ganguly will now participate in the 
contest for the Cricket Association of Bengal top post.  
Jay Shah has been elected as the secretary, Ashish 
Shelar as the treasurer, Rajeev Shukla will be the vice 
president, and Devajit Saikia as the Joint Secretary. 
Outgoing treasurer Arun Dhumal has been appointed as 
the new IPL chairman succeded Birjesh Patel.  
 
Apoorva Srivastava named India’s Ambassador to 
the Slovak Republic 
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Apoorva Srivastava, a diplomat in the Indian Foreign 
Service, has been appointed to serve as India’s 
Ambassador to the Slovak Republic. An officer of the 
2001 batch, she currently serves as Consul-General at 
the Consulate of India in Toronto. Prior to this, she 
served in various positions in the Ministry of External 
Affairs and has been posted in Kathmandu and Paris, 
among other locations. Partha Satpathy, an 
Ambassador of India to the Republic of Hungary, has 
been appointed India's next Ambassador to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  
Slovak Republic: 
 Capital: Bratislava 
 President: Zuzana Čaputová 
 Currency: Euro 
 
President appoints Dr. Justice DY Chandrachud as 
new Chief Justice of India 

 
President Droupadi Murmu has appointed Dr. Justice 
DY Chandrachud as the new Chief Justice of India. He 
will succeed present Chief Justice of India Justice Uday 
Umesh Lalit. Justice DY Chandrachud would be the 
50th Chief Justice of India. Born in 1959, Justice 
Chandrachud was appointed Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India on 13th May 2016. Earlier, he served as 
Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court. He had 
completed his LLB from Campus Law Centre from 
Delhi University and obtained LLM degree and a 
Doctorate in Juridical Sciences from Harvard Law 
School in USA. 
CJI: 
 Tenure: Until the age of 65 
 Appointer: President of India 
 Salary: ₹280,000 per month 
 
GlaxoSmithKline Pharma names Bhushan 
Akshikar as new Managing Director 
 
The Board of GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals (GSK 
India) appointed Bhushan Akshikar as managing 
director of the company for four years effective from 

December 1, 2022. Akshikar succeeds Sridhar 
Venkatesh who is moving to a new senior role within 
GSK Group on November 30. 

Akshikar with over 26 years of experience within the 
pharmaceutical industry, joined GSK India in 
September 2011 to lead the specialty and commercial 
excellence business units. In 2014, he was appointed 
Head of the Mass Markets business. He was 
subsequently elevated as the MD of the publicly listed 
entity of GSK in Nigeria, Africa at the end- of 2016.   
GlaxoSmithKline Pharma: 
 Headquarters: Brentford, United Kingdom 
 CEO: Emma Walmsley 
 Founded: 27 December 2000 
 
Wall Street investment bank JP Morgan elevates 
Kaustubh Kulkarni as India's head 
 
Wall Street investment bank JP Morgan has announced 
a slew of appointments, including a new India head 
Kaustubh Kulkarni to succeed the incumbent Madhav 
Kalyan, who is moving to a larger global role within 
the company. Kalyan will be heading the payments 
division in the Asia Pacific effective from November 1 
and is succeeding Sridhar Kanthadai, who will be 
moving into his new role as co-head of global payment 
rails and payment VAS. Kalyan, however, will 
continue as vice-chairman of Asia Pacific. Kulkarni 
succeeds Kalyan as a senior country officer (country 
head) for India, effective November 1. In another 
appointment, Navin Wadhwani has been appointed as 
head of investment banking for JP Morgan India. 
Wadhwani joins Reliance Industries where he headed 
M&A for the past 10 years. Before that, he was a senior 
managing director at Rothschild India. 
JP Morgan Chase: 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 Founded: 31 December 2000 
 Subsidiaries: Chase Bank, J.P. Morgan Asset 

Management, Inc.,  
 President: Gordon A. Smith, Daniel E. Pinto 
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Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan takes charge as 
SEBI whole time member 

 
Former banker Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan took 
charge as the fourth whole time member (WTM) in the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). 
Narayan, who has been a member of various advisory 
committees of Sebi and RBI, has been appointed for an 
initial period of three years. Before assuming charge, 
Narayan was an associate professor at SP Jain Institute 
of Management & Research. He has over two and half 
decades of experience in the banking and financial 
markets, during which he held the position of Regional 
Head of Financial Markets for ASEAN and South Asia 
at Standard Chartered Bank. He has strong expertise in 
foreign currency, interest rates, derivatives and debt 
capital markets. Narayan has also worked with 
Deutsche Bank and Citibank. Narayan has been given 
Market Intermediaries Regulation and Supervision 
Department (MIRSD), Alternative Investment Fund 
and Foreign Portfolio Investors Department (AFD), 
Integrated Surveillance Department (ISD), Department 
of Economic & Policy Analysis (DEPA) and 
Information Technology Department (ITD). 
SEBI: 
 Founded: 12 April 1992 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Chairperson : Madhabi Puri Buch 
 
Chief Justices of Rajasthan, Karnataka, J&K and 
Ladakh HCs named 

 

Justice P B Varale of the Bombay High Court was 
elevated as the Chief Justice of the Karnataka High 
Court while Justice AM Magrey, a judge of the Jammu 
and Kashmir HC, was appointed its chief justice. 
Incumbent Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court, Justice Pankaj Mithal was transferred to the 
Rajasthan High Court in the same capacity. As per the 
Constitutional provisions, Justice Pankaj Mittal is 
transferred to Rajasthan as Chief Justice of Rajasthan 
HC, Justice PB Varale is appointed as Chief Justice of 
Karnataka HC & Justice AM Magrey as Chief Justice 
of J&K & Ladakh HC 
 
A Balasubramanian re-elected as Chairman of 
Association of Mutual Funds in India 

 
A Balasubramanian has been re-elected as the chairman 
of the Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI), 
and Radhika Gupta as the vice-chairperson of the 
industry body. As the chairman of AMFI, A 
Balasubramanian will also continue as the ex-officio 
chairman of the AMFI Financial Literacy Committee. 
The chairman and the vice-chairperson will hold office 
until the conclusion of the 28th AGM. 
AMFI: 
 Founded: 22 August 1995 
 CEO: N.S.Venkatesh 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 
Smriti Mandhana unveiled as Gulf Oil India 
ambassador 
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Indian cricket star Smriti Mandhana has signed on as a 
brand ambassador of lubricant manufacturer Gulf Oil 
India. India women’s vice-captain joins current men’s 
cricket ace Hardik Pandya and former captain 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni as an ambassador for the 
company. Through the partnership, Gulf Oil stated that 
it aims to ‘celebrate women power’ and ‘inspire female 
audience in the country’, while also honouring the 
achievements of Indian women cricketers.  
 
 
Sibi George appointed India's next ambassador to 
Japan 

 
Senior Diplomat Sibi George was appointed as the next 
Indian Ambassador to Japan. Sibi George is a 1993-
batch Indian Foreign Service Officer. He is currently 
serving as the ambassador of India to Kuwait. Sibi 
George will replace Sanjay Kumar Verma as the 
representative of India to Japan. The Ministry of 
External Affairs has informed us that Sibi George will 
take up the new assignments shorty. 
 
SBI General Insurance appoints Kishore Kumar 
Poludasu as MD & CEO 

 
Shri Kishore Kumar Poludasu has been named the new 
managing director and chief executive officer of SBI 
General Insurance Company Limited. Kishore Kumar 
Poludasu was appointed with effect from October 4th, 
2022, and was nominated for the job by the parent 
corporation, State Bank of India. Since 1991, Shri 
Kishore Kumar Poludasu has worked for the State 
Bank of India and has held a number of roles there. 

State Bank of India:  
 Chairman: Dinesh Kumar Khara 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 
Govt appoints Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma as 
Presiding officer of UAPA Tribunal 

 
The government has appointed Justice Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma of the Delhi High Court as the Presiding officer 
of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal. 
Justice Sharma was appointed by Delhi High Court 
Chief Justice S C Sharma. The presiding officer has 
been appointed to review the ban on the Popular Front 
of India (PFI) and its associates. The centre has recently 
banned PFI for five years, after seizing incriminating 
documents during the search operations at the offices 
of the outfit and the residences of its office bearers. 
 
RBI approves Prashant Kumar's appointment as 
Yes Bank CEO for three years 

 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the 
appointment of Prashant Kumar as MD and CEO of 
Yes Bank for three years with effect from October 6, 
2022. Kumar was appointed as Managing Director & 
Chief Executive Officer of Yes Bank post the 
Reconstruction in March 2020. Under his leadership, 
the bank embarked on transformation journey to 
emerge as a re-energized, re-capitalized and 
recalibrated organization, while continuing to fulfil its 
unwavering commitment towards its customers and 
stakeholders. Prior to joining Yes Bank, Kumar was 
Deputy Managing Director & CFO of India's largest 
bank SBI, where he served in various capacities. 
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Yes Bank 
 Founded: 2004 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founders: Rana Kapoor, Ashok Kapur 
 
Captain Ibrahim Traore chosen as President of 
Burkina Faso 

 
Captain Ibrahim Traore was appointed as president of 
Burkina Faso, after the West African country's second 
coup in less than nine months. The impoverished Sahel 
nation plunged into renewed turmoil when Lieutenant-
Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba -- who had 
seized power in January -- was toppled by newly 
emerged rival Traore, leading a faction of disgruntled 
junior officers. It was the most recent coup to occur in 
the Sahel, a region that, like Burkina Faso, is grappling 
with an escalating Islamist insurgency. 
Burkina Faso: 
 Capital: Ouagadougou 
 Currency: West African CFA franc 
 Continent: Africa 
 Official language: French 
 
Sanjeev Kishore takes over as Director General 
Ordnance 

 
A 1985 batch officer of the Indian Ordnance Factory 
Service (IOFS), Sanjeev Kishore has taken over as the 
Director General of the Indian Ordinance Factory upon 
the superannuation of M K Grag. Before taking over 
the charge of DGO (C &S), Kishore was the Additional 
Director of General Ordnance at the Directorate of 

Ordnance (Coordination & Services), Kolkata. Sanjeev 
Kishore has held many senior positions, including that 
of the first CMD of Armoured Vehicles Nigam Ltd 
(AVNL), one of the seven new DPSUs formed by the 
Government of India in 2021. 
 
Sandeep Kumar Gupta takes charge as CMD of 
GAIL 

 
Sandeep Kumar Gupta assumed charge as the chairman 
and managing director of GAIL (India) Limited.  
Gupta, who will replace Manoj Jain, has a wide 
experience of over 34 years in the oil and gas industry.  
Before joining GAIL, he was working with Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) since 2019. Gupta, 56, is a 
commerce graduate and a fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India. In June, the Public 
Enterprises Selection Board (PESB) had selected him 
for the top role at GAIL after interviewing 10 
candidates. 
GAIL Limited: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1984 
 
Indian-origin Vivek Murthy to represent US on 
WHO Executive Board 

 
Indian-origin Dr Vivek Murthy has been nominated by 
US President Joe Biden to serve as the country's 
representative on the World Health Organisation's 
(WHO) Executive Board. The White House said Dr 
Murthy will continue his duties as the US Surgeon 
General alongside his new position. He was confirmed 
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by the US Senate in March 2021 to serve as the 21st 
Surgeon General of the country. He previously served 
as the 19th Surgeon General under President Barack 
Obama. The first Surgeon General of Indian descent, 
Dr Murthy, was raised in Miami and is a graduate of 
Harvard, the Yale School of Medicine, and the Yale 
School of Management. 
 
Election Commission of India makes actor Pankaj 
Tripathi its 'national icon' 

 
Actor Pankaj Tripathi was named a “national icon" by 
the Election Commission of India.  
The award was given to the 46-year-old actor for “his 
association with ECI in raising awareness amongst 
voters." Tripathi had joined the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) when he was at Magadh 
University in Patna. One of Tripathi’s most well-
known roles revolved around the electoral process. He 
starred in Newton, for which he received the National 
Award in 2017, as a CRPF officer tasked with holding 
elections in a region of Chhattisgarh’s jungles that was 
rife with conflict. 
Election Commission of India 
 Formed: 25 January 1950 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Current executive: Rajiv Kumar 
 
Sujoy Lal Thaosen, Anish Dayal Singh Appointed 
New DGs of CRPF, ITBP 

 
Senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officers Sujoy Lal 
Thaosen and Anish Dayal Singh have been appointed 
as the new director generals of the Central Reserve 

Police Force (CRPF) and Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) respectively. Thaosen’s scheduled retirement is 
in November this year, while Singh will superannuate 
in December 2024.  
Central Reserve Police Force: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 Formed: 27 July 1939 
ITBP: 
 Founded: 24 October 1962 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 
N S Rajan named as the new chairman of ASCI 

 
N S Rajan, Director of August One Partners LLP was 
unanimously elected as Advertising Standards Council 
of India (ASCI)’s Chairman of the Board of Governors.  
Saugata Gupta, Managing Director & CEO, Marico 
Limited, was elected Vice-Chairman, while Shashidhar 
Sinha, Chief Executive Officer at IPG Mediabrands 
India, was appointed Honorary Treasurer at the board 
meeting following the 36th Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of ASCI. The board meeting also saw the 
induction of Virat Tandon, Group CEO of Lintas India, 
and Arun Srinivas, Director, GMS India (Meta), onto 
the board. 
ASCI: 
 Founded: 1985 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Vice Chairman: Rohit Gupta  
 Secretary General: Manisha Kapoor 
 
R. Venkataramani appointed next Attorney-
General (A-G)  
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Senior advocate R. Venkataramani has been appointed 
as the new Attorney General of India. As the Attorney 
General of India, his tenure will be for three years. He 
will succeed K. K. Venugopal, whose term comes to an 
end on September 30. He was designated Senior 
Advocate by the Supreme Court in the year 1997. R. 
Venkataramani has practiced in various branches of 
law. With over four decades of practice at the Supreme 
Court, R. Venkataramani has specialised in 
Constitutional law, Law of Indirect Taxes, Human 
Rights Law, Civil and Criminal Law. 
K K Venugopal, Current Attorney General- 
Outgoing Attorney General K K Venugopal succeeded 
Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi as the 15th AG in July 
2017 for three years. When his three-year tenure came 
to an end in 2020, 91-year-old Venugopal had 
requested that he be relieved of his post, citing his age. 
However, the Government requested him to continue 
and kept extending his tenure. 
 
Shri Sunil Barthwal assumes charge as Secretary, 
Department of Commerce 

 
Senior IAS officer Sunil Barthwal assumed charge as 
the commerce secretary. Barthwal, a 1989-batch officer 
of the Bihar cadre, previously served as the labour and 
employment secretary. Sunil Barthwal replaced 
Subrahmanyam, a 1987-batch IAS officer of the 
Chhattisgarh cadre, who was appointed as chairman 
and managing director, India Trade Promotion 
Organisation on a contract basis for a period of two 
years following his superannuation. 
 
Samantha Cristoforetti becomes first woman of 
Europe to command International Space Station 
 
Samantha Cristoforetti has been appointed as the first 
woman to command International Space Station. She 
succeeded Russian Cosmonaut Oleg Artemyev during 
a live ceremony from space. Oleg Artemyec gave 
Samantha a symbolic key to hand over command and a 
little tube containing cake. Samantha will be the fifth 

and first woman European commander of the 
International Space Station.  

Born in 1977, in Milan, Samantha is an Italian 
European Space Agency astronaut. She is also a former 
air force pilot and engineer. Cristoforetti holds the 
record for the longest continuous spacelight by a 
European astronaut. Until June 2017, she also held the 
record for the longest single space flight by a woman 
which was later broken by Peggy Whitson. Cristoforetti 
is also the first Italian female in space.  
 
Vinayak Godse to take over as new CEO of Data 
Security Council of India  

 
Data Security Council of India (DSCI), a leading 
industry organisation founded by NASSCOM, 
promoted senior vice president Vinayak Godse and 
named him the organization’s new CEO. Vinayak 
Godse will succeed Rama Vedashree, who oversaw 
Data Security Council of India (DSCI) for nearly six 
years. Vedashree also served on the Justice BN 
Srikrishna committee, which was charged with 
developing a model for the nation’s Personal Data 
Protection Bill. Vinayak Godse will start serving as 
CEO of Data Security Council of India (DSCI) from 
October 1. A selection committee of the Data Security 
Council of India (DSCI) Board, led by current 
chairman Rajendra S. Pawar, former Data Security 
Council of India (DSCI) chairman Dr. N. Balakrishnan, 
NASSCOM President, and other board members, made 
the decision. 
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Lieutenant General Anil Chauhan (Retired) 
appointed as next Chief of Defence Staff 

 
The Government has appointed Lieutenant General 
Anil Chauhan (Retired) as the next Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS). Lieutenant General Chauhan will also 
function as Secretary, Department of Military Affairs 
with effect from the date of his assumption of charge. 
In a career spanning over nearly 40 years, Lieutenant 
General Anil Chauhan held several command, staff and 
instrumental appointments and had extensive 
experience in counter-insurgency operations in Jammu 
and Kashmir and North-East India. The post of Chief 
of Defence Staff has been lying vacant since death of 
General Bipin Rawat in a helicopter crash on 8th 
December last year. 
 
Senior IAS officer Rajendra Kumar appointed 
ESIC Director General 

 
Senior bureaucrat Rajendra Kumar has been appointed 
the director general of the Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation, as part of a senior-level bureaucratic 
reshuffle effected by the Centre. Kumar, a 1992-batch 
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the 
Tamil Nadu cadre, is currently an additional secretary 
in the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology. He has been appointed the DG of ESIC, 
an order issued by the Personnel Ministry. 
Employees’ State Insurance Corporation: 
 Founded: 25 February 1952 
 Owner: Ministry of Labour and Employment, 

Government of India 
 

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
named as kingdom's new Prime Minister 

 
Saudi Arabia's King Salman bin Abdulaziz named his 
son and heir Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman as 
the kingdom's prime minister and his second son Prince 
Khalid as defence minister. The reshuffle kept another 
son, Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, as energy minister, 
the aged king said in the royal decree. Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, Finance Minister 
Mohammed al-Jadaan and Investment Minister Khalid 
al-Falih remain in their positions. Salman previously 
served as Deputy Prime Minister as well as Defence 
Minister.  
Saudi Arabia:  
 Capital: Riyadh 
 Currency: Saudi riyal 
 
Filippo Grandi re-elected as UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 

 
The General Assembly has re-elected Italian diplomat 
Filippo Grandi as the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) for a term of two years and a half. 
His new term begins on July 1, 2023, and ends on 
December 31, 2025. Grandi's re-election was adopted 
by the General Assembly without a vote. Grandi has 
been UNHCR since January 1, 2016. His immediate 
predecessor was Antonio Guterres, who is currently the 
UN Secretary-General. Between January 2010 and 
March 2014, Grandi headed the UN agency for 
Palestine refugees, formally known as the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East. 
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UNHCR: 
 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
 Founded: 14 December 1950 
 Founder: United Nations 
 Parent organization: United Nations 
 
Appointment of Sanjai Kumar as new Chairman & 
MD of Railtel 

 
As the new Chairman and Managing Director of 
RailTel, Sanjai Kumar is in charge. Sanjai Kumar 
previously held the position of Director (Network 
Planning & Marketing/NPM) at RailTel, along with the 
added responsibility of Director (Project, Operations & 
Maintenance/POM). The University of Allahabad 
awarded Kumar a Bachelor of Technology in 
Electronic and Telecommunication Engineering, while 
the Management Development Institute in Gurugram 
awarded him a Post Graduate Diploma in Management. 
 
Giorgia Meloni wins Italy's election, set to become 
country's 1st female PM 

 
Far-right leader Giorgia Meloni has claimed victory in 
Italy's election, and is set to become the country's first 
female Prime Minister. Meloni will form Italy's most 
right-wing government since World War Two. Meloni 
will take over from Prime Minister Mario Draghi, the 
former head of the European Central Bank, who pushed 
Rome to the centre of EU policy-making during his 18-
month stint in office, forging close ties with Paris and 
Berlin. 

 
Italy:  
 President: Sergio Mattarella 
 Capital: Rome 
 Currency: Euro 
 
Dr Rajiv Bahl appointed ICMR Director General 
for 3 years 

 
Dr Rajiv Bahl has been appointed as the new director 
general of the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR)-cum-secretary of the department of health 
Research for a period of three years. Bahl currently 
heads the research on maternal, newborn child and 
adolescent health cum-newborn unit on maternal, 
Department of Maternal Newborn Child and 
Adolescent Health and Ageing, at the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in Geneva. His predecessor, Dr 
Balram Bhargava’s extended tenure as director general 
of ICMR and secretary of the Department of Health 
Research ended in July. Bhargava was appointed to the 
post on April 16, 2018, for four years. The 
Appointment Committee of the Cabinet has approved 
the appointment of Dr Rajiv Bahl. 
 
ICMR: 
ICMR, New Delhi, the apex body in India for the 
formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical 
research, is one of the oldest medical research bodies in 
the world. The premier medical research organization 
promotes and supports intramural and extramural 
research activities in the fields of communicable and 
non-communicable diseases and basic medical 
sciences. ICMR has 27 institutes located in different 
parts of India. 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founder: Government of India 
 Founded: 1911 
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PM launches Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan 
Urvarak Pariyojana – One Nation One Fertiliser 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the ‘One 
Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme. The prime minister also 
released PM-KISAN funds worth Rs 16,000 crore 
through Direct Benefit Transfer, as well as inaugurated 
the PM Kisan Samman Sammelan 2022 at the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute. An e-magazine on 
fertilisers, called Indian Edge was launched by the 
prime minister, while 600 Pradan Mantri Sammridhi 
Kendra were inaugurated.   
What is the ‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme? 
The ‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme or the 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana was 
launched during the event. Under this scheme, all types 
of fertilisers, whether it is DAP, NPK, or urea will be 
sold under the brand name of ‘Bharat’. This will 
standardise fertilizer brands across the nation 
irrespective of the company that manufactures. The 
‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme will ensure 
affordable quality fertiliser of Bharat brand to the 
farmers. With the ‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme, 
the farmer will get rid of all kinds of confusion about 
the quality of the fertilisers and its availability. Now the 
urea sold in the country will be of the same name, same 
brand and same quality and this brand are Bharat! Now 
urea will be available only under the ‘Bharat’ brand 
name in the entire country.  This scheme will result in 
a reduction of the cost of fertilisers and increase their 
availability. 
 
Cabinet approves PM-DevINE Scheme 
 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, has approved a new Scheme, Prime 
Minister’s Development Initiative for North East 
Region (PM-DevINE) for the remaining four years of 
the 15th Finance Commission from 2022-23 to 2025-
26.  The new Scheme, PM-DevINE, is a Central Sector 
Scheme with 100% Central funding and will be 
implemented by Ministry of Development of North 
Eastern Region (DoNER). The PM-DevINE Scheme 
will have an outlay of Rs.6,600 crore for the four year 
period from 2022-23 to 2025-26 (remaining years of 
15th Finance Commission period). 
 

India’s first 'Kadavur Slender Loris Sanctuary’ 
 
The Tamil Nadu government notifies the country's first 
Kadavur slender loris sanctuary. The sanctuary will be 
covering 11,806 hectares in the Karur and Dindigul 
districts of the State. The sanctuary will play a vital role 
in conserving the species and is another milestone in 
Tamil Nadu’s conservation efforts. With these steps, 
Tamil Nadu is setting new benchmarks in the 
conservation of endangered wild species. 
 
Key Points:  
 Slender lorises are nocturnal mammals and are 

arboreal in nature. 
 Loris spends most of their life on trees. 
 The species is considered endangered by the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). 

 Slender Loris is a biological predator of pests of 
agricultural crops and benefits farmers. 

 The species has a broad range of ecological roles 
and importance to play in the terrestrial 
environment. 

 The survival of the Kadavur depends on its habitat 
improvement, conservation efforts, and mitigation 
of threats. 

 
Cabinet approves multi-state cooperative societies 
(amendment) bill 2022 
 
The union cabinet approves the multi-state cooperative 
societies (amendment) act. The decision was made to 
improve the ease of doing business, increase financial 
discipline, and practice raising funds in multi-state 
cooperative societies. The amendment bill movement 
was taken to make the governance of multi-State 
Cooperative societies more transparent, accountable, 
and democratic. The bill, which tends to amend the 
multi-state cooperative societies act, of 2002, will 
enhance governance and reform the electoral process. 
It’ll also strengthen the monitoring mechanism and 
improve the composition of the Board and will boost 
transparency and accountability.  
 
 
 

National News National News
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PM Modi to inaugurate Mahakal Lok corridor 
project in Ujjain 
 
Prime Minister Modi will inaugurate Shri Mahakal Lok 
at Shri Mahakaleshwar Temple in Ujjain, Madhya 
Pradesh.  It has been built in the Mahakaleshwar temple 
of Ujjain, one of the 12 Jyotirlingas of India. Shri 
Mahakal Lok is a place where all the mythological 
stories of Lord Shankar will be witnessed at one place.  
Once the inauguration is complete, the temple area will 
increase from 2.87 hectares to 47 hectares. It will also 
increase the holding capacity significantly. The average 
cost of Shri Mahakal Corridor is Rs.800 crore, built on 
the lines of Kashi Vishwanath Corridor. 
 
India emerges as largest producer of sugar in world 
 
India has emerged as the world’s largest producer and 
second largest exporter of sugar.  In Sugar Season 
2021-22, a record of more than five thousand lakh 
metric tons of sugarcane was produced in the country.  
Out of this, 35 lakh metric ton sugar was diverted to 
ethanol production and 359 lakh metric ton of sugar 
was produced by sugar mills. As per Consumer Affairs, 
Food, and Public Distribution Ministry, the season has 
proven to be a watershed season for the Indian Sugar 
Sector. Records highest sugar exports of over 109 lakh 
metric tons have been registered. 
 
NGT slaps Rs 3,800 cr fine on Telangana govt for 
waste management failure 
 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has imposed a fine 
of Rs 3,800 crore on Telangana government for its 
failure to treat solid and liquid waste. The green court 
was dealing with the issue of solid and liquid waste 
management as per the orders of a 2014 Supreme Court 
ruling. The tribunal also directed Telangana 
government to devise an operative mechanism by 
which service providers with due diligence process can 
execute work relating to solid and sewage management 
simultaneously throughout the State - all districts, cities 
and towns. The restoration measures to sewage 
management would include: setting up of sewage 
treatment and utilisation systems, upgrading 
systems/operations of existing sewage treatment 
facilities to ensure utilization of their full capacities, 
ensuring compliance of standards, including those of 
fecal coliform and setting up of proper fecal sewage 
and sludge management in rural areas. 

Telangana: 
 Founded: 2 June 2014 
 Capital: Hyderabad 
 Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
 Chief minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 
 
PM launches YUVA 2.0 scheme for mentoring 
young authors 
 
Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring Young 
Authors - YUVA 2.0 was launched on October 2, to 
promote reading, writing, and book culture in the 
country.  In view of the significant impact of the first 
edition of YUVA with large-scale participation from 
young and budding authors in 22 different Indian 
languages and English, YUVA 2.0 has been launched. 
The launch of YUVA 2.0 (Young, Upcoming and 
Versatile Authors) is in tune with the Prime Minister’s 
vision to encourage the youth to understand and 
appreciate India's democracy. It will help to develop a 
stream of writers who can write on a spectrum of 
subjects to promote the Indian heritage, culture, and 
knowledge system. A total of 75 authors will be 
selected through an All India Contest to be conducted 
through www.mygov.in. From 2nd October - 30th 
November this year. The winners will be announced on 
28 February next year. The young authors will be 
trained by eminent authors and mentors from 1st March 
to 31st August 2023. 
 
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
inaugurates 13th FICCI Global Skills Summit 2022 
 
Union Education and Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship Minister, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 
inaugurated and addressed the 13th FICCI Global 
Skills Summit 2022 on the theme of “Education to 
Employability – Making It Happen.” in New Delhi.  
The Summit would look through the NEP lens and 
focus on how India can become the “Skill Capital of the 
World,” using the UN Sustainable Development Goal 
4 (SDG4) as an underlying theme. 
 
 
Assam to use portable device 'SAANS' to stop 
neonatal deaths 
 
The Assam government has decided to use SAANS, an 
air pressure machine developed by a Bangalore-based 
start-up, in the state-run hospitals across the state. 
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‘SAANS’ is a portable neonatal Continuous Positive 
Air Pressure (CPAP) system that can provide lifesaving 
breathing support to infants in hospital settings as well 
as during travel. The decision comes following the 
success of a pilot project to reduce neonatal mortality 
with special equipment. 
 
Government bans Popular Front of India (PFI) and 
its affiliates for five years 
 
The Central Government has declared Popular Front of 
India (PFI)  and its associates and affiliates as an 
unlawful association with immediate effect for a period 
of five years. PFI and its associates and affiliates 
including Rehab India Foundation, Campus Front of 
India, All India Imams Council, National 
Confederation of Human Rights Organization, 
National Women’s Front, Junior Front, Empower India 
Foundation, and Rehab Foundation, Kerala have been 
involved in the violent terrorist activities with an intent 
to create a reign of terror in the country. The 
government is of the opinion that if there is no 
immediate curb of unlawful activities of the PFI and 
related fronts, they will use this opportunity to continue 
its subversive activities thereby disturbing public order 
and undermining the constitutional setup of the 
country.  They will encourage and enforce terror-based 
regressive regimes and continue propagating anti-
national sentiments and radicalize a particular section 
of society with the intention to create disaffection 
against the country. In view of this, it is necessary to 
declare the PFI and its associates, affiliates, and fronts 
as unlawful association with immediate effect. 
Recently, the National Investigation Agency,  
Enforcement Directorate, and State Police carried out a 
joint operation at premises linked to  PFI  in several 
states.  
 
Chandigarh airport to rename after Bhagat Singh 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the decision 
to rename the Chandigarh airport after Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh. The decision has been taken as a tribute to the 
freedom fighter. By Airports Council International, it 
was also awarded as the ‘Best Airport by Hygiene 

Mesures” in Asia-Pacific in 2021. Chandigarh Airport 
processed all its civil and commercial operations from 
the civil enclave of the Indian Air Force Station. 
 
 
PM Modi declares Modhera as India’s first 24*7 
solar powered village 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has declared Modhera 
in Gujarat’s Mehsana district as first 24*7 solar 
powered villages in India. PM Modi also said that 
earlier Modhera was only famous for Sun temple but 
now it’ll be also known as a solar-powered village. 
Prime Minister Modi prayed in Modheshwari goddess 
Temple at Modhera and witnessed the wonderful 3d 
projection mapping and heritage light and sound show 
at the iconic Modhera Sun temple. A ground-mounted 
solar power plant and more than 1,300 rooftop solar 
systems on government and residential buildings have 
been installed to make Modhera the first 24*7 solar-
powered villages in India. The solar energy will 
empower New India to reach its streamlined target and 
people will install solar panels in their houses and 
farmers will produce electricity from their farms. Solar 
energy is a renewable source of energy. People can use 
and generate it again with the same setup. Solar plants 
help in reducing the electricity bills. People can use 
solar energy for generating electricity and utilize it for 
various purposes. Solar energy can be used to generate 
electricity in areas without access to the energy grid, to 
distill water in areas with limited clean water supplies 
and to power satellites in space. 
 
Background 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation for 
several projects of more than three thousand crore 
rupees at Delwada village near Modhera in Mahesana 
district of Gujarat. Also the 80 crore rupees project in 
Madhera is the first solar-powered village with a joint 
effort of the State and Central government. For the 
storage of solar power that can be utilized during night, 
a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) has also been 
installed at nearby Sajjanpur village. 
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Fiji to host World Hindi Conference for the first 
time next year 
 
Fiji will host the prestigious World Hindi Conference 
for the first time next year to make the country a new 
launching pad to popularise Hindi as a global language, 
according to Indian High Commissioner to the South 
Pacific nation PS Kartigeyan.The decision to host the 
World Hindi Conference in Fiji was jointly taken by the 
Indian and the Fijian government. 
Fiji: 
 Capital: Suva 
 Currency: Fijian dollar 
 Continent: Oceania 
 Official languages: Fijian, English, Hindi, Fiji 

Hindi 
 
India, US announce launch of new energy storage 
task force to support clean energy transition 
 
India and US announced the launch of a new energy 
task force to support the large-scale integration of 
renewable energy needed to support the clean energy 
transition. The announcement will strengthen the India-
US partnership in the critical energy sector to new 
levels. There was also a bilateral meeting between 
Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep 
Singh Puri and US Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm, after which the announcement was made. 
 
India to host UNSC members for key counter-terror 
meet on Oct 28, 29 
 
India will host diplomats from all the UNSC member 
states for a key meeting of the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee (CTC) in Mumbai and New Delhi on 
October 28-29. "Members of the UN CTC will pay 
homage to victims of 26/11 terror attacks in Mumbai," 
India's Permanent Representative to the UN said.  India 
is currently Chair of the Security Council Counter-
Terrorism Committee. 
 
Jordan, Egypt agree to raise cooperation in mining, 
petrochemicals, energy 
 
Jordan and Egypt have agreed to increase their 
exchange of expertise in the fields of mining, 

petrochemical industry, oil and natural gas. During a 
virtual meeting the technical committee of officials 
from the two countries also agreed to prepare a 
timetable to support each other's scientific and 
technical needs to help develop natural resources, 
stimulate investments and boost economies. A 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed between 
the two countries in June that encourages exchange of 
expertise in developing natural gas and improving 
public energy distribution. The MoU also encourages 
cooperation in training technical personnel in related 
sectors. 
 
Jordan 
 Capital: Amman 
 Prime Minister: Bisher Al-Khasawneh 
 Currency: Jordanian dinar 
 
Egypt 
 Capital: Cairo 
 Currency: Egyptian pound 
 President: Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
 
Agreement signed between International Solar 
Alliance and International Aviation Group 
 
International Civil Aviation Group signed a 
memorandum of understanding(MoU) with the 
International Solar Alliance.  The MoU has been signed 
to check the growth of CO2 emissions in the 
international aviation sector. The idea of ICAO 
becoming a partner organization of ISA was mooted by 
the Minister in his meeting with the President of ICAO 
during the visit of Minister Jyotiraditya M. Scindia to 
Montreal in May 2022. In four months, the MoU was 
agreed upon and concluded.  
 
What is the significance of ISA? 
The ISA is an alliance of 121 signatory countries and 
32 partner organizations consisting of several UN 
organizations. ISA functions for efficient consumption 
of solar energy to decrease fossil fuels dependency. 
ISA attempts to devise cost-effective and 
transformational solutions for using renewable energy 
in member countries with a focus on delivering on 
impact in LDCs and SlDCs. 
  

International Events 
 

International Events
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Central Govt launches Single Integrated Pensioners 
Portal in collaboration with State Bank of India 
 
Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has launched the 
Single Integrated Pensioners' Portal developed in 
collaboration with the State Bank of India. The portal 
is aimed at “Ease of Living” for the Central 
Government Pensioners.  All the remaining 16 Pension 
disbursing banks shall now begin their integration with 
BHAVISHYA. Bhavishya 9.0 version has been 
released with its integration with the Pension 
Disbursing Banks. BHAVISHYA, a Portal for Pension 
Payment and Tracking System, integrated with the 
Pension Seva portal of SBI and will enable Pensioners 
to get all information and services in one place with a 
single login. On completion of all phases of this 
integration, the retirees can choose a Bank and Branch 
for opening an online Pension Account, check their 
monthly pension slips, Form 16, and Status of Life 
Certificate as well as change their Pension Disbursing 
Bank through BHAVISHYA. BHAVISHYA has 
recently been rated as the 3rd best portal among all 
Government of India service portals by the National e-
Governance Service Delivery Assessment (NeSDA). 
The Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare 
(DoPPW) therefore chose this End-to-End digitized 
portal for the integration with BHAVISHYA as the 
base portal which shall finally become a single window 
for all Central Government Pensioners.  
The following portals have now been merged with the 
BHAVISHYA window: CPENGRAMS, ANUBHAV, 
ANUDAAN, SANKALP & Pension DASHBOARD.   
 
Global growth is forecast to slow from 6.0% in 2021 
to 3.2% in 2022 & 2.7% in 2023 
 
The International Monetary Fund cuts its projection of 
India’s economic growth to 6.8% in 2022, as it joins 
other agencies that have other trimmed forecasts. India 
had grown at 8.7 per cent in 2021-2022( April 2021 to 
March 2022). The International Monetary Fund(IMF) 
projected a gross domestic product (GDP) growth of 
7.4 per cent for India in the year that started in April 
2022. Even that forecast was less than 8.2% projected 
in January this year.  
 
 

Indian space economy to reach $13 bn by 2025: 
Report 
 
India's space economy is likely to be worth nearly USD 
13 billion by 2025, with the satellite launch services 
segment set to witness the fastest growth spurred by 
increasing private participation. The growing demand 
for smaller satellites is set to boost satellite 
manufacturing in the country and will attract global 
start-ups in the sector to help incubate space tech 
companies here, said the report released by the Indian 
Space Association (ISpA) and Ernst and Young. India's 
space economy was pegged at USD 9.6 billion in 2020 
and is expected to touch USD 12.8 billion by 2025, 
according to the report titled 'Developing the Space 
Ecosystem in India: Focusing on Inclusive Growth'. 
 
RBI to commence pilot launch of E-Rupee for 
specific use cases; Issues concept note 
 
Reserve Bank of India has released a Concept Note on 
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) to create 
awareness about the Digital Rupee. It explains the 
objectives, choices, benefits, and risks of issuing a 
digital currency in  India. The concept note also 
discusses issues such as technology and design choices, 
possible uses of the Digital Rupee, issuance 
mechanisms, and role of RBI in introduction of the 
CBDT. It also examines the implications of the 
introduction of digital currency on the banking system, 
monetary policy, financial stability, and privacy. 
According to the release, RBI will soon commence the 
launch of the Digital Rupee on a pilot basis for specific 
use. 
RBI:  
 Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
 Founded: 1 April 1935 
 
BSE gets SEBI's approval to set up a separate social 
stock exchange 
 
BSE has received approval from the Securities 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to set up a social stock 
exchange (SSE) as a separate segment of the BSE. In 
July, SEBI notified rules for Social Stock Exchange 
(SSE) to provide social enterprises with an additional 
avenue to raise funds. The regulator had specified 

Banking & Economy 
 

Banking & Economy
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minimum requirements to be met by a non-profit 
organisation (NPO) for registration with SSE, 
disclosure requirements for NPOs raising funds 
through the issuance of zero-coupon zero principal 
instruments and put in place annual disclosure 
requirements that need to be made by NPOs on such 
exchanges. Also, SEBI has asked social enterprises 
raising funds using SSE to disclose the Annual Impact 
Report (AIR) within 90 days from the end of the 
financial year. Social enterprises eligible to participate 
in the SSE will be NPOs and for-profit social 
enterprises having social intent and impact as their 
primary goal. 
 
World Bank slashes India's economic growth 
forecast to 6.5% for FY23 
 
The World Bank has slashed its growth estimate for 
India by one percentage point to 6.5 per cent for FY23, 
citing the blowback of the Russia-Ukraine war and 
ongoing global monetary policy tightening. This is the 
lowest growth estimate by any multilateral agency for 
FY23. The International Monetary Fund, which 
projected India’s economy to grow at 7.4 per cent, is 
expected to revise its estimate next week. In its latest 
South Asia Economic Update, the multilateral lending 
agency said economic growth in India would slow in 
FY23 because the country was coming off a strong 
recovery in FY22. Earlier, the Reserve Bank of India 
pared its growth estimate for FY23 to 7 per cent from 
7.2 per cent estimated earlier. The World Trade 
Organization (WTO) also slashed its forecast for global 
trade volume growth to 1 per cent from 3.4 per cent 
estimated earlier, which could adversely impact exports 
from India, which contracted in September for the first 
time in 19 months. 
World Bank: 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
 President: David Malpass 
 Founded: July 1944 
 Subsidiaries: International Finance Corporation, 

etc. 
 Parent organization: United Nations 
 
RBI Launches DAKSH- Reserve Bank’s Advanced 
Supervisory Monitoring System 
 
The Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das launched 
a new 'SupTech' initiative DAKSH - the bank's 
Advanced Supervisory Monitoring System, which is 

expected to make the supervisory processes more 
robust.  The RBI has been taking various initiatives in 
strengthening supervision, which among other 
initiatives include adoption of latest data and analytical 
tools as well as leveraging technology for 
implementing more efficient and automated work 
processes. "DAKSH is a web-based end-to-end 
workflow application through which RBI shall monitor 
compliance requirements in a more focused manner 
with the objective of further improving the compliance 
culture in Supervised Entities (SEs) like Banks, 
NBFCs, etc. The application will also enable seamless 
communication, inspection planning and execution, 
cyber incident reporting and analysis, and provision of 
various MIS reports, among others, through a platform 
which enables anytime-anywhere secure access. 
DAKSH means 'efficient' and 'competent', reflecting 
the underlying capabilities of the application. 
 
Naspers terminates $4.7 billion deal to acquire 
BillDesk 
 
The biggest M&A (merger & acquisition) deal in the 
Indian fintech space has been called off. Naspers-
owned Prosus has terminated the $4.7-billion deal to 
acquire India’s leading payments aggregator BillDesk. 
The deal between PayU, the India business of Prosus, 
and BillDesk was announced on August 31, 2021, and 
got approval from the Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) on September 5, 2022. However, approval 
from the Reserve Bank of India was awaited. The 
process was to take at least 45 days. This is perhaps the 
first time that such a large deal, which had 
organisations signing binding agreements, has been 
cancelled, that too after getting the anti-competition 
authority’s approval. In September, Naspers 
announced it was paring its stake in Tencent. The 
company moved shares worth $7.6 billion for market 
trading on Hong Kong’s clearing and settlement 
system. Prosus has been a long-term investor and 
operator in India, putting in close to $6 billion in Indian 
technology companies since 2005. Had the BillDesk 
acquisition gone through, its investment in the country 
would have been above $10 billion. Some of its other 
investments are in Meesho, Byju’s, DeHaat, Mensa 
Brands, and Good Glamm Group. 
 
SEBI allows FPIs to participate in exchange-traded 
commodity derivatives 
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SEBI has allowed Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) to 
participate in the Exchange-Traded Commodity 
Derivatives segment to increase depth and liquidity in 
the market. According to a circular released by SEBI, 
the new guidelines will be effective immediately. The 
regulator has already allowed institutional investors 
such as Category III Alternative Investment Funds 
(AIFs), Portfolio Management Services and Mutual 
Funds to participate in the Exchange Traded Currency 
Derivatives (ETCD) market. 

RBI hikes repo rate by 50 bps to 5.90% for the third 
time in a row 

The Reserve Bank of India’s rate-setting panel 
increased the benchmark rate by 50 basis points, in a 
bid to bring inflation to its comfort zone and in line with 
aggressive policy tightening by key global central 
banks. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 
increased the repo rate, or the key rate at which the RBI 
lends short-term funds to commercial banks, to 5.9% 
from 5.4%. It also decided to remain focussed on 
withdrawal of accommodative stance. This was the 
fourth straight rate hike and the third half-percentage 
point hike. The central bank has now raised rates by 
190 bps since May. 
Key Highlights:  
 Five out of six MPC members voted in favour of

50 bps rate hike.
 The standing deposit facility rate, pegged 25 basis

points below the repo rate, is adjusted to 5.65%.
 The marginal standing facility rate, which is 25

basis points above the repo rate, is now at 6.15%.

Union Bank of India launches Ethical Hacking Lab 

The Union Bank of India inaugurated the Ethical 
Hacking Lab at the Cyber Security Centre of 
Excellence (CCoE) in Hyderabad.  The lab with a cyber 
defence mechanism will protect the bank’s information 
system, digital assets, and channels, against potential 
cyber threats. The lab was inaugurated by the bank’s 
managing director and CEO, A. Manimekhalai. Union 
Bank is adopting Digital Products in a big way.  
Various new initiatives are taken by the Bank to 
increase Digital Footprints. The IT assets are 
increasingly exposed to the Internet. Union Bank’s 
Cyber Security Centre of Excellence (CCoE) in 
Hyderabad is in the process of establishing multiple 
cyber security centres to strengthen the Bank’s security 

posture and collaborate with cyber defence industries, 
Government bodies, etc., for implementing new 
technologies. In this backdrop, our Bank has 
established the Ethical Hacking Lab to strengthen the 
cyber ecosystem. This is an important milestone as we 
take our cyber security journey ahead to secure digital 
banking experience.”
Union Bank of India: 
 Founded: 11 November 1919
 Headquarters: Mumbai
 CEO: A. Manimekhalai

Asian Development Bank announces support of $14 
billion for food security in Asia Pacific 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced a $14 
billion financial support for the food security of the 
Asia Pacific region. ADB will continue to invest in 
other activities which contribute to food security such 
as energy transition, transport, environmental 
management, health, and education. The multilateral 
funding agency is hosting its 55th annual meeting at its 
headquarters in Manila from September 26-30, 2022 in 
a hybrid mode. 45 governors of the member nations are 
attending in person after 2019. Others are available 
virtually. 

Moody's cuts global growth forecast to 2.7% from 
4.2% for 2022 

Global credit rating agency Moody's Investors Service 
cut its global economic growth forecast to 2.7% for 
2022 from the 4.2% estimated earlier in January. 
Further, the agency has forecast global growth to slow 
down to 2.3% for 2023. Stagflation risks have risen 
worldwide, but a stagflationary environment would 
take months to be realised, it said in a report. 
Moody's Investors Service:  
 Founded 1909 
 Headquarters: New York City, USA

S&P Global retains India's GDP growth projection 
at 7.3% for FY23 

S&P Global Ratings has retained India's [GDP] growth 
outlook at 7.3% for the fiscal year 2022-2023 and 6.5% 
for the next fiscal year. It also cited downside risks and 
said that inflation is likely to remain above RBI's 
upper tolerance threshold of 6% till 2022-end.
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Mahindra Finance partnered with India Post 
Payments Bank to Boost Credit Access 
 
Mahindra & Mahindra Financial Services announced a 
strategic partnership with India Post Payments Bank 
(IPPB) to further enhance credit access to a larger 
customer base. As a part of this alliance, India Post 
Payments Bank (IPPB) will provide Lead referral 
services to MMFSL for Passenger Vehicles, 3-
Wheeler, Tractor and Commercial Vehicle Loan 
categories and provide cash EMI deposit facility to 
existing MMFSL Customers at Post Offices. As a pilot, 
this scheme would first go live in IPPB branches in the 
states of Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. With this 
IPPB will also be able to expand its financial product 
portfolio within the payments bank licensing 
framework. The complete step by step guidance will be 
available at IPPB network, to ensure a hassle-free 
experience to all potential customers. With the launch 
of Cash Management services, Mahindra Finance 
customers can visit Post Office to deposit EMI 
payment. 
India Post Payments Bank: 
 CEO: J. Venkatramu 
 Founded: 1 September 2018 
 Headquarters location: New Delhi 
 
JSPL signs MoU with Greenko for 1000 MW 
Carbon-Free Energy 
 
Jindal Steel and Power (JSP) signed an agreement with 
clean energy player Greenko for the supply of 1,000 
MW green power. As part of the memorandum of 
understanding (MoU), Greenko will supply the clean 
power for its steel making operations at Angul, Odisha. 
The proposed 1000 MW carbon free energy is targeted 
to meet the existing and incremental power demand at 
the Angul facility. The move aimed at reducing CO2 
emissions in line with ESG goals. Green energy use to 
ensure reduction of approximately 7 million tonne CO2 
annually at Angul, Odisha. 
JSPL: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 28 September 1979 
 Founder: Om Prakash Jindal 
 Subsidiaries: Jindal Petroleum Limited 
 

 
REC & PFC ink MoA with STPL for financing 
Buxar Thermal Power Plant 
 
REC Limited and Power Finance Corporation Limited 
(PFC) -  CPSEs under the Ministry of Power have 
signed a Memorandum of Loan Agreement with SJVN 
Thermal Private Ltd. (STPL) for financing 2x660 MW 
coal-based Buxar Thermal Power Plant (BTPP). This is 
a great partnership for the development of the power 
and energy sector. It is an agreement that will mutually 
benefit all the stakeholders for years to come.  SJVN 
Thermal Private Limited is a 100% wholly owned 
subsidiary of SJVN Ltd (Mini Ratna CPSE under the 
administrative control of the Ministry of Power, Govt. 
of India). STPL is currently executing a 2x660 MW 
coal-based Buxar Thermal Power Plant (BTPP) which 
is a green field project designed on supercritical 
technology to improve the reliability of India’s Eastern 
Electricity region and providing power to the state of 
Bihar. The total estimated Project Cost is ₹12,172.74 
Cr. with a debt requirement of ₹8520.92 Cr. As per the 
MoA, the debt requirement shall be financed by REC 
& PFC. 
 
Power Finance Corporation Limited: 
 Founded: 16 July 1986 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Chairman; Ravinder Singh Dhillon 
 Subsidiaries: REC, PFC Consulting Limited 
 
Garuda Aerospace & Lockheed Martin CDL Signs 
MoU to Collaborate on Drones 
 
Garuda Aerospace Private Limited and Lockheed 
Martin Canada CDL Systems have signed a 
memorandum of understanding(MoU) to integrate 
Garuda Aerospace’s Made-In-India drones with 
Lockheed Martin Canada CDL Systems’ advanced 
uncrewed aerial systems (UAS) software solutions for 
defense and commercial purposes. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched 100 Garuda drones in 100 
locations across India and Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
became its brand ambassador. 
 
 
 
 

MOU’s Signed 
 

MoU’s Signed
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Army signs historic MoU with 11 Banks for 
Agniveer Salary Package 
 
The Army has signed historic MoU with 11 Banks for 
providing banking facilities to Agniveers on 
enrollment. The Banks are  SBI, PNB, Bank of Baroda, 
IDBI Bank, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank, Yes 
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, IDFC First Bank and 
Bandhan Bank. The features and benefits offered under 
Agniveer Salary Package are similar to the Defence 
Salary Package. In addition, the banks have offered soft 
loans to exiting Agniveers to promote and enhance 
their entrepreneurial skills. The first batch of Agniveers 
under Agnipath Scheme will be joining Training 
Centres by January 2023. 
 
 
RFC Signs MoU with IIFCL for Financing Railway 
Infrastructure Projects 
 
The Indian Railway Finance Corporation Limited 
(IRFC), a mini Ratna firm of the Ministry of Railways 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited 
(IIFCL) under the Ministry of Finance to strengthen 
cooperation in financing railway infrastructure projects 
with forward and backward linkages to the Indian 
Railways sector. 
India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited 
(IIFCL): 
The Government of India held 86.36% stake in the 
India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited. 
 MD: Padmanabhan Raja Jaishankar 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Establishmement: 2006 
 
Indian and New Zealand Navy signs pact on White 
Shipping Information Exchange 
 
Indian navy signed an agreement with the Royal New 
Zealand navy on White Shipping Information 
Exchange. The agreement was signed between R Hari 
Kumar, Navy Chief Admiral, and Rear Admiral David 
Proctor, Chief of the New Zealand Navy. The 
agreement was signed to promote greater transparency 
in the Maritime Domain. CNS Hari Kumar visited New 
Zealand from September 29 to October 1, 2022.  
What is White Shipping Information? 
The White Shipping Information is the exchange of 
prior information regarding the movement and identity 

of commercial non-military merchant vessels.Ships are 
classified into white, black, and grey signifying 
commercial, illegal, and military vessels respectively. 
White Shipping Agreement is an information network 
protocol that permits the navies of two countries to 
share information about ships in their oceanic 
territories.  
 
 
India Signs Deal with Armenia for Export of 
Missiles & Weapon System 
 
India has inked a remarkable export order for missiles, 
rockets, and ammunition to Armenia, which is 
confronted in a border dispute with neighbour 
Azerbaijan. The value of the contract is estimated to be 
around USD 250 Million (~Rs 2000 crores). As a 
result, India will export the indigenous Pinaka Multi-
Barrel Rocket Launchers (MBRL) that are already in 
service with the Indian Army for the first time. The 
Pinaka was designed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO) and manufactured 
by private sector companies in India. India has already 
supplied four Swathi radars to Armenia for an 
estimated cost of Rs. 350 crore in 2020. The radars have 
been deployed effectively on the borders of Pakistan 
and China. 
Republic of Armenia: 
 President – Vahagn Khachaturyan 
 Capital– Yerevan 
 
Cabinet approves Indo-Bangla MoU on withdrawal 
of water from Kushiyara 
 
India's Union Cabinet gave its approval for a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India 
and Bangladesh on withdrawal of up to 153 cusecs of 
water each from Kushiyara river.  The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed on September 6, 
2022 between the Ministry of Jal Shakti, India and 
Ministry of Water Resources, Bangladesh on 
withdrawal of upto 153 cusecs of water each by India 
and Bangladesh from the common border River 
Kushiyara during dry season — November 1 to May 31 
for their consumptive water requirement. This MoU 
will enable the Government of Assam to withdraw upto 
153 cusecs of water from the common stretch of 
Kushiyara river during the dry season — November 1 
to May 31 for their consumptive water requirement. A 
Joint Monitoring Team shall be set up by both countries 
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to monitor the withdrawal of water by each side during 
the dry season. The Teesta river dispute is an important 
point of bilateral talks between India and Bangladesh. 
Both countries signed an agreement in 2011 to share 
surface waters at the Farakka Barrage near their mutual 
border. 

Indian Fertiliser companies sign MoU with 
Canadian company Canpotex 

Indian Fertiliser companies have signed an MoU with 
Canpotex, Canada one of the largest Potash suppliers 
globally. The Indian companies are Coromandel 
International, Chambal Fertilizers, and Indian Potash 
Limited. The MoU will reduce both supply and price 
volatility and ensure a stable long-term supply of
Potassic fertilizer to India. The Canpotex company will 

supply up to 15 Lakh tonnes of Potash annually for a 
period of three years to the Indian Fertilizer companies. 
This supply partnership is expected to improve the 
fertiliser availability within the country and reduce 
supply side and price vulnerabilities. The government 
has been encouraging the domestic fertilizer industry 
for establishing supply linkages through long-term 
partnerships with resource-rich nations. These 
partnerships will provide secured availability of 
fertilizers and raw materials over a period of time and 
also offer price stability in volatile market conditions. 
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Shiv Nadar gets the 2022 Lifetime Achievement 
Award of USISPF 

HCL founder Shiv Nadar has been honoured by the US-
India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF), a bilateral 
non-profit, with its Lifetime Achievement Award 2022 
for his contribution to the technology industry and 
philanthropy. The billionaire Shiv Nadar Foundation 
has invested $1.1 billion in philanthropic initiatives, 
particularly in education. The USISPF was established 
in 2017 to strengthen US-India bilateral and strategic 
partnership. It also works on improving economic and 
commercial ties between the two countries through 
policy advocacy. 

HCL: 
 CEO: C Vijayakumar
 Headquarters: Noida
 Founder: Shiv Nadar
 Parent organization: HCL Enterprise
 Subsidiaries: HCL America, Inc., Actian,

Geometric Limited

Hyderabadi Haleem wins ‘Most Popular GI’ 
(Geographical Indication) food award 

In competition with 17 food items from across India 
with a Geographical Indication (GI) status -- including 
the Rasogulla, Bikaneri Bhujiya and Ratlami Sev -- the 
Hyderabadi Haleem won the 'Most Popular GI' award 
in the food category. Awarded by the ministry of 
commerce and industry the winner was chosen through 
a voting system that was conducted by the department 
for promotion of industry and internal trade (under the 
commerce ministry). The aromatic stew-like dish is 
made with pounded meat, lentils, wheat along with 
spices, and is most popular during Ramzan. In 2010 the 
Hyderabadi Haleem was first accorded the GI status. 
While this expired in December 2019, the registrar of 
Geographical Indication renewed the tag earlier this 
year. The renewed GI status is now valid for 10 years. 

What is GI Tag: 
A geographical indication is a name or sign used on 
products which corresponds to a specific geographical 
location or origin. 

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella receives Padma 
Bhushan in the U.S. 

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella received the Padma 
Bhushan, the third-highest civilian award. Nadella, 
formally received the award for distinguished service, 
from India’s Consul General in San Francisco, Dr. T.V. 
Nagendra Prasad. The 55-year-old CEO of Microsoft 
was named one of the 17 awardees earlier this year. 
Nadella was named CEO of Microsoft in February 
2014. In June 2021 he was also named the company's 
Chairman, an additional role in which he will lead the 
work to set the agenda for the board. The Padma 
Awards are one of the highest civilian honours of India 
announced annually on the eve of Republic Day. 

Karim Benzema and Alexia Putellas win Ballon 
d’Or awards

France striker Karim Benzema won the Ballon d'Or at 
a ceremony in Paris, the reward coming after his 
stunning performances helped Real Madrid win the 
Champions League and La Liga last season. Benzema, 
who is the first French winner of the most prestigious 
individual prize in football since Zinedine Zidane in 
1998, scored 44 goals in 46 games for his club 
including 15 in the Champions League. Spain’s Alexia 
Putellas won the women’s Ballon d’Or for the second 
year running, the reward coming after a season in 
which she was the top scorer as her club Barcelona 
reached the Champions League final. 
Ballon d’Or awards:
The Ballon d'Or is an annual football award presented 
by the French news magazine France Football since 
1956. Between 2010 and 2015, in an agreement with 
FIFA, the award was temporarily merged with the 
FIFA World Player of the Year and known as the FIFA 
Ballon d'Or. 
 Most awards: Lionel Messi; (7 awards)
 First awarded: 1956

France: 
 Capital: Paris
 President: Emmanuel Macron
 Prime minister: Élisabeth Borne
 Currencies: Euro, CFP franc

Awards & RecognitionsAwards & Recognition
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Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka wins 
Booker Prize for afterlife thriller 
 
Sri Lankan author Shehan Karunatilaka has been 
named the winner of the 2022 Booker Prize for his 
second novel ‘The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida'. 
Karunatilaka, 47, became only the second Sri Lankan 
born to win the prestigious £50,000 literary prize after 
Michael Ondaatje who won for ‘The English Patient in 
1992. His debut novel from 2011, ‘Chinaman’, won the 
Commonwealth Prize. 
2022 Booker Prize: 
Karunatilaka’s £50,000 prize money and newly 
designed trophy were presented to him by last year’s 
winner Damon Galgut, along with a designer-bound 
edition of his book and the £2,500 given to each 
shortlisted author.  
 
Hyderabad bags World Green City Award 2022: 
Only Indian city to grab honour 
 
Hyderabad has been awarded the overall ‘World Green 
City Award 2022' at the International Association of 
Horticulture Producers (AIPH) 2022 World Green City 
Awards 2022 held in Jeju, South Korea. The city also 
won in the category ‘Living Green for Economic 
Recovery and Inclusive Growth'. Hyderabad is the only 
Indian City that was selected and it is a matter of pride 
for Telangana and India that has won not only the 
category award but the overall ‘World Green City 2022' 
award, the best across all 6 categories. 
 
 
Yunqing Tang wins the SASTRA Ramanujan Prize 
for 2022 
 
Yunqing Tang will receive the SASTRA Ramanujan 
Prize for 2022. Tang is an assistant professor at the 
University of California, Berkeley, U.S.A. The award 
is presented annually to a person aged 32 and below for 
outstanding contributions in the field of mathematics, 
influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan in a broad way. 
The award is instituted by the Shanmugha Arts, 
Science, Technology, and Research 
Academy(SASTRA) in 2005 including a cash prize of 
$10,000.   
 
PR Sreejesh, Savita Punia voted FIH Men's and 
Women's Goalkeeper of the Year 
 

PR Sreejesh and Savita Punia have been voted FIH 
Men's and Women's Goalkeeper of the Year for the 
second year in a row. Savita Punia, the captain of the 
Indian women's hockey team, and veteran goalkeeper 
PR Sreejesh both received the FIH goalkeeper of the 
year title in the men's and women's categories on the 
strength of their performances beneath the bar.  
 
Kumar Sanu, Shailendra Singh, Anand-Milind to 
get Lata Mangeshkar Award 
 
Noted playback singers Kumar Sanu and Shailendra 
Singh and music-composer duo Anand-Milind were 
conferred with the National Lata Mangeshkar Award 
for different years. They will be presented the 
prestigious award on the birth anniversary of the late 
legendary singer, at her birthplace Indore.  State 
Culture Minister Usha Thakur conferred Shailendra 
Singh, Anand-Milind, and Kumar Sanu with the award 
for the years 2019, 2020 and 2021 respectively. Singh, 
who carved a special place in the hearts of music lovers 
with his distinctive voice in the 1970-1980 decades, 
will be awarded the Lata Mangeshkar Award for 2019, 
while Anand-Milind, who composed music for over 
200 films, will be honoured with the award Honors for 
2020. The award for 2021 will be given to Sanu, who 
gave his velvety voice to several popular songs in the 
1990s. 
National Lata Mangeshkar Award: 
Officials informed the award is given for promoting 
excellence in the area of light music annually by the 
Madhya Pradesh government’s culture department. It 
carries a cash prize of Rs two lakh and a citation. Earlier 
recipients included Naushad, Kishore Kumar and Asha 
Bhosle. 
 
Cochin International Airport bags ASQ award for 
‘Mission Safeguarding’ 
 
The Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) has 
been awarded the Airport Service Quality (ASQ) award 
2022 by the Airport Council International (ACI). The 
award is considered to be the highest honour in the 
global aviation sector. CIAL received the award in the 
5-15 million passenger category of airports operating in 
the Asia-Pacific region. The award is for its 
implementation of the ‘Mission Safeguarding’ 
programme, which ensured seamless traffic and 
reinforced passenger satisfaction in the aftermath of the 
pandemic. 
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CIAL has won the recognition in 5-15 million 
passenger category of airports operating in the Asia-
Pacific region. ACI award is recognised as the highest 
honour in the global aviation sector, owing to its 
extensive survey methodology practices.  
Note: Earlier in March of this year, CIAL had received 
the ‘Covid champion’ award at Wings India 2022, for 
the successful implementation of ‘Mission 
Safeguarding’.

Asha Parekh to be honoured with Dada Saheb 
Phalke Award this year 

Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting 
Anurag Thakur announced that Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award will be conferred to veteran actress Asha Parekh 
this year. She was honoured with the Padma Shri in 
1992 by the Government of India for her services to 
cinema. Parekh has also worked in Gujarati, Punjabi 
and Kannada films. Asha Parekh started her career as a 
child actor and was cast by filmmaker Bimal Roy in 
Maa (1952) when she was 10.  

In the late 70s and 80s, she was relegated to what was 
called ‘character roles’ back then. She then took to the 
medium of television and started her own production 
company. She directed Gujarati serial Jyoti (1990) and 
produced shows such as Palash ke Phool, Baaje Payal, 
Kora Kagaz and Dal Mein Kaala. 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award: 
 The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is the highest

honour in Indian cinema.
 Devika Rani was the first winner, while actor

Rajinikanth is the most recent winner of the
prestigious honour, in 2021.

 Reward: Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus), Shawl,
₹1,000,000 (US$13,000)

 First awarded: 1969
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36th National Games, Pooja Patel becomes first 
athelete to win Gold in Yogasana 

At the 36th National Games, Pooja Patel of Gujarat has 
become the first athlete to win gold in Yogasana. 
Yogasana is one of the five sports to be played at the 
National Games this year for the first time. This Indian 
indigenous sport made its debut at the Khelo India 
University Games earlier this year. In other events 
today, Maharashtra won gold in the women’s diving 1-
meter springboard event. 

Max Verstappen wins US Grand Prix 2022 

Belgium's Max Verstappen of Red Bull Racing won the 
2022 Formula 1 Aramco United States Grand Prix 2022 
which was held at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, 
Texas, United States (US). With this, he equalled 
Germany's Sebastian Vettel and Michael Schumacher’s 
record of 13 wins in a Formula 1 season. He defeated 
UK's Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes. Sebastian Vettel 
won 13 races in the 2013 season with Red Bull while 
Michael Schumacher achieved the feat in 2004. This 
win also handed the 2022 Constructors Championship 
to Red Bull Racing. The US Grand Prix 2022 was the 
19th  round of the 2022 Formula One World 
Championship. 

U-23 World Wrestling Championships: Aman 
Sehrawat becomes first Indian wrestler to win Gold 
medal 

Aman Sehrawat creates history by winning a gold 
medal at the U-23 World Wrestling Championships in 
wrestling. He became the first Indian wrestler to win 
the gold medal in Pontevedra, Spain. Aman Sehrawat 
beat a 16-year-old junior European silver-medallist 
Ahmet Duman of Turkey 12-4 in the finals to bag the 
award. Olympic medallists Bajrang Punia and Ravi 
Kumar Dahiya had made the final in their categories in 
early editions but could only win the silver medal. 
India at U-23 World Wrestling Championship: 
 India bagged six medals at the U-23 World

Wrestling Championships 2022-one gold, one
silver, and four bronze.

 Aman Sehrawat grabbed gold at the U23 Asian
Championships and silver at the U20 Asian
championships in early 2022.

 Sajan Bhanwala became the first Greco-Roman
wrestler from India to grab a bronze medal at the
U23 world wrestling championships before Vikas
and Nitesh followed suit.

 After winning in the first round against Aistis
Liaugminas from Lithuania, Sajan lost to
Alexandrin Gutu from Moldova in the pre-quarters.

 Bhanwala grabbed a bronze medal through the
repechage system after Gutu made it into the finals
of the 77 kg round.

ISSF World Championship: Ramita Jindal 
crowned world champion in 10 meter Air Rifle 

India's Ramita Jindal was crowned world champion in 
the 10-meter Air Rifle Women Junior event at the 
International Shooting Sport Federation, ISSF World 
Championship Rifle/Pistol in Cairo, Egypt . She 
defeated China's Ying Shen. Ramita was tied in the 
gold medal clash against Ying but finished off with two 
strong shots to clinch the crown in the junior version of 
the Olympic event. She was fourth in qualification  but 
topped the ranking round to make it to the gold medal 
match. Tilottama Sen won a second medal for India at 
the event, a bronze. Indian girls also swept the 50-meter 
Pistol Women Junior event after Divanshi topped the 
field, Varsha Singh came second and Tiyana was third. 
The fourth place was also captured by India as Khushi 
Kapoor. 
ISSF: 
 Headquarters: Munich, Germany
 President: Vladimir Lisin
 Founded: 1907

India and Saudi Arabia shortlisted for AFC Asian 
Cup in 2027 

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) announced 
that Qatar will host the Asian Cup 2023 in the place of 
China, the tournament’s original host. The continental 
championships were awarded to China in 2019 but it 
surrendered the rights as it pursued a zero-Covid 

SportsSports
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policy. The competition was scheduled to be held in 10 
Chinese cities between June 16, 2023, to July 16, 2023. 
The AFC Executive Committee shortlisted the All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) and the Saudi 
Arabian Football Federation (SAFF) for the AFC Asian 
Cup 2027. The decision on the next host will be taken 
by the AFC Congress at its next meeting in February 
2023.  
 
Gaganjeet Bhullar wins Jeev Milkha Singh 
Invitational golf tournament in Chandigarh 
 
Gaganjeet Bhullar pulled off a stellar performance in 
the final round with one-under 71 to win his first-ever 
Jeev Milkha Singh Invitational golf tournament title 
here. Bhullar (69-65-68-71), who was tied at the top 
with local player Karandeep Kocchar till the 18th hole 
The 2018 winner Chikkarangappa S (65-71-67-72) and 
Chandigarh’s Akshay Sharma (69-68-71-67) finished 
at tied third with identical overall scores of 13-under 
275. 
 
Indian shooter Rudrankksh Patil bags Gold medal 
at ISSF World Championship in Egypt 
 
In ISSF World Championship, Indian shooter 
Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil won the gold medal in 
men's 10m air rifle event in Cairo, Egypt. With this win, 
he also secured a 2024 Paris Olympics quota for the 
country.  In the gold medal match, he defeated Italy's 
Danilo Dennis Sollazzo 17-15. He is only the second 
Indian to achieve the feat after Olympic champion 
Abhinav Bindra, who had won the gold in this event in 
2006 in Zagreb, Croatia. This was Rurankksh's first 
appearance at a World Championship.  
International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF):  
 Membership: 150 regions 
 Founded: 1907 
 Headquarters: Munich, Germany 
 President: Vladimir Lisin 
 
Women’s Asia Cup 2022: India beat Sri Lanka by 8 
wickets 
 
India defeated Sri Lanka by eight wickets in the final in 
Sylhet to win Women's Asia Cup for a record-
extending seventh time. Bowling first after losing the 
toss, India restricted Sri Lanka to 65/9. India chased 
down the target in 8.3 overs.  Smriti Mandhana finishes 
things off in style as she gets to her 18th T20I fifty.  

Earlier, Renuka Singh (3/5), Rajeshwari Gayakwad 
(2/16), and Sneh Rana (2/13) help India to restrict Sri 
Lanka 65 for 9 in 20 overs. Inoka Ranaweera (18 not 
out) was the top scorer for Sri Lanka. India's seven 
Women's Asia Cup victories include four in ODI 
format and three in T20I format. 
Women's Asia Cup 
 Current champion: India (7th title) 
 Most runs: Mithali Raj (588) 
 Most wickets: Neetu David (26) 
 First edition: 2004 (Sri Lanka) 
 Latest edition: 2022 (Bangladesh) 
 
Harmanpreet Singh named FIH Player of the Year 
for second consecutive year 
 
India men’s hockey team defender and vice-captain 
Harmanpreet Singh has been voted the FIH Player of 
the Year for the second year running. The 26-year-old 
became just the fourth player to win the Player of the 
Year award (men’s category) in consecutive years, 
joining an elite list that includes Teun De Nooijer 
(Netherlands), Jamie Dwyer (Australia) and Arthur van 
Doren (Belgium).  In women’s category, Felice Albers 
of Netherlands was named the FIH Player of the Year. 
The 22-year-old became the youngest winner of the 
FIH Player of the Year award (women’s category) 
since Germany’s Natascha Keller (1999) and second 
youngest ever, since the inception of the awards in 
1998. 
 
Pankaj Advani wins gold medal at IBSF World 
Billiards Championship in Kuala Lumpur 
 
In billiards, India's leading cueist, Pankaj Advani has 
claimed his 25th gold medal on the world stage, 
winning the 2022 IBSF World Billiards Championship 
in Kuala Lumpur. He outclassed compatriot Sourav 
Kothari 4-0 in a one-sided final to defend the title for 
the fifth time in a row. Advani's last world title came 
over 12 months ago in Qatar where he won the IBSF 6-
Red Snooker World Cup. With 25 world titles, Advani 
has extended his record-breaking success as India's 
winner of the most gold medals in world 
championships across all sports. 
 
Harshada Garud wins bronze medal in women’s 
45kg category at Asian Weightlifting C'ship 2022 
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Indian weightlifter Harshada Garud, a reigning junior 
world champion, won a bronze medal in the women’s 
45kg category at the Asian Weightlifting 
Championships 2022 in Manama, Bahrain. Harshada 
Garud lifted 68kg in snatch and followed it up with the 
best effort of 84kg in clean and jerk for a combined 
total of 152kg. The 18-year-old Indian weightlifter was 
tied with the Philippines' Rose Ramos on 152kg but 
won the medal as she had a better snatch lift of 68kg, 
for which she was awarded a bronze in the section.  
Vietnam’s Khong My Phuong took the gold with a total 
lift of 166kg and S Nafisatul Hariroh of Indonesia won 
silver with 162kg.  

Novak Djokovic clinches 90th ATP title after 
registering straight-sets victory in Astana Open 
final 

Tennis star Novak Djokovic clinched his 90th ATP title 
after registering straight-sets victory over Stefanos 
Tsitsipas in the final of Astana Open in Kazakhstan. 
The 21-time Grand Slam champion from Serbia beat 
his Greek opponent 6-3, 6-4. It was the Wimbledon 
champion's fourth title of the year, including Rome and 
Tel Aviv. With the impressive win in Astana, the 
Serbian player joined Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer 
in the list of players in Open Era with 90 or more ATP 
titles. In men's doubles summit clash at the Astana 
open, Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic captured their 
fifth tour-level title of the season, downing Frenchmen 
Adrian Mannarino and Fabrice Martin 6-4, 6-2. 

Indian javelin thrower Shivpal Singh banned for 4 
years for failing dope test 

Top Indian javelin thrower Shivpal Singh has been 
handed a four-year suspension for failing a dope test 
last year by the NADA's Anti-Doping Disciplinary 
Panel. Shivpal, who took part in the Tokyo Olympics, 
was placed under provisional suspension in October 
last year after he failed an out-of-competition test. He 
had tested positive for the banned substance 
Methandienone. The ban period for the 27-year-old 
Uttar Pradesh athlete began on October 21 last year and 
his ineligibility period will be up to October 2025. 

36th National Games: Haryana’s Anish wins gold 
medal in Men's Rapid Fire Pistol event 

In the 36th National Games, Anish of Haryana won 
gold medal in Men's Rapid Fire Pistol event at 
Ahmedabad in Gujarat. Ankur Goyal of Uttarakhand 
and Gurmeet of Punjab win silver and bronze, 
respectively. In Men,s 1500 Meter run, Parvez Khan of 
Services won gold medal. Ajay Kumar of Uttar 
Pradesh) won silver and Arun Wask of Madhya 
Pradesh Bronze. In Women's High Jump, Swapna 
Barman set a new National Games record with a 1.83m 
jump in the women’s High Jump event. 

U-20 world champion Antim Panghal wins gold in 
wrestling in National Games 2022 

In the National Games 2022,  under-20 World wrestling 
champion Antim Panghal won the gold medal in 
women's 53kg wrestling. Haryana's Antim Panghal, 
who made history in August by becoming the first 
Indian to become U20 world champion in women's 
wrestling, beat Priyanshi Prajapati of Madhya Pradesh 
by fall in the final. Gujarat's Hina Khalifa and Swati 
Sanjay of Maharashtra won the bronze medals in the 
women's 53kg. Meanwhile, Olympian gymnast Pranati 
Nayak picked up two gold medals at the Sama Indoor 
Sports Complex in Vadodara. The West Bengal 
gymnast collected her first gold - the uneven bars - in 
the morning and rounded off her campaign by clinching 
the floor exercise crown in the evening. In men's 200m 
cycling, Ronaldo Singh, David Beckham, and Esow 
Alben clinched the three podium finishes. In National 
Games,  Services lead the medals tally with 51 medals 
including 23 Gold, 14 silver, and 14 bronze followed 
by Haryana with 49 medals including 22 gold, 16 
silver, and  11 bronze. Uttar Pradesh has won 13 gold,  
9 silver, and 8 bronze medals while Tamil Nadu has 
won 12 gold,  9 silver, and 11 bronze medals. The 
National Games 2022 is being held across six cities, 
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot 
and Bhavnagar, in Gujarat.  

Rohan Bopanna & Matwe Middelkoop clinch Men's 
Doubles title at ATP 250 Tel Aviv Watergen Open 

In tennis, India's Rohan Bopanna and his Dutch partner 
Matwe Middelkoop clinched the ATP 250 Tel Aviv 
Watergen Open men's doubles title. The top seeded 
Indo-Dutch pair notched up a 6-2, 6-4 victory over the 
third seeded Mexican-Argentine pair of Santiago 
Gonzalez and Andres Molteni in the final. It was 
Bopanna's third ATP title of the season and 22nd 
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overall. Meanwhile, former World No. 1 Novak 
Djokovic lifted the Tel Aviv Watergen Open men’s 
singles title after beating Marin Cilic in straight sets in 
the final.  

National Games 2022: Bhavani Devi, Mirabai 
Chanu win gold medal 

Olympian Bhavani Devi won her third straight gold 
medal in the women’s sabre event at the National 
Games 2022 in Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar. Tamil 
Nadu’s Bhavani Devi beat Jagmeet Kaur of Punjab 15-
3 in the final.  Kerala’s Christy Jose Josna and Manipuri 
Laishram Abi Devi won the bronze medals. Fellow 
Olympian Elavenil Valarivan won the gold medal in 
the women’s rifle shooting, edging out Karnataka’s 
Tillotama Sen 16-10. West Bengal’s Mehuli Ghosh 

took the bronze. Olympic silver-medallist and two-time 
Commonwealth Games champion Mirabai Chanu won 
the gold medal in the women’s 49kg weightlifting 
competition. Mirabai Chanu, representing Manipur, 
won the gold with a total lift of 191 kgs - 84kgs in 
snatch and 107 kgs in the clean and jerk. Fellow 
Manipuri and Commonwealth Games gold medallist 
Khumukcham Sanjita Chanu took the silver medal with 
a total lift of 187 kgs - 82kg in snatch and 105kg in 
clean and jerk.  Odisha’s Sneha Soren, who won gold 
at the Khelo India University Games earlier this year, 
rounded off the podium after lifting a total of 169kg - 
73kg in snatch and 96kg in the clean and jerk. 
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President inaugurates Integrated Cryogenic 
Engines Manufacturing Facility of HAL  

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Integrated 
Cryogenic Engine manufacturing facility of Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and virtually laid the 
foundation stone of South Zone Institute of Virology in 
Bengaluru. India is the sixth nation in the world with 
the capability of manufacturing cryogenic engines 
within the country.  
Note: The cryogenic engine is utilised by the ISRO in 
its satellite launch vehicles.   

First Native American woman astronaut in space 

Nicole Mann just became the first Native American 
woman in space. The NASA astronaut launched into 
Earth's orbit aboard a SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule, on 
a mission she's commanding to the International Space 
Station. Mann is a member of the Wailacki of the 
Round Valley Indian Tribes. Alongside her are 
astronauts Josh Cassada from NASA, Koichi Wakata 
from the Japanese space agency (JAXA), and Russia's 
sole female cosmonaut, Anna Kikina. Only Kikina has 
been to space before. Mann is a colonel in the Marine 
Corps and has worked on aircraft carriers supporting 
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan. She became an 
astronaut in 2013. John Herrington, a member of the 
Chickasaw nation, became the first Native American to 
reach space in 2002, according to NASA. This is 
Mann's first trip to space, but it's probably not her last. 
She is also slated to fly on the first crewed test mission 
of Boeing's Starliner spaceship, which was developed 
through the same NASA program that birthed Crew 
Dragon. Starliner has encountered several technical 
glitches and delays, and it still needs to fly an uncrewed 
test mission to the ISS before NASA fills it with 
astronauts. 

ISRO launched LVM3 M2, first commercial 
mission to place all 36 satellites into intended orbits 

ISRO launched its first dedicated commercial mission 
of Launch Vehicle Mark 3 (LVM3) M2 satellite 
successfully from the Sathish Dhawan Space Centre 
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. ISRO had executed the 
complicated mission in a period of three to four 

months. The one web constellation will operate in a 
LEO polar orbit and will be arranged in 12 rings with 
49 satellites in each plane in the process of building up 
a constellation. Each satellite will complete a full trip 
around the earth every 109 minutes. A total of 588 
satellites will be in full service once the constellation is 
completed. The mission will enhance 
telecommunication and related services. The next 
Chandrayaan mission will take place next year, 
according to ISRO Chairman. ISRO informed that a 
new launch pad will be built at Kulasekarapattinam in 
Tamil Nadu soon. 
ISRO: 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru
 Chairperson: S. Somanath
 Founded: 15 August 1969

India successfully tests next-generation Agni-prime 
ballistic missile 

India successfully test-fired the next-generation Agni-
Prime ballistic missile. The missile was test fired from 
a mobile launcher from the APJ Abdul Kalam Island 
off the coast of Odisha. The strike range of the solid-
fuelled canisterised missile is between 1,000 to 2,000 
km and it has passed all mission parameters during the 
test.  Its navigation was tracked and examined by radars 
and telemetry equipment positioned along several 
points. Previously the missile’s trail was done on 
December 18, 2021, from the same base and it was also 
successful. The Agni Prime is a medium-range nuclear-
capable next-generation advanced missile developed 
by Defence Research and Development 
Organization(DRDO). The missile has been developed 
as a successor for Agni-I and Agni-II in the operational 
service of strategic Forces Command. It is also the sixth 
missile in the Agni series of ballistic missiles.  
DRDO: 
 Founded:1958
 Directer: Shri Sangam Sinha
 Headquarter: Delhi

Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated Asia’s largest 
Compressed Biogas Plant CBG in Sangrur, Punjab 

The Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, Ministry of 
Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) inaugurated 

Science & TechnologyScience & Technology
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Asia's largest Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) plant in 
Sangrur, Punjab. It has been commissioned with an FDI 
(Foreign Direct Investment) of Rs 220 (approx.) by 
Verbio AG, one of Germany's leading Bio-energy 
companies. This plant has been set up under the 
Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable 
Transportation (SATAT) initiative. 
 
SATAT initiative: 
It was launched by Government of India in October 
2018 for production of CBG from various waste/ 
biomass sources in India. It aims to empower the rural 
economy by supporting farmers, increase India's 
domestic energy production and self-sufficiency and 
also reduce the air pollution. Apart from the above 
plant, 38 CBG / Biogas Plants have been commissioned 
under the SATAT initiative. 
 
NASA announces DART mission test successful 
 
The American space agency, NASA announced the 
results of its Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) 
mission.  Terming the test successful, the agency said, 
the DART spacecraft that deliberately crashed into an 
asteroid last month succeeded in changing the 
asteroid's motion in Space. DART is a spacecraft 
designed to impact an asteroid as a test of the 
technology. DART’s target asteroid is not a threat to 
Earth. NASA's  Chief, Bill Nelson in a statement said 
that this was the first time humanity has altered the 
motion of a celestial body. 
NASA:  
 Formed: July 29, 1958 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C. 
 Administrator: Bill Nelson 
 Deputy Administrator: Pamela Melroy 
 
IAF to induct women to fly Light Combat 
Helicopter 
 
With the significant growth of women strength in the 
Indian Air Force, the officials are planning to induct 
female pilots into the Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) 
fleet. The women pilots are already flying the ALH 
Dhruv and other helicopters in the fleet. The aircraft 
was inducted into the force on October 3, 2022 and 10 
choppers would be introduced in the near future. The 
IAF officials said that the fleet will soon have women 
pilots flying the Light Combat Helicopter. 
 

Kuafu-1 satellite launched by China to unravel 
secrets of the Sun 
 
China has launched a new observatory that will look 
into the Sun. It has launched the satellite after 
successfully integrating its under-construction Space 
Station and approving the next phase of its lunar 
missions. The Advanced Space-based Solar 
Observatory (ASO-S) was launched onboard a Long 
March-2D rocket. The satellite has been named Kuafu-
1, after a giant in Chineses mythology who chased the 
sun. Kuafu-1 will operate for 96 per cent of the year, 
and since it is placed outside the planet, it will get 
affected by Earth’s atmosphere. It is the fourth big 
mission exploring the Sun after the Nasa Parker Solar 
Probe. Parker Solar Probe has been getting closer to the 
Sun alongside European Space Agency’s Solar Orbiter 
and China’s Xihe peobe, launched in 2021. The 
satellite is made to be in service for four years and the 
mission will beam back about 500 gigabytes of data 
daily. The spacecraft will reveal the Sun’s secrets and 
new features that probel solar flares and coronal mass 
ejections.  
 
MS Dhoni launches made-in-India drone 
 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Indian cricket star launched a 
'made-in-India camera drone' named 'Droni'. The drone 
has advanced features manufactured by Garuda 
Aerospace. It has moved into the consumer drone 
market with 'Droni'.  MS Dhoni is the brand 
ambassador of Garuda Aerospace, a company that has 
attempted to offer drone solutions for agricultural 
pesticide spraying, solar panel cleaning, industrial 
pipeline inspections, mapping, surveying, public 
announcements, and delivery services.  
 
Asteria Aerospace gets India’s first micro category 
drone certification from DGCA 
 
India’s first micro category drone type certification was 
received by the Asteria Aerospace Limited for its 
primitive designed A200 drone from the Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation(DGCA). The drone was 
discovered to be completely compliant with the 
Certification Scheme for Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
notified in January 2022. As per the reports “Asteria’s 
A200 drone has been made for surveying and mapping 
applications in GIS, construction, mining, agriculture 
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and other industries. The A200 drone is a rugged, 
reliable, and performance-driven multirotor drone. 
It weighs less than two kg. The drone has advanced 
features including automated take-off and landing, 
multiple fail-safes, single pilot operation, tool-less 
assembly and disassembly, and a flight time of up to 40 
minutes. 

Rajnath Singh to induct first indigenously 
developed light combat helicopters into Indian Air 
Force  

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will induct the first 
indigenously developed light combat helicopters 
(LCH) into Indian Air Force at Jodhpur in Rajasthan. 
The light combat helicopter is a dedicated combat 
helicopter designed and developed indigenously in 
India. It has been manufactured by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL). According to HAL, the 
light combat helicopter is the only attack helicopter in 
the world that can land and take-off at an altitude of 
5,000 metres or 16,400 ft with a considerable load of 
weapons and fuel, meeting the specific requirements of 
the Indian Armed Forces. The helicopter is equipped 
with the requisite agility, manoeuvrability, extended 
range, high altitude performance and around-the-clock, 
all-weather combat capability. It will be a potent 

platform to meet the operational requirements of the 
Indian Air Force and Indian Army. 

ISRO scientist elected VP of International 
Astronautical Federation 

Anil Kumar, a scientist at Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO), has been elected as the Vice-
President of the International Astronautical Federation. 
Kumar presently serves as the Associate Director of 
ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network.  
IAF actively encourages the development of 
astronautics for peaceful purposes and supports the 
dissemination of scientific and technical information 
related to space. 

IAF:  
The International Astronautical Federation was 
founded in 1951 and is one of the world's top space 
advocacy bodies. 
 Purpose: Space advocacy
 Location: Paris, France
 Membership: 397 members from 68 countries
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National Award recipient Bengali film Director 
Pinaki Chaudhuri Passed Away 

National award recipient Pinaki Chaudhuri, Bengali 
film Director, has passed away in Kolkata, West 
Bengal at the age of 82. Pinaki Chaudhuri was born on 
19th September 1940 and had a varied interest in the 
arts and music. He made his debut in the world of films 
in 1983, directing 'Chena Achena'. At a young age, he 
was a tabla player, trained by Ustad Karamatullah 
Khan. After some time he gave up playing the Tabla 
and began producing films in 1977. His other notable 
films are ‘Kakababu Here Gelen?’ (Kakababu 
defeated?), ‘Ek Tukro Chand’ (A slice of the moon) 
and ‘Arohan’ (Ascension).
Awards: 
Pinaki Chaudhuri received 2 National Film Awards for 
Best Feature Film in Bengali for ‘Sanghat’ (Conflict) 
in 1996 and for 'Ballygunge Court' in 2007. 

Astronaut James McDivitt, Apollo 9 commander, 
dies at 93 

James A. McDivitt, who commanded the Apollo 9
mission, has died. He was 93. McDivitt was also the 
commander of 1965’s Gemini 4 mission. In his first 
flight in 1965, McDivitt reported seeing “something 
out there’’ about the shape of a beer can flying outside 
his Gemini spaceship.  Apollo 9, which orbited Earth.  
Flying with Apollo 9 crewmates Rusty Schweickart 
and David Scott, McDivitt’s mission was the first in- 

space test of the lightweight lunar lander, nicknamed 
Spider.  
Apollo 9: 
Apollo 9 was the third human spaceflight in NASA's 
Apollo program. Flown in low Earth orbit, it was the 
second crewed Apollo mission that the United States 
launched via a Saturn V rocket, and was the first flight 
of the full Apollo spacecraft. 

ORS (oral rehydration solution) inventor Dr. Dilip 
Mahalanabis dies in Kolkata at 88 

The doctor and researcher, who immensely contributed 
to the development of ORS and popularised the use of 
oral rehydration therapy (ORT), passed away in 
Kolkata at the age of 88. Trained primarily as a 
paediatrician Mahalanabis ventured into public health 
when he started working on ORT in 1966 as a 
researcher for the John Hopkins University 
International Centre for Medical Research and training 
in Kolkata along with Dr David R Nalin and Dr Richard 
A Cash. Even as the team had developed the ORS its 
efficacy trial had been done only under controlled 
condition. Mahalanabis was recognised by the 
University of Columbia and Cornwell in 2002 with 
Pollin prize and Prince Mahidol award in 2006 by the 
Thai government for his contribution to medical 
science.  

Politician Mulayam Singh Yadav passes away at 82 

Mulayam Singh Yadav, a veteran politician and the 
founder of the Samajwadi Party passed away on 
October 10, 2022, at the age of 82. Yadav, born on 
November 22, 1939, was a senior Indian politician and 
the founder of the Samajwadi Party. He represented 
Mainpuri in the Lok Sabha.  The former wrestler rose 
in UP politics in a period of intense social and political 

ObituaryObituary
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ferment after the 1970s. In 1989, Yadav took oath as 
the 15th Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, which also 
marked a year when the Congress was voted out from 
one of the largest states of the country. 

Mulayam Singh Yadav served as the Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh thrice (1989, 1993 & 2003) and has also 
served in the Union Government as the 21st Defence 
Minister of India (1996 – 1998). He has been elected 
10 times as MLA and 7 times as Lok Sabha MP. 

Sacheen Littlefeather, Indigenous actress who 
refused Oscar, dies 

Sacheen Littlefeather, an Indigenous US civil rights 
activist who campaigned against the mistreatment of 
Native Americans in the movie industry, has died at 75. 

Littlefeather, who is of Apache and Yaqui heritage, had
made history by being the first Native American to step 
foot on the Oscars award ceremony stage. In 1973, 
Littlefeather did not accept the Best Actor award for 
Marlon Brando for his performance in the film The 
Godfather, but instead came on stage when her award 
was announced and made a passionate 60-second 
speech on the insulting portrayal of Native Americans 
in the movie industry. She also touched on protests that 
were taking place during the same year in Wounded 
Knee in South Dakota amid a period of mounting 
Indigenous activism in the US. The American Indian 
Movement occupied the site in protest of the country’s 
legacy of anti-Indigenous violence and discrimination. 
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India, France re-elected as President, Co-President 
of International Solar Alliance 

India and France are re-elected as President and Co-
President of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) at 
the fifth general assembly of the body. Union Power 
and New & Renewable Energy Minister R K Singh will 
be the President of ISA while Chrysoula 
Zacharopoulou, France's Minister of State for 
Development, Francophonie, and International 
Partnerships, will be co-president of the International 
Solar Alliance. The ISA Assembly approved the Solar 
Facility, a payment guarantee mechanism that is 
expected to stimulate investments into solar through 
two financial components: Solar Payment Guarantee 
Fund and Solar Insurance Fund. The ISA will soon 
operationalize Solar Facility to crowdsource 
investments from various donors across the globe and 
proposed projects in Africa will be able to purchase 
payment guarantees or partial insurance premiums 
from these funds. 

Actress Anna May Wong becomes 1st Asian-
American to be featured on US currency 

The legendary Hollywood Actress Anna May Wong 
will become the first Asian American to appear on US 
currency. Wong’s image will be imprinted on quarters 
across the country. Recognized as Hollywood’s first 
Asian American movie star, she acted in over 60 films 
across a decades-long career. Wong first began acting 
at the age of 14 and landed her first lead role three years 
later in the The Toll of the Sea. In 1960, Wong was 
awarded a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  The 
coin is the fifth design of the American Women 
Quarters Program, which highlights female pioneers on 
coins: previous designs featured astronaut Sally Ride, 
activist and poet Maya Angelou, the first woman chief 
of the Cherokee Nation Wilma Mankiller and the 
suffragist Nina Otero-Warren. 

India ranks 41th spot out of 44 in Mercer CFS 
Global Pension Index 

As compared to 40th out of 43 countries in 2021, India 
ranked 41 out of 44 countries in the Mercer CFS Global 
Pension Index.  The index value was up from 2021 but 

below that in 2020. In 2020, India ranked 34 out of 39 
countries with a value of 45.7. In 2022, the index value 
was 44.4. The index measures the pension system in the 
country under three sub-heads, adequacy, sustainability 
and integrity. India's score in these three measurements 
was 33.5, 41.8 and 61 respectively. The survey was 
topped by Iceland, the Netherlands and Denmark. 
Thailand had the lowest rating of 41.7. The survey also 
highlighted that the penetration of private investment in 
India is low. With 95 per cent of the total workforce 
being in the unorganised sector, there needs to be an 
improvement in pension arrangements. 
MCGPI:  
It is a comprehensive study of 44 global pension 
systems accounting for 65% of the world's population.  
It benchmarks retirement income systems around the 
world, highlights shortcomings in each system, and 
suggests possible areas of reform. It assesses the 
pension system under three sub-heads of adequacy, 
sustainability and integrity to measure each retirement 
system against more than 50 indicators. 
Mercer: 
 President and Chief Executive Officer: Martine

Ferland
 Headquarters: New York

India slips to 107th position in Global Hunger Index 
in 2022 

India has slipped to the 107th position in the Global 
Hunger Index (GHI) in 2022, down from the 101st 
position in 2021. The GHI, jointly published by 
Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe, 
comprehensively measures and tracks hunger at the 
global, regional, and country levels. Of the 121 
countries on the GHI, India is ranked behind its 
neighbours Nepal (81), Pakistan (99), Sri Lanka (64), 
and Bangladesh (84). The GHI, which lists countries by 
‘severity’, has given India a score of 29.1, which falls 
in the ‘serious’ category of hunger level. The list, which 
ranks Yemen in the lowest position at 121, has 17 
collective top-ranking nations — the differences in 
their severity scoring is minimal. China and Kuwait are 
the Asian countries that are ranked at the top of the list, 
which is dominated by European nations including 
Croatia, Estonia, and Montenegro. 

Miscellaneous EventsMiscellaneous Events
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The GHI score is calculated on four indicators —  
1. Undernourishment  
2. Child Wasting  
3. Child Stunting  
4. Child mortality 
 
According to the methodology, a score less than 9.9 
is considered ‘low’,  
10-19.9 is ‘moderate’,  
20-34.9 is ‘serious’,  
35-49.9 is ‘alarming’, and  
above 50 is ‘extremely alarming’. 
 
India has been recording decreasing GHI scores over 
the years. In 2000, it recorded an ‘alarming’ score of 
38.8, which reduced to 28.2 by 2014. The country has 
started recording higher scores since then. 
 
Indore tops the list of cleanest cities for the 6th  
consecutive time 
 
Indore has been ranked as the cleanest city in India for 
the sixth time in a row in Swachh Survekshan Awards.  
Surat and Navi Mumbai ranked second and third 
respectively, in the central government’s annual 
cleanliness survey. President Droupadi Murmu 
released the ranking on the basis of cleanliness 
parameters. The ranking has been done under two 
categories- more than one lakh and less than one lakh. 
The 2022 survey consists of 4,354 ULBs including 62 
Cantonment Boards and 91 Ganga towns in the nation.  
List of the cleanest cities in India:  
1. Indore 
2. Surat 
3. Navi Mumbai 
4. Visakhapatnam 
5. Vijayawada 
6. Bhopal 
7. Tirupati 
8. Mysore 
9. New Delhi 
10. Ambikapur 
 
Google to shut down gaming service Stadia 
 
Google announced it is shutting down its cloud gaming 
service Stadia, less than three years after its launch. It 
hasn't gained the traction with users that we expected 
so we've made the difficult decision to begin winding 
down our Stadia streaming service, Google said. The 

service will remain accessible to players until January 
18th, 2023. Google said it will refund all Stadia 
hardware purchased through the Google Store as well 
as all the games and add-on content purchased from the 
Stadia store. 
 
India climbs to 40th rank in Global Innovation 
Index of World Intellectual Property Organization 
 
India has climbed to the 40th rank in the Global 
Innovation Index of World Intellectual Property 
Organization. This is a huge leap of 41 places in 7 
years. The World Intellectual Property Organization 
released the Global Innovation Index 2022 in which 
Switzerland has emerged as the world's most 
innovative economy for the 12th consecutive year. 
Switzerland remains the world’s leader in innovation 
for the 12th consecutive year. It leads globally in 
innovation outputs, and specifically in patents by 
origin, software spending, high-tech manufacturing, 
production, and export complexity. The second 
position was secured by the US followed by Sweden, 
the UK, and the Netherlands. 
Note: India has leapfrogged to 40th position on the 
Global Innovation Index (GII) 2022 from the 81st spot 
in 2015, the government said on Thursday. The country 
was ranked 46th on the index last year. 
Top 10 most innovative economies for this year:  
Ranking Country 
1  Switzerland 
2  United States 
3  Sweden 
4  United Kingdom 
5  Netherlands 
6  Republic of Korea 
7  Singapore 
8  Germany 
9  Finland 
10  Denmark 
 
List of countries that are causing the most pollution 
in space released 
 
German database company Statista has released a list 
of countries that have been producing the highest 
amount of space junk, with India occupying the sixth 
position. Russia is on top with over 7,000 pieces of 
debris and spent rocket bodies produced by it. Second 
was the United States with 5,216 pieces of debris. 
China stood third with 3,845. Japan, France and India 
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took the fourth, fifth and sixth spots, respectively with 
520, 117 and 114 debris pieces. The European Space 
Agency as a whole took the seventh rank (60 pieces).  
Eighth was the United Kingdom with one. Countries 
also generate harmful debris by using missiles to 
practice blowing up their own satellites.  This has been 
done to test anti-satellite (ASAT) capabilities. One of 
the tools in use to deal with space debris is NASA's 
Bumper. It helps the agency determine how likely it is 
for a spacecraft to be damaged by debris in its 
operational lifetime. 

7th edition of IBSAMAR helds at Port Elizabeth 

The seventh edition of maritime exercise IBSAMAR 
was organized in South Africa. The Indian Navy was 
represented by INS Tarkash, a Chetak helicopter and 
the Marine Commando Force (MARCOS). 
IBSAMAR  
Exercise IBSAMAR is a joint maritime exercise 
between South Africa, Brazil and India. The inaugural 
edition of this naval exercise was held in 2008 to 
converge the democratic values, economic interests and 

maritime cooperation. In 2016, the fifth edition of the 
maritime exercise evolved to become a complex 
trilateral exercise involving the participation of naval 
vessels, aircraft and special forces from the three 
countries. The previous edition (IBSAMAR VI) was 
held off the Simons Town in South Africa in 2018. The 
harbour phase of the exercise involved the sharing of 
best practices regarding damage control, firefighting 
drills, maritime boarding actions like cross-boarding 
and Visit, board, search, and seizure (VBSS) targeting 
adversary vessels, terrorism, piracy and smuggling. 
The exercise has boosted the maritime security, joint 
operational training capability, sharing of best practices 
and interoperability to address common maritime 
threats. 
About INS Tarkash:   
 INS Tarkash is a Talwar class guided missile

frigate built by Yantar shipyard in Russia’s
Kaliningrad.

 It is a modified version of Krivak III-class frigates.
 The naval vessel was commissioned into the

Western Naval Command on December 27, 2012.
 Majority of equipment in the ship is Russian-made.



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

80

Day Observed/Celebrated As Motto/Importance

01 Nov World Vegan Day Live Vegan for Less

05 Nov World Tsunami Day To raise tsunami awareness and share innovative approaches to 
risk reduction

07 Nov Infant Protection Day To spread awareness about the safety of infants and protect their 
lives by taking proper care of infants.

07 Nov National Cancer Awareness 
Day

To mark the birth anniversary of Nobel Laureat Marie Curie(In 
1867)

09 Nov Uttarakhand Foundation Day To mark the establishment of Uttarakhand state in 2000

09 Nov National Legal Services Day To commemorates the enactment of the Indian Legal Services 
Authorities Act 1987

11 Nov Armistice Day (Remembrance 
Day)

It marks the day when World War-I ended, at 11am on the 11th 
day of the 11th month, in 1918.

12 Nov World Pneumonia Day Stop Pneumonia / Every Breath Counts

13 Nov World Kindness Day To recognize an act of kindness and or ask that an act of kindness 
be done.

14 Nov World Diabetes Day To mark the birth anniversary of Sir Frederick Banting, who co-
discovered insulin along with Charles Best in 1922

15 Nov Jharkhand Foundation Day To mark the establishment of the State Jharkhand in 2000

17 Nov National Epilepsy Day To make people aware not to panic from the disease and take 
proper medication

19 Nov World Toilet Day To inspire action to tackle the global sanitation crisis

20 Nov Universal Children's Day To promote international togetherness, awareness among 
children worldwide

21 Nov World Television Day To mark the establishment of first World Television Forum by 
UN in 22 November, 1996

25 Nov
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence 
against Women

To prevent and end violence against women at the global level

26 Nov Constitution Day of India To commemorate the adoption of the Constitution of India on 26 
November 1949 (came into force on January 26, 1950)

Important Days of the MonthImportant Days of the Month
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Books and Authors

Book: The McMahon line: A century of 
discord
Author: General JJ Singh 
About: The book is based on the 
experiences and research of General JJ 
Singh on the India-China border 
dispute.

Book: Death by Bubble Tea
Author: Jennifer J. Chow
About: This book is about two 
cousins who opened a food stall but 
they’re forced to solve the murder 
before they wind up on the hook for it.

Book: Silk Fire
Author: Zabe Ellor
About: In a world where women hold all 
the power, a young, male courtesan finds 
himself trapped in a dangerous web of 
intrigue when his political aspirations 
put him at odds.

Book: Getting the Bread: The Gen-Z Way to 
Success
Author: Prarthna Batra
About: This book gives young millennial readers 
valuable insights about following their dreams 
and becoming successful in a competitive world 
without losing touch with their humanity.

Book: Night of the Living Rez
Author: Morgan Talty
About: This book examines the lives 
and experiences of Penobscot Indian 
Nation citizens living in 21st-century 
Maine.

Book: Mind Master: Winning Lessons from a 
Champion’s Life

Author: Viswanathan Anand & Susan Ninan

About: The book, featuring a bonus chapter 
on how to navigate uncertainty and rapidly 
changing realities in the wake of the pandemic.

Book: The Last to Vanish
Author: Megan Miranda
About: The Last to Vanish is about 
tourists who have disappeared over the 
last 25 years in the most dangerous town 
in North Carolina.

Book: The Life and Times of George 
Fernandes
Author: Rahul Ramagundam
About: This book is a biography of union 
leader and former Central minister George 
Fernandes, that will trace his journey from the 
streets of Bombay to the corridors of power in 
Delhi.

Book: Beyond the Misty Veil
Author: Aradhana Johri
About: This book will be known as an 
authentic introduction to the divine 
temples of Uttarakhand in the country 
and abroad.

Book: The Librarian Spy: A Novel of World 
War II
Author: Madeline Martin
About: Set in 1941 in Lisbon and Lyon, the 
novel tells of the lives of two women, Ava 
and Elaine, working against the Nazis in 
Ww2.

Books and Authors
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Former India hockey captain Dilip Tirkey 
unanimously elected as president 

 
 
Dilip Tirkey, a former India hockey captain and 
member of the gold medal-winning team at the 1998 
Asian Games, was unanimously elected as Hockey 
India (HI) president. First time in history, a former 
sportsperson and an Olympian has gone on to head the 
national body. Tirkey, 44, has a record 412 
international matches as a defender in his career 
spanning more than 15 years. He represented India at 
the Olympic Games in Atlanta in 1996, Sydney in 
2000, and Athens in 2004. The Hockey India elections 
were supposed to be completed by October 9, 
according to the deadline set in August by the 
International Hockey Federation (FIH) and the 
Committee of Administrators (CoA). Prior to Tirkey's 
election as president, Hockey India was subject to the 
COA's jurisdiction on the orders of the Delhi High 
Court due to an alleged violation of the National 
Sports Act. 
 
Dr. M Srinivas appointed as director of AIIMS 

 
 
Dr M Srinivas has been appointed as the director of 
All Indian Institute of Medical Sciences, AIIMS, New 
Delhi. Dr Srinivas who is Dean of ESIC Medical  

 
College and Hospital, Hyderabad, will succeed 
Randeep Guleria who has been holding the post since 
March 2017. The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet (ACC) has approved the appointment of Dr. 
Srinivas to the post of AIIMS director. His 
appointment is for a period of five years with effect 
from the date of assumption of charge of the post or 
until attaining the age of 65 years. 
 
Max Life Insurance gets Rohit Sharma and Ritika 
Sajdeh as brand ambassadors 

 
 
Max Life Insurance Company Ltd has announced 
Rohit Sharma, sports icon and captain of men’s Indian 
Cricket team, and his wife Ritika Sajdeh, as its brand 
ambassadors. Max Life has signed a two-year 
partnership with the cricketing star and his spouse, 
who are making their debut onscreen together. The 
collaboration will increase the awareness of life 
insurance among the younger generation and help the 
company grow further.  
Max Life Insurance: 
 MD & CEO: Prashant Tripathy 
 Establishment: 2001 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 
Centre names top Gujarat bureaucrat Bharat Lal 
as Director General NCGG 
 
Retired Gujarat cadre officer, Bharat Lal has been 
appointed as the Director General, National Centre for 
Good Governance (NCGG). Bharat Lal, a 1988-batch 
Indian Forest officer of Gujarat cadre, had served as 
Gujarat government’s resident commissioner in Delhi 
and has been known to be close to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, the then chief minister of the state. 

Recent Appointments 
 

Recent Appointments
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Earlier, during December 2021, Lal was appointed as 
the Secretary to the Lokpal. 

NCGG: 
The National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) is 
an autonomous institute under the aegis of the 
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances, Government of India. Its head office is at 
New Delhi and the branch office at Mussoorie. The 
NCGG has been set up to assist in bringing about 
governance reforms through studies, training, 
knowledge sharing and promotion of good ideas. It 
seeks to carry out policy-relevant research and prepare 
case studies; curate training courses for civil servants 
from India and other developing countries; provide a 
platform for sharing of existing knowledge and pro-
actively seek out and develop ideas for their 
implementation in the government, both at the 
National and International Level.  
 
SC appoints former judge Justice L Nageswara 
Rao for amending constitution of IOA 

 
 
The Supreme Court appointed former apex court 
judge Justice L Nageswara Rao for amending 
constitution of Indian Olympic Association and 
preparing electoral college. A bench headed by Justice 
D Y Chandrachud said the ex-top court judge would 
ensure a fair and development-oriented approach for 
the future of the Olympics in the country. The apex 
court asked Justice Rao to prepare a road map for 
amending the constitution and holding elections 

by15th December 2022. The Apex Court also gave its 
permission to Rajeev Mehta, who is currently the 
secretary general of IOA, and Adille Sumariwalla, 
vice president of IOA, to participate in the 
forthcoming meeting with the International Olympic 
Committee scheduled to be held on27th September. 
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) on 8th 
September issued a final warning to IOA to resolve its 
governance issues and hold elections by December, 
failing which the world sports body will ban India. 
About IOA: 
 Created: 1927 
 Recognized: 1927 
 Association: Olympic Council of Asia 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 President: Adille Sumariwalla 
 Secretary General: Rajeev Mehta 
 
RBI approves R Gandhi as part-time Chairman of 
Yes Bank 

 
 
The RBI has approved the appointment of its Former 
Deputy Governor, Rama Subramaniam Gandhi, as 
Non-Executive (Part-Time) Chairman of Yes Bank for 
three years. YES Bank also disclosed that Gandhi is 
not related to any other directors or key managerial 
personnel of the bank and he is not debarred from 
holding the office of a director, by virtue of any 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) order. 
Gandhi is currently a financial sector policy expert 
and adviser. Currently, he advises banks, finance 
companies, fintech entities, payment system entities, 
investors and funds on subjects ranging from financial 
regulations and the Indian economy. He is an 
independent director on the boards of several entities 
like banks, account aggregators, information utilities 
and fintech. He is also a prolific speaker. Gandhi was 
an RBI deputy governor for three years from 2014 to 
2017. He had been a seasoned and accomplished 
central banker for 37 years. He had a three-year 
secondment to SEBI. He also held the charge of 
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director of Institute for Development and Research in 
Banking Technology IDRBT), Hyderabad. He was 
one of the initial members of the Monetary Policy 
Committee. 
 
Pralay Mondal named as new MD & CEO of CSB 
Bank 

 
 
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the 
appointment of Pralay Mondal as the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of CSB Bank for 
three years. He was the Deputy Managing Director of 
the bank since February 17, 2022, and was 
subsequently appointed as interim MD & CEO with 
effect from April 1, 2022. Prior to joining CSB Bank, 
Mondal was Executive Director and Head, of Retail 
Banking at Axis Bank. 
CSB Bank: 
 Founded: 26 November 1920 
 Headquarters: Thrissur, Kerala 
 
SIAM appoints Vinod Aggarwal as its new 
president  

 
 
Auto industry body, Society of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (SIAM) has elected Vinod Aggarwal 
as its new president for 2022-23. Aggarwal, the MD 
and CEO of Volvo Eicher Commercial Vehicles, 
succeeds Kenichi Ayukawa, the executive vice-
chairman of Maruti Suzuki India. The SIAM also 
elected Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles managing 

director Shailesh Chandra as the vice-president, 
Satyakam Arya; and CEO & MD of Daimler India 
Commercial Vehicles was elected as the treasurer. 
SIAM: 
The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers 
(SIAM) is a not-for-profit apex national body 
representing all major vehicle and vehicular engine 
manufacturers in India. SIAM works toward 
supporting sustainable development of the Indian 
Automobile Industry with the vision that India 
emerges as the destination of choice in the world for 
the design and manufacture of automobiles. It works 
towards facilitating the enhancement of the 
competitiveness of the Indian Automobile Industry, 
reducing the cost of vehicles, increasing productivity 
and achieving global standards of quality. 
 
US Senate confirms Indian American Shefali 
Razdan Duggal as Ambassador to the Netherlands 

 
 
Shefali Razdan Duggal, an Indian-American political 
activist, has been confirmed by US Senate as the 
country’s next envoy to the Netherlands. Razdan 
Duggal, 50, was confirmed by the US Senate by a 
voice vote along with two other confirmations to 
senior administrative positions. A Kashmiri Pandit, 
Razdan Duggal was born in Haridwar and moved with 
her family to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at the age of 
two. Thereafter she moved to Cincinnati, Ohio at the 
age of five, where she grew up. She graduated from 
Miami University and earned her master’s from New 
York University. 
 
BharatPe appointed BP Kanungo and Kaushik 
Dutta as independent directors to its board  
 
BharatPe CEO Suhail Sameer said that the company 
plans to go public in the next 2-3 years. Last month, 
BharatPe appointed former finance head of SBI Cards, 
Nalin Negi, as CFO. Kanungo served as RBI Deputy 
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Governor from 2017-2021, while Dutta has 
experience in corporate governance, including in his 
leadership roles at PwC. With these appointments, 
BharatPe’s board will now comprise two Executive 
Directors - founder Shashvat Nakrani and CEO 
Sameer, five Non-Executive Directors, Rajnish Kumar 
(former Chairman of State Bank of India), four 
investor nominees, and two Independent Directors. 
Early this year, BharatPe saw the exit of founder 
Ashneer Grover and his wife Madhuri Jain Grover 
from the company over allegations of 
misappropriation of funds.  
 
President Droupadi Murmu appointed Gulam Ali 
Khatana to Rajya Sabha 

 
 
Gulam Ali, a Gurjar Muslim from Jammu and 
Kashmir, has been nominated to Rajya Sabha by 
President Droupadi Murmu on the recommendation of 
the Central government. This is for the first time a 
Gurjar Muslim from the region has been sent to the 
Rajya Sabha as a nominated member.  
 
American Express Banking Corp India named 
Sanjay Khanna as new CEO 
 
Sanjay Khanna has been appointed as the CEO and 
Country Manager for India by American Express 
Banking Corp (AEBC). Sanjay Khanna serves as the 
leader of the country executive team and is in charge 
of fostering development across all of the company’s 

consumer and commercial divisions. He will also 
direct a number of strategic and business development 
projects for the company while fostering effective 
communication among its many companies in India. 
 
Mukul Rohatgi to take over as Attorney General 
again  

 
 
Senior lawyer Mukul Rohatgi will return as the 
Attorney General of India, the government's top 
lawyer. Mukul Rohatgi, 67, stepped down as Attorney 
General in June 2017. KK Venugopal took over after 
him. Mr Venugopal's extended tenure ends on 
September 30. He served as the Centre's top law 
officer for five years. When he completed three years 
in 2020, Mr Venugopal, 91, requested the Centre to let 
him go because of his age. Mukul Rohatgi will begin 
his second stint on October 1. He has also served as 
Additional Solicitor General of India in the past. 
 
Shah Rukh Khan appointed as ambassador by 
UAE's Burjeel Holdings 
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Burjeel Holdings, a leading private healthcare services 
provider in the MENA region and one of the largest in 
the UAE, has partnered with superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan as its new brand ambassador. The partnership 
between the actor and Burjeel Holdings, owned by 
UAE-based Indian entrepreneur Dr Shamsheer 
Vayalil, was confirmed during a ceremony held in 
Abu Dhabi earlier this week. Khan, 56, will appear in 
a region-wide, multi-platform advertising campaign 
for the healthcare group that will be unveiled in the 
coming weeks.  
 
Austria's Volker Turk appointed as next UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

 
Volker Turk of Austria has been appointed as the next 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres appointed Turk following approval by the 
General Assembly. The new High Commissioner is 
currently coordinating global policy work as an 
Under-Secretary-General in the UN's Executive 
Office. Previously, he was the Assistant High 
Commissioner for Protection at UN refugees, 
UNHCR, in Geneva where he played a key role in the 
development of the landmark Global Compact on 
Refugees. Turk will succeed Michelle Bachelet of 
Chile. 
 
Liz Truss elected UK PM: 3rd Female PM of 
United Kingdom 

 

Liz Truss will be sworn-in as 56th prime minister of 
United Kingdom. She will succeed Boris Johnson, 
who will tender his resignation to Queen Elizabeth II. 
Truss elected the UK prime minister and Conservative 
Party leader yesterday by her fellow party members. 
Former foreign secretary Truss defeated rival Rishi 
Sunak with 57 percent of the vote. The 47-year-old 
Truss will be third female prime minister to lead the 
country. The previous female prime ministers - 
Margaret Thatcher and Theresa May - were also from 
the Conservative Party. 
 
 
Former footballer Kalyan Chaubey elected as new 
President of All India Football Federation 

 
Former footballer Kalyan Chaubey has been elected as 
the President of the All India Football Federation 
(AIFF). Kalyan defeated the legendary Bhaichung 
Bhutia in the election for the top post. The 45-year-old 
Chaubey, a former goalkeeper with Mohun Bagan and 
East Bengal, won 33-1. Chaubey, a BJP politician 
who lost the last parliamentary election for the 
Krishnanagar seat in West Bengal, never played for 
the India senior team though he was in the squad on a 
few occasions. Bhutia and Chaubey were one-time 
teammates at East Bengal. Karnataka Football 
Association president N A Haris, a sitting Congress 
MLA, won the election for the lone post of vice 
president, beating Manvendra Singh of Rajasthan. 
Arunachal Pradesh's Kipa Ajay beat Gopalakrishna 
Kosaraju of Andhra Pradesh for the treasurer's post. 
All the 14 candidates who had filed nominations for as 
many executive committee members' posts were 
elected unopposed. 
 
Starbucks names Indian-origin Laxman 
Narasimhan as new CEO 
 
Starbucks has named Pune-born Laxman Narasimhan 
as the world's largest coffee chain's next CEO. 
Narasimhan is currently serving as the outgoing CEO 
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of Reckitt Benckiser. The 55-year-old has held 
various leadership roles at PepsiCo, including Global 
Chief Commercial Officer. He holds a degree in 
mechanical engineering from Pune's College of 
Engineering and an MBA in Finance from The 
Wharton School. 

He will replace Howard Schultz. Schultz will continue 
as interim chief until April 2023, after which he will 
continue as a member of the Starbucks Board of 
Directors. 
 
Nagesh Singh appointed India's ambassador to 
Thailand 

 
An Indian Foreign Service officer of the 1995 batch, 
Nagesh Singh has been appointed as India’s next 
ambassador to Thailand. He will replace the 
incumbent ambassador Suchitra Durai. Bilateral 
relations between India and Thailand continued to 
strengthen during 2021, marked by cooperation at 
regional and sub-regional levels within the framework 
of ASEAN, Mekong Ganga Cooperation and 
BIMSTEC as well as at other multilateral fora. 
Nagesh Singh is a 1995 batch officer of the Indian 
Foreign Service (IFS) who has served as Consul 
General of India in Atlanta. He holds a master’s 
degree from the Delhi School of Economics. He is 
presently working as a Joint Secretary in the Ministry 
of External Affairs. 
 
Adille Sumariwalla takes over as President of 
Indian Olympic Association 

The Indian Olympic Association has co-opted Adille 
Sumariwalla as the President of the association till 
fresh elections. The erstwhile President of the IOA, Dr 
Narinder Dhruv Batra, resigned from the post of 
President, IOA on July 18 due to personal reasons. 

Thereafter, 18 executive members out of 31 in 
accordance with clause 11.1.5 of the IOA Constitution 
co-opted the undersigned to fill the vacancy. Adille 
Sumariwalla (born 1 January 1958) is an Indian 
athlete and entrepreneur, popular for representing 
India at the 1980 Moscow Olympics. Sumariwalla 
competed as a 100m runner in several international 
competitions and at the Olympics. Currently, he is the 
president of the Athletics Federation of India and was 
elected as one of the members of the council of IAAF 
at its 50th congress, thus becoming the first Indian to 
do so. He is also an entrepreneur and owns many 
media businesses in India, after tenures at some media 
companies including the American Media Company. 
 
 
Sourav Ganguly named as its first brand 
ambassador of DreamSetGo 

 
DreamSetGo, a sports experiences, and travel 
platform announced Sourav Ganguly as its first brand 
ambassador. Ganguly will play a key role in 
promoting DSG’s curated experiences offered through 
its key partnerships with Manchester City, Chelsea 
FC, ICC Travel and Tours, AO Travel, F1® 
Experiences, and more. Founded in 2019 The startup 
is focused on delivering seamless, end-to-end, world-
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class personalized experiences for sports fans in India, 
giving them an opportunity to fully immerse 
themselves in the sport.  
 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit takes oath as 49th Chief 
Justice of India 

 
 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit was sworn in as the 49th 
Chief Justice of India, a day after Justice NV Ramana 
retired from the highest judicial post. President 
Droupadi Murmu administered the oath of office of 
the Chief Justice of India to Justice Lalit at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Justice Ramana had 
recommended Justice Lalit as his successor in keeping 
with convention and norms of seniority. The President 
subsequently confirmed Justice Lalit's appointment as 
the new Chief Justice of India or CJI. Justice Lalit will 
have a brief tenure of 74 days as the head of India's 
judiciary and would retire on 8 November. Justice 
Lalit was a renowned senior advocate before he 
became the judge of the Supreme Court. He was 
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court on August 13, 
2014. 
 
Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan appointed as 
SEBI whole-time Member 

 
 
The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has 
appointed Ananth Narayan Gopalakrishnan, an 
associate professor at SP Jain Institute of Management 
and Research (SPJIMR), as a whole-time member of 

the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 
He will hold office for three years from the date he 
assumes charge of the post or until further orders, 
whichever is earlier. With this appointment, 
Gopalakrishnan becomes the fourth whole-time 
member of SEBI, which had been functioning with a 
vacancy for the position since November 2021. Apart 
from being an associate professor at SP Jain, 
Gopalakrishnan is a senior India analyst at the 
Observatory Group and is a public interest director for 
the NSE IFSC Gift City in Gujarat and for the 
National Securities Clearing Corporation. 
Gopalakrishnan, who has over two decades of 
experience in Finance and banking, has served as the 
RBI-nominated additional director on the YES Bank 
board. He has worked with Citibank, Deutsche Bank, 
and Standard Chartered Bank. 
SEBI: 
 Founded: 12 April 1992 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Chairperson: Madhabi Puri Buch 
 
Govt appointments Dr Krishnamurthy 
Subramanian to post of Executive Director (India) 
at IMF 

 
 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved the appointment of former Chief Economic 
Advisor Dr Krishnamurthy Subramanian to the post of 
Executive Director (India) at the International 
Monetary Fund. He has been appointed to this post for 
a period of three years from 1st of November this 
year. Dr Subramanian will succeed eminent economist 
Dr Surjit Bhalla who was appointed as the Executive 
Director for India on the board of the International 
Monetary Fund in 2019. 
IMF: 
Formation: 27 December 1945 
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
Member Countries: 190 
MD: Kristalina Georgieva 
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Government forms 5-member committee to review 
pharma companies' practices 
 
The central government has made a five-member 
committee to consider a ‘legally enforceable” 
mechanism for enforcing the marketing practices of 
pharmaceutical companies. VK Paul, a member of 
NITI Aagoy would lead the committee. The 
committee is assumed to submit its report in 90 days. 
The government has made a high-level committee to 
hammer out a legal mechanism to address the issue of 
pharmaceutical companies giving incitements for 
promoting their drugs and products. 
 
5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah 2022 to be Celebrated 
from 1st to 30th Sept 2022 
 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development will 
celebrate the 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah 2022 from 
1st to 30th Sept 2022 as part of the POSHAN 
Abhiyaan. The Central Theme of Poshan Maah 2022 
is “Mahila aur Swasthya” and “Bacha aur Shiksha”. 
Poshan Maah is being celebrated as part of the 
POSHAN Abhiyaan (Prime Minister’s Overarching 
Scheme for Holistic Nutrition), the Central 
Government’s flagship programme which aims to 
improve nutritional outcomes for children under 6 
years of age, pregnant women and lactating mothers. 
As part of the 5th Rashtriya Poshan Maah, the 
ministry plans to rope in the Gram Panchayats as 
Poshan Panchayats with the key focus on Women’s 
Health and Children’s Education. On this front, the 
government has also launched Mission Poshan 2.0 as 
a support initiative to strengthen nutritional content, 
delivery, outreach and outcomes that nurture health, 
wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition. 
UCPMP:  
The Universal Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing 
Practices (UCPMP) for pharmaceutical companies 
came into effect in January 2015. The UCPMP is 
elective and there is no legal penalty for violating the 
code. The Supreme Court is hearing an appeal seeking 
direction from the government to give the UCPMP a 
statutory basis. The code establishes relationships with 
healthcare professionals, wherein the provisions 
related to travel facilities, hospitality, and cash or 

monetary grants to physicians or their families have 
been detailed. 
 
India’s first Dugong conservation reserve notified 
in Tamil Nadu 
 
Tamil Nadu has notified the nation’s first “Dugong 
Conservation Reserve’ in Palk Bay. The area covers 
the coastal waters of Thanjavur and Pudokottai 
districts with an area of 448 square kilometres. Tamil 
Nadu has rich and healthy marine biodiversity with a 
long coastline of 1076 km and 14 coastal districts. 
Various rare and endangered fishes and turtle species 
also live here. In the year 2021, the government 
announced its decision to set up the reserve. 
Currently, there are approx 240 Dugongs in India and 
most of them are found on the Tamil Nadu Coast. 
Protecting Dugongs would help improve and save the 
seagrass beds that are the breeding and feeding 
grounds for many fishes and marine fauna.  
The Dugongs: 
Dugongs are the largest herbivorous marine mammals 
that basically thrive on seagrass beds. Dugongs are 
safeguarded under Schedule 1 of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972. The species’ population is in 
danger due to habitat loss. Hence, there is an 
immediate need to protect Dugongs and their habitat 
from degradation. It is the only living organism of the 
once-diverse family Dugongidae. The dugong is the 
only sirenian in its range, which spans the waters of 
almost 40 countries and territories throughout the 
Indo-West Pacific.  
 
Varanasi nominated as first SCO tourism and 
cultural capital 
 
At the 22nd meeting of the SCO council in 
Samarkand, Varanasi city has been nominated as the 
first cultural and tourism capital during 2022-2023. 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 2022, was the 
first in-person meeting of the regional group after the 
Covid-19 pandemic which was attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The rotating presidency of 
the grouping has been handed over to India for the 
year 2022-23 by Uzbekistan. At the Dushanbe SCO 
Summit in 2021, the regulations for nominating SCO 
tourism and capital were adopted with an objective to 

National News National News
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promote cooperation between the SCO member states 
in the field of culture and tourism.  
 
Manipur CM Biren Singh launches portal ‘CM da 
Haisi’ (Let’s inform the CM) to address public 
grievances 
 
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh has launched a 
web portal to enable people to redress their 
grievances, and provide a platform to raise corruption-
related issues. Three phone numbers, including two 
meant for the anti-corruption cell, has been made 
available on the portal 'CM da Haisi' (Let's inform the 
CM), they said. It will enable fast redressal of public 
grievances and also provide a platform to raise 
corruption-related issues. This will further enable us 
to bring transparency and accountability in 
governance and delivery of public services. 
Manipur: 
 Land area: 22,327 km² 
 Capital: Imphal (Executive Branch) 
 Chief Minister: N. Biren Singh 
 Official flower: Lilium mackliniae 
 
Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launches 
Ramakrishna Mission’s ‘Awakening’ Programme 
for students of class 1 to 5 
 
Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan 
launched Ramakrishna Mission’s ‘Awakening’ 
Programme for students of class 1 to 5th. The New 
Education Policy- NEP 2020 is deeply inspired by the 
philosophy of Swami Vivekananda. Ramakrishna 
Mission has a legacy of imparting applied education 
and at a time when the government is implementing 
NEP 2020, it must also lay emphasis on creating such 
value-based educational programmes for 9th to 12th in 
addition to creating programmes for class 1 to 8. This 
unique initiative is a step towards ensuring holistic 
personality development of a child aligned with the 
philosophy of NEP 2020.  
 
Nagaland holds its first ever Naga Mircha Festival 
at Seiyhama 
 
The first Naga Mircha Festival was hosted and 
organized by the Seiyhama village Council and 
Seiyhama Naga Mircha Growers. The first Naga 
Mircha Festival was sponsored by the Department of 
Horticulture, and it was held at the Village Council 

Hall. The special guest of the festival was NDPP 
President, 11th Northern Angami-2-Assembly 
Constituency, Vibeilietuo Kets.  
Key Points:  
 The first of its kind Naga Mircha Festival 2022, in 

Nagaland was celebrated for the first time in 
Seiyhama. 

 The Naga Mircha Festival was sponsored by the 
Department of Horticulture. 

 Naga Mircha was also the first product to receive 
a GI Tag from Nagaland. 

 The Naga chili also known as King Chilli, has 
developed significantly in the farming sector. 

 After this year’s Naga Mircha Festival 2022, the 
festival will be held annually. 

 
PM to releases national logistics policy 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 
national logistics policy on September 17, which is 
aimed at promoting seamless movement of goods 
across the country. The policy is expected to focus on 
several areas such as process re-engineering, 
digitisation, and multi-modal transport. In 2020, the 
government, in the budget, had announced that it will 
soon release the national logistics policy. The move 
assumes significance as high logistics cost impact 
competitiveness of domestic goods in the international 
market. The government has emphasised on the need 
to reduce logistics cost in the country from the current 
levels of 13-14 per cent of GDP. According to the 
commerce ministry, the sector is complex with more 
than 20 government agencies, 40 PGAs (Partner 
Government Agencies), 37 export promotion councils, 
500 certifications, over 10,000 commodities, and USD 
160 billion market size. It also involves 200 shipping 
agencies, 36 logistics services, 129 ICDs (Inland 
Container Depots), 168 CFSs (Container Freight 
Stations), 50 IT ecosystems, banks and insurance 
agencies. The sector provides livelihood to more than 
22 million people and improving the sector will 
facilitate 10 per cent decrease in indirect logistics cost 
leading to the growth of 5 to 8 per cent in exports, the 
ministry had stated. As per estimates, the worth of 
Indian logistics market is over USD 200 billion. 
 
India to host G20 summit in September 2023 
 
India will host the G-20 leaders’ summit in New Delhi 
on September 9 and 10 in 2023 under its Presidency. 
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India will assume the Presidency of the G20 for one 
year from December 1, 2022, to November 30, 2023, 
and is expected to host over 200 meetings across the 
country. India, as G20 Presidency, will be inviting 
Bangladesh, Egypt, Mauritius, Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Oman, Singapore, Spain and UAE as Guest countries. 
During our Presidency, India, Indonesia and Brazil 
would form the troika. This would be the first time 
when the troika would consist of three developing 
countries and emerging economies, providing them a 
greater voice. The G20, or Group of Twenty, is an 
intergovernmental forum of the world’s major 
developed and developing economies. Collectively, 
the G20 accounts for 85 per cent of global GDP, 75 
per cent of international trade and two-thirds of the 
world population, making it the premier forum for 
international economic cooperation.  
 
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar inaugurates India's 
largest rubber dam 
 
Bihar Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar has inaugurated 
India’s longest rubber dam ‘Gayaji Dam’ on the Falgu 
River in Gaya. The dam has been built at an estimated 
cost of Rs 324 crore. Experts from IIT (Roorkee) were 
involved with the project. There will be enough water 
in the dam round the year for the convenience of 
pilgrims. With its construction, now at least two feet 
of water will be available in the Falgu River near 
Vishnupad Ghat throughout the year for the devotees 
who come here to do Pind Daan. 
 
CHHATA scheme aims to recharge Odisha’s 
groundwater resources 
 
Odisha government has launched a rainwater 
harvesting scheme named ‘Community Harnessing 
and Harvesting Rainwater Artificially from Terrace to 
Aquifer (CHHATA). The new scheme was approved 
by the Cabinet last month. It will be implemented for 
a period of five years. The State sector scheme will 
work towards conserving rainwater and improving 
water quality in urban local bodies (ULBs) and water 
scarce blocks. 
 
PM Modi inaugurates World Dairy Summit in 
Greater Noida 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
International Dairy Federation World Dairy Summit 

(IDF WDS) 2022 at India Expo Centre and Mart in 
Greater Noida. The Prime Minister underlined the 
centrality of ‘Pashu Dhan’ and milk-related business 
in the cultural landscape of India. The Indian dairy 
industry is unique as it is based on a cooperative 
model that empowers small and marginal dairy 
farmers, especially women. The government has taken 
multiple steps for the betterment of the dairy industry 
resulting in an increase of milk production by more 
than 44% in the last eight years. The success story of 
the Indian dairy industry, accounting for about 23% of 
global milk, producing around 210 million tonnes 
annually, and empowering more than 8 crore dairy 
farmers, will be showcased at the IDF WDS 2022. 
The four-day long IDF WDS 2022 is being held from 
12-16 September. 
Note: The last such summit in India was held in 1974. 
 
Pudhumai Penn scheme launch in Tamil Nadu 
 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has launched 
the Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Higher 
Education Assurance scheme titled ‘Pudhumai Penn’ 
at a function in Chennai, in the presence of Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Mr Kejriwal also 
unveiled 26 schools of excellence and 15 model 
schools set up by the Tamil Nadu government 
emulating the model by his AAP government in Delhi. 
Pudhumai Penn scheme, girl students, who studied 
from Class V to Class XII in state government schools 
would be paid monthly assistance of Rs 1,000 till they 
complete their graduation or diploma. The scheme 
aims to benefit six lakh girls every year and Rs 698 
crore has been allocated in the budget for its 
implementation. Stalin also said Rs 25 crore will be 
allocated to Bharathi Women’s College for 
constructing new classrooms and developing 
infrastructure facilities. 
 
Cabinet approves policy on long-term leasing of 
Railways' Land for PM Gati Shakti framework 
 
The Union Cabinet approved policy on long-term 
leasing of Railways' Land for implementing PM Gati 
Shakti framework. The policy will bring more revenue 
to Railways and generate about one lakh 20 thousand 
jobs. Three hundred PM Gati Shakti Cargo Terminals 
will also be developed over the next five years. This 
will also help in attracting more cargo to railways and 
reducing the logistics costs of the industry. The 
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revised railways’ land policy will enable integrated 
development of infrastructure and more cargo 
terminals. The policy will provide for use of railway 
land at a nominal cost for setting up solar plants on 
railway land. 
 
Centre approves ₹27,360 cr to develop schools 
under PM-SHRI scheme 
 
The Union Cabinet approved the ‘PM Schools for 
Rising India’ (PM SHRI) scheme to turn existing 
government schools into model schools for 
implementation of the National Education Policy, 
2022. The scheme will be implemented as a Centrally 
sponsored scheme with a total project cost of ₹27,360 
crore, with the Centre’s share being ₹18,128 crore for 
the period of five years from 2022-23 to 2026-27 for 
transforming nearly 14,500 schools across the 
country. However, schools will be selected only if the 
State government agrees to implement the NEP. 
Under the scheme, a school will receive nearly ₹2 
crore, and the money will be transferred directly to the 
school’s account through Direct Benefit Transfer. The 
principal or the local committee will be given the 
flexibility to determine the use of 40% of the fund. 
The PM SHRI scheme also provides a “School 
Quality Assessment Framework” which will be 
developed for measuring key performance indicators 
for carrying out quality evaluation of schools selected 
from the current academic year. 
 
Chhattisgarh gets 29th district in the form of 
Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki 
 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister, Bhupesh Baghel 
inaugurated the newly formed district Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki as the 29th district of the state. He 
also unveiled the map of the district on the occasion. 
The newly formed district Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh 
Chowki has been carved out of Rajnandgaon district 
and created as a new administrative unit. The new 
district will be under the Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh 
Chowki Durg division. S Jayavardhan, a 2014 batch 
IAS officer, has been made the first collector, while 
Yeduvalli Akshay Kumar will be the first SP of the 
newly formed district.  
Chhattisgarh: 
 Capital: Raipur 
 Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel 
 Governor: Anusuiya Uikey 

India’s first Bio-Village setup in Daspara Tripura 
 
Tripura Government has setup India’s 1st Bio-Village 
at Daspara village of the state. The concept of Bio 
Village 2.0 developed by the state government has 
been recognized as one of the best practices to attain 
sustainable development goals. The bio-villages have 
been setup in Tripura by the Directorate of Bio-
Technology under the Science and Technology 
department. 
Daspara Bio-Village:  
The Daspara Bio-Village has been developed as a 
hamlet consisting of 64 families solely dependent on 
agriculture and fishery. The village has been 
transformed with all the residents following nature-
based lifestyle and livelihood. The village farmers 
have also decided to reduce theuse of chemical 
fertilizers for agricultural activities. Daspara is one of 
the first bio-villages that has been developed based on 
the bio-village 2.0 conceptualised in Tripura. The 
concept has been designed to help mitigate the climate 
change effects. 
 
Delhi's historic Rajpath renamed 'Kartavya Path' 
by govt 
 
Centre announced that the Rajpath (formerly 
'Kingsway') and Central Vista lawns area in New 
Delhi will be renamed 'Kartavya Path'. Rajpath is the 
boulevard that runs from the Rashtrapati Bhawan 
through Vijay Chowk and India Gate, National War 
Memorial to National Stadium. The decision is said to 
shed remnants of the British colony in India. The 
decision came after a special meeting on September 7, 
convened with the aim of renaming the Rajpath and 
Central Vista lawns. Earlier, the Modi government 
had changed the name of the road on which the Prime 
Minister’s residence is, from Race Course Road to 
Lok Kalyan Marg. 
 
The Kartavya Path: 
Kartavya Path includes the entire avenue and area 
from the Netaji Statue to the Rashtrapati Bhavan. The 
route runs from Rashtrapati Bhavan on Raisina Hill 
through Vijay Chowk and India Gate to National 
Stadium in Delhi. The decision comes after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s address to the nation on 
independence day where he stressed the factors 
leading to the abolition of symbols and signs relating 
to the colonial mindset. 
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PM announces development and upgradation of 
14,500 schools across country under PM-SHRI 
Yojana 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a new 
initiative - the development and upgradation of 14 
thousand 500 schools across the country under the 
Pradhan Mantri Schools For Rising India (PM-SHRI) 
Yojana. The PM-SHRI schools will have a modern, 
transformational and holistic method of imparting 
education. The PM-SHRI schools will further benefit 
lakhs of students across the country in the spirit of 
National Education Policy. Emphasis will be given on 
a discovery oriented, learning centric way of teaching. 
The focus will also be on modern infrastructure 
including latest technology, smart classrooms, sports 
and more.  
 
Govt to set up country's first-ever Night Sky 
Sanctuary in Ladakh to boost Astro tourism 
 
In a unique and first-of-its-kind initiative, the 
Department of Science and Technology, DST has 
undertaken to set up India’s first-ever Night Sky 
Sanctuary in Ladakh. It will be completed within the 
next three months. The proposed Dark Sky Reserve 
will be located at Hanle in Ladakh as a part of 
Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary. It will boost Astro 
tourism in India and will be one of the world’s 
highest-located sites for optical, infrared, and gamma-
ray telescopes.  
 
PM Modi unveils new ensign of Indian Navy 
 
PM Narendra Modi unveiled the new Naval Ensign 
(Nishaan) in Kerala's Kochi while commissioning 
India's first indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. 
The old ensign had the St George's Cross along with 
the Tricolour in the canton. It now includes the Indian 
Navy crest on a navy blue background and draws 
inspiration from Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. The 
erstwhile Indian Naval Ensign included the National 
Flag in the upper left canton, red vertical and 
horizontal stripes and a golden yellow state emblem 
superimposed on the intersection of the red stripes. 
The national motto 'Satyamev Jayate' engraved in 
Devanagari script was included underneath the State 
Emblem. This White ensign has been flown by all 
formations, ships and establishments of the Indian 
Navy till September 1, 2022. 

Rajasthan govt introduce ‘Mahila Nidhi’ to help 
women entrepreneurs 
 
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has launched 
‘Mahila Nidhi’, a loan scheme for the social and 
economic development of women through loans. 
Under the scheme, apart from everyday necessities, 
easy credit will be available to women for business 
expansion and starting new businesses. In the budget 
2022-23, the government said it will establish ‘Mahila 
Nidhi’ through Rajasthan Rural Livelihood 
Development Council. Rajasthan is the second state in 
the country after Telangana, where Mahila Nidhi has 
been established. 
The Mahila Nidhi scheme: 
Mahila Nidhi has been established to help women 
self-help groups get loans from banks, increase the 
income of poor and marginal women, and social and 
economic progress of women through skill 
development. The scheme will facilitate crediting of 
loans up to Rs 40,000 within 48 hours, and above Rs 
40,000 within 15 days. At present 2.70 lakh self-help 
groups have been formed in 33 districts of the state 
connecting 30 lakh families. In 2022-23, 50,000 self-
help groups are proposed to be formed, connecting six 
lakh families. A total of 36 lakh families in the state 
will get benefits from Rajasthan Mahila Nidhi in a 
phased manner based on their needs. 
 
Haridwar declared India’s Best Aspirational 
District under NITI Aayog's Aspirational Districts 
Programme 
 
Haridwar has been declared as India’s Best 
Aspirational District by NITI Aayog. The distraction 
of Best Aspirational District to the Holy City of 
Haridwar was accorded under NITI Aayog's 
Aspirational Districts Programme. Along with the title 
of being India’s Best Aspirational District, the district 
will also receive an additional allocation of Rs 3 
Crores. Haridwar District has been allocated to Union 
Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal who 
has taken active interest in the development of the 
district.  
The Aspirational District Programme launched by 
NITI Aayog evaluates the performance of districts 
based on five key parameters: 
1. Health & Nutrition (30%) 
2. Education (30%) 
3. Agriculture & Water Resources (20%) 
4. Financial Inclusion & Skill Development (10%) 
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5. Infrastructure (10%) 
 
Village Defence Guard scheme comes into force in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
 
Village Defence Guards Scheme 2022 (VDGS-2022) 
is a programme with a defence component that was 
only recently introduced for the state of Jammu & 
Kashmir (J&K). The Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav has 
already started a number of initiatives, and this 
programme was introduced at that time with the 
primary objective of enhancing security in Jammu’s 
border regions. 
 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approves 
proposal for amendment of policy of exemption for 
Wheat Flour from export ban 
 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has 
approved the proposal for amendment of policy of 
exemption for Wheat Flour from export ban. The 
approval will now allow to put a restriction on the 
export of Wheat Flour which will ensure a curb on 
rising prices of wheat flour and ensure food security 
of the most vulnerable sections of the society. Russia 
and Ukraine are the major exporters of wheat 
accounting for around 1/4th of the global wheat trade. 
The conflict between them led to the global wheat 
supply chain disruptions increasing demand of Indian 
wheat. As a result, the price of wheat in domestic 
market showed an increase. In order to ensure food 
security of 1.4 billion people of the country, decision 
was taken to put a prohibition on export of wheat in 
May this year. However, due to prohibition on export 
of wheat, the demand for wheat flour has increased in 
foreign markets. Its exports from India have registered 
a growth of 200 percent during April to July this year 
compared to the corresponding period last year. The 
increased demand for wheat flour in international 
market led to significant price rise of wheat flour in 
the domestic market.  
 
‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme launched by 
Govt 
 
Central Government has ordered the implementation 
of ‘One Nation, One Fertiliser’ scheme. The new 
scheme is aimed at bringing about uniformity in 
fertiliser brands across the country under the single 
brand name of ‘Bharat’. Along with this, the fertiliser 

subsidy scheme has also been officially renamed the 
Pradhanmantri Bharitya Janurvarak Pariyojna 
(PMBJP) and will be spearheaded by the Ministry of 
Chemicals and Fertilisers. The scheme mandates all 
manufacturers and businesses to sell fertiliser products 
under a single brand name of ‘Bharat’. 
Key Provisions:  
 The PradhanmantriBharityaJanurvarakPariyojna 

(PMBJP) scheme mandates that all fertiliser 
products being sold under the PMBJP scheme 
should carry a single brand name ‘Bharat’, 
irrespective of if it is produced by the public or 
private sector 

 All bags or packaging material used for fertilisers 
should carry “a logo indicating Fertiliser subsidy 
scheme namely Pradhanmantri Bhartiya 
JanurvarakPariyojna in two-thirds space.  

 The new provisions of PMBJP will come into 
effect from 2nd October 2022 onwards. 

 Fertiliser production companies are not allowed to 
procure old design bags from 15th Sept 2022 
onwards and will have to exhaust all bags of old 
design by 12th December 2022. 

 
India’s first Night Safari to come up in Kukrail 
Forest Area in Lucknow 
 
UP State Government has approved setting up India’s 
first night safari park at Kukrail Forest Area in 
Lucknow. Recently, UP state cabinet gave its approval 
for establishing India’s First Night Safari Park in 
Lucknow’s Kukrail Forest Area. The ambitious 
project will see a part of the2027.4-hectare forest area 
in Kukrail to be converted into a Night Safari Park 
and a Zoological Park. The proposal says that the 
Zoological Park will be set up in an area of 150 acres 
while the Night Safari Park will be established in an 
area of 350 acres. Currently, there are 13 safaris in the 
country but they are all Day Safaris; once completed 
Lucknow’s Kukrail will be India’s 1st Night Safari. 
As part of Lucknow’s Night Safari Project, the 
government plans to create a separate Leopard safari 
on 75 acres of land, a Bear safari on 60 acres area and 
a Tiger safari on 75 acres. Unlike the zoo, where 
animals are kept caged, these safaris would allow 
them to roam free as they do in the wild. Apart from 
the Night Safari, the government also plans to develop 
a modern theme park for tourists with amusement and 
adventure facilities. 
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China creates world’s first cloned wild Arctic wolf 
‘Maya’ 
 
For the first time in the world, a wild Arctic wolf was 
successfully cloned by a Beijing-based gene firm. The 
cloning of the Arctic wolf also called polar or white 
wolf is considered a milestone achievement in saving 
rare and endangered species through cloning 
technology. The Arctic wolf is native to the High 
Arctic tundra of Canada’s Queen Elizabeth Islands. 
The wolf's name is Maya and she’s in good health 
according to the company. The donor cell of the wolf 
came from the skin sample of a wild female Arctic 
wolf and its oocyte was captured from a female dog. 
The process of producing living organisms, including 
cells, tissues, etc., with identical genetic materials 
either through natural or artificial means, is known as 
cloning. Some organisms produce clones through 
asexual reproduction in nature. Cloning a cell means 
deriving a number of cells from a single cell.  
Note: Sheep Dolly was the first animal to be cloned. 
A Scottish scientist created it in 1996 by using an 
udder cell from an adult sheep.  
 
India hold talks with Egypt to expand defence ties 
 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who is on a three-
day visit to Egypt, signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on defence cooperation. The move will 
boost ties between India and Egypt and also add new 
impetus and synergy to the relations between the two 
countries. Earlier both countries agreed to develop 
military cooperation further and focus on joint 
training, defence co-production and maintenance. 
Egypt is one of the largest investment destinations for 
India in the region with an existing Indian investment 
of USD 3.15 billion. Indian companies continue to 
execute several projects in Egypt. 
 
India emerges as Sri Lanka’s largest bilateral 
lender overtaking China 
 
India has emerged as the largest bilateral lender for Sri 
Lanka, overtaking China. India has provided a total of 
968 million US dollars in loans to the island nation in 
four months of 2022. In the past five years from 2017-
2021, China has been the largest bilateral lender to Sri 

Lanka. Asian Development Bank (ADB) has been the 
largest multilateral lender in the past five years and 
disbursed funds amounting to 610 million dollars in 
2021. India's Permanent Representative to the UN, 
Ruchira Kamboj had said that India had provided 
nearly 4 billion dollars in food and financial assistance 
to Sri Lanka. On August 22, India handed over 21,000 
tonnes of fertilizer to crisis-ridden Sri Lanka. 
 
Thrissur, Nilambur & Warangal join UNESCO 
Global Network of Learning Cities 
 
Telangana's second largest city, Warangal, and 
Kerala's culture capital, Thrissur, have joined the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization's (UNESCO) Global Network of 
Learning Cities. After the inscription of World 
Heritage Site Tag by UNESCO to the Great Ramappa 
Temple in Warangal, Telangana gets its second 
recognition in the last 1 year by the UNESCO  
 
What is the Global Network of Learning Cities? 
According to UNESCO's website, the network is an 
global policy-oriented network offering “inspiration, 
know-how and best practice”. It further stated that 
learning cities at all stages of development can benefit 
vastly from “sharing ideas with other cities”, as 
solutions for problems that come as one city develops 
may already exist in other cities. “The Network 
supports the achievement of all seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), in particular SDG 4 
(‘Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all’) and 
SDG 11 (‘Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’).” UNESCO 
said. 
 
US approves potential $1.1bn weapons sale to 
Taiwan 
 
The Biden administration has announced a $1.1bn 
arms sale to Taiwan as US-China tensions escalate 
over its status. The sale included $355m for Harpoon 
air-to-sea missiles and $85m for Sidewinder air-to-air 
missiles, the state department said. The largest portion 
of the sale is a $655m logistics support package for 
Taiwan’s surveillance radar programme, which 

International Events 
 

International Events
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provides air defence warnings. Early warning air 
defence systems have become more important as 
China has stepped up military drills near Taiwan, 
which it regards as a renegade province. The drone 
entered restricted airspace over Lion Islet (pictured), 
also known as Shiyu Islet. Taiwan shoots down drone 
off Chinese coast for first time.
US:
Capital: Washington, D.C.
President: Joe Biden
Currency: United States Dollar

IMF agrees to provide 2.9bn to Sri Lanka to help 
island nation overcome its worst economic crisis

International Monetary Fund (IMF) has agreed to 
provide a 2.9 billion dollar extended facility to Sri 
Lanka for a four-year period, with conditions on debt 
restructuring and action on corruption. The move 
comes after a week-long discussion between IMF and 
Sri Lankan authorities. The IMF mission was led by 
Peter Breuer and Masahiro Nozaki who were in the 
island nation from August 24 to September 1. They 
extensively discussed IMF's support for Sri Lanka and 
the authorities' comprehensive economic reform 

programme. The new extended facility will support 
Sri Lanka's program to restore macroeconomic 
stability and debt sustainability. Facing the worst-ever 
economic crisis, Sri Lanka is going through 
skyrocketing inflation, dollar crunch and devaluation 
of the local currency mainly due to wrong financial 
decision-making and extensive loans obtained for 
many white elephant projects. With a colossal 51 
billion dollar foreign debt, Sri Lanka was expected to 
pay 7 billion dollars in debt serving but defaulted in 
April this year.

Solomon Islands to ban US Navy ships from ports

The Solomon Islands government has informed the 
US it'll place a moratorium on Navy vessels entering
its ports. Relations between the Solomon Islands and 
the US have been tense ever since Honiara signed a 
security pact with China in April. The US, Australia 
and New Zealand had voiced concerns over the pact.
Solomon Islands:
 Capital: Honiara
 Currency: Solomon Islands dollar
 Governor-General: Sir David Vunagi
 Prime Minister: Manasseh Sogavare
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RBI cancels license of Maharashtra-based Laxmi 
Cooperative Bank. 
 
Reserve Bank of India has cancelled the licence of 
Maharashtra-based The Laxmi Co-operative Bank, 
citing a lack of adequate capital. Upon liquidation, 
every depositor would be entitled to receive a deposit 
insurance claim amount upto 5 lakh rupees. According 
to the RBI, the bank with its present financial position 
would be unable to pay its present depositors in full 
and public interest would be adversely affected if the 
bank is allowed to carry on. The Commissioner for 
Cooperation and Registrar of Cooperative Societies, 
Maharashtra has also been asked to issue an order to 
wind up the operations and appoint a liquidator for the 
bank. Based on bank data, around 99 per cent of the 
depositors are entitled to receive the full amount of 
their deposits from the deposit insurance and credit 
guarantee corporation (DICGC). As of September 13, 
the Laxmi Co-operative Bank has already paid 193 
crore rupees of the total insured deposits based on the 
willingness received from the concerned depositors of 
the bank. 
 
MoFPI jointly launches Convergence Portal 
between AIF, PMFME scheme & PMKSY 
 
Union Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
(MoFPI) jointly launched a Convergence Portal 
between Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF), 
Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food 
Processing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme and 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) at 
Krishi Bhawan in New Delhi. The Ministry of 
Agriculture is implementing the Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) - a medium to long-term 
debt financing facility for the creation of post-harvest 
management infrastructure and building of community 
farming assets. Food Processing Ministry launched a 
centrally-sponsored PPMFME scheme on June 29, 
2020, to enhance the competitiveness of individual 
micro-enterprises in the unorganized segment & 
promote the formalization of this sector. The scheme 
provides financial, technical and business support for 
the upgradation of micro food processing enterprises 
in the country. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojna 
is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries for creation of modern 
infrastructure with efficient supply chain management 
from farm gate to retail outlet. Under the scheme, 
there is a provision of 35 per cent grant of Eligible 
Project Cost for General and 50 per cent for 
SC/ST/Difficult Areas, subject to a maximum of Rs 5 
crore to Rs 15 crore in terms of respective sub-scheme 
guidelines. 
 
RBI Removes Central Bank of India from PCA 
Framework 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) removed Central 
Bank of India from its Prompt Corrective Action 
Framework (PCAF) after the lender showed 
improvement in various financial ratios, including 
minimum regulatory capital and net non-performing 
assets (NNPAs). The PCA norm is a supervisory tool 
and is imposed when a bank breaches certain 
regulatory thresholds on capital to risk weighted assets 
ratio (CRAR), net NPAs and return on assets (RoA). 
The RBI had imposed the PCA norms on the bank in 
June 2017 due to its high net NPA and negative return 
of assets (RoA). 
 
CERT-In conducts exercise Cyber Security 
Exercise “Synergy” 
 
Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-
In) under the Ministry of Electronics and IT, in 
collaboration with the Cyber Security Agency of 
Singapore successfully designed and conducted the 
Cyber Security Exercise “Synergy” for 13 Countries. 
It was a part of the International Counter Ransomware 
Initiative- Resilience Working Group. The Group is 
being led by India under the leadership of National 
Security Council Secretariat. The theme of the 
exercise was “Building Network Resiliency to counter 
Ransomware Attacks”. 
 
Sikkim govt hikes minimum wage for unskilled 
workers by 67% to Rs 500 
 
The Sikkim government hiked the minimum wage for 
unskilled workers by 67 percent to Rs 500. The daily 
wage for unskilled laborers was Rs 300 which is now 
increased to Rs 500 with retrospective effect from 

Banking & Economy 
 

Banking & Economy
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11th July 2022. The daily wage for semi-skilled 
workers was increased from Rs 320 to Rs 520. The 
skilled laborers or workers will now get Rs 535, 
which was earlier Rs 335. Highly skilled labor will be 
paid Rs 565 per day, instead of Rs 365 per day. 
Key Points:  
 These updated wages will be applicable for 

laborers who are working at altitudes up to 8,000 
feet. 

 50 percent more wages will be given to those 
working at altitudes from 8,001 feet to 12,000 
feet. 

 The laborers working in the altitudes of 12,001 
feet to 16,000 feet will be paid 75 percent more 
than the normal wage. 

 The laborers working at places above 16,001 feet 
will get double the normal wage. 

 The new wages will be applicable from July 2022. 
 
HDFC Bank issues first Electronic Bank 
Guarantee in India 
 
HDFC bank becomes the first bank in India to issue 
an Electronic Bank Guarantee (e-BG) in partnership 
with National E-Governance Services Limited 
(NeSL). e-BG will be issued through an API- based 
digital workflow on the NeSL portal. The group head 
in operations of HDFC bank said that digitization is an 
essential enabler for their vision, to be recognized as a 
Bank that offers a distinctive customer experience. 
Digitization of issuance of bank guarantees is a 
transformational step toward increasing the 
proficiency of doing business for MSMEs who are 
important applicants for bank guarantees. To expedite 
the issuance of BGs for the customers, HDFC Bank 
will migrate to the e-BG platform completely. 
What is e-BG? 
Electronic Bank Guarantee eliminates the physical 
documentation associated with a bank guarantee and it 
becomes available digitally to the beneficiary. e-BG 
has been introduced in consultation with NeSL, the 
CVC-CBI committee, and IBA. It has been developed 
to simplify the process and eliminate the possibility of 
fraud and manipulation. A bank can provide bank 
guarantees to its business customers and their 
counterparties faster and safely through e-guarantees 
than traditional paper bank guarantees. An e-BG is 
issued as a PDF file with a secure qualified electronic 
signature placed by two authorized bank 
representatives. 

RBI imposes penalties on three entities for non-
compliance 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposes fine on 
three entities: Three organisations, including 
Industrial Bank of Korea, have received fines from the 
Reserve Bank for breaking regulations. The Reserve 
bank of India announced that Industrial Bank of Korea 
has been fined Rs 36 lakh for failing to follow several 
Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines. Woori Bank 
was fined Rs 59.10 lakh for failing to follow RBI 
guidelines regarding the “Creation of a Central 
Repository of Large Common Exposures – Across 
Banks.” Indiabulls Commercial Credit Limited, New 
Delhi, has been fined Rs. 12.35 lakh for failing to 
follow some KYC directives. The Reserve Bank did 
emphasise that the purpose of penalties is not to judge 
the legality of any transaction or arrangement entered 
into by the firms with their clients but rather to reflect 
weaknesses in regulatory compliance. 
 
Google Cloud, HDFC ERGO team up to digitise 
insurance buying in India 
 
HDFC ERGO General Insurance has roped in Google 
Cloud to build an online platform for selling 
insurance. HDFC ERGO plans to completely migrate 
to the cloud by 2024. This online platform for selling 
insurance, offering tailored digital experiences to 
customers, responding to regulatory changes faster, 
and identifying insurance risks using data analytics 
and machine learning (ML). Google Cloud will also 
assist the insurance provider with IT systems 
integration and building new applications. Google will 
also provide them AI/ML technologies to build 
predictive insights and mitigate insurance fraud. 
Google Cloud enables us to efficiently unlock the full 
potential of HDFC ERGO’s wide insurance solutions.  
This partnership underscores our commitment to 
delivering a seamless user experience by digitising the 
customer journey end-to-end.” 
 
HDFC ERGO General Insurance: 
CEO: Ritesh Kumar 
Headquarters: Mumbai 
Founded: 2002 
 
India becomes fifth largest Economy of world with 
IMF's growth forecast of more than 7% this year 
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India has leaped past the United Kingdom to become 
the fifth-largest economy in the world. India took a 
lead in the final three months of 2021 to become the 
fifth-biggest economy. According to GDP figures 
from IMF, India extended its lead in the first quarter. 
IMF said, the Indian economy is forecast to grow 
more than 7 per cent this year. A world-beating 
rebound in Indian stocks this quarter has just seen 
their weighting rise to the second spot in the MSCI 
Emerging Markets Index, trailing only China’s.
Britain has dropped behind India to become the 
world's sixth largest economy, delivering a further 
blow to the government in London as it grapples with 
a brutal cost-of-living shock.

IMF:
 Formation: 27 December 1945
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., U.S.
 Membership: 190 countries (189 UN countries

and Kosovo)
 Managing Director: Kristalina Georgieva
 First Deputy Managing Director: Gita Gopinath

 Chief Economist: Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas

IMF to extend $1.1 billion to Pakistan government 
amid floods

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has agreed to 
release $1.17 billion (€1.17 billion) in funds to the 
government of Pakistan as the country deals with a 
spiraling death toll and widespread destruction from 
floods that the government has deemed a "climate 
catastrophe." The fund was part of government bailout 
loan from 2019 but was held up as ex-PM Imran 
Khan's administration did not meet the IMF's demands 
to cut energy subsidies. The UN launched an appeal 
for $160 million to fund emergency aid.

Pakistan:
 Prime minister: Shehbaz Sharif
 Capital: Islamabad
 President: Arif Alvi
 Currency: Pakistani rupee
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Skill India collaborates with Samsung to upskill 
youth in future technologies 
 
The Electronics Sector Skill Council of India (ESSCI) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Samsung India to empower the youth with industry-
relevant skills. It will be a part of the government’s 
‘Skill India’ initiative that aims to empower the youth 
with industry-relevant skills in emerging technologies 
such as Artificial Intelligence, the Internet of Things, 
Big Data and Coding & Programming, in a bid to 
enhance their employability. The MoU was exchanged 
by Ken Kang, President and CEO of Samsung 
Southwest Asia, and Abhilasha Gaur, COO, ESSCI. 
 
Tata Steel to merge 7 group companies 
 
The board of directors of Tata group has approved 
amalgamation of all metal companies of Tata group 
into Tata Steel. The company board in its meeting 
approved merger of its seven metal companies with its 
parent metal company Tata Steel Limited. Those 
seven metal companies of Tata group that will be 
merged with Tata Steel are Tata Steel Long Products 
Limited, The Tinplate Company of India Limited, 
Tata Metaliks Limited, TRF Limited, The Indian Steel 
& Wire Products Limited, Tata Steel Mining Limited 
and S & T Mining Company Limited. The company 
has withdrawn the earlier merger scheme of Tata 
Metaliks and Tata Steel Long Products (TSPL). 
 
Tata Steel:  
 Founded: 26 August 1907 
 Founder: Jamsetji Tata, Dorabji Tata 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 
 Chairperson: Natarajan Chandrasekaran 
 Vice Chairman: Noel Tata 
 CEO & Managing Director: T. V. Narendran 
 
Defence Ministry signs contract with BrahMos 
Aerospace for dual-role Surface to Surface 
BrahMos missiles 
 
Providing further impetus to Aatmanirbharta in 
defence production, Ministry of Defence signed a 
contract with M/s BrahMos Aerospace Private 
Limited BAPL for acquisition of additional dual-role 

capable Surface to Surface BrahMos missiles at an 
overall approximate cost of 1700 Crore rupees under 
Buy-Indian Category. Induction of these dual-role 
capable Missiles is going to significantly enhance the 
operational capability of Indian Navy fleet assets. It is 
notable that BAPL is a Joint Venture between India 
and Russia making a crucial contribution to augment 
the new generation of Surface-to-Surface Missiles 
with enhanced range and dual role capability for land 
as well as anti-ship attacks. This contract is going to 
give further boost to indigenous production of critical 
weapon system and ammunition with active 
participation of indigenous industry. 
 
BAPL:  
 Founded: 1998 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 CEO & Managing Director: Atul Dinkar Rane 
 Owners: Defense Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO, India) and Federal State 
Unitary Enterprise NPO Mashinostroeyenia 
(Russia) 

 
Defence Ministry signs MoU with Bank of Baroda, 
HDFC Bank under SPARSH- System for Pension 
Administration initiative 
 
The Defence Ministry has signed a memorandum of 
understanding, MoU, with Bank of Baroda and HDFC 
Bank under the SPARSH- System for Pension 
Administration initiative with an objective to cover 
seventeen lakh, defence pensioners, across the 
country. Seventeen lakh pensioners out of the total 
thirty-two lakh defence pensioners will be added with 
SPARSH by the end of this month. The remaining 
pensioners will be brought at the earliest. The Defence 
Secretary highlighted that the average time in pension 
settlement has come down significantly to about 16 
days. The MoU will onboard more than 14 thousand 
bank branches as Service Centres to provide an 
effective medium for pensioners to perform profile 
update requests, register grievances and seek 
redressal, pensioner data verification and many more. 
The SPARSH initiative has crossed one million 
pensioners onboard mark and disbursed 11 thousand 6 
hundred crore rupees in the 2021-22 fiscal year. 
 

MOU’s Signed 
 

MoU’s Signed
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CCI approves amalgamation of Jio Cinema OTT 
platform with Viacom18 Media 
 
Fair-trade regulator Competition Commission of India 
(CCI) approved the proposed merger of Jio Cinema 
OTT with Viacom18 Media. In April, Reliance 
Industries Ltd (RIL) and Viacom18 announced a 
strategic partnership with Bodhi Tree Systems, where 
Bodhi Tree will invest Rs 13,500 crore in Viacom18 
while Reliance Projects & Property Management 
Services will invest Rs 1,645 crore in the broadcaster 
as part of the tripartite partnership, to form one of the 
largest TV and digital streaming firms in India. Under 
the partnership, Reliance's popular Jio Cinema OTT 
app will be transferred to Viacom18. Bodhi Tree 
Systems (BTS) is an investment venture firm of James 
Murdoch's Lupa Systems and ex-chairman of Star and 
Disney India Uday Shankar. 
Viacom18 - 
Viacom18 Media Private Limited is an Indian media 
and entertainment joint venture between TV18 and 
Paramount Global based in Mumbai. 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 CEO: Jyoti S. Deshpande 
 Parent organization: TV18 
 Owners: Network18, Paramount Networks 

EMEAA 
 Subsidiaries: Viacom18 Studios, etc. 
 
Adobe acquires design software firm Figma for $20 
billion 
 
Software major Adobe acquire design software 
company Figma for about $20 billion in a cash and 
stock deal. Founded by Dylan Field and Evan Wallace 
in 2012, Figma pioneered product design on the web. 
The combination of Adobe and Figma will usher in a 
new era of collaborative creativity. Adobe has 
sharpened its focus on the collaboration tools space in 
recent years through acquisitions. It acquired work 
management platform Workfront in 2020 and cloud-
based video collaboration platform Frame.io last year. 
Adobe Inc.:  
 CEO: Shantanu Narayen  
 Headquarters: San Jose, California, United States 
 Founded: December 1982, Mountain View, 

California, United States 
 CTO: Abhay Parasnis 
 Founders: Charles Geschke, John Warnock 
 

NASA, Google Partner to Allow You to Track Air 
Pollution On A Local Level 
 
The US space agency has collaborated with Google to 
help local governments improve their monitoring and 
prediction of air quality. NASA and Google will 
develop advanced machine learning-based algorithms 
that link space data with Google Earth Engine data 
streams to generate high-resolution air quality maps in 
near real-time. Google has incorporated two new 
NASA data sets into the Earth Engine Catalogue that 
are automatically updated daily. These include data 
from the NASA Goddard Earth Observing System 
Composition Forecasts (GEOS-CF) and Modern-Era 
Retrospective analysis for Research and Applications, 
Version 2 (MERRA-2). These provide satellite 
observations of pollutants to help map and predict 
regions with poor air quality. Harmful air pollution 
affects people and the environment and according to 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), air pollution 
is responsible for about 7 million deaths worldwide 
each year. Environmental insights, like high resolution 
air quality maps, can be useful tools for cities and 
community organisations who can take action on 
climate and health in their neighbourhoods. 
 
MeitY Startup Hub and Meta collaborate to 
support XR technology 
 
MeitY Startup Hub and Meta collectively will launch 
a program to support and accelerate XR technology 
startups in India. The collaboration is a part of the 
Government’s efforts for upgrading skills in the 
development of future technologies. The MeitY Start 
Hub is an initiative of the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology to collaborate with Meta for 
supporting XR technology startups in India. The 
officials said the collaboration with Meta is a part of 
the government’s efforts for skilling in emerging and 
future technologies. 
What is XR technology? 
Extended reality(XR) is an umbrella term 
summarising virtual reality, augmented reality, and 
mixed reality. Since AR and VR offer a broad range 
of revolutionary experiences, the same underlying 
technologies are strengthening XR. The extended 
reality, virtual reality, augmented reality and mixed 
reality extend reality by adding to or simulating the 
actual world through digital materials, and are an 
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effective way to modernize corporate training 
programs.  
 
India’s NSCS & UK Govt in collaboration with 
BAE Systems successfully designed & conducted 
Cyber Security Exercise for 26 Countries 
 
India’s National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) 
and the UK Government in collaboration with BAE 
Systems successfully designed and conducted the 
Cyber Security Exercise for 26 Countries. The 
exercise has been coducted as part of the International 
Counter Ransomware Initiative- Resilience Working 
Group which is being led by India under the 
leadership of National Cyber Security Coordinator 
(NCSC). The exercise has been facilitated by BAE 
Systems through the Immersive Labs platform, and 
the scenario has been written specifically for the 
participants based on Threat Intelligence and 
operational experiences. The theme of the exercise is 
based on Energy Sector in which the respective 
National Cyber Crisis Management Teams of the CRI 
Partner Nations will have to deal with a ransomware 
attack on multiple electricity distribution companies. 
The aim to organise this virtual Cyber Exercise on 
Ransomware Resilience is to simulate a large, wide-
spread cyber security incident affecting organisations 
within a country. 
 
India, Bangladesh ink 7 agreements 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina held bilateral talks in New 
Delhi to review and further strengthen the all-
encompassing India-Bangladesh partnership. Two 
leaders jointly unveiled Unit-I of the Maitree Super 
Thermal Power Project following bilateral and 
delegation level talks in Delhi. The project is being 
constructed under India’s concessional financing 
scheme. It will add 1320 MW to Bangladesh’s 
National Grid. Seven MoUs, including on water 
resources, railways, science and technology, space 
technology were exchanged following the talks. This 
includes an MoU between Prasar Bharati and 
Bangladesh Television on cooperation in the field of 
broadcasting. Prime Minister Modi announced that an 
important agreement on water sharing from the 
Kushiyara River has been signed. This will benefit 
Southern Assam in India and Sylhet region in 
Bangladesh. He pointed out that there are 54 rivers 

that pass through the Indo-Bangladesh border, and 
have been linked to the livelihood of the people of 
both the countries for centuries. 
 
PayU's acquisition of BillDesk for $4.7 billion 
approved by CCI 
 
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has 
approved the $4.7-billion acquisition of payment 
gateway BillDesk by PayU. It is said to be the largest 
acquisition in India's digital payments space. The 
acquisition was announced in August last year. With 
the deal, PayU will now operate in more than 20 
markets. 
 
PayU:  
Founded: 2002 
CEO: Laurent Le Moal  
Parent: Naspers 
 
BFSL & Snapdeal Partners with NPCI & JCB to 
Launch Snapdeal BoB JCB RuPay Credit Card 
 
BOB Financial Solutions Limited (BFSL), the wholly-
owned subsidiary of Bank of Baroda (BoB) and 
Snapdeal in partnership with National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) and Japan’s JCB 
International Company Limited (JCB) launched the 
‘Snapdeal BoB JCB RuPay Credit Card’. The 
Snapdeal BoB JCB RuPay Credit Card is a co-
branded contactless credit card, through which users 
will receive up to 5 percent unlimited cash back (20 
reward points on every Rs. 100 spent) on the Snapdeal 
app and website. 
 
BOB Financial Solutions Limited (BFSL): 
MD & CEO: Shailendra Singh 
Establishment: 1994 
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 
AP, Parley for Oceans ink MoU to save seas from 
pollution 
 
Andhra Pradesh government has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the ‘Parley for 
the Oceans’, a U.S.-based company that works for 
plastic-waste management. Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister says that in the coming six years ₹16,000 
crores will be invested in the state. The program also 
brings employment for more than 20,000 locals with a 
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minimum of at least ₹16,000 per month. The recycling 
and upcycling of plastic waste will be done in the 
“Parley Super Hubs” set up by the Parley for the 
Oceans. 
 
Cabinet approves signing of a MoU between India 
and Nepal in the field of biodiversity conservation 
 
The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, has approved an environment 
ministry proposal for signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Nepal on biodiversity 
conservation. The MoU would help in promoting 
cooperation between India and Nepal in the field of 
forests, wildlife, environment, biodiversity 
conservation and climate change, including restoration 
of corridors and interlinking areas, and sharing 
knowledge and best practices. The region along the 
Indo-Nepal border hosts some of the best wildlife 
habitats remaining in the Indian subcontinent. 
 
NHPC inks MoU with PTC India Limited for sale 
of power to be generated from upcoming West Seti 
& Seti River-6 Projects in Nepal 
 
NHPC Limited signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with PTC India Limited for 
sale of power to be generated from upcoming West 
Seti & Seti River-6 Projects in Nepal,at NHPC 
Corporate Office, Faridabad. As per the MoU, PTC 
shall purchase the Contracted Capacity from NHPC 
from date of commercial operation of above Projects 
for onward sale to the State Utilities/Discoms/Bulk 
Consumers on long term basis in India and 
neighboring countries. PTC shall also endeavor to sell 
any untied capacity on medium/short term basis or on 
power exchanges. The estimated cost of the two 
projects, according to the Investment Board, is $2.4 
billion. Nepal has awarded the much-touted West Seti 
and Seti River projects in western Nepal to India 
through a negotiation window, nearly four years after 
China pulled out. A memorandum of understanding 
was signed between Investment Board Nepal and 
NHPC Limited on August 18 to develop the two joint 
storage projects totalling 1,200MW. 
NEPAL - 
 Capital: Kathmandu 
 Currency: Nepalese rupee 
 President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari 
 Prime minister: Sher Bahadur Deuba 

SJVN Signs Agreement for Power Transmission of 
Luhri Hydro Project Stage-1 
 
Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) Limited has signed 
an agreement with Kalpataru Power Transmission 
Limited for construction of 220 KV Direct Current 
(D/C) single zebra transmission line for 210 MW 
Luhri Hydro Electric Project (HEP) Stage-1. 
 
Key Highlights: 
 The HEP project covers Shimla, Mandi and Kullu 

districts of Himachal Pradesh and will be 
connected with 220/400 kV gas insulated 
switchgear pooling at Nanj in Mandi district 
through inter-state transmission system (ISTS) 
network for power transmission. 

 The agreement envisages an expenditure of Rs 
71.18 Crore and includes end to end delivery of 
commissioned transmission line by August 2024. 

 Luhri HEP Stage-1 is designed to generate 758 
Micro Units(MUs) energy per annum, transmitted 
through the ISTS network line. 

 
Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN) Limited: 
SJVN Limited currently generates around 42,000 MW 
which is functional in all energy sectors such as 
hydro, thermal, renewable sources including 
diversified power transmission and trading. 
SJVN Limited aims to be a 5000 MW company by 
2023, 25000 MW company by 2030 and 50000 MW 
company by 2040. 
 
RailTel & CloudExtel partnered to launch India’s 
first shared RAN solution for Congested Location 
 
RailTel Corporation of India Limited, a "Mini Ratna 
(Category-I)" Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) 
under the Ministry of Railways, and CloudExtel, a 
Full Stack Network as a Service (NaaS) Provider, 
partnered together to launch India’s first shared Radio 
Access Network (RAN) solution for congested 
locations to have better network usage. The Pilot 
project of this RAN solution had successful results 
with the partnership of Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea, 
Nokia, and the Telecom Infra Project (TIP)'s NaaS 
Solutions Group, with support from the Railways, at 
Mumbai Central railway station. 
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Essar Group announces USD 2.4 billion deal to sell 
its ports business to Arcelor Mittal Nippon Steel 
Ltd 
 
Essar group announced the signing of a USD 2.4 
billion (Rs 19,000 crore) deal to sell certain ports and 
power infrastructure to ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel in 
one of the largest post-pandemic merger and 
acquisition deals in India. The Ruia-run firm said the 
deal also envisages a 50-50 joint venture between 
Essar and ArcelorMittal for building a 4 million 
tonnes a year LNG import terminal at Hazira in 
Gujarat. Without giving details, it only identified 
certain ports and power infrastructure that are 
primarily captive to operations of the Hazira steel 
plant, which was acquired by ArcelorMittal Nippon 
Steel (AM/NS) in 2018-19, as part of the deal. The 
deal covers port assets in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, 
and Odisha as well as two power plants at Hazira and 
an electricity transmission line. AM/NS India had 
acquired Essar Steel for around Rs 42,000 crore in 
bankruptcy proceedings in 2018-19 and had claimed 
the acquisition had given it the right to the license of 
port operations. It also includes a 16 million tonnes 
all-weather, deep draft terminal at Visakhapatnam, 
Andhra Pradesh along with an integrated conveyor 
connected to AM/NS India's 8 million tonnes a year 
iron ore pellet plant in the port city. 
 
AAI, Sweden’s LFV Air Navigation Services join 
hands for developing next generation sustainable 
aviation technology 
 
Airports Authority of India (AAI) and LFV Air 
Navigation Services of Sweden signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding at the Corporate 
Headquarters of AAI in New Delhi. The agreement 
brings together two air navigation service providers, 
India and Sweden, with demonstrated capabilities in 
building and operationalizing the next generation of 
sustainable aviation technology, to explore smart 
aviation solutions. This MoU shall pave the way for 
bi-lateral exchange of aviation expertise and 
technology between the two countries. It will allow 
the Indian companies to accelerate growth while 
leveraging Swedish innovation and expertise. Under 
the aegis of the MoU, the companies can collaborate 
in areas of mutual interest. 
 

ICICI Bank partners NPCI to launch Rupay credit 
cards 
 
In order to launch a variety of credit cards on the 
domestic payments network RuPay, ICICI Bank 
established a partnership with National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI). The ICICI Bank RuPay 
Credit Card is initially offered in the Coral variant of 
the Bank’s Gemstone series; Rubyx and Sapphiro 
variants will follow soon. The contactless card known 
as the “ICICI Bank Coral RuPay Credit Card” offers a 
variety of privileges and benefits. 
 
Karnataka govt and Isha Foundation inked an 
MoU to promote agriculture 
 
According to its founder Jaggi Vasudev (Sadhguru), 
the Isha Foundation will sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Karnataka government 
to enhance soil health, as part of its “Save Soil” 
campaign. In addition to other ministers, Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai will be visiting the Palace 
Grounds on Sunday to sign an MoU on “Save Soil.” 
As part of his 100-day motorbike trip for the “Save 
Soil” campaign, Sadhguru (Jagadish Vasudev) arrived 
in Bengaluru, Karnataka for Isha Foundation. Jagadish 
Vasudev (Sadhguru) claimed that the effort of Isha 
Foundation, which had its beginnings in London, had 
now made it to Cauvery. They are now in Karnataka. 
 
 
Bangladesh and India sign consultancy contract 
for two railway projects 
 
Bangladesh and India signed two contracts for the 
construction of a new broad-gauge line between 
Khulna- Darsana and conversion of metre gauge line 
into dual-gauge line between Parbatipur and Kaunia. 
The contract signing ceremony was held at the 
Railway Ministry in Dhaka. Railway Minister of 
Bangladesh Md. Nurul Islam Sujan was the Chief 
Guest on the occasion. The two projects are being 
implemented with financing under the Indian Line of 
Credit (LoC). The 126 kilometre long Khulna-
Darshana broad gauge rail line will have 147 bridges 
over it including 4 Girder bridges and 143 RCC box 
culvert bridges. The project cost is Taka 3506 crore 
out of which Taka 2689 crore will come from the 
Indian Line of Credit. The MoU was signed during the 
visit of a high-level delegation of Norway to India. 
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Author-poet Meena Kandasamy wins the German 
PEN award 
 
Indian author and poet Meena Kandasamy has been 
announced as this year’s recipient of the Hermann 
Kesten Prize by the PEN Centre in Germany’s 
Darmstadt. The Hermann Kesten Prize honours 
personalities who, in the spirit of the charter of the 
PEN association, stand up for the rights of persecuted 
authors and journalists. The PEN Center, Germany, 
will present the award to the Indian author at a 
ceremony in Darmstadt on November 15 this year. 
The winner will receive an amount of €20,000 
($19,996) as prize money. This year, the PEN Center 
is also honouring the website “Weiter Schreiben” 
(German for “Keep writing”) with a special award for 
encouragement, for giving authors in exile and writers 
from conflict zones a platform to express their 
thoughts. 
 
Gates Foundation honors four leaders with 2022 
goalkeepers Global Goals Awards for their 
inspiring efforts to drive progress for all  
 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation honoured 4 
changemakers, with the 2022 Goalkeepers Global 
Goals Awards as a part of its annual Goalkeepers 
campaign. The award recognises their efforts to 
advance progress towards the United Nations (UN) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in their 
communities and around the world. The Gates 
Foundation’s sixth annual Goalkeepers Report, “The 
Future of Progress,” was released. It was coauthored 
by foundation co-chairs Bill Gates and Melinda 
French Gates. 
Winners of 2022 GGG Awards: 

Name of 
the Award 

Presented 
by Awardee Country 

2022 Global 
Goalkeeper 
Award 

Bill Gates 
and 
Melinda 
French 
Gates 

Ursula 
von der 
Leyen 

Germany 

2022 
Campaign 
Award 

Malala 
Yousafzai 

Vanessa 
Nakate Uganda 

2022 
Changemak
er Award 

Angelina 
Jolie 

Zahra 
Joya 

Afghanist
an 

2022 
Progress 
Award 

Lilly 
Singh 

Dr. 
Radhika 
Batra 

India 

 
 
India wins UN award for India Hypertension 
Control Initiative 
 
In a significant achievement and recognition of 
country’s efforts against hypertension, India has won 
a UN award for its “India Hypertension Control 
Initiative, IHCI which is a large-scale hypertension 
intervention under National Health Mission. The IHCI 
has been recognized for its exceptional work within 
India’s existing primary healthcare system. The IHCI 
has won the ‘2022 UN Interagency Task Force and 
WHO Special Programme on Primary Health Care 
Award’ at the UN General Assembly side event held 
in New York, USA. The award recognizes the 
outstanding commitment and action of India to 
prevent and control Non-Communicable Diseases and 
deliver integrated people-centric primary care. 
 
Alia Bhatt felicitated with prestigious Priyadarshni 
Academy's Smita Patil Memorial Award  
 
The 29-year-old actress, Alia Bhatt has been awarded 
the Best Actor at the prestigious Priyadarshni 
Academy Smita Patil Memorial Award. This award is 
given for her commendable contribution to Indian 
cinema at the 38th-anniversary celebrations of the 
premier non-profit, socio-cultural and educational 
organisation, Priyadarshini Academy. This honour is 
bestowed upon outstanding national and international 
recipients annually and awards global recognition for 
their unparalleled excellence and immense 
contribution to their respective fields.  
 Ms Kiara Advani, Actress, India, received 

Priyadarshni Academy’s Smita Patil Memorial 
Award 2021 for Best Actress. 

 Ms Taapsee Pannu, Actress, India, received 
Priyadarshni Academy’s Smita Patil Memorial 
Award 2020 for best actress. 

Awards & Recognitions 
 

Awards & Recognition
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 Priyadarshni Academy’s Smita Patil Memorial 
Award; which started in the year 1986, honours 
the Actresses who have done notable work in the 
field of acting. 

 
Gujarati film Chhello Show is India’s official entry 
for Oscars 2023 
 
The Gujarati film Chhello Show has been announced 
as India's official entry to the Oscars 2023. The Film 
Federation of India has announced India's official 
entry to the 95th Academy Awards. It has been 
selected in the Best International Feature Film 
category. The film is set to release in theatres on 
October 14 in India. Chhello Show, which is titled 
Last Film Show in English, had its world premiere as 
the opening film at Robert DeNiro’s Tribeca Film 
Festival and has won multiple awards across various 
international film festivals. Chhello Show is 2021 
Gujarati coming-of-age drama film directed by Pan 
Nalin. Chhello Show is a coming-of-age drama, which 
revolves around a 9-year-old boy who resides in a 
remote village in India and his love affair with 
cinema. The film shows how the little boy spends a 
summer watching films from the projection booth. 
 
74th Primetime Emmy Awards 2022 
 
The 74th Primetime Emmy Awards were held, to 
mark some remarkable American television 
performances until mid-2022. Overall, there are 40-
plus categories, where writers, actors, directors and 
editors were awarded for their remarkable work from 
June 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022. The 74th annual Emmy 
Awards hosted by Kenan Thompson at the Microsoft 
Theater in Los Angeles. The Emmy Awards, or 
Emmys, are an extensive range of awards for artistic 
and technical merit for the American and international 
television industry. A number of annual Emmy Award 
ceremonies are held throughout the calendar year, 
each with their own set of rules and award categories. 
List of winners:  
 Outstanding lead actress in a comedy series: Jean 

Smart- Hacks 
 Outstanding lead actor in a comedy series: Jason 

Sudeikis- Ted Lasso 
 Outstanding comedy series: Ted Lasso 
 Outstanding lead actor in a limited or anthology 

series or a movie: Michael Keaton- Dopesick 

 Outstanding lead actress in a limited or anthology 
series or a movie: Amanda Seyfried- The Dropout 

 Outstanding limited or anthology series: The 
White Lotus 

 Outstanding lead actress in a drama series: 
Zendaya- Euphoria 

 Outstanding lead actor in a drama series: Lee 
Jung-jae- Squid Game 

 Outstanding drama series: Succession 
 Supporting actor in a comedy series: Brett 

Goldstein- Ted Lasso 
 Supporting actress in a comedy series: Sheryl Lee 

Ralph- Abbott Elementary 
 Guest actor in a drama series: Colman Domingo- 

Euphoria 
 Guest actress in a drama series: Lee You-mi- 

Squid Game 
 Supporting actor in a drama series: Matthew 

Macfadyen- Succession 
 Supporting actress in a drama series: Julia Garner- 

Ozark 
 Supporting actor in a limited series or TV movie: 

Murray Bartlett- The White Lotus 
 Supporting actress in a limited series or TV 

movie: Jennifer Coolidge- The White Lotus 
 Television movie: Chip ‘n’ Dale: Rescue Rangers 
 Guest actor in a comedy series: Nathan Lane- 

Only Murders in the Building 
 Guest actress in a comedy series: Laurie Metcalf- 

Hacks 
 Outstanding writing for a comedy series: Abbott 

Elementary- Quinta Brunson 
 Outstanding writing for a drama series: 

Succession- Jesse Armstrong 
 Outstanding writing for a limited or anthology 

series or movie: The White Lotus- Mike White 
 Outstanding writing for a variety series: Last 

Week Tonight With John Oliver 
 Outstanding writing for a variety special: Jerrod 

Carmichael: Rothaniel 
 Outstanding writing for a nonfiction program: 

Lucy And Desi 
 Outstanding competition program: Lizzo’s Watch 

Out for the Big Grrrls 
 Structured reality program: Queer Eye 
 Unstructured reality program: Love on the 

Spectrum 
 Host for a reality or competition program: 

RuPaul- RuPaul’s Drag Race 
 Variety sketch show: Saturday Night Live 
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 Variety special (live): The Pepsi Super Bowl LVI 
Halftime Show Starring Dr. Dre- Snoop Dogg- 
Mary J. Blige- Eminem- Kendrick Lamar And 50 
Cent 

 Variety special (pre-recorded): Adele: One Night 
Only 

 Short form comedy, drama or variety series: 
Carpool Karaoke: The Series 

 Short form nonfiction or reality series: Full 
Frontal With Samantha Bee Presents: Once Upon 
A Time In Late Night 

 Documentary or nonfiction special: George 
Carlin’s American Dream 

 Documentary or nonfiction series: The Beatles: 
Get Back 

 Exceptional merit in documentary filmmaking: 
When Claude Got Shot 

 Actor in a short form comedy or drama series: 
Tim Robinson- I Think You Should Leave With 
Tim Robinson 

 Actress in a short form comedy or drama series: 
Patricia Clarkson- State of the Union 

 Animated program: Arcane 
 Short-form animated program: Love- Death + 

Robots 
 Character voice-over performance: Chadwick 

Boseman- What If…? 
 Narrator: Barack Obama- Our Great National 

Parks 
 Hosted nonfiction series or special: Stanley Tucci: 

Searching for Italy 
 Outstanding directing for a comedy series: Ted 

Lasso- MJ Delaney 
 Outstanding directing for a drama series: Squid 

Game- Hwang Dong-hyuk 
 Outstanding directing for a limited or anthology 

series or movie: The White Lotus- Mike White 
 Outstanding directing for a variety series: A Black 

Lady Sketch Show- Bridget Stokes 
 Outstanding directing for a variety of special: 

Adele: One Night Only- Paul Dugdale 
 Outstanding Directing for a 

documentary/nonfiction program: The Beatles: 
Get Back- Peter Jackson 

 Outstanding Directing for a reality program: 
Lizzo’s Watch Out For The Big Grrrls- Nneka 
Onuorah 

 
 
 
 

SIIMA Awards 2022 announced 
 
The Tenth SIIMA Awards (South Indian International 
Movie Awards) reportedly took place in Bangalore. 
Several Southern film stars took part in the event. The 
winners of both Kannada and Telugu cinema were 
announced and Allu Arjun’s film ‘Pushpa’ directed by 
Sukumar reportedly won big in the announced list of 
winners for the year 2022. The film has reportedly 
won all the top categories such as Best Film, Best 
Actor in the Leading Role, Best Director, and Best 
Music director among several others.  
 
Chadwick Boseman honoured with Disney Legends 
Award posthumously 
 
Late actor Chadwick Boseman, known for portraying 
'Black Panther', was honoured with the Disney 
Legends Award posthumously at D23 Expo. The 
company presents the award to “an individual who has 
made an extraordinary contribution to the Disney 
legacy.” His brother Derrick Boseman accepted the 
trophy on his behalf. Some of Chadwick’s popular 
works include titles like Black Panther, 42, Marshall, 
Avengers: Infinity War, Da 5 Blood and Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom. Besides Chadwick Boseman, the others 
who were honoured at the award ceremony included 
Anthony Anderson, Kristen Bell, Rob’t Coltrin, 
Patrick Dempsey, Robert Price “Bob” Foster, 
Jonathan Groff, Don Hahn, Josh Gad, Doris Hardoon, 
Idina Menzel, Chris Montan, Ellen Pompeo, and 
Tracee Ellis Ross. 
 
Former India Chief of Naval Staff Receives 
Prestigious Military Award 
 
The former India Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil 
Lanba was conferred Singapore’s prestigious military 
award, the Pingat Jasa Gemilang (Tentera) or 
Meritorious Service Medal MSM(M) by President 
Halimah Yacob. ADM(Ret) Lanba is the first military 
officer from India to receive the MSM(M). ADM(Ret) 
Lanba was conferred the award for his outstanding 
contributions in enhancing the strong and long-
standing bilateral defence relationship between the 
Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy. 
Under ADM(Ret) Lanba’s leadership, both navies 
concluded the Bilateral Agreement for Navy 
Cooperation in November 2017 and the Implementing 
Arrangement for Mutual Coordination, Logistics and 
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Services Support in June 2018, which established the 
framework for greater Navy-to-Navy interactions and 
expanded collaboration in areas of mutual interest 
such as submarine rescues, maritime-security 
information-sharing and logistics support.  
Singapore - 
 Capital: Singapore city 
 Currency: Singapore dollar 
 President: Halimah Yacob 
 
Indian Army Chief Manoj Pande conferred 
honorary rank of Nepal Army General 
 
Indian Army Chief General Manoj Pande was 
conferred with the honorary rank of General of Nepal 
Army by President of Nepal Bidhya Devi Bhandari. 
The ceremony was part of the unique tradition 
between the two Armies. General Pande is on a four-
day official visit to Nepal from 5th to 8th of this 
month. This is his first visit to Nepal as Chief of Army 
Staff. General Manoj Pande also handed over non-
lethal military aids including Artillery Equipment, 
Mine Protected Vehicles, Medical Stores and Horses 
to Nepal Army, with the aim to enhance the Military 
Cooperation between the two Armies. 
 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 2022: 3 Doctors, 1 
Environmentalist wins Asian Nobel Prize 
 
The Ramon Magsaysay Foundation announced the 
64th Edition of Ramon Magsaysay Award. The 
foundation named four people of which three are 
doctors and 1 an environmentalist and a documentary 
filmmaker, winners of the 2022 Ramon Magsaysay 
Award, which is commonly dubbed as the “Nobel 
Peace Prize of Asia”. The awards went to Sotheara 
Chhim (Cambodia), Bernadette Madrid (Philippines), 
Tadashi Hattori (Japan) and Gary Bencheghib 
(Indonesia). 
Winners: 

1. Sotheara Chhim, Psychiatrist (Cambodia) 
Sotheara Chhim is a 54-year-old Cambodian 
Psychiatrist, who is helping thousands of traumatised 
survivors of the Khmer Rouge’s brutal rule. As a 
child, he was forced to work in Khmer Rouge camps 
for over three years until 1979. After becoming a 
psychiatrist, he devoted his life to treating people, 
especially in rural communities. Currently, he is 
serving as the executive director of its Transcultural 
Psychosocial Organisation in 2002foundation. 

2. Tadashi Hattori, Ophthalmologist (Japan) 
Japanese OphthalmologistTadashi Hattori has been 
named a winner of the 64th Ramon Magsaysay Award 
due to his efforts in training local doctors and eye 
patients in Vietnam. During a visit to Vietnam’s 
capital Hanoi, he found an acute lack of eye 
specialists and Ophthalmologists in the island nation. 
This is what inspired him to not only work to help eye 
patients in the country but also to train other local 
doctors to provide treatment and support in Vietnam. 
As part of his efforts, Hattori has developed treatment 
facilities and organisedfun raisers while training 
experts and donating equipment to local hospitals. 
 

3. Bernadette Madrid, Pediatrician 
(Philippines) 

Philippines is a country that is plagued by a 
longstanding problem because of poverty, child labour 
and trafficking. Looking at the gravity of these 
challenges, PediatricianBernadette Madrid decided to 
take on these problems by providing treatment, raising 
awareness and engaging policy-makers and civic 
groups. As part of her efforts, she has managed the 
country’s 1st child protection centre at the Philippine 
General Hospital in Manila since 1997. The centre has 
been able to serve more than 27,000 children as of last 
year. 
 

4. Gary Bencheghib, Activist & Filmmaker 
(Indonesia) 

Gary Bencheghib is a French filmmaker and an 
activist who has been working for environmental 
protection. After relocating to Bali, Indonesia, Gary 
has made active efforts to strengthen the fight against 
plastic pollution. The Ecowarrior started a weekly 
beach cleanup movement with his siblings and 
friends, which soon transformed into a full-fledged 
project against marine plastic pollution. He along with 
his friends have been actively trying to save the 
Citarum River, one of the most polluted rivers in the 
world. He along with his brothers made kayaks made 
of plastic bottles and bamboo to collect trash. 
 
About Ramon Magsaysay Award - 
Established in 1957, the Ramon Magsaysay Award is 
regarded as Asia’s greatest honour and distinction. 
The prestigious awards are named after Ramon 
Magsaysay, the third president of the Philippines after 
his death 1957 plane crash. Ramon Magsaysay 
Awards were commissioned to honour “greatness of 
spirit in selfless service to the peoples of Asia.” Over 
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the years, the award has received the distinction of 
being dubbed the Asian Nobel Prize. 
 
President Droupadi Murmu confers National 
Awards to distinguished teachers on occasion of 
Teacher's day 
 
President Droupadi Murmu conferred the National 
Awards to 46 selected teachers on the occasion of 
Teachers' Day in New Delhi.  
Note: Teachers' Day is being celebrated throughout 
the country. The day is celebrated on the birth 
anniversary of educationist and former President Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 
 
67th Filmfare Awards 2022: Check the complete 
list of winners 
 
Talented Bollywood Star Ranveer Singh won the 
Filmfare Award 2022 best actor for his cricket drama 
‘83’ at the 67th Filmfare Awards in Mumbai. While 
Filmfare Award 2022 Best Actor (female) went to 
Kriti Sanon for her role in the movie ‘Mimi’. 67th 
Filmfare Awards 2022 were enlightening as well as 
credited for bringing some of the biggest industry 
stars together on one stage. Check Filmfare Awards 
2022 winners list below along with the category and 
the movies they have been awarded for. 
 
Popular awards 
 Best Film: Shershaah (Dharma Productions) 
 Best Director: Vishnuvardhan (Shershaah) 
 Best Actor: Ranveer Singh (83) as Kapil Dev 
 Best Actress: Kriti Sanon, Mimi as Mimi Rathore 
 Best Supporting Actor: Pankaj Tripathi (Mimi) 
 Best Supporting Actress: Sai Tamhankar (Mimi) 
 
Debut Awards 
 Best Male Debut: Ehan Bhat – 99 Songs as Jay 
 Best Female Debut: Sharvari Wagh – Bunty Aur 

Babli 2 as Sonia Rawat / Jasmine “Jazz” 
 Best Debut Director: Seema Pahwa – Ramprasad 

Ki Tehrvi 
 
Writing Awards 

 Best Story: Abhishek Kapoor, Supratik Sen and 
Tushar Paranjape (Chandigarh Kare Aashiqui) 

 Best Screenplay: Shubendu Bhattacharya and 
Ritesh Shah (Sardar Udham) 

 Best Dialogue: Dibakar Banerjee and Varun 
Grover (Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar) 

 
Music Awards 
 Best Music Director: Tanishk Bagchi, B Praak, 

Jaani, Jasleen Royal, Javed-Mohsin And Vikram 
Montrose (Shershaah) 

 Best Lyricist: Kausar Munir – “Lehra Do” (83) 
 Best Playback Singer (Male): B Praak – “Mann 

Bharrya” (Shershaah) 
 Best Playback Singer (Female): Asees Kaur – 

“Raataan Lambiya” (Shershaah) 
 
Critics’ Awards 
 Best Film (Best Director): Shoojit Sircar (Sardar 

Udham) 
 Best Actor: Vicky Kaushal – Sardar Udham as 

Udham Singh 
 Best Actress: Vidya Balan – Sherni as Vidya 

Vincent 
 Special Awards 
 Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award: Subhash 

Ghai 
 
Karnataka's Divita Rai crowned Miss Diva 
Universe 2022 winner 
 
23-year-old Divita Rai from Karnataka won the 
prestigious title of Miss Diva Universe 2022. She was 
crowned by the reigning Miss Universe 2021, Harnaaz 
Sandhu, at a lavish ceremony that celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of the coveted pageant. At the 71st Miss 
Universe pageant, Rai will be representing India, 
where Harnaaz Sandhu was crowned as the winner 
last year. Pragnya Ayyagari of Telangana was 
declared Miss Diva Supranational 2022. Born in 
Karnataka, Divita Rai has roots in several cities in 
India because of her father’s job. The 23-year-old is 
an architect and model by profession and has an 
interest in various activities like badminton, 
basketball, painting, listening to music and reading. 
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Chennai Open WTA 2022: Teen Linda 
Fruhvirtova Claims Maiden Title 
 
Czech Republic’s 17-year-old, Linda Fruhvirtova 
scripted a brilliant comeback to win the Chennai Open 
2022 WTA 250 tennis singles. The teenager beat 
Magda Linette of Poland, the third seed, in the final.  
At 17 years and 141 days old, she is the youngest 
titlist of the season on the WTA Tour so far. She is the 
youngest singles champion on tour since Coco Gauff 
won Parma last year at 17 years, 70 days old. In 
doubles, the top-seeded pair of Brazil’s Luisa Stefani 
and Canada’s Gabriela Dabrowski defeated Russian 
Tennis Federation’s Anna Blinkova and Georgia’s 
Natela Dzalamidze 6-2, 6-1 in the one-sided final. 
The Chennai Open WTA tournament: 
The Chennai Open was the first WTA tournament 
held in India in 14 years. Tennis legend Serena 
Williams won the Bangalore Open in 2008 beating 
former world No. 7 Patty Schnyder of Switzerland in 
the final while Athens 2004 Olympic gold medallist 
Sun Tiantian and Peng Shuai of China won the 
doubles title. 
 
Russia banned by UEFA from Euro 2024 
qualification draw 
 
Russia will not take part in the draw for qualifying for 
Euro 2024, UEFA and the country’s football 
federation confirmed. The Russian national team and 
Russian clubs were banned from international 
competitions earlier this year by UEFA following the 
invasion of Ukraine. Russia were also banned from 
the upcoming World Cup in Qatar by FIFA. The team 
had originally qualified for the European qualifying 
playoffs. The 2024 European Championship will be 
hosted by Germany, with the qualifying draw set for 
October 9 in Frankfurt. 
Union of European Football Associations (UEFA):  
 Formation: 15 June 1954 
 Headquarters: Nyon, Switzerland 
 Membership: 55 full member associations 
 President: Aleksander Čeferin 
 General secretary: Theodore Theodoridis 
 Parent organization: FIFA 
 

Bangladesh score a historic win to lift SAFF 
Women’s Championship 
 
Bangladesh won a historic victory at the SAFF 
Women’s Championship to lift the maiden title at the 
Dashrath Rangshala Stadium in Kathmandu. The 
Bangladesh team defeated hosts Nepal by 3-1 in the 
finals before a full stadium watching some brilliant 
football on display. Bangladesh skipper Sabina 
Khatun was the top scorer of the tournament with 8 
goals in 5 matches. She was also named as the Most 
Valuable Player of the tournament for her 
extraordinary game. The Bangladesh team won the 
fair play award also. Goalkeeper Rupna Chakma from 
Bangladesh was named the best goalkeeper. She 
conceded just one goal in the tournament. 
SAFF - 
 Headquarters: Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 Founded: 1997 
 President: Kazi Salahuddin 
 General Secretary: Anwarul Huq 
 Subsidiaries: All Nepal Football Association, etc. 
 Parent organization: Asian Football Confederation 
 
Mastercard replaces Paytm as BCCI's title sponsor 
for 2022-23 season 
 
Global payments giant Mastercard has replaced Paytm 
as the title sponsor of the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India. Mastercard has announced that it has 
acquired the BCCI's title sponsorship rights for all 
international (both women and men) and domestic 
matches for the 2022-23 season. Notably, Paytm held 
the rights for seven years as the title sponsor of BCCI. 
Mastercard:  
 Founded: 1978 (as MasterCard) 
 Headquarters: New York, U.S. 
 Area served: Worldwide (except Russia) 
 Non-Executive Chair: Merit Janow 
 President and CEO: Michael Miebach 
 
Sunil Chhetri-led Bengaluru beat Mumbai for 
first-ever Durand Cup title 
 
Sunil Chhetri-led Bengaluru FC beat Mumbai City FC 
2-1 in the final of the 131st edition of Durand Cup at 
the Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata. 

Sports 
 

Sports
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Goals from Siva Sakthi in the 10th minute and Alan 
Costa’s 61st-minute strike were enough to help 
Bengaluru lift the crown. Apuia got the lone goal for 
the Mumbai side in an entertaining match. Captain 
Sunil Chhetri also had a couple of golden 
opportunities to score, once in the 69th minute, when 
his left-footed strike missed the target and then again 
in the 87th when he was one-on-one with the keeper, 
but Lachenpa was up to it and brought off a great 
save. The Blues in the end had done enough for a 
seventh national title win. 
Background:  
The former Foreign Secretary of British India, 
Mortimer Durand founded the Durand Cup in 1888. 
The Durand Cup was initially played only by the 
Armed services but in later years, the game was 
officially made open for the Professional Football 
Clubs. The Durand Cup is annually organized by the 
Durand Cup Football Tournament in association with 
the All India Football Federation (AIFF). The winner 
of the tournament is facilitated with three trophies, the 
Durand Cup, the President’s Cup, and the Shimla 
Trophy. 
 
Indian javelin thrower Devendra Jhajharia 
clinches silver medal in World Para Athletics 
Grand Prix in Morocco 
 
Indian javelin thrower Devendra Jhajharia has 
clinched a silver medal in the World Para Athletics 
Grand Prix, in Morocco. Paralympics gold medalist 
Devendra threw the javelin to a distance of 60.97 
meter to capture the silver. Devendra is a three-time 
Paralympics medalist.  
 
World Wrestling Championship 2022: Bajrang 
Punia wins bronze 
 
Ace grappler Bajrang Punia became the only Indian to 
claim four medals at the World Wrestling 
Championships by winning bronze on September 18, 
2022. The wrestler captured bronze in the men’s 65 kg 
category. Bajrang Punia defeated Puerto Rico’s 
Sebastian C Rivera by 11-9. The Wrestler began his 
journey in 2013 and has also captured a bronze in 
2019. This is India’s second medal at the World 
Wrestling Championship 2022. Earlier Vinesh Phogat 
won a bronze medal in the women’s 53 kg category at 
Belgrade on September 14, 2022.  
 

Roger Federer announces retirement from 
professional tennis 
 
Roger Federer, one of the greatest tennis player of all 
time, has decided to bid farewell to professional tennis 
after the conclusion of the Laver Cup 2022 next week. 
Federer, a 20-time grand slam champion, declared on 
social media that his final week playing professionally 
will be the one in LAver Cup. The Laver Cup, a 
competition modelled after the Ryder Cup, was 
founded by Federer’s management company, Team8. 
Playing more than 1500 matches over 24 years the 
Marvel of Tennis exponent Federer said, Tennis has 
treated me more generously than I ever would have 
dreamt. 
 
Firouzja Wins Sinquefield Cup & The Grand 
Chess Tour 
 
Iranian-French chess grandmaster, Alireza Firouzja 
beat Ian Nepomniachtchi in play-offs to win the ninth 
edition of the Sinquefield Cup. Firouzja also grabbed 
an extra $100,000 for winning this year’s Grand Chess 
Tour. Wesley So and Maxime Vachier-Lagrave came 
in second and third place, respectively. The fifth leg of 
the Grand Chess Tour, the Sinquefield Cup was held 
in Saint Louis, Missouri, US. 
 
Robin Uthappa retires from all forms of Indian 
cricket 
 
Cricketer Robin Uthappa announced his retirement 
from all forms of Indian cricket. Uthappa was part of 
the country’s 2004 Under-19 World Cup team. He 
made his India debut two years later and featured in 
46 ODIs and 13 T20Is for India. He scored 934 and 
249 runs in ODIs and T20Is. He has 9446 first class 
and 6534 List A runs under his belt. Uthappa has won 
two IPL trophies — one for KKR and one for CSK in 
2014 and 2021 respectively. 
 
Vinesh Phogat wins bronze in World Wrestling 
Championships in Serbia 
 
Vinesh Phogat has become the first Indian woman 
wrestler to win two medals at the World 
Championships after clinching a bronze in 53 
kilogram category in Belgrade, Serbia. The 
Commonwealth Games 2022 gold medalist defeated 
reigning European champion Emma Malmgren of 
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Sweden. The 28-year-old defeated Sweden's Jonna 
Malmgren 8-0 to bag bronze in the 53-kg category at 
the 2022 World Wrestling Championships in 
Belgrade. Vinesh had made it to the bronze play-off 
through the repechage round after losing to Khulan 
Batkhuyag of Mongolia, in her first bout. This is her 
second bronze medal at the Championships. She had 
bagged her first World Championships medal, a 
bronze, in 2019 at Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. India's 
Under-23 bronze medalist Nisha Dahiya will also 
fight for bronze in the women's 68 kilogram category. 
 
India beat Nepal to clinch SAFF U-17 
Championship Title in Colombo 
 
In football, India clinched the SAFF under-17 
Championship title, defeating Nepal 4-0 in the final in 
Colombo. Boby Singh, Korou Singh, captain 
Vanlalpeka Guite, and Aman scored a goal each, to 
shape a resounding victory in India's favour. With this 
win, India retains the title. In the group league, Nepal 
defeated India 3-1. However, in the final, India 
produced a clinical performance, to lift the title for the 
fourth time. India captain Vanlalpeka Guite was 
named the Most Valuable Player of the Tournament, 
while goalkeeper Sahil won the Best Goalkeeper 
awards. 
South Asian Football Federation:  
 Formation: 1997 
 Headquarters: Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 Membership: 7 member associations ( 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka)  

 President: Kazi Salahuddin 
 General Secretary: Anwarul Huq 
 Parent organization: AFC 
 
Top 10 men's tennis players as latest rankings 
released 
 
US Open 2022 winner Carlos Alcaraz, aged 19, has 
become the youngest male tennis player to become 
world number one. US Open 2022 runner-up Casper 
Ruud has jumped to the second position, while Daniil 
Medvedev has slipped three spots to the fourth 
position. Rafael Nadal remains at the third position, 
while Novak Djokovic dropped one spot to be ranked 
7th. The Pepperstone ATP Rankings, the historical 
merit-based method to determine tournament entry 
and seeding based on men's tennis rankings. 

Rank Player name Country Points 
1. Alcaraz Carlos  Spain 6740 
2. Ruud Casper  Norway 5850 
3. Nadal Rafael  Spain 5810 
4. Medvedev Daniil  Russia 5065 
5. Zverev Alexander  Germany 5040 
6. Tsitsipas Stefanos  Greece  4810 
7. Djokovic Novak  Serbia 3570 
8. Norrie Cameron  Great Britain 3550 
9. Rublev Andrey  Russia 3390 
10. Hurkacz Hubert  Poland 3355 
 
 
Likith YP wins bronze medal at WorldSkills 
Competition 2022 
 
India’s Likith Yemmedoddi Prakash has won the 
bronze medal in Prototype Modelling at the ongoing 
WorldSkills Competition 2022 (WSC2022). He was 
part of a six-member competition involving 
contestants from India, Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, 
Chinese Taipei, and Thailand. WorldSkills 
Competition is an international competition of skilled 
youth between member countries of WorldSkills 
International. Prototype modelling, one of the many 
skill competitions, is about creating prototypes that 
allow engineers and designers to test, assess, and 
modify during the process of product development. 
WorldSkills - 
 WorldSkills organizes the world championships 

of vocational skills and is held every two years in 
different parts of the world.  

 Founder: Albert Vidal 
 Founded: 1946 
 CEO: David Hoey 
 Headquarters: Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
Australia captain Aaron Finch announces 
retirement from ODI cricket 
 
Aaron Finch, Australia’s captain announced his 
retirement from one-day international cricket after 
Australia’s third and final ODI against New Zealand. 
Finch will continue to be the captain of the Australian 
cricket team for T20 and will lead it in defense of its 
world title in the T20 World Cup which is going to be 
held in October and November in Australia. Finch is 
known as one of the most damaging opening batters in 
the world, Finch has scored 5,401 runs in the ODI 
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format with an average of close to 40, and 17 
centuries. 
 
ICC Player of Month: Tahlia McGrath, Sikandar 
Raza Take August Honours 
 
Australia's Tahlia McGrath and Zimbabwe's Sikandar 
Raza were voted as ICC Player of the Month for 
August following their outstanding international 
performances in their respective categories. Australia 
all-rounder Tahlia McGrath has been named as the 
ICC Women's Player of the Month for August for her 
performance during the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
in Birmingham. McGrath defeated compatriot Beth 
Mooney and India's top-order batter Jemimah 
Rodrigues to clinch the monthly award after helping 
her side Australia win the gold medal at the 
Commonwealth Games. 
 
Red Bull's Verstappen wins Italian GP, closes in on 
2nd world title 
 
Formula One championship leader Max Verstappen 
won the Italian Grand Prix to leave him within 
touching distance of a second successive title. 
Verstappen now has a 116-point lead over Charles 
Leclerc, who finished second from Ferrari on its home 
track. With just six races remaining, the Dutch driver 
could mathematically clinch the title in Singapore next 
month. It was the first time Verstappen has set foot on 
the iconic Monza podium, with his highest previous 
finish being fifth in 2018. Russell was third, ahead of 
Carlos Sainz Jr. and Lewis Hamilton, who had both 
fought through the field after starting at the back of 
the grid following penalties. 
 
Results of 2022 Italian GP- 
1 M. Verstappen Red Bull 
2 C. Leclerc Ferrari 
3 G. Russell Mercedes 
4 C. Sainz Jr. Ferrari 
5 L. Hamilton Mercedes 

 
Italian GP - 
 Number of times held: 92 
 First held: 1921 
 Most wins (drivers): Michael Schumacher & 

Lewis Hamilton (5) 
 Most wins (constructors): Ferrari (20) 
 

Sri Lanka defeat Pakistan to lift Asia Cup title in 
Dubai 
 
In Cricket, Sri Lanka defeated Pakistan by 23 runs to 
lift their 6th Asia Cup title at the Dubai International 
Stadium. Sri Lanka all-rounder Wanindu Hasaranga 
has been adjudged the Player of the Series while 
Bhanuka Rajapaksa has been named the Player of the 
Match for his batting performance in the final. India 
has won the greatest number of Asia Cups. India has 
won 7 matches out of 12 tournaments. 
 
2022 Asia Cup:  
 Administrator: Asian Cricket Council 
 Cricket format: Twenty20 International 
 Host: UAE 
 Champions: Sri Lanka (6th title) 
 Runners-up: Pakistan 
 Participants: 6 
 Player of the series: Wanindu Hasaranga (Sri 

Lanka) 
 Most runs: Mohammad Rizwan (281) (Pakistan) 
 Most wickets: Bhuvneshwar Kumar (11) (India) 
 
US Open: Carlos Alcaraz beats Casper Ruud to 
clinch his maiden Men's Singles title 
 
Spanish teenager Carlos Alcaraz beat Casper Ruud to 
win Men's Singles title at the US Open tennis in New 
York. Alcaraz defeated Ruud in a four-set thriller to 
clinch his maiden Grand Slam. The 19-year-old 
Alcaraz is the youngest men's Grand Slam champion 
since Rafael Nadal won the French Open in 2005. The 
US Open title win also sees him become the youngest 
world number 1. 
 
2022 US Open:  
 Edition: 142nd 
 Prize money: $60,102,000 
 Location: New York City, New York, United 

States 
 
Champions:  
 Men's singles: Carlos Alcaraz (Spain) 
 Women's singles: Iga Świątek (Poland) 
 Men's doubles: Rajeev Ram (United States) / Joe 

Salisbury (United Kingdom) 
 Women's doubles: Barbora Krejčiková (Czech 

Republic) / Kateřina Siniaková (Czech Republic) 
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Neeraj Chopra wins Gold Medal at Diamond 
League Finals in Zurich 
 
Neeraj won the prestigious Diamond League Finals in 
Zurich by securing Gold Medal with a throw of 88.44 
metres. With his latest achievement, he also became 
the 1st Indian ever to win the championship. Neeraj’s 
best throw of 88.44 metres was closely followed by 
Olympic silver medallist Jakub Vadlejch of the Czech 
Republic. Vadlejch finished second with a throw of 
86.94m in his fourth attempt. Along similar lines, 
Germany’s Julian Weber bagged the third spot with a 
best of 83.73m. India’s ace javelin thrower was 
presented with a Diamond Trophy along with USD 
30,000 prize money. His victory also earned him a 
wildcard entry at the 2023 World Athletics 
Championships in Budapest, Hungary. 
 
Anishka Biyani wins gold medal in Malaysia Chess 
Championship 
 
Six-year-old Anishka Biyani has won the gold medal 
in the Malaysian Age Group Rapid Chess 
Championship at Kuala Lumpur. Anishka, a first-
grade student of Dhirubhai Ambani School, achieved 
the feat in the Under-6 Open category with an 
impressive score of four points out of a possible six to 
clinch the title in the girl’s category. Earlier this year, 
Anishka also qualified as one of the best under-7 
players in the All India FIDE rating chess tournament 
held in Yousufguda, Hyderabad. In July 2022, 
Anishka also qualified as one of the best under-7 
players in the All India FIDE rating chess tournament 
held in Hyderabad. Anishka is currently preparing for 
the Singapore Open National Age Group 
Championship that is scheduled to be held later this 
year. 
 
Suresh Raina retires from Indian Premier League 
 
Former India batter Suresh Raina announced his 
retirement from the Indian Premier League in the next 
few days. Raina, who last turned out for Chennai 
Super Kings in 2021 after skipper 2020 edition in the 
UAE. 
 
Max Verstappen won Belgian GP 
 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen extended his lead in the 
Formula One world championship with a crushing 

victory in the Belgian Grand Prix. Verstappen started 
14th on the grid but scorched through the field to 
cruise to victory ahead of team-mate Sergio Perez 
with Ferrari's Carlos Sainz, who started on pole, in 
third. Charles Leclerc, Verstappen's nearest challenger 
in the title race, struggled in the other Ferrari to find 
his groove after starting 15th. A late battle with 
Alpine's Fernando Alonso saw Leclerc overtake the 
two-time world champion to snatch fifth, behind the 
Mercedes of George Russell. Seven-time world 
champion Lewis Hamilton retired on the opening lap 
after his Mercedes collided with Alonso's car. 
Verstappen has now won nine of this season's 14 races 
and sits 92 points ahead of Perez who has taken over 
second spot from Leclerc, who is a further three points 
behind. 
Results 
1st Max Verstappen Red Bull 
2nd Sergio Pérez Red Bull 
3rd Carlos SainzJr. Ferrari 

 
 
Indian judoka Linthoi Chanambam creates 
history; Wins Gold medal at World Cadet Judo 
Championships in Sarajevo 
 
Indian judoka Linthoi Chanambam made history as 
she won the gold medal at the world cadet judo 
championships 2022 in the women’s -57kg category 
in Sarajevo, Bosnia, and Herzegovina. The teenager 
from Manipur is the first Indian to win gold in the 
world judo championships in any category. The 16-
year-old Linthoi Chanambam beat Brazilian Bianca 
Reis, the Pan-American junior champion, in the final 
by Waza-ari. Linthoi Chanambam won the National 
Championships in Chandigarh in November last year 
and also struck gold in the 63kg at the Asian Cadet 
and Junior Championships in Bangkok, Thailand last 
month. She also won the silver medal at the 2021 
Asia-Oceania Junior Championships and bronze at the 
2021 Asia-Oceania Cadet Championships. 
 
Viktor Axelsen, Akane Yamaguchi clinch BWF 
World Championships singles title 
 
World number one shuttler Viktor Axelsen clinched 
his second BWF World Championships title after 
beating Thailand's Kunlavut Vitidsarn in Tokyo. In 
the men's singles final, reigning Olympic champion 
Axelsen prevailed over world number 17 Vitidsarn.  
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Denmark's Axelsen has lost only one singles match 
this season. The women's singles title has been 
retained by Japan's reigning champion Akane 
Yamaguchi. Top-seeded Yamaguchi defeated China's 
Olympic champion Chen Yufei in the final. This win 
gave Yamaguchi her second title of the year, after 
lifting the trophy at the All England Open in March. 
2022 BWF World Championships:  
 Edition: 27th 
 Host nation: Tokyo, Japan 
 Men's singles: Viktor Axelsen, Denmark  
 Women's singles: Akane Yamaguchi, Japan  
 Men's doubles: Aaron Chia (Malaysia), Soh Wooi 

Yik (Malaysia)  
 Women's doubles: Chen Qingchen (China), Jia 

Yifan (China) 
 Mixed doubles: Zheng Siwei (China), Huang 

Yaqiong (China) 
 
FIFA Council remove ban on Indian football 
 
A ban from the apex body of world football, FIFA 
was imposed on India on the 15th of August, 2022. 
This mainly happened due to third-party interference 
in the daily affairs of the AIFF. Also, as per FIFA 
statutes the presence of eminent footballers in the 
committee is not permitted unless they are co-opted. 
The Bureau of the FIFA Council has decided to lift 
the suspension that was imposed on the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) due to undue third-party 
influence. The decision was taken after FIFA received 
confirmation that the mandate of the committee of 
administrators that was set up to assume the powers of 
the AIFF Executive Committee had been terminated 
and that the AIFF administration had regained full 
control of the AIFF’s daily affairs. FIFA and the AFC 
will continue to monitor the situation and will support 
the AIFF in organising its elections in a timely 
manner. As a consequence, the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup 2022™ scheduled to take place on 11-30 
October 2022 will be held in India as planned. 
 
Neeraj Chopra wins Lausanne Diamond League 
with 89.08m throw 
 
Neeraj Chopra finished first at the Lausanne Diamond 
League, becoming the first Indian to clinch the top 
spot in a Diamond League meet, after registering an 
89.08m throw in his first attempt. The Olympic gold 
medallist couldn't better his throw in the second 

attempt, registering a distance of 85.18m. Chopra, 
who skipped his third throw, had made a foul throw in 
his fourth attempt. He threw 80.04m in his final 
attempt. In the Stockholm Diamond League earlier 
this year, Chopra had thrown a personal best of 
89.94m and had finished second. With his 
performance, he has now qualified for the Diamond 
League final on September 7-8 in Zurich, Switzerland, 
as well as the the 2023 World Championships, which 
has a qualification mark of 85.20m. Notably, only the 
top six with most points at the end of Diamond 
League qualify for the final. 
 
James Anderson becomes most successful pacer in 
international cricket, bags 950 wickets 
 
England’s James Anderson has become the first-ever 
fast bowler to complete 950 wickets in international 
cricket. He broke the record of Australia’s Glenn 
McGrath (949 wickets). The most successful bowlers 
in international cricket are Sri Lankan spin wizard, 
Muttiah Muralitharan (1,347 wickets), late Aussie 
spin great Shane Warne (1,001 wickets) and Indian 
spin great Anil Kumble (956 wickets). Anderson, who 
marked his international debut in 2003, now has 951 
wickets across formats at an average of 27.18. As 
many as 664 of these wickets have come in Test 
cricket, the only format Anderson has featured in 
since 2015. He is the only pacer to have taken over 
600 Test wickets. Besides, Anderson owns 269 ODI 
wickets, most for England in the format. 
 
 
Chirag Shetty, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy make 
history  
 
In the BWF World Championships 2022, Indian pair 
of Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy made 
history as they secured India's first men's doubles 
medal in the history of the BWF World 
Championships 2022 after defeating world number 2 - 
Takuro Hoki & Yugo Kobayashi of Japan to storm 
into the seml -finals. In the men's single, Indian 
shuttler HS Prannoy's dream ended after losing the 
hard-fought quarter-final to China's Jun Peng Zhao in 
Tokyo. Prannoy crashed out of the tournament after 
losing to Zhao. Meanwhile, in Men's double's Arjun 
and Dhruv Kapila lost to Indonesian's Hendra 
Setiawan and Mohammad Ahsan. 
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Railways gets real-time train tracking system built 
with ISRO help 
 
Indian Railways said it is installing a Real-Time Train 
Information System (RTIS) on locomotives to track 
their movement. The system, built in collaboration 
with the ISRO, is capable of providing "mid-section 
updates with a periodicity of 30 seconds", and 
tracking location and speed of trains without any 
manual intervention. RTIS devices have been installed 
for 2700 locomotives in 21 electric loco sheds. As part 
of Phase-II roll out, 6000 more locomotives across 50 
loco sheds shall be covered by utilizing ISRO's 
Satcom hub. Meanwhile, the newly launched Chatbot 
of Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
Limited (IRCTC) is getting remarkable response from 
the train passengers during the beta launch as over 1 
billion people have used it. The new avatar of 
IRCTC's Chatbot AskDISHA 2.0, aims to help users 
get authentic, correct and instant answers to their 
queries. It will not just save time and enhance the user 
experience, but will also help them in doing end-to-
end real time transactions. 
 
Hindustan Shipyard Limited launched two diving 
support vessels 
 
The Hindustan Shipyard Limited(HSL) launched two 
diving support vessels on September 22, 2022, in 
Vishakhapatnam. The two diving support vessels are 
named Nistar and Nipun. The launch of these DSVs 
comes just after the Navy had commissioned the first 
Indigenous Aircraft Carrier INS Vikrant at Kochi. The 
vessels were launched by Kala Hari Kumar, President 
of the Navy Welfare and Wellness 
Association(NWWA), who performed the traditional 
honour. Admiral R Hari Kumar, Chief of the Naval 
Staff, was the chief guest at the launching ceremony.  
 
ISRO successfully tests hybrid motor to strengthen 
new propulsion system for rockets 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
successfully tested a hybrid motor. The test aims to 
discover a new propulsion system for the upcoming 
launch vehicles. The 30kN hybrid motor tested at 
IPRC is scalable and stackable. The test was 

conducted at ISRO Propulsion Complex(IPRC) at 
Mahendragiri on September 20, 2022, in Tamil Nadu 
supported by Liquid Propulsion Systems 
Centre(LPSC). The motor used liquid oxygen (LOX) 
as the oxidizer and Hydroxyl-terminated 
polybutadiene (HTPB) as fuel.  
Key Points:  
 Using liquids helps throttling and the control over 

the flow rate of LOX enables the re-start 
capability.  

 Although both HTPB and LOX are green, LOX is 
safer to handle.  

 Unlike solid-solid or liquid-liquid combinations, a 
hybrid motor utilizes solid fuel and liquid 
oxidizer. 

 
MDL launches 3rd Stealth Frigate of Project 17A 
‘Taragiri’ 
 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) launched the 
third Stealth Frigate of Project 17A ‘Taragiri’. The 
vessel has an approximate launch weight of 3510 
Tons. The ship is designed by the Indian Navy’s in-
house design organisation viz. Bureau of Naval 
Design. The 149.02 M long & 17.8 M wide ship, is 
propelled by a CODOG combination of two Gas 
Turbines and 02 Main Diesel Engines which are 
designed to achieve a speed of over 28 knots at a 
displacement of approx. 6670 Tons. This ship has 
been built using Integrated construction methodology 
which involves hull blocks construction in different 
geographical locations and integration/erection on 
Slipway at MDL. The keel of Taragiri was laid on the 
10th of September 2020 and the ship is expected to be 
delivered by August 2025. The indigenously designed 
‘Taragiri’ will have state-of-the-art weapons, sensors, 
an advanced action information system, an integrated 
platform management system, world-class modular 
living spaces, sophisticated power distribution system 
and a host of other advanced features. It will be fitted 
with supersonic surface-to-surface missile system. 
The ship’s air defence capability, designed to counter 
the threat of enemy aircraft and anti-ship cruise 
missiles will revolve around the vertical launch and 
long range surface to air missile system. Two 30 mm 
rapid-fire guns will provide the ship with close-in-

Science & Technology 
 

Science & Technology
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defence capability while an SRGM Gun will enable 
her to provide effective naval gunfire support. 
 
Indian Army installs satellite-based internet at 
Siachen- world’s largest battlefield 
 
he Indian Army activated satellite broadband-based 
internet service on the Siachen Glacier, the world’s 
highest battlefield. The feat was installed by the 
Indian Army’s XIV Corps or Fire and Fury Corps’ 
Siachen Signallers. The fire and fury cops looked over 
the military deployment along with Kargil-Leh and 
protects the frontiers with China and Pakistan, and 
guards the Siachen Glacier.  
Key details:  
 Fire and Fury Corps or XIV Corps is part of the 

Indian Army’s Northern Command. 
 The cops are responsible for looking after some 

of the most delicate areas including the Siachen 
region.  

 Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL), a 
Government of India undertaking, has provided 
satellite internet service on the Siachen Glacier 
frontier.  

 The organization is also responsible for the 
BharatNet Project under which 2.5 lakh gram 
panchayats across India are to be supplied with 
broadband connectivity.  

 
India’s first Lithium Cell Manufacturing Plant 
 
Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar, the Minister of State for 
Electronics and Information Technology, will launch 
the pre-production run of India’s first lithium cell 
manufacturing facility at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, on 
September 16, 2022. This state-of-the-art facility has 
been set up with an outlay of Rs. 165 crores by 
Chennai-based Munoth Industries Limited. The 
facility is located in one of the two Electronics 
Manufacturing Clusters set up by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in 2015. 
What are lithium cells and their uses:  
Many products such as electronics, wireless 
headphones, toys, small and large appliances, electric 
vehicles, handheld power tools, and electrical energy 
storage systems use Lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries. 
The cells can cause harm to human health or the 
environment if they are not properly managed at the 
end of their useful life.  
 

Tejas 2.0: Cabinet Committee on Security 
approves Tejas Mark-2 Project, sanctions Rs 6500 
crore 
 
Taking the Make in India movement ahead, Central 
Government approved the development of an 
indigenous fighter jet in the form of Tejas 2.0. PM 
Modi-led Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) 
approved Tejas Mark-2 Project. The Committee 
sanctioned Rs 6500 crore for design and development 
of theTejas Mark-2 fighter jet with prototypes, flight 
testing and certification.. The allocation comes in 
addition to the existing Rs 2500 crore sanctioned to 
HAL. Tejas 2.0 will be a more capable version of the 
indigenous Tejas light combat aircraft (LCA). After 
the completion of the Tejas Mark-2, the CCS also 
plans to sanction the development of another mega 
project for an ambitious fifth-generation stealth 
fighter. 
TejasMark-2:  
The advanced version of Tejas LCA will feature a 
series of additions to its flight and fight capabilities. 
Tejas 2.0 will be equipped with more powerful GE-
414engines in the 98 Kilonewton thrust class, which 
will allow it to extend its flight range and carry 
additional payload and weapons as compared to the 
existing version. The payload capacity of the Tejas 
Mark-2 jet will be 4 tonnes as compared to 3 tonnes of 
the existing version. In addition to this, the new jet 
will also be equipped with an indigenously developed 
Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar, 
which will be a major upgrade from the existing 
ELTA EL/M-2032 multi-mode radar. 
 
Hughes, ISRO launch satellite internet service in 
India 
 
Satellite internet provider Hughes Communications 
India announced the commercial launch of India's first 
high-throughput satellite (HTS) broadband service 
powered by the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), as the Elon Musk-run SpaceX abandoned its 
affordable internet project Starlink in the country. The 
service aims to deliver high-speed broadband across 
the country, including in the most remote areas 
beyond the reach of terrestrial networks, thus 
connecting enterprise and government networks. In 
use on more than 75 satellites, the Hughes JUPITER 
System is the de facto standard for both high-
throughput and conventional satellite implementations 
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worldwide. This new broadband service will support 
the high-bandwidth requirements of government 
organisations, financial companies, cellular operators, 
mining and energy companies, among other 
businesses, large and small, helping to connect India 
to a limitless future. 
 
NASA selects Axiom Space to make spacesuit for 
2025 Moon walk 
 
NASA has selected Houston company Axiom Space 
to build the moon spacesuits for Artemis 3, a mission 
that aims to land astronauts near the lunar south pole 
in 2025 or 2026. Artemis 3 will achieve the first 
crewed landing on the moon since the final Apollo 
flight in 1972, if all goes according to plan. And 
NASA intends to keep going back with its Artemis 
program, setting up a crewed outpost on Earth's 
nearest neighbor by the end of the 2020s. Earlier, 
NASA announced that it had selected Axiom and a 
team led by Collins Aerospace to develop and build 
spacesuits for future missions to the moon and the 
International Space Station. The two private teams 
earned the right to compete for a total of up to $3.5 
billion through 2034. The newly announced Artemis 3 
award is one such order, and it has a base value of 
$228.5 million.  
Note: NASA has not yet launched any Artemis 
missions, but that should change soon. The agency is 
gearing up for the next launch attempt of Artemis 1, 
which will send the agency's Orion capsule on an 
uncrewed trip to lunar orbit and back. 
Artemis Programme - 
The Artemis program is a robotic and human Moon 
exploration program led by NASA with three partner 
agencies: European Space Agency (ESA), Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), and 
Canadian Space Agency (CSA). If successful, the 
Artemis program will reestablish a human presence on 
the Moon for the first time since the Apollo 17 
mission in 1972. 
 
India’s 1st needle-free intranasal COVID-19 
vaccine get emergency use approval from DCGI 
 
Bharat Biotech has received emergency use 
authorization for India’s 1st needle-free intranasal 
COVID-19 vaccine. DCGI granting approval for the 
first intranasal vaccine comes as a major milestone in 
India’s fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. As of 

now, the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) 
has approved the intranasal vaccine for restricted 
emergency use in those aged above 18 years. The 
intranasal vaccine developed by India’s Pharma Major 
Bharat Biotech has been named ChAd36-SARS-CoV-
S COVID-19 (Chimpanzee Adenovirus Vectored) 
recombinant nasal vaccine. 
 
SpaceX launches 51 Starlink satellites in its 40th 
mission of 2022 
 
SpaceX has successfully deployed 51 more Starlink 
satellites in space, completing its 40th mission so far 
this year. The Falcon 9 rocket launched 51 Starlink 
satellites and Spaceflight's Sherpa-LTC to orbit from 
Space Launch Complex 40 (SLC-40) at Cape 
Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida, the US. The 
Sherpa-LTC orbital transfer vehicle (OTV) carries a 
Spaceflight's customer payload ( part of Boeing's 
Varuna Technology Demonstration Mission) that aims 
to test V-band communications for a future 
constellation of 147 non-geostationary broadband 
satellites. SpaceX's Falcon 9 will drop off Sherpa-
LTC at a 310-kilometer altitude above Earth. Then, 
the Sherpa-LTC will use its onboard high-thrust 
propulsion system to maneuver to its designated 
1,000-kilometer circular orbit where it will be tested 
for 2 years. 
SpaceX - 
 Founder: Elon Musk 
 Headquarters: California, United States 
 Founded: 14 March 2002 
 Subsidiary: Swarm Technologies 
 Type of business: Privately held company 
 
ISRO successfully test Inflatable Aerodynamic 
Decelerator to land missions on Mars or Venus 
 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
successfully demonstrated a new technology with 
Inflatable Aerodynamic Decelerator (IAD). Designed 
and developed by ISRO's Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre (VSSC), IAD is a game-changer with multiple 
applications for future missions including to Mars and 
Venus. The IAD was successfully test flown in a 
'Rohini' sounding rocket from Thumba Equatorial 
Rocket Launching Station. Rohini sounding rockets 
are routinely used for flight demonstration of new 
technologies being developed by ISRO as well as by 
scientists from India and abroad. The IAD was 
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initially folded and kept inside the payload bay of the 
rocket. At around 84 km altitude, the IAD was inflated 
and it descended through the atmosphere with the 
payload part of a sounding rocket. The IAD has 
systematically reduced the velocity of the payload 
through aerodynamic drag and followed the predicted 
trajectory. ISRO Chairman S Somanath said, this 
demonstration opens a gateway for cost-effective 
spent stage recovery using the Inflatable 
Aerodynamics Decelerator technology and this IAD 
technology can also be used in ISRO's future missions 
to Venus and Mars.

Reliance Industries to Build India’s First and 
World’s Largest Carbon Fibre Plant

Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani in 45th 
AGM announced the company’s plan to build India’s 
1st and World’s Largest Carbon Fibre Plant at Hazira, 
Gujarat. The plant will be developed as part of the 
company’s Oil to Chemical segment (O2C) in which 
RIL has committed an investment of Rs 75,000 crore 
in the next five years. The development of India’s 
First Carbon Plant from the Industry Giant comes as 
part of their vision for new materials. Carbon Fibre is 
a new-age material which has found multiple uses in 

industry and automotive sector. It is a lightweight but 
strong material with high conductivity and has been 
growing in demand as a substitute for steel in 
theautomobile, construction and military sectors.
As part of the O2C segment, Reliance Industries has 
three key components i.e., the Polyester value chain 
and Vinyl chain which are existing and will be joined 
by the New Materials Chain launching soon.

India’s 1st Indigenous Vaccine against Cervical 
Cancer to be launched on 1st Sept

Serum Institute of India (SII) and the Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) will launch India’s 1st 
Indigenously developed Vaccine against Cervical 
Cancer on 1st Sept 2022. The vaccine is formally 
named Quadrivalent Human Papillomavirus vaccine 
(qHPV) has been developed indigenously by SII and 
was granted clearance by the Drugs Controller 
General of India in July. The launch of a home-grown 
vaccine for Cervical Cancer comes at a pivotal 
junction in India’s fight against the disease. As per the 
data shared by World Health Organization (WHO), 
India accounts for more than a fifth of Cervical
Cancer patients in the world.
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Booker Prize-winning author Hilary Mantel dies 
aged 70 

 
 
Booker Prize-winning author Hilary Mantel has died. 
Mantel was 70. Mantel had been awarded the Booker 
Prize on two occasions, first in 2009 for "Wolf Hall" 
and again in 2012 for its sequel "Bring Up The 
Bodies".The Wolf Hall saga has sold more than five 
million copies worldwide and has been translated into 
more than 40 languages. Its TV adaptation became a 
hit West End show and won a Golden Globe. Hilary 
was the first woman to receive the Booker Prize twice. 
She published her first novel, Every Day is Mother’s 
Day, in the year 1985. She wrote 17 books which 
gathered much admiration from her readers. Her 
famous novels include Vacant Possession, Learning to 
talk, Fludd, and one of her most celebrated and award-
winning series, the Wolf Hall Trilogy. The Wolf Hall 
was historical fiction about the rise and fall of Hilary 
was made a Dame for her services to literature in 2014 
and was awarded a Commander of the order of the 
British Empire in 2006. 
 
Valery Polyakov, soviet cosmonaut died 

 
 
Valery Polyakov, the Soviet cosmonaut who set the 
record for the longest single stay in space, died at the 
age of 80. On January 8, 1994, Polyakov’s record of 
437 days in space began, when he and two others 

blasted off on a two-day flight to the Soviet space 
station Mir. He spent a record 437 consecutive days 
aboard the Mir space station from January 1994 to 
March 1995. Before returning Polyakav orbited the 
Earth over 7,000 times. Earlier, in 1988-89, Polyakov 
spent 288 days in space on a mission. He spent a total 
of 678 days, 16 hours, and 32 minutes in orbit as part 
of different missions. Valery Polyakov was born in the 
Soviet industrial heartland of Tula on April 24, 1942. 
He is the record holder for the longest single stay in 
space, for more than 14 months. Polyakov, in 1988, 
made his first flight into space aboard Soyuz TM-6. 
He was selected as a Cosmonaut in Medical Group 3 
on March 22, 1972. Polyakov has been awarded the 
Hero of Russia title along with several other awards 
for his service to Russian space programs.  
 
Comedian Raju Srivastava passes away at 58 

 
 
Comedian Raju Srivastava has passed away in Delhi 
at the age of 58. He had suffered a heart attack while 
exercising on August 10. As per a report Raju was still 
conscious and with normal body movements. The 
comedian was earlier registering Spo2 levels of 80 per 
cent to 90 per cent without oxygen support. Srivastava 
appeared in Hindi films such as “Maine Pyar Kiya”, 
“Baazigar”, “Bombay to Goa” (remake) and 
“Aamdani Atthani Kharcha Rupaiya”. He was one of 
the contestants on “Bigg Boss” season three. He was 
the chairman of the Uttar Pradesh Film Development 
Council. Srivastava, who has been in the 
entertainment industry since the 1980s, shot to fame 
after participating in the first season of the reality 
stand-up comedy show The Great Indian Laughter 
Challenge in 2005. 
 
 

Obituary 
 

Obituary
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Former ICC elite umpire Asad Rauf passes away 
aged 66 in Lahore 

 
 
Former ICC elite umpire Asad Rauf passed away aged 
66 in Pakistan's Lahore. Rauf had quit umpiring in 
2013. Rauf, officiated in 64 Tests (49 as on-field 
umpire and 15 as TV umpire), 139 ODIs and 28 
T20Is. Rauf was one of the most prominent umpires in 
the mid-2000s as he marked his presence in numerous 
important encounters. Owing to his accurate decision 
making and preciseness, he was elevated to the ICC's 
elite panel in 2006. A year before, Rauf had officiated 
in his first Test match. 
 
Former Kerala minister & Janata Dal leader NM 
Joseph dies aged 79 

 
 
Former Kerala Forest Minister NM Joseph passed 
away at the age of 79. Joseph was the Forest minister 
during 1987 to 1991 in the second E K Nayanar 
ministry. He was also a professor of economics at the 
Pala St Thomas college. Joseph was the state president 
of Janata Dal and had also served as its national vice-
president. 
 
Justice KN Singh, CJI with the shortest tenure, 
passes away 
 
Former Chief Justice of India Kamal Narain Singh 
passed away, at the age of 95. Justice Narain had a 
tenure of only 17 days as the CJI, making him the 
chief justice with the shortest tenure. He was the 22nd 

Chief Justice of India, with a term from November 25, 
1991, to December 12, 1991. Born on December 13, 
1926, his career as a judge started with his 
appointment as an Additional Judge of the Allahabad 
High Court in 1970. He then became a Permanent 
Judge in August 1972. He got elevated as a Supreme 
Court judge in 1986 and, after almost five years, 
became the CJI. He also served as Chairman of the 
13th Law Commission of India from 1991-1994. Late 
Justice Narain was part of several important 
judgments, including the Ganga Pollution case, the 
case challenging the validity of a death sentence, etc. 

 
 
Queen Elizabeth II Passes Away at the age of 96 

 
 
Queen Elizabeth II, World’s Oldest Monarch and the 
Longest Reigning Monarch of Britain, passed away at 
the age of 96. With her passing, Prince Charles of 
Wales, the eldest of the four royal children, will take 
over as the King of England with immediate effect. 
Formally known as Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, her 
reign lasted for 70 years and seven months, one of the 
longest reigning monarchs of Britain and in the world.  
Apart from Britain, Queen Elizabeth remained the 
sovereign monarch of over 15 countries or realms. 
These include the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda, 
the Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St 
Vincent and the Grenadines, and Tuvalu. 
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Bhojpuri folk dance exponent Ramchandra 
Manjhi dies 

 
 
Padma Shri awardee Ramchandra Manjhi, whose 
performance in Bhojpuri folk dance ‘Naach’ for eight 
decades has helped the preservation of the ailing art 
form died after a prolonged illness. Manjhi, who was 
97, left behind four sons and two daughters. Manjhi 
was a famous performer of ‘Launda Naach’, a sub-set 
of ‘Naach’, in which men crossdress as women. He 
was one of the members of the original troupe of 
Bhikhari Thakur, known as Shakespeare of Bhojpuri 
language. 
 
Former Tata Sons Chairman Cyrus Mistry passes 
away 

 
 
Former chairman of Tata Sons, Cyrus Mistry has died 
in a road accident while en route from Ahmedabad to 
Mumbai. Cyrus Pallonji Mistry was an Indian-born 
Irish businessman. Mistry, who was the sixth 
chairman of Tata Sons, was ousted from the position 
in October 2016. He had taken over as the chairman in 
December 2012 after Ratan Tata announced his 
retirement. N Chandrasekaran later took over as 
Executive Chairman of Tata Sons. The Supreme Court 
in May had dismissed a plea of the Sapoorji Pallonji 
(SP) group seeking a review of the 2021 verdict which 
had upheld the Tata group’s decision to remove Cyrus 
Mistry as the executive chairman of the Tata Sons. 
Tata Sons - 
 Founded: 1868 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 

 Subsidiaries: Tata Group, Tata Consultancy 
Services, Vistara, etc. 

 Founders: Tata Group, Jamsetji Tata 
 Chairman: N Chandrasekaran  
 
Oscar-winning Pixar animator Ralph Eggleston 
passes away 

 
 
Ralph Eggleston, a longtime Pixar animator, passes 
away at 56. Eggleston was first hired at Pixar in 1992 
during the production of Toy Story, the studio’s first 
computer-animated feature. Eggleston worked as an 
art director on the film, which was met with universal 
acclaim. In his 30-year tenure at Pixar, he worked as 
an art director for The Incredibles, A Bug’s Life, Toy 
Story, and Cars. Eggleston also worked in character 
and production design for Ratatouille, WALL-E, Up, 
and more. An indispensable part of the Pixar team, he 
was known affectionately by his colleagues as 
“Eggman.” In addition to his feature film work, 
Eggleston wrote and directed the Pixar short film For 
the Birds, which screened ahead of Monsters, Inc. in 
theaters back in 2001. The project captivated 
audiences with its humor and heart. For the Birds won 
the Academy Award for best animated short in 2002. 
Eggleston was the recipient of several other awards 
honoring his work over the course of his career. He 
won three Annie Awards for WALL-E, Toy Story, 
and Inside Out. In 2019, he won a Winsor McKay 
Award for his lifetime career achievements. 
 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the final leader of the Soviet 
Union has died  
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Mikhail Gorbachev, who ended the Cold War without 
bloodshed but failed to prevent the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, died at the age of 91. Gorbachev, the 
last Soviet president, forged arms reduction deals with 
the United States and partnerships with Western 
powers to remove the Iron Curtain that had divided 
Europe since World War Two and bring about the 
reunification of Germany. After decades of Cold War 
tension and confrontation, Gorbachev brought the 
Soviet Union closer to the West than at any point 
since World War Two. But he saw that legacy 
wrecked in the final months of his life, as Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine brought Western sanctions 
crashing down on Moscow, and politicians in both 
Russia and the West began to speak openly of a new 
Cold War. Gorbachev won the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1990. 
 
Eminent economist Abhijit Sen passes away 

 
 
Economist Abhijit Sen, a former Planning 
Commission member and one of the country's 
foremost experts on rural economy, died. He was 72. 
In a career spanning more than four decades, Abhijit 
Sen taught economics at New Delhi's Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, and held several important 

government positions including the chair of the 
Commission of Agricultural Cost and Prices. He was a 
member of Planning Commission from 2004 to 2014, 
when Manmohan Singh was the prime minister. In 
2010, he was awarded the Padma Bhushan for public 
service. When the NDA came to power in 2014, it 
appointed Sen to head a high level task force to frame 
a long term grain policy.  
 
Tamil film director Mani Nagaraj dies at 45; 
known for film ‘Pencil’ 

 
 
Renowned Tamil filmmaker Mani Nagaraj passed 
away on August 26. According to reports, Nagaraj 
suffered a cardiac arrest on Thursday and took his last 
breath. Mani Nagaraj was waiting for the release of 
his upcoming movie, 'Vasuvin Garbinigal'. The movie 
was produced by Xavier Britto. 'Vasuvin Garbinigal' 
is the official Tamil remake of the famous Malayalam 
movie 'Zachariayude Garbhinikal'. Nagaraj made his 
debut as the director in 2016. His first movie was GV 
Prakash's 'Pencil'. Before making his directing debut, 
Nagaraj was an associate of Gautham Vasudev 
Menon. 
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India's first MotoGP to be held in Noida's Buddh 
circuit in 2023 
 
Moto GP, the premier motorcycle racing event, will 
be held for the first time in India at Buddh 
International Circuit in Greater Noida next year. 
MotoGP commercial rights owner Dorna and Noida-
based race promoters Fairstreet Sports signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to host the 
premier two-wheel racing event in India for the next 
seven years. Riders from as many as 19 countries will 
participate in the event, which will give a push to 
trade and tourism in the country, besides generating 
employment. 
 
INS Ajay Decommissioned after 32 Years of 
Illustrious Service 
 
Indian Naval Ship Ajay (P34) was decommissioned 
after 32 years of illustrious and distinguished services 
to the nation. The decommissioning ceremony was 
held at Mumbai’s Naval Dockyard. 
The Glorious INS Ajay: 
INS Ajay was an Abhay class anti-submarine warfare 
corvette of Western Naval Command. The ship was 
commissioned on January 24, 1990, in the then 
USSR’s Poti port, Georgia. The ship, during its 
service period, was part of the 23rd Patrol Vessel 
Squadron under the Flag Officer Commanding, 
Maharashtra Naval Area. In the 32 years of the 
glorious service, the ship was posted on various 
critical deployments including Operation Talwar 
during the Kargil War in 1999 and Operation 
Parakram in 2001. 
 
Kineco bags Rs 113 cr order for Vande Bharat 
trains, parent Indo National's shares shoot up 
 
Chennai, City-based Indo National Ltd the makers of 
Nippo brand of batteries and torches its subsidiary 
Kineco Ltd has bagged a Rs 113 crore order for 
interior works for Vande Bharat trains being made at 
the Integral Coach Factory here. The shares of Indo 
National hit the 20 percent upper circuit after opening 
at Rs 345. The Goa-based Kineco, one of India's 
leading composite technology providers for railways 
and defence, also makes fiber-reinforced plastics 

(FRP) pressure vessels for the chemical procession 
and water filtration plants. Kineco was also awarded 
with the largest order of 68 train fronts of the same 
Vande Bharat trains. Its railway product portfolio 
includes rail coach interiors, toilet modules, 
aerodynamic front ends, driver cab interiors, and hard 
seating systems. Indo National holds a 51 percent 
stake in Kineco. Kineco further holds a 51 percent 
stake in Kineco Kaman Composites Pvt Ltd, which is 
a joint venture with Kaman Aerospace Group, the US, 
to manufacture advanced composites for the medical 
and aerospace industries. 
 
Gautam Adani becomes 2nd richest person in the 
world with $154 billion net worth: Forbes 
 
Adani Group's Chairperson and Indian billionare 
Gautam Adani surpassed Amazon's Jeff Bezos to 
become the world's second richest person. He is now 
only behind Tesla CEO Elon Musk, who remains the 
world's richest man with a networth of $273.5 billion, 
according to Forbes' real time data. According to the 
Forbes real-time billionaires list, Adani's net worth 
stood at $155.7 billion as of September 16, 2022, up 
$5.5 billion or nearly 4%. As the Adani Group stocks 
of Adani Enterprises, Adani Port and Adani 
Transmission hit their record highs on the BSE in 
Friday's early deals, Gautam Adani's real time net 
worth reflected the stock market surge. Reliance 
Industries Chairman and Managing Director Mukesh 
Ambani is at eighth place with a net worth of $92.3 
billion. 
 
UP tops in construction of Amrit Sarovars 
 
Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the first state in the 
country with regards to the construction of 8,462 
Amrit Sarovars (lakes). This is a part of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's ambitious Mission Amrit 
Sarovar, aimed at conserving water for the future. 
Madhya Pradesh is ranked second, Jammu and 
Kashmir third, Rajasthan fourth and Tamil Nadu fifth 
in the mission implementation, according to a state 
government statement. The Yogi Government also 
seeks to develop at least two Amrit Sarovars in 58 
gram panchayats (approximately 1.20 lakh) in the 

Miscellaneous Events 
 

Miscellaneous Events
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second phase. The government has developed 7,500 
Amrit Sarovars under the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

UNDP Human Development Index2021: India 
Ranks 132 out of 191 Countries

India continued its decline in the UNDP Human 
Development Index 2021, ranking 132 out of 191 
Countries. The United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) released a detailed report ranking 
countries from across the world on factors that 
measure human development. In the 2022 report, 
India reported Human Development Index (HDI) 
value of 0.633 places, which placed it in the medium 
human development category. This is lower as 
compared to its HDI value of 0.645 in the 2020 report, 
which had placed it in 131st Rank in a list of 189 
countries.

The List of Top 10 Countries in the UNDP’s 
Human Development Index are listed below:
Rank: Country: HDI Value: Change from 2020
1: Switzerland: 0.962: 0.006
2: Norway: 0.961: 0.002
3: Iceland: 0.959: 0.002
4: Hong Kong, China (SAR): 0.952: 0.003
5: Australia: 0.951: 0.004

UNDP Human Development Index - India and its 
neighbourhood:
Rank: Country: HDI Value: Change from 2020
73: Sri Lanka: 0.782: 0.002
19: China: 0.768: 0.004
127: Bhutan: 0.666: -0.002
129: Bangladesh: 0.661: 0.006
132: India: 0.633: -0.009

UNDP Human Development Index -
Human Development Index is a measure of a nation's 
health, education, and average income. The UNDP 
HDI Report is an annual survey report which is 
released by the United Nations Development 
Programme. The report analyses a country’s 
achievement on Human Development Index based on 
its performance in the following matrices:
 Life Expectancy at Birth
 Mean Years of Schooling
 Expected Years of Schooling
 Gross National Income (per capita)

What is Nord Stream 1 pipeline, and why is it 
critical for Europe?

Russia, halted gas supplies for three days to Europe 
via Nord Stream 1, citing maintenance issues. In July, 
it was shut down for ten days for annual maintenance. 
The maintenance was usually done quietly in the past. 
But with the pipeline becoming a bargaining chip 
between Russia and the West, the company's 
announcements are now made public.

What is Nord Stream 1?
Nord Stream 1 is the biggest pipeline transporting 
natural gas between Russia and Europe via Germany. 
It runs from Vyborg in Russia to Greifswald in 
Germany. In 2021, Russia supplied nearly 40 per cent 
of the EU's natural gas needs through this pipeline. It
is majorly owned by Gazprom. The twin pipeline 
system of Nord Stream can transport 55 billion cubic 
metres of gas from Russia to Europe through the 
Baltic Sea. In June, Moscow slashed the supply via 
Nord Stream to 40 per cent. In July, it was further 
reduced to 20 per cent. Along with the pipeline, 
Russia has completely cut off supplies to Denmark, 
Bulgaria, Finland, the Netherlands, and Poland. The 
flows through Nord Stream play a vital role in filling 
up the national storage tanks of Germany and the EU. 
Why the pipeline is significant for Germany?
Energy prices in Germany, Europe's largest economy, 
are among the lowest in the continent. This is made 
possible due to cheap gas supplies via Nord Stream 1. 
This also makes German manufactured goods more 
competitive in the international market. Russian 
threats to choke this gas supply to Europe present an 
economic threat to Germany. To expand its options 
and double the supply from Russia, Germany had 
decided to build Nord Stream 2. But it was halted in 
February post-Russia's attack on Ukraine.
Germany
 Chancellor: Olaf Scholz
 Capital: Berlin
 Currency: Euro
 President: Frank-Walter Steinmeier



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

128

 
JIMEX-22 
 
The sixth edition of Japan India Maritime Exercise 
2022 (JIMEX 22) hosted by the Indian Navy has 
begun in the Bay of Bengal on. The Indian Naval 
ships welcomed JMSDF ships Izumo, a Helicopter 
Carrier, and Takanami, a Guided Missile Destroyer, 
on their arrival in the Bay of Bengal. The Indian Navy 
is represented by three indigenously designed and 
built warships; Sahyadri, a multi-purpose stealth 
frigate, and Anti Submarine Warfare Corvettes 
Kadmatt and Kavaratti. JIMEX 22 involves two 
Phases; exercises at sea and a harbour phase at 
Visakhapatnam. This edition marks the 10th 
anniversary of JIMEX, which began in Japan in 2012.  
It also coincides with the 70th anniversary of 
establishing diplomatic relations between India and 
Japan. JIMEX 22 seeks to consolidate the high degree 
of interoperability that exists between maritime forces 
of the two countries, through complex exercises in the 
surface, sub-surface, and air domains. 
 
Parvat Prahar 
 
This exercise named Parvat Prahar is being conducted 
by the One Strike Corps of the Indian Army. The 
strike corps means that if China or Pakistan act 
anywhere, they will first enter and eliminate it. Parvat 
Prahar is a 20-day long exercise of the Indian Army. 
The exercise comes as India and China are separating 
from the Gogra-Hot Springs (PP-15) in eastern 
Ladakh, as announced on September 8. This 
dissolution process follows the 16th round of talks 
between the Corps Commanders of India and China 
held at the Chushul Moldo meeting point on July 17, 
2022. It is believed that from the above place the 
Indian Army may withdraw its forces towards Karam 
Singh Hill, while the Chinese Army may return to 
Chinese territory in the north. The exercise involved 
high altitude infantry personnel, T-90S and T-72 
tanks, mechanized infantry, K-9 Vajra, Bofors and M-
777 howitzers, helicopters and aircraft. Chinook 
heavy lift helicopters and all-terrain vehicles carried 
by K9-Vajra howitzers were used in the exercise. 
 
 
 

 
Vostok-2022  
 
A multilateral strategic and command Exercise 
Vostok - 2022 has commenced at the training grounds 
of the Eastern Military District of Russia. It will 
continue upto the 7th of this month. The exercise is 
aimed at interaction and coordination amongst other 
participating military contingents and observers. The 
Indian Army contingent comprising of troops from 7/8 
Gorkha Rifles had arrived at the exercise location and 
over the next seven days will undertake joint 
manoeuvres to include joint field training exercises, 
combat discussions, and firepower exercises. The 
Indian Army contingent is looking forward to sharing 
practical aspects and putting into practice the 
validated drills, procedures, and practice 
amalgamation of new technology through discussions 
and tactical exercises. Russia has stated that Vostok-
2022 will be conducted in two phases. Participating 
contingents include observers from the Collective 
Security Treaty Organisation, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and other partner 
states including Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Laos, 
Mongolia, Nicaragua, Syria and Tajikistan. 
 
VAJRA PRAHAR 2022 
 
The 13th edition of India- USA Joint Special Forces 
Exercise VAJRA PRAHAR 2022 culminated at 
Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh. This exercise with the 
US Special Forces is significant in terms of security 
challenges faced by both Nations in the backdrop of 
the current global situation. The joint military exercise 
has further strengthened the traditional bond of 
friendship between the special forces of both Nations. 
This annual exercise is hosted alternatively between 
India and the United States. The 21-day joint training 
provided an opportunity for the Special Forces from 
both nations to train in Air Borne Operations, Special 
Operations and Counter Terrorism operations in a 
joint environment under United Nations Charter. Both 
contingents expressed immense satisfaction on the 
outcomes of the exercise, in terms of the standards 
achieved and sharing of best practices. 
 
  

Defence Exercise of the month  
 

Defence Exercise of the Month
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Day Observed/Celebrated As Theme/Motto 
01-
Oct 

International Day of the 
Older Persons The Resilience and Contributions of Older Women 

01-
Oct International Coffee Day To promote fair trade coffee and to raise awareness for the plight 

of the coffee growers 
02-
Oct 

International Day of Non-
Violence To mark the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

04-
Oct World Animal Welfare Day To raise the status of animals in order to improve welfare 

standards around the globe. 
05-
Oct World Teacher's Day Teachers at the heart of education recovery 
08-
Oct Indian Air Force Day To mark the foundation of the Indian Air Force on 8 October 

1932 
09-
Oct World Post Day To Mark the establishment of the Universal Postal Union in 1874 

in the Swiss Capital, Bern. 
10-
Oct World Mental Health Day To raise awareness of mental health issues around the world 
11-
Oct 

International Day of the Girl 
Child 

To highlight and address the needs and challenges girls face, 
while promoting girls' empowerment 

12-
Oct World Arthritis Day To bring awareness to the growing prevalence of arthritis, 
13-
Oct 

International Day for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 

To raise awareness of how people are taking action to reduce 
their risk to disasters 

14-
Oct World Standards Day SHARED VISION FOR A BETTER WORLD 
15-
Oct Global Handwashing Day Health care quality and safety climate or culture 
15-
Oct World Students’ Day To mark the birth anniversary of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 
16-
Oct World Food Day Leave NO ONE behind 
17-
Oct 

International Poverty 
Eradication Day 

To acknowledge the effort and struggle of people living in 
poverty 

20-
Oct World Statistics day Connecting the world with data we can trust 
24-
Oct United Nations Day To mark the establishment of United Nations that officially came 

into existence on 24 October 1945. 
30-
Oct World Thrift Day To mark the first International Thrift Congress which was held in 

Milan, Italy in 1924. 
31-
Oct National Unity Day To mark the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel also 

known as Iron Man of India 

Important Days of the Month 
 

Important Days of the Month
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Books and Authors

Book:  Gautam Adani: The Man Who 
Changed India
Author: RN Bhaskar
About:  The book delves fascinating 
anecdotes from Adani’s life, illuminating his 
early childhood, his initiation into business, 
and the learnings and opportunities he 
pursued.

Book: Blood Orange Night: My 
Journey to the Edge of Madness
Author: Melissa Bond
About: Blood Orange Night is 
Melissa Bond’s extraordinary 
memoir of an accidental addiction, 
and what it took to recover.

Book: Listen to Your Heart: The London 
Adventure
Author: Ruskin Bond
About: This book gives readers a peek 
into the four years he(Ruskin Bond) spent 
in the Channel Islands and England. It is 
published by Penguin Random House 
India.

Book: Bhartiya Samvidhan: Ankahi 
Kahani
Author: Ram Bahadur Rai
About: The book, along with the history 
of independence and the untold chapters 
of our constitution will give a new 
thinking to the youth of the country.

Book: Lapvona: A Novel
Author: Ottessa Moshfegh
About: This is a book of spells and 
stories, faith and power with an 
unforgettable young boy at its 
heart.

Book: Business of Sports: The Winning 
Formula for Success

Author: Vinit Karnik

About: This book is India’s first-ever 
book on Sports. The book has been 
published by Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd. 

Book: My Greatest Save
Author: Briana Scurry , Wayne Coffey , 
Robin Roberts
About: This book explores the barriers faced 
by Briana Scurry that she broke as well as her 
perseverance through a career ending injury 
that left her depressed, in debt, and in great 
pain.

Book: The India Story
Author: Bimal Jalan
About: The book focuses on 
India’s economic history and aims 
to provide lessons for the future of 
India’s political economy.

Book: Ashtang Yoga
Author: Dr Sonu Phogat
About: This book highlights the 
importance of yoga in everyday life 
also the Mantra of Yog to Sehyog 
will show us a new way to the future. 

Book: Nightcrawling
Author: Leila Mottley
About: An unflinching, mesmerizing, 
and bruising novel that tackles the 
injustices of poverty, racism, sexism, and 
policing with such poetic clarity that it's 
impossible to put "Nightcrawling" down. 

Books and Authors
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Mali military appoints Colonel Abdoulaye Maiga 
as interim PM  

 
 
In Mali, the military has appointed Colonel 
Abdoulaye Maiga as interim Prime Minister after the 
country's civilian Prime Minister Choguel Kokalla 
Maiga was admitted to hospital.  Before this 
appointment, Colonel Maiga was working as a 
Government Spokesman and Minister of Territorial 
Administration and Decentralisation. He replaces the 
veteran civilian politician Choguel Kokalla Maiga, 
who was named premier after the military took power 
in August 2020 and carried out a second coup in May 
2021. In recent months, Maiga had come under 
criticism from many of his former allies for following 
the Junta's line. Military Junta leader Colonel Assimi 
Goita had himself appointed transitional president 
after the May 2021 coup. 
Mali: 
 Capital: Bamako 
 Currency: West African CFA franc 
 
Disney appoints ex-Google employee Sajith 
Sivanandan as head of Hotstar  

 
 
Disney’s international content and operations group 
has announced the appointment of Sajith Sivanandan 
as executive vice-president and head of Disney+ 
Hotstar, that its video streaming service is known as in 

India and other Asian markets. Sivanandan, who joins 
Disney+ Hotstar from Google, will take up his new 
role in October with a dual reporting line to Rebecca 
Campbell, chairman of Disney’s international content 
and operations group and K Madhavan, president, 
Disney Star. Sivanandan will oversee Disney+ 
Hotstar’s overall business operations in India with 
direct responsibility for defining the streaming 
service’s strategic business priorities and charting a 
product roadmap for Disney+ Hotstar’s growth in the 
years ahead. Sivanandan comes with experience in 
strategic business and leadership roles across 
international markets. 
The Walt Disney Company 
 Founded: 16 October 1923 
 Headquarters: California, United States 
 CEO: Bob Chapek 
 Founders: Walt Disney, Roy O. Disney 
 
Vikram Doraiswami appointed as next High 
Commissioner of India to UK  

 
 
Mr. Vikram Doraiswami has been appointed as the 
next High Commissioner of India to the United 
Kingdom.  Mr. Doraiswami is presently the High 
Commissioner of India to Bangladesh. He is expected 
to take up the assignment shortly. Mr. Doraiswami is 
an Indian Foreign Service officer of the 1992 batch. 
Earlier, the ministry had announced the appointment 
of Mr. Pranay Kumar Verma, an IFS officer of 1994 
batch as India’s next High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh. He is currently serving as India’s 
Ambassador to Vietnam.  
UK 
 Queen: Queen Elizabeth II 
 Capital: London 
 Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
 Currency: Pound sterling 

Recent Appointments 
 

Recent Appointments
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Switzerland's Credit Suisse appoints Dixit Joshi as 
Chief Financial Officer 

 
 
Switzerland's second-biggest bank Credit Suisse 
announced the appointment of Dixit Joshi as its new 
Chief Financial Officer. Joshi will take over on 
October 1, replacing David Mathers who previously 
announced he is stepping down. Joshi joins Credit 
Suisse from Deutsche Bank after nearly 12 years. He 
served as the German bank's Group Treasurer in his 
last role. 
Credit Suisse:  
 Founded: 1856 
 Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 
 Chairman: Axel Lehmann  
 CEO: Ulrich Körner  
 
Bajaj Electricals elevates Anuj Poddar to the role 
of Managing Director, CEO 

 
 
Consumer durable products maker Bajaj Electricals 
elevated its Executive Director Anuj Poddar to 
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO). The company has separated the post of 
Chairman & Managing Director and its patron 
Shekhar Bajaj will continue as Executive Chairman of 
the company. The separation of the Chairman and 
Managing Director positions is in continuation of the 
professionalisation of the management of the 
company and marks the company’s commitment to 
strong corporate governance standards. Bajaj 
Electricals had a turnover of Rs 4,813 crore in FY22. 
Its business portfolio spans consumer products such as 

appliances, fans, lighting and EPC (illumination, 
power transmission and power distribution). It also 
has a presence in premium home appliance and 
cookware segments with brands like Morphy Richards 
and Nirlep. 
Bajaj Group: 
 Founder: Jamnalal Bajaj 
 Founded: 1926 
 Headquarters: Pune, Maharashtra 
 
Centre appoints Rajkiran Rai as NaBFID 
managing director 

 
 
The Centre and the board of National Bank for 
Financing Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID) 
has appointed Rajkiran Rai G as its managing director 
(MD) for nearly five years. The board of NaBFID 
approved Rai’s appointment on July 30 based on 
clearance by the RBI, centre and the Development 
finance institutions (DFI) nomination and 
remuneration committee. He took charge as the DFI’s 
MD on August 8, and will hold the top post till May 
18, 2027, according to details of the appointment. The 
Centre, in October 2021, had appointed K V Kamath 
as chairperson of NaBFID. Subsequently, government 
nominees Pankaj Jain and Sumita Dawra were 
appointed directors to the board of DFI. The 
government has already infused Rs 20,000 crore into 
NaBFID to help the DFI start its operations to catalyse 
investment in the infrastructure sector. 
 
Amit Burman resigns as Dabur chairman, Mohit 
Burman takes charge 
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Dabur India’s board has accepted the resignation of 
Amit Burman from the post of the Chairman of the 
company with effect from the close of working hours 
of August 10, the company said in its exchange filing. 
Burman will continue as the non-executive director of 
the company. Mohit Burman has been appointed as 
the non-executive chairman of the board of the 
company from August 11 for a period of five years. 
Saket Burman has been appointed as the non-
executive vice-chairman of the board of directors for a 
period of five years with effect from August 11.  
Dabur:  
 Founded: 1884 
 Founder: S. K. Burman 
 Headquarters: Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 
Nitish Kumar takes oath as Bihar Chief Minister 
for 8th  Time 

 
 
Janata Dal (United) leader Nitish Kumar sworn in as 
the Chief Minister of Bihar for the 8th time at the 
Rajendra Mandapam inside Raj Bhavan. RJD leader 
Tejashwi Yadav took oath as the Deputy Chief 
Minister. Earlier, Nitish Kumar announced his 
resignation as the Bihar Chief Minister under JD(U) - 
BJP’s NDA coalition. With his resignation, Nitish 
ended the nearly three-year-old alliance with BJP. 
Nitish reached out to Bihar Governor Phagu Chouhan 
to form a fresh government with support from RJD 
and other opposition parties. While laying the claim to 
form a new Government, Nitish Kumar submitted a 
letter to Bihar Governor with the support of 164 
MLAs. 
Nitish Kumar as Bihar Chief Minister:  
JD(U)’s Nitish Kumar is the second longest serving 
Chief Minister of Bihar with this term extending up to 
8 years and 117 Days from 24 November 2005 to 20 
May 2014. Congress’s Shri Krishna Sinha holds the 
record for being the longest serving Bihar CM with 
his tenure extending up to 11 years and 5 days. 
 

Gustavo Petro sworn in as Colombia's President 

 
 
Gustavo Petro has been sworn in as the first leftist 
president of Colombia. The 62-year-old is a former 
member of Colombia’s M-19 guerrilla group as well 
as former senator and mayor of Bogota. He succeeds 
Ivan Duque. 
Colombia:  
 Vice President: Francia Márquez 
 Capital: Bogotá 
 Currency: Colombian peso 
 
Unity Small Finance Bank appoints Inderjit 
Camotra as MD and CEO 

 
 
The Unity Small Finance Bank (SFB) Limited (Unity 
Bank) has appointed its interim CEO, Inderjit 
Camotra as the managing director and chief executive 
officer (MD & CEO) of the bank. Senior banker 
Camotra has previously held various leadership 
positions at Standard Chartered Bank, ANZ and 
Citibank and has over 25 years of experience across 
India. In January 2022, the bank appointed Vinod Rai, 
the former CAG of India, as its Chairman. Unity 
Small Finance Bank is a new age, digital first bank 
which was recently elevated to a ‘Scheduled Bank’ 
and was included in the Second Schedule of the RBI 
Act. The bank is promoted by Centrum Financial 
Services Ltd and Resilient Innovations Pvt Ltd as a 
joint investor. The bank commenced its operation in 
November 2021. Its headquarter is in New Delhi. 
 



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy /vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

135

Nallathamby Kalaiselvi becomes first woman DG 
of CSIR 

 
 
Senior scientist Nallathamby Kalaiselvi has been 
appointed as the Director General of Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), for a period 
of two years. She is the first woman to hold charge as 
DG of CSIR, a consortium of 38 research institutes 
across the country. Kalaiselvi succeeds Shekhar 
Mande, who superannuated in April 2022. Since then 
Rajesh Gokhale, Secretary, Department of 
Biotechnology, was given the additional charge of the 
CSIR. Kalaiselvi will also hold the charge as 
Secretary, Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, under the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 
CSIR:  
 Parent institution: Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Government of India 
 Founder: Arcot Ramaswamy Mudaliar, Shanti 

Swaroop Bhatnagar 
 Established: 26 September 1942 
 President: Prime Minister of India 
 
Viswanathan Anand elected as Deputy President of 
FIDE 

 
 
Indian chess legend and five-time world champion 
Viswanathan Anand has been elected as the Deputy 
President of FIDE. The elections to the world chess 
body took place during the FIDE Congress, being 
conducted alongside the 44th Chess Olympiad. The 

incumbent President Arkady Dvorkovich has been re-
elected for a second term. 
International Chess Federation or World Chess 
Federation (FIDE):  
 Formation: July 20, 1924 
 Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 Membership: 200 national associations 
 President: Arkady Dvorkovich 
 
Centre extends services of Cabinet Secry Rajiv 
Gauba for period of one year 

 
 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved an extension in service of Rajiv Gauba as 
Cabinet Secretary of India for a further period of one-
year, beyond, August 30, 2022. This is his second 
extension as Cabinet Secretary. Mr Rajiv Gauba is a 
1982-batch IAS officer of Jharkhand cadre. He was 
appointed to the country’s top bureaucratic post in 
2019 for two years. Then in August 2021, he was 
given first one-year extension. Prior to being 
appointed on this post, Mr Gauba has also served as 
the secretary in the Union Urban Development 
Ministry, Additional Secretary in the Home Ministry. 
 
BharatPe appoints Nalin Negi as CFO 

 
 
Fintech unicorn BharatPe has appointed the former 
head of SBI Card, Nalin Negi, as its Chief Financial 
Officer as the company prepares for its Initial Public 
Offering (IPO). BharatPe said that Negi will be 
working towards making the company EBITDA 
positive by March 2023. EBITDA, which stands for 
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earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and 
amortization, is a measure of profitability for 
companies. Negi will be reporting to Suhail Sameer, 
the company's Chief Executive Officer (CEO). In his 
earlier stints, Negi was associated with American 
Express, EXL Service India, Nestle India Limited, and 
ITC Limited.  
Note: This is the second leadership announcement for 
BharatPe this year. In April 2022, the company 
announced the appointment of Smriti Handa as the 
Chief Human Resources Officer. 
 

Auguste Tano Kouamé appointed World Bank’s 
Country Director for India 

 
 

The World Bank has appointed 
Auguste Tano Kouame, as the Country Director for 
India. The term of Auguste is effective from August 
01, 2022, for a period of five-years. He replaces 
Junaid Kamal Ahmad of Bangladesh. Prior to this, 
Auguste served as the World Bank’s Country Director 
for the Republic of Turkey. 
World Bank:  
 Established: December 1945  
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., U.S. 
 Membership: 189 countries (IBRD), 174 countries 

(IDA) 
 President: David Malpass 
 MD and CFO: Anshula Kant 
 Chief Economist: Carmen Reinhart 
 
Ruchira Kamboj takes charge as India's 1st 
woman UN envoy 

 

Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj took charge as India's 
first woman envoy to the UN in New York and 
presented her credentials to UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres. A 1987-batch Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS) officer, Kamboj had been serving as 
India's envoy to Bhutan. She succeeds T S Tirumurti 
as the Indian ambassador to the UN. She is also the 
country's first woman envoy to be serving at the world 
body's headquarters in New York. 
 
Suresh N Patel sworn in as Central Vigilance 
Commissioner 

 
 
Suresh N Patel, who has been working as the acting 
Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) since June 
this year, was sworn in as the chief of the probity 
watchdog Central Vigilance Commission by President 
Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan here. Patel, 
former managing director and chief executive officer 
of Andhra Bank, was in April 2020 appointed as the 
vigilance commissioner. Former Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) officer Sanjay Kothari 
had completed his term as the CVC on June 24 last 
year. The Central Vigilance Commission is headed by 
a central vigilance commissioner and it can have two 
vigilance commissioners. Former Intelligence Bureau 
chief Arvind Kumar and ex-consumer affairs secretary 
Avinash Kumar Srivastava appointed as the vigilance 
commissioners. Kumar completed his term as the 
chief of internal security intelligence agency on June 
30 this year. Srivastava, a 1982 batch IAS officer of 
Uttar Pradesh cadre, retired as consumer affairs 
secretary in January 2020. 
Central Vigilance Commission:  
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is an apex 
Indian governmental body created in 1964 to address 
governmental corruption. In 2003, the Parliament 
enacted a law conferring statutory status on the CVC. 
It has the status of an autonomous body, free of 
control from any executive authority, charged with 
monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central 
Government of India, advising various authorities in 
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central Government organizations in planning, 
executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance 
work. 
 Nominator: Prime Minister (Chairperson), Home 

Minister (Member), Leader of the Opposition in 
Lok Sabha 

 Appointer: President of India 
 Term length: upto 4 years or 65 years 
 Inaugural holder: Nittoor Sreenivasa Rau 
 
Centre forms special task force headed by VK 
Paul, to monitor monkeypox virus cases in India 

 
 
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has 
constituted a special task force (STF) to monitor 
monkeypox cases in India. NITI Aayog member 
(health) VK Paul will be the head the task force. Other 
members of the STF will include officials from the 
Health ministry and representatives of the major 
medical and research institutes in the country. The 
STF has been tasked to monitor and provide guidance 
to the government on the expansion of diagnostic 
facilities and to explore vaccination for the infection 
in the country.  
Details:  
An ongoing outbreak of monkeypox, a viral disease, 
was confirmed in May 2022. Monkeypox is a viral 
infection that manifests a week or two after exposure 
with fever and other non-specific symptoms, and then 
produces a rash with lesions that usually last for 2–4 
weeks before drying up, crusting and falling off. 
Monkeypox spreads through close, personal, often 
skin-to-skin contact. The disease can spread through 
direct contact with rashes, or body fluids from an 
infected person, by touching objects and fabrics that 
have been used by someone with monkeypox or 
through respiratory secretions. So far, India has 
reported four Monkeypox cases, which includes three 
cases in Kerala and one in Delhi. 
 

Dr. Sujoy Lal Thaosen takes additional charge of 
ITBP 

 
 
Director General of Sashastra Seema Bal, SSB Dr. 
Sujoy Lal Thaosen took over the additional charge of 
Director General of Indo-Tibetan Border Police in 
New Delhi. Dr. Thaosen is an IPS Officer of the 1988 
batch, Madhya Pradesh Cadre. IPS Sanjay Arora 
handed over the charge and customary baton to Dr. 
Thaosen. Raised in 1962, the ITBP guards Indo-China 
borders. It is also deployed in various internal security 
duties including anti-Naxal operations in 
Chhattisgarh. 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police:  
The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) is India's 
primary border patrol organization for its border with 
China's Tibet Autonomous Region. It is one of the 
seven Central Armed Police Forces of India, 
established in 1962 in the aftermath of the Sino-Indian 
War of 1962. 
 Governing body: Ministry of Home Affairs 

(India) 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Union Home 

Minister 
 
Satyendra Prakash assumes charge as Principal 
DG of PIB 

 
 
Satyendra Prakash assumed charge as Principal 
Director General of the Press Information Bureau. He 
is an Indian Information Service officer of the 1988 
batch. Prior to this, Mr. Prakash held the position of 
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Principal DG, Central Bureau of Communication. 
Satyendra Prakash comes with a varied experience in 
the field of public communication, media 
management, administration, policy formulation and 
programme implementation. He has represented the 
Government of India in various national and 
international forums such as UNESCO, UNICEF, 
UNDP, among others. He has been instrumental in 
formulation of draft Guidelines for Content 
Regulation of Government Advertising, Internet and 
Digital Media Policy, FM Radio Policy, Digital 
Cinema Policy, among others for the Central Bureau 
of Communication. Furthermore, Prakash has been 
associated with many major public campaigns of the 
Government of India, designing and executing 
outreach activities. He is credited with ideating 
important IEC campaigns. He has recently been 
recognised by the Election Commission of India and 
conferred the national award for enhancing electoral 
participation through voter awareness and education 
in 2021-22. 
 
Pranay Kumar Verma appointed India’s next High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh 

 
A seasoned diplomat and IFS officer of 1994 batch 
Pranay Kumar Verma has been appointed as India’s 
next High Commissioner to Bangladesh. He is 
currently serving as India’s Ambassador to Vietnam. 
This was announced by the Ministry of External 
Affairs in Delhi. He is expected to take up the 
assignment shortly in place of the current High 
Commissioner Vikram Doraiswami who is tipped to 
take over as the High Commissioner of India to UK. 
Ambassador Pranay Kumar Verma has held 
diplomatic assignments in Hong Kong, San Francisco, 
Beijing, Kathmandu, and Washington DC. He served 
as the Joint Secretary of the East Asia Division at the 
Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi. He also 
served as the Joint Secretary for external relations at 
the Department of Atomic Energy looking after 
India’s nuclear diplomacy. 

Paytm Payments Services appoints Nakul Jain as 
CEO 

 
Fintech startup Paytm's parent company, One97 
Communications has appointed Nakul Jain to lead 
Paytm Payments Services Ltd. (PPSL). Praveen 
Sharma, who is now serving as the acting CEO of 
PPSL, has been promoted to oversee the 
organisation’s commerce vertical in addition to his 
other duties. Prior to this, Nakul worked as the 
managing director at Standard Chartered Bank. He 
holds over 22 years of experience in retail banking 
and has worked in sub-sectors such as branch banking, 
wealth management, product and segments, 
distribution, retail assets and acquisition.  
Paytm:  
 MD and CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
 Founded: August 2010 
 Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India. 
 
India's Indermit Gill appointed Chief Economist of 
World Bank 

 
World Bank has appointed Indian national Indermit 
Gill as its Chief Economist and Senior Vice President 
for Development Economics. Mr Gill will succeed 
American economist Carmen Reinhart in the role and 
his appointment will be effective September 1, 2022. 
Mr Gill is currently Vice President for Equitable 
Growth, Finance, and Institutions, where he led work 
on macroeconomics, debt, trade, poverty, and 
governance. Mr Gill will be only the second Indian to 
serve as chief economist at the international financial 
institution after Kaushik Basu, who was Chief 
Economist of the World Bank from 2012 to 2016.    
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Union Govt launches Rashtriya Puruskar Portal to 
bring together all awards under one platform 
 
The Union Government has launched Rashtriya 
Puruskar Portal to bring together all the awards of the 
various Ministries, Departments and agencies of the 
government under one platform. This has been done to 
ensure transparency and public partnership. This 
common portal facilitates every citizen or 
organization to nominate individuals or organizations 
for various awards instituted by the government. It 
informed that the nominations or recommendations 
for the Padma Awards are open till 15th of next 
month, while nominations or recommendations for 
Jeevan Raksha Padak will be invited till 30th of next 
month. Individuals and organizations can visit 
Rashtriya Puruskar Portal WWW.AWARDS.GOV.IN 
for making their nominations or recommendations for 
various awards constituted by the government. 
 
Govt amends Supreme Court Judges Service Rules  
 
Central Government revised the Supreme Court 
Judges (Salaries and Conditions of Service) Act, 1958 
and has added more benefits for retired judges of the 
apex court. Ministry of Law and Justice issued an 
official notification to share the amended provisions 
of 'Supreme Court Judges Rules' under the banner of 
Supreme Court Judges (Amendment) Rules, 2022. 
The amendments extend various benefits to the retired 
judges for a period of one year after they demit office. 
Current Chief Justice of India NV Ramana, who 
demits office, will be the first judge to enjoy these 
benefits.  
The key among them include: 
 Rent-free Accommodation: Under the new 

provisions, a retired Chief Justice of India is 
entitled to rent-free Type-VII government 
accommodation in Delhi for a period of 6 months 
from the date of their superannuation. The 
accommodation provided to retired CJI would be 
different from the official residence of a sitting 
Chief Justice. Prior to the amendment, SC Judges, 
including CJI was allowed to retain their official 
accommodation only for a period of 1 month. 

 Chauffeur and Assistant: Retired Judges of the 
Supreme Court are entitled to chauffeur facility 

and secretarial assistant for a period of 1 year 
from their retirement date. The secretarial 
assistant being provided to the judges will be of 
the level of the Branch Officer in the Supreme 
Court. The chauffeur will be entitled to full pay 
and allowances admissible to regular employees 
and will be drawn from the establishment of the 
apex court or the high court. 

 Round the Clock Security: All judges who retire 
from Supreme Court would be entitled to round-
the-clock security cover at their residences along 
with a round-the-clock personal security guard. 
This provision will also be applicable for a period 
of 1 year from the retirement date. Earlier, a 
retired Chief Justice of India was entitled to 
round-the-clock security for a lifetime. 

 Access to Ceremonial Lounges: Another benefit 
which has been extended to the retired judges of 
the Supreme Court is related to the protocol that 
would include courtesies at ceremonial lounges at 
airports. 

 
India’s 1st Composite Indoor Shooting Range 
Inaugurated at INS Karna  
 
India’s 1st Composite Indoor Shooting Range has 
been inaugurated at INS Karna. The Shooting range 
has been equipped with advanced target systems with 
associated control software to help personnel improve 
their firing skills. The Composite Indoor Shooting 
Range or CISR was inaugurated by Vice Admiral 
Biswajit Dasgupta at INS Karna. INS Karna is the 
first in the Navy and the only military unit in the 
country to develop and operationalize an indoor 
shooting range. 
 
India nominates GARBA to be inscribed on 
UNESCO's intangible cultural heritage list  
 
India has nominated the dance form Garba to be 
inscribed on UNESCO's intangible cultural heritage 
list. UNESCO(United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization) Director Eric Falt said that 
after the inclusion of 'Durga Puja' on the UNESCO 
intangible cultural heritage representative last year, 
India has now nominated 'Garba' for 2022. The next 
meeting of UNESCO is in November & hopefully 

National News National News
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there will be yet another beautiful Indian festival 
Garba inscribed on UNESCO's intangible cultural 
heritage list. India was elected by UNESCO to serve 
on the distinguished Intergovernmental Committee of 
the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in July. India garnered a 
whopping 110 votes from 155 State Parties that 
finalised its selection.  
 
Bihar's Mithila Makhana receives GI Tag  
 
Union Government has awarded GI Tag to Bihar’s 
Mithila Makhana - foxnuts. The decision by the 
government comes as part of its mission to increase 
and boost farmers’ incomes. The attribution of the 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag to Mithila Makhana 
will help the farmers who grow the foxnuts get the 
maximum price for their premium produce. As per the 
GI Registry certificate, Bihar’s Mithila Makhana has 
been registered in the name of Mithilanchal Makhana 
Utpadak Sangh.  According to the registration 
certificate, Bihar state’s Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, 
Champaran, Begusarai, Madhubani and Katihar 
among other districts have been defined as the 
geographic location for the production of Mithila 
Makhana. 
 
UP Parivar Kalyan Card: Family ID Scheme  
 
In line with this, the UP Government has planned to 
launch UP Parivar Kalyan Card, which will now 
identify a family unit and issue a Family ID Card 
based on which government schemes and other 
benefits can be easily passed on to the members of the 
family. UP Government has also consulted state 
governments of Haryana and Karnataka, who have 
launched similar schemes under banners of ‘Parivar 
Pehchan Patra’ and ‘Kutumba Card’, respectively. To 
understand the opportunities and challenges involved 
in the implementation of the UP-Family ID Scheme, 
the government launched a pilot project in Prayagraj. 
In the pilot, families within the district were identified 
based on their ration card data and beneficiaries for 
different government schemes were mapped 
accordingly. 
 
 
 
 

PM Modi dedicates Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital 
& Research Centre to nation in Punjab  
 
PM Narendra Modi dedicated the Homi Bhabha 
Cancer Hospital and Research Centre built on an 
approximately 50 acres area at Mullanpur in S A S 
Nagar district of Punjab to the nation. The 300 bedded 
state of the art Homi Bhabha cancer hospital and 
research center built at a cost of approximately 684 
crore rupees would bolster the cost effective cancer 
treatment in the State and it would also provide cancer 
treatment facility to the people of Northern India. 
Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the Amrita Hospital in Faridabad district of Haryana. 
Managed by Mata Amritanandamayi Math, the super-
speciality hospital will be equipped with 2,600 beds. 
The hospital, which is being constructed at an 
estimated cost of around Rs. 6000 crores, will provide 
state-of-the-art healthcare facilities to the people of 
Faridabad and the entire NCR region.   
Punjab 
 Capital: Chandigarh 
 Governor: Banwarilal Purohit 
 Chief minister: Bhagwant Mann 
 
Goa becomes 1st Har Ghar Jal certified State 
 
Goa has become the first 'Har Ghar Jal' certified State 
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu the 
first Union Territory in the country. In this State and 
UT, people from all the villages have declared their 
village as Har Ghar Jal through a resolution passed by 
the Gram Sabha. All two lakh 63 thousand rural 
households of Goa and over 85 thousand of Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu have access to safe 
drinking water through tap connection. All schools, 
Anganwadi centres, public institutions including 
Gram Panchayat buildings, healthcare centres and 
community centres and other government offices have 
now access to potable water through tap connection. 
Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship programme of the 
Central Government which aims at making provision 
of potable tap water supply to every rural household 
of the country by 2024. Following Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas aur Sabka Prayas', more than 52 
percent rural households in the country are now 
connected with tap water which was only 17 percent 
at the time of launch of this mission in August 2019. 
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Paalan 1000 National Campaign and Parenting 
App Launched, focused on Cognitive Development 
of Children 
 
Union Minister of State for Health Bharati Pravin 
Pawar has launched the Paalan 1000 National 
Campaign and Parenting App as part of the Early 
Childhood Development Conclave. The Conclave was 
virtually launched by MoS Health in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. At the launch event for the conclave, Ms 
Pawar noted that from 2014 onwards, India has taken 
rapid strides to curb child mortality from 45 per 1000 
births to 35 per 1000 birth in 2019.  
Paalan 1000:  
The Central Government has decided to launch Paalan 
1000 - Journey of First 1000 Days for a Child to 
promote early childhood development. Paalan 1000 
campaign which has been launched will focus on the 
cognitive developments of children in the first 2 years 
of its life. The campaign will also assist parents, 
families and caregivers to meet the basic needs of a 
child during its early developmental phases. Paalan 
1000 campaign has been launched in alignment with 
the mission of the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK), emphasizing responsive care and focusing 
interventions on the first 1000 days. As part of the 
campaign, the government has also launched Paalan 
1000 Mobile App, which offers practice advice and 
helps parents and families to build a routine for the 
child that can help develop their cognitive abilities. 
The app consists of several resources and materials 
that can help resolve various doubts of parents related 
to the development of the child.  
The prime focus of Paalan 1000 days is early 
cognitive development among young children and it is 
built around 6 primary principles - 
1. Maximize Love 
2. Talk & Engage 
3. Explore through Movement and Play 
4. Read and Discuss Stories 
5. Mother’s Engagement with the Child while 

Breastfeeding 
6. Managing Stress and Staying Calm 
 
Karnataka Cabinet passes aerospace and defence 
policy 
 
The Karnataka Cabinet cleared the 'Karnataka 
Aerospace and Defence Policy 2022-27' that 
envisages attracting investments to the state worth Rs 
45,000 crore. The policy also offers several incentives 

to companies and manufacturing units in the sector. 
Karnataka was the first state in the country to come up 
with an aerospace and defence policy in 2013 and it 
will be valid up to January 31, 2023. The aim is to 
make Karnataka a hub in aerospace and defence 
sectors. Twenty-five per cent of India's aircraft and 
spacecraft industry is based in Karnataka, 67 per cent 
of all aircraft and helicopter manufacturing for 
defence services is done here and the state contributes 
65 per cent of the country's aerospace-related exports. 
The sector is considered as a special category and five 
per cent additional subsidy will be offered. While the 
subsidy limit for micro enterprises is 30 per cent in 
Zone-1 (outside Bengaluru), it will be 35 per cent for 
micro enterprises in the special category. For Zone-2 
and Zone-3 (in Bengaluru), subsidy for micro units 
manufacturing aerospace and defence products will be 
30 per cent. To train our youth and for skill 
development in this sector, 10 institutions will be 
identified, he said, adding that 200 candidates will be 
offered stipend of up to Rs 70,000 for training. There 
is also a plan to train students at the school level. 
 
Social Justice Ministry launches SMILE-75 
initiative 
 
Recognising the persisting problem of destitution and 
beggary, Government of India has formulated 
‘SMILE’- a comprehensive scheme meant for 
beggars. SMILE stands for ‘Support for Marginalised 
Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise’ which also 
includes sub-schemes, under which a comprehensive 
rehabilitation for persons engaged in begging is done. 
This scheme covers identification, rehabilitation, 
provision of medical facilities, counselling, education, 
skill development for decent job and self-employment 
or entrepreneurship. The Ministry of Social Justice & 
Empowerment, Government of India, in the spirit of 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, has identified 75 
Municipal Corporations to implement comprehensive 
rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of begging 
under ‘SMILE-75 Initiative. The objective of SMILE- 
75 is to make our cities or town and municipal areas 
begging-free and make a strategy for comprehensive 
rehabilitation of the persons engaged in the act of 
begging through the coordinated action of various 
stakeholders. The ‘SMILE-75 Initiative’ launched by 
Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment 
Dr. Virendra Kumar at a shelter home (Rain Basera) 
near Nizammudin Metro Station in New Delhi. The 
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has 
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allocated a total budget of Rs.100 crore for the SMILE 
project for coming years till 2025-26.Through this 
project, the ministry envisions to develop a support 
mechanism for holistic rehabilitation of those engaged 
in the act of begging and build an India where no 
person is forced to beg in order to survive and fulfill 
their basic needs. 
Note: Earlier, the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment launched ‘SMILE’ on 12.02.2022, 
which includes two sub-schemes – ‘Central Sector 
Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation for Welfare 
of Transgender Persons’ and ‘Central Sector Scheme 
for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged 
in the act of Begging’. 
 
Govt Launches Mission Vatsalya Scheme 
 
The Ministry of Women and Child Development is 
implementing a centrally-sponsored scheme “Mission 
Vatsalya” erstwhile Child Protection Services (CPS) 
scheme, since 2009-10 for the welfare and 
rehabilitation of children. The objective of Mission 
Vatsalya is to secure a healthy and happy childhood 
for each and every child in India, ensure opportunities 
to enable them to discover their full potential and 
assist them in flourishing in all respects in a sustained 
manner, foster a sensitive, supportive and 
synchronized ecosystem for the development of 
children, assist States/UTs in delivering the mandate 
of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and achieve the SDG 
goals. Mission Vatsalya promotes family-based non-
institutional care of children in difficult circumstances 
based on the principle of institutionalization of 
children as a measure of last resort. Components 
under Mission Vatsalya include improvement in the 
functioning of statutory bodies, strengthening service 
delivery structures; Upscale institutional care/services; 
Encouraging non-institutional community-based care; 
emergency outreach services; Training and capacity 
building. All the States/UTs have signed the 
Memorandum of Undertaking (MoU) with the 
Ministry for implementation of the Scheme. Mission 
Vatsalya will be implemented as a centrally-sponsored 
scheme as per the prescribed cost-sharing ratio 
between the Centre and State/UT Governments. 
 
Haryana launched Cheerag Scheme for EWS 
Students 
 
The “Chief Minister Equal Education Relief, 
Assistance and Grant (Cheerag)” programme was 

recently introduced by the administration of Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar. It was put in lieu 
of a comparable programme started by the Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda administration in 2007 under Rule 134 
A of the 2003 Haryana School Education Rules. 
According to the plan, government students from the 
Economically Weaker Section (EWS) who attend 
private schools will receive a free education. 
Details: 
Under the Cheerag programme, government school 
children in grades 2 through 12 may enrol in private 
schools. To qualify, parents’ verifiable annual income 
must be less than Rs. 1.8 lakh. The state of Haryana 
will pay back: -Rs 700 each student in grades two 
through five, Rs 900 per student in grades six through 
eight and Rs 1,100 each student in grades nine 
through twelve. Under the Cheerag programme, 533 
low-cost private schools in rural areas and small cities 
had submitted applications. Due to various 
technological issues, only 381 schools were deemed to 
be eligible. Government school students from EWS 
were given 24,987 seats in eligible schools. However, 
only 1665 students—or 6.66 percent of the available 
seats—have chosen the programme. This is due to the 
fact that those schools are not close and that only 
government schools have certain facilities. 
Furthermore, reputable private schools have not 
expressed an interest in taking part. 
 
 
India adds 10 new wetlands to the Ramsar sites list  
 
India has designated 10 more wetlands as Ramsar 
sites, taking the total tally of Ramsar Sites in India to 
64. The Ramsar sites in India now cover a total area of 
12,50,361 ha. The 10 new Ramsar sites in India 
include six in Tamil Nadu and one each in Goa, 
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. India had 
earlier designated five new Ramsar sites, three 
wetlands in Tamil Nadu, one in Mizoram and one in 
Madhya Pradesh. The designation of these sites as 
Ramsar sites will help in conservation and 
management of these wetlands of international 
importance under the Ramsar Convention, which is 
also known as The Convention on Wetlands.  
 

S.No Name of wetland State Area 
(Ha) 

1. Koonthankulam 
Bird Sanctuary 

Tamil 
Nadu 72.04 
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2. 
Gulf of Mannar 
Marine Biosphere 
Reserve 

Tamil 
Nadu 52671.88 

3. Vembannur 
Wetland Complex 

Tamil 
Nadu 19.75 

4. Vellode Bird 
Sanctuary 

Tamil 
Nadu 77.19 

5. Vedanthangal Bird 
Sanctuary 

Tamil 
Nadu 40.35 

6. 
Udhayamarthandap
uram Bird 
Sanctuary 

Tamil 
Nadu 43.77 

7. Satkosia Gorge Odisha 98196.72 
8. Nanda Lake Goa 42.01 
9. Ranganathituu BS Karnataka 517.70 

10 Sirpur wetland Madhya 
Pradesh 161 

Ramsar Convention:  
The Ramsar convention was established by UNESCO 
in Ramsar, Iran on February 2, 1971, and it came into 
force in 1975. India had signed the treaty on February 
1, 1982.  
 
Union Cabinet approves India’s updated NDC to 
be communicated to UNFCC 
 
The Union Cabinet has approved India’s updated 
Nationally Determined Contribution, NDC to be 
communicated to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC).  India's 
updated NDC, India is now set to reduce the 
emissions intensity of GDP by 45 per cent by 2030, 
compared to 2005 levels, and achieving 50 per cent 
cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-
fossil fuel-based energy resources by that year. Such 
action will also help India usher in low emissions 
growth pathways. It will protect the interests of the 
country and safeguard its future development needs 
based on the principles and provisions of the 
UNFCCC.India at the 26th session of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP26) to the UNFCCC held in 
Glasgow, United Kingdom, expressed to intensify its 
climate action by presenting to the world five nectar 
elements (Panchamrit) of India’s climate action. This 
update to India’s existing NDC translates the 
‘Panchamrit’ announced at COP 26 into enhanced 
climate targets.  
 
 

Lok Sabha passes Wild Life (Protection) 
Amendment Bill, 2021 
 
The Lok Sabha passed the Wild Life (Protection) 
Amendment Bill 2021, which aims for better 
management of protected areas and provides for 
certain permitted activities such as grazing or 
movement of livestock, and bona fide use of drinking 
and household water by local communities. The bill 
was moved by the Minister of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav and was 
passed after discussion.  
What the bill tells about? 
The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill was first 
introduced in parliament in December last year to 
amend the law that regulates the protection of wild 
animals, birds, and plants in the country. The 
amendment is introduced to increase the species 
protected under the law. The bill aims to further 
implement CITES, an international agreement signed 
between governments in 1973 to ensure that 
international trade in wild animals and plants does not 
threaten the species. The convention classifies plans 
and animal species into three categories based on 
threat assessments. The new bill will ensure that the 
government designates a management authority to 
provide export, and import permits for species, and a 
scientific authority to advise the government on it. 
The bill also provides powers to the central 
government to regulate and stop the import, trade, 
possession, or proliferation of invasive alien species. 
These are plant and animal species not native to India 
and their introduction could affect the wildlife balance 
and its habitat. Meanwhile, the act also empowers 
state governments to declare areas adjacent to national 
parks and sanctuaries as a conservation reserve for the 
protection of plants and animal species. The 
government said that the Act entrusts the Chief Wild 
Life Warden to control, manage and maintain all 
sanctuaries in a state and that the actions must be in 
accordance with the management plans for the 
sanctuary. The bill also has provisions for 
imprisonment and penalty for violation of the Act. 
The amendment bill was first introduced in Parliament 
on December 17, 2021, after which it was sent to a 
standing committee on December 25 of the same year. 
The committee submitted its report on April 21, 2022, 
after which it was introduced in the Lok Sabha for 
discussion and passed. 
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West Bengal to get 7 new districts, total number to 
increase to 30 
 
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has 
announced that the state would get seven new 
districts, raising the total number of districts to 30. 
The new districts will be Berhampore, Kandi, 
Sunderbans, Bashirhat, Ichamati, Ranaghat and 
Bishnupur. The decision was taken to ensure smooth 
administrative operations. At present, the state has a 
total of 23 districts. 
West Bengal:  
 Capital: Kolkata 
 Governor: La. Ganesan 
 Chief minister: Mamata Banerjee 
 
Tamil Nadu rolls out ‘Chief Minister’s Breakfast 
Scheme’ 
 
Tamil Nadu government has issued an order to 
implement the first phase of the Chief Minister’s 
Breakfast Scheme at 1,545 government primary 
schools for the benefit of over 1.14 lakh children in 
Classes I-V during 2022-23. The cost would be Rs. 
33.56 crores. Breakfast consisting of a meal with 
sambar and vegetables will be provided to children in 
all working schools. Every student is to be provided a 
150-500 gram breakfast with sambar with vegetables. 
On two days, the breakfast will be made of millets. 
More than 43,600 students studying in schools in 
Municipal Corporations, more than 17,400 studying in 
those in Municipalities, more than 42,800 in village 
panchayat limits and more than 10,100 students in 
remote and hilly areas would benefit under the 
scheme, which is said to be “first-of-its-kind in the 
country.” The noon meal scheme saw improvements 
and it evolved into the nutritious meal scheme. The 
food scheme for school children is set to move up to 
the next level now in his party-led government’s 
tenure. 
Tamil Nadu: 
 Capital: Chennai 
 Chief Minister: MK Stalin 
 Governor: RN Ravi 
 
Karnataka, Maharashtra highest FDI states in 
India in FY 2021-22 
 
Karnataka and Maharashtra were the highest FDI 
states in India in Financial Year 2021-2022, as per 

recent statement from the union government. While 
Karnataka recieved 37.55 percent of the FDI equity 
inflows in India, Maharashtra received 26.26 percent 
of the FDI inflows in India in FY 2021-22. The 
highest FDI in India was from two countries 
Singapore and USA in FY 2021-22, with Singapore 
accounting for 27.01 percent of the FDI equity inflows 
in India and US with 17.94 percent. These two 
countries emerged as top 2 sourcing nations in FDI 
equity flows into India in the financial year, followed 
by Mauritius with 15.98 percent FDI, Netherland with 
7.86 percent FDI and Switzerland with 7.31 percent 
FDI in India. India also improved its position by one 
place to jump to the 7th position among the top 20 
host economies for 2021, as per the UNCTAD World 
Investment Report (WIR) 2022 after analysis of global 
FDI inflow trends. 
 
Top 5 sectors with highest FDI Equity Inflow in FY 
2021-22  
1. Computer Software & Hardware -24.60% 
2. Services Sector (Insurance, Banking, Non 
Fin/Business, Outsourcing, R&D, Courier, Tech. 
Testing and Analysis) -12.13% 
3. Automobile Industry -11.89% 
4. Trading-7.72% 
5. Construction (Infrastructure) Activities -5.52% 
 
Top 5 states with highest FDI Inflow during FY 
2021-22  
1. Karnataka -37.55% 
2. Maharashtra -26.26% 
3. Delhi -13.93% 
4. Tamil Nadu - 5.10% 
5. Haryana- 4.76% 
 
PM Narendra Modi to launch international bullion 
exchange 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the 
country's first international bullion exchange at 
Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City). 
He will also lay the foundation stone of the unified 
regulator International Financial Services Centres 
Authority's headquarters building. GIFT City is India's 
maiden International Financial Services Centre 
(IFSC). Also, the prime minister will launch NSE 
IFSC-SGX Connect. Under this system, all orders on 
Nifty derivatives placed by members of Singapore 
Exchange Limited (SGX) will be routed to and 
matched on the NSE-IFSC order matching and trading 
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platform. The connect platform will deepen liquidity 
in derivative markets at GIFT-IFSC.
Gujarat
 Capital: Gandhinagar
 Governor: Acharya Devvrat
 Chief minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel

Govt plans to scrap 80-year-old Coffee Act, bring 
Bill to promote industry

The Centre plans to repeal the existing 80-year old 
Coffee Act and has proposed a new “Coffee 
(Promotion and Development Bill), 2022” to promote 
development of the Indian coffee industry. Through a 
new law, the government aims to modernise the 
functioning of the Coffee Board of India that is 
responsible for boosting production and the quality of 
Indian coffee, push exports and support the 
development of the domestic market. The existing law 
was enacted in 1942, with provisions relevant to that 
time. Currently, many rules and regulations, especially 
those pertaining to the marketing of coffee, are 
redundant. Besides, over the past 10 years, there has 
been a paradigm shift in the way coffee is grown, 
marketed and consumed. The new bill addresses 
several functional areas of the Coffee Board, such as 
support for production, research, extension, and 
quality improvement, promotion of coffee and skill 
development of growers. Many such activities were 
originally not included in the mandate of the Coffee 
Board but now need to be incorporated into its 
functions and powers. The Bill will also protect the 
interests of the labour in plantations, processing units 
and coffee communities. The Bill will promote ease of 
doing business by simplifying documentation and 
procedures, including replacing the existing five-year 
validity of Registration cum Membership Certificate 

(RCMC) with a one-time exporter registration and 
bringing in a one-time registration of curing units. 
Curing is a process that prepares coffee beans for the 
market. There will be a time-bound procedure in the 
Bill for issuing the Registration Certificate.

Govt amends Flag Code of India

The central government amended the Flag Code of 
India to allow the national flag of India to be flown 
during the day and night. Earlier, the tricolour could 
only be hoisted between sunrise and sunset. The 
national flag of India can now remain hoisted 
throughout the night as well as long as it is open. This 
will give further impetus to the centre's Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign, under which PM Modi had urged 
all citizens to hoist the tricolour at their homes 
between August 13-15.

What is Flag Code of India?
The Flag Code of India is a set of laws, practices, 
instructions and conventions that concern the use, 
display and hoisting of the national flag of India. The 
Flag Code of India was brought into effect on January 
26, 2002. The Flag Code of India 2002 has been 
divided into three parts-
 Part 1- General description of the National Flag of

India
 Part 2- Display of National Flag by members of

public, private organisations and educational
institutions.

 Part 3-Display of National Flag by central, state
governments and their organisations and agencies.

Note: The tricolour shall be rectangular in shape and
length to heigth ratio would be 3:2. 



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

146

 
 
World`s FIRST-EVER fleet of hydrogen-powered 
train launched in Germany  
 
The world’s first fleet of hydrogen-powered passenger 
trains was launched by Germany. The first fleet of 
hydrogen-powered passenger trains has replaced 15 
diesel trains that were previously operated on 
nonelectrified tracks in Lower Saxony, Germany. The 
engine of the trains is powered by electricity 
generated using hydrogen fuel cells. The use of 
hydrogen is a clean alternative to fossil fuels as per 
the German government’s announcement. Lower 
Saxony has invested a total of 93 million euros for the 
first fleet of hydrogen-powered passenger train 
projects. This invitation is an excellent example and 
effort to make the economy of Germany greener. 
Key features: 
Alstom is a French company that manufactures trains, 
and these trains are operated by regional rail company 
LNVG on routes between the Northern towns of 
Cuxhaven, Bremerhaven, Bremervoerda, and 
Buxtehude. These trains have ranges up to 1000 
kilometers and a maximum speed of 140 kph. After 
the introduction of the first fleet of hydrogen-powered 
passenger trains, the hydrogen produced with 
renewable energy the trains will save up to 1.6 liters 
of diesel in a year. For now, hydrogen is produced as a 
byproduct of chemical processes, however, the 
German Specialty Gas Company Linde, plans to 
manufacture hydrogen using only renewable energy in 
the coming years. 
 
HAL to establish its first marketing office in 
Malaysia 
 
The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) inked a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to establish its 
first international marketing and sales office in Kuala 
Lumpur in anticipation of a potential agreement for 
the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas in Malaysia. 
The change has taken place because Tejas is being 
considered by Malaysia as a Fighter Lead-in Trainer 
(FLIT) aircraft for the Royal Malaysian Air Force. 
According to a statement from HAL, “the office in 
Kuala Lumpur would increase HAL‘s potential to 
obtain the agreement while also enabling them to 
fulfil other requirements of the Royal Malaysian Air 

Force (RMAF), such as the upgrading and repairing of 
the Russian Su-30s and British Hawk trainer aircraft. 
Details:  
As Tejas is being considered by Malaysia as a Fighter 
Lead-in Trainer (FLIT) aircraft for the Royal 
Malaysian Air Force, the move has occurred. 
Following a global tender released by the Malaysian 
Ministry of Defence in October 2021, HAL has made 
a proposal for the supply of 18 FLIT LCAs. The 
winner of the tender is anticipated to be revealed soon, 
and HAL anticipates winning because it satisfies all 
technical requirements. The serviceability of the 
RMAF’s Su-30 fleet has been challenging due to the 
current Russia-Ukraine war. According to the 
statement, HAL can simply expand its maintenance 
capabilities to Malaysia because it is one of the 
biggest makers of Su-30s. HAL is also considering 
offering the RMAF Su-30 spare parts. The Kuala 
Lumpur headquarters will serve as a hub for HAL to 
grow its services throughout all of South-East Asia, 
not only in Malaysia. The office in Malaysia will be 
the first one to be entirely focused on marketing and 
commercial development. The Kuala Lumpur office, 
nevertheless, won’t be HAL‘s first overseas location. 
It maintains offices in Moscow and London, but they 
are mostly used to coordinate existing agreements for 
Russian fighters and Hawk trainer planes. Egypt and 
HAL are in discussions possibly selling the LCA 
Tejas. India has promised to build a manufacturing 
plant in Egypt. 
 
Myanmar military rulers banned from ASEAN 
until peace plan progress 
 
Myanmar's military rulers have been barred from 
attending the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) meetings until they make progress on a 15-
month-old plan to address the crisis triggered by the 
military coup. The coup prompted a mass civil 
disobedience movement, protests and the formation of 
anti-coup armed groups in Myanmar. The military has 
also been accused of extrajudicial killings.  
ASEAN:  
ASEAN officially the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations is a political and economic union of 10 
member states in Southeast Asia, which promotes 
intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates 
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economic, political, security, military, educational, 
and sociocultural integration between its members and 
countries in Asia-Pacific.  
 Secretariat: Jakarta 
 Membership: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand, Vietnam 

 Secretary-General: Lim Jock Hoi (Brunei) 
 Chairmanship of ASEAN: Cambodia 
 
India to host a special meeting of UN Security 
Council Counter-Terrorism Committee in October 
2022 
 
India will host a special meeting on behalf of the UN 
Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee on 
October 29, 2022. The theme of the meeting will be 
“Mindful of the increasing threat posed by the misuse 
of new and emerging technologies.” The meeting will 
be attended by diplomats of the 15-nation UN 
Security Council. Current members of the Security 
Council Counter-Terrorism Committee are Albania, 
Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, India, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, 
Norway and the UAE, along with five permanent 
members China, France, Russia, the UK and the US. 
 
Zimbabwe launches gold coin as legal tender to 
tackle inflation and boost currency 
 
The central bank of Zimbabwe, the Reserve Bank of 
Zimbabwe, has announced the launch of gold coins as 
legal tender, to tackle the situation of increasing 
inflation in the country, and boost confidence in the 
local currency. The coin will be called Mosi-oa-
Tunya, which refers to Victoria Falls in the local 
Tonga language. The coins will have liquid asset 
status, which will make it capable of being easily 
converted to cash, and will be tradable locally and 
internationally. The central bank also disbursed 2,000 
coins to commercial banks. Any individual or 
company can buy the coins from authorised outlets 
such as banks. The decision to launch the gold coin as 
legal tender was taken by the government to moderate 
the very high demand for the US dollar, as the high 
demand is not being matched by supply.  
 
 
 
 
 

Zimbabwe: 
 Capital: Harare 
 Currency: United States Dollar 
 President: Emmerson Mnangagwa 
 
US Senate passes bipartisan bill to tackle chip 
shortage 
 
The US Senate passed a bill that aims to subsidise the 
country's semiconductor industry. The 'CHIPS and 
Science' Act will provide $52 billion worth of 
subsidies for the production of semiconductors. The 
legislation would also authorize more than $170 
billion over five years to boost U.S. scientific research 
to better compete with China. The bill, which has 
received bipartisan support in the Senate, will now be 
debated in the House of Representatives. This 
legislation is going to create good paying jobs, it will 
alleviate supply chains, it will help lower costs, and it 
will protect America’s national security interests. 
 
 
Bangladesh seeks $4.5 bn aid from IMF amid 
economic crisis: Report 
 
Bangladesh has sought a $4.5 billion loan from the 
International Monetary Fund, joining South Asian 
neighbours Pakistan and Sri Lanka in seeking help to 
cope with mounting pressure on their economies. 
Known for its big garment-exporting industry, 
Bangladesh has sought the funds for its balance of 
payment and budgetary needs, as well as for efforts to 
deal with climate change. The country's $416 billion 
economy has been one of the fastest-growing in the 
world for years, but rising energy and food prices 
because of the Russia-Ukraine war has inflated its 
import bill and the current account deficit. Atiur 
Rahman, a former central bank governor, welcomed 
any approach to the IMF, saying the country should 
seek long-term, low-interest rates from international 
institutes in exchange for broader economic reforms 
like having flexible bank interest rates. 
Bangladesh 
 Capital: Dhaka 
 Currency: Bangladeshi taka 
 President: Mohammad Abdul Hamid 
 Prime minister: Sheikh Hasina 
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Adani Group gets provisional nod for wind 
projects in Sri Lanka 
 
Adani Green Energy has been granted provisional 
approval by Sri Lanka for two wind projects for an 
investment of over $500 million. This is the first 
official confirmation of Adani Green Energy's 
investments in the island nation's energy sector. Adani 
Green Energy was issued provisional approvals for 
two wind projects of 286 MW in Mannar and 234 
MW in Pooneryn for an Investment of over $500 
million. 
 
Adani Green Energy Limited (AGEL):  
 Founded: 2015 
 Founder: Gautam Adani 
 Headquarters: Ahmedabad, India 
 
RBI imposes monetary penalty on Indian Bank 
and Jupiter Capital 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 
monetary penalty of Rs. 32 lakh on Indian Bank for 
breach of directions on classification and reporting of 
frauds. The decision was based on the Statutory 
Inspection for Supervisory Evaluation (ISE) of the 
bank conducted by RBI with reference to its financial 
position as on March 31, 2019. The Risk Assessment 
Report, Inspection Report and all related 
correspondence revealed that Indian Bank was in 
violation of certain provisions of RBI (Fraud 
classification and reporting by commercial banks and 
select FIs) Directions, 2016. The bank failed to 
comply with the above-mentioned directions, and 
even furnished flash report to RBI in certain instances 
with delay. Apart from this, RBI has also imposed a 
penalty of Rs 82 lakh on Jupiter Capital Private Ltd, a 
non-bank lender based in Bengaluru. The penalty has 
been levied for breach of norms on submission of 
credit information to Central Repository of 
Information on Large Credits, and submission of 
credit information data to Credit Information 
Companies. 
 
RBI hikes repo rate by 50 bps to 5.40% in its third 
hike in 4 months 
 

On the basis of an assessment of the current and 
evolving macroeconomic situation, the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) at its meeting decided to 
increase the policy repo rate under the liquidity 
adjustment facility (LAF) by 50 basis points to 5.40 
per cent with immediate effect. Consequently, the 
standing deposit facility (SDF) rate stands adjusted to 
5.15 per cent and the marginal standing facility (MSF) 
rate and the Bank Rate to 5.65 per cent. 
Note: The SDF represents the lower band of the 
interest rate corridor and the MSF the higher. The 
latest rate action takes the total tally of rate hikes since 
May to 140 basis points. The RBI retained its CPI 
inflation forecast of 6.7 per cent for the current 
financial year, with risks evenly balanced. The June 
inflation print was at 7.01 per cent. The RBI’s 
medium-term target for CPI inflation is 4 per cent. 
Reason behind: Upside risks to domestic inflation 
increased significantly after Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in late February led to a sharp rise in global 
commodity prices. The MPC retained the real GDP 
growth forecast of 7.2 per cent for the current 
financial year. GDP growth for the first quarter of the 
next financial year is seen at 6.7 per cent. 
 
Bandhan Bank opens currency chest in Patna 
 
Bandhan Bank opened its first currency chest in 
Deedargunj, Patna. As per the bank, this currency 
chest will assist individuals, MSMEs, and small 
business owners by supplying currency notes to bank 
branches and ATMs as needed. The currency chest 
would provide storage for the bank branches, which 
will also benefit from Patna’s frequent cash 
transactions. In this fiscal year, the bank intends to 
establish more than 530 additional bank locations 
throughout the nation. The distribution of the new 
branches will mostly be in North, West, and South 
India. 
Note: Currency chests are branches of selected banks 
authorised by the RBI to stock rupee notes and coins. 
Bandhan Bank: 
 MD and CEO: C S Ghosh 
 Headquarters: Kolkata 
 Founder: Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 
 Founded: 2001 
 Chairperson: Anup Kumar Sinha 
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Union Cabinet approves BSNL revival plan worth 
Rs 1.64 trillion 
 
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, the Union Minister of 
Railways, Communications, Electronics and 
Information Technology, said that the Union Cabinet 
approved the Rs. 1.64 lakh crore revival package for 
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL). Package 
announced by the government in 2019 has contributed 
to stabilising BSNL’s financial situation.  The loss of 
clients has come to an end.  
Specific Details: 
Revenue that was declining has stabilised at Rs 19,000 
crore thanks to a resuscitation package that the union 
cabinet authorised. The proposed package includes 
three components: Better services, A de-stressed 
balance sheet, Fibre network development. The 
cabinet has accepted a proposal to convert Rs 33,000 
crore in statutory dues into equity as part of the de-
stressing of the balance sheet, and an equal amount of 
bank loans will be repaid through the issuance of low-
interest bonds. A plan to combine BSNL and Bharat 
Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) was also 
approved by the federal cabinet. Through this merger, 
BSNL would have access to 5. 67 lakh kilometres of 
extra optical fibre that have been installed throughout 
1. 85 lakh village panchayats nationwide with the help 
of the country’s Universal Service Obligation Fund 
(USOF). BSNL now operates an optical fibre cable 
network that spans more than 6. 83 lakh kilometres.  
 
US Federal Reserve hikes interest rates by 0. 75% 
for the 2nd consecutive time 
 
The US Federal Reserve System raised its benchmark 
interest rate by 0. 75% for the second straight time, 
matching the largest increase since 1994.  The move 
will raise its key rate to a range of 2. 25% to 2. 5%, its 
highest level since 2018.  This comes after annual 
inflation in US hit a new four-decade high of 9. 1% in 
June.  
 
Piramal Enterprises gets RBI nod to start NBFC 
business 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given the 
organisation permission to begin conducting business 
as an NBFC to Piramal Enterprises. The licence is 
required to start an NBFC that does not accept public 
deposits.  RBI has granted the company a certificate 

of registration allowing it to start operating as a non-
banking financial institution without taking deposits 
from the general public.The company gained 
agreement from the shareholders to demerge its 
pharmaceuticals division and streamline its corporate 
structure, the RBI granted its approval. The company 
paid Rs 34,250 crore to buy Dewan Housing Finance 
(DHFL). The company had previously stated that the 
acquisition will increase the retail loan book by up to 
five times, hence diversifying Piramal Enterprises’ 
loan book towards retail financing.  
 
IMF cuts India's GDP growth forecast for current 
financial year by 80 bps to 7. 4% 
 
The IMF has cut India’s growth forecast for 2022 
down by 80 bps to 7. 4%, reflecting less favourable 
external conditions and more rapid monetary policy 
tightening. In April, the multilateral agency had 
estimated India’s GDP to grow at 8. 2%. For 2023 as 
well, it had revised the growth estimate downward by 
80 basis points to 6. 1%.  In its latest World Economic 
Outlook (WEO), the agency ruled out the possibility 
of a global recession this year but warned that the risk 
of a recession was prominent next year.  
 
Union Minister Parshottam Rupala launches 
NDDB’s subsidiary for manure management 
 
Union Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying Parshottam Rupala has launched NDDB 
MRIDA Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
company of National Dairy Development Board to 
take forward manure management initiatives across 
the country. National Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB) has established NDDB MRIDA Limited, an 
Unlisted Public Limited Company under the 
Companies Act, 2013 on 1st of July this year. NDDB 
MRIDA Ltd will open avenues of additional income 
to dairy farmers from sale of slurry or dung. It will 
help in savings to the farmers by virtue of replacement 
of cooking fuel with biogas.  The manure management 
initiatives have potential to generate biogas equivalent 
to 50 per cent of India’s present LPG consumption 
and  also produce bio slurry equivalent to 44 per cent 
of India’s NPK requirement.  
National Dairy Development Board:  
 Chairman: Meenesh Shah 
 Founded: July 1965 
 Founder: Dr Verghese Kurien       
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Bharti-backed OneWeb to merge with France's 
Eutelsat  
 
Bharti Global-backed satellite company OneWeb has 
signed a memorandum of understanding with France's 
Eutelsat to merge the companies in an all-share 
transaction.  The transaction will value OneWeb at $3. 
4 billion.  Eutelsat will combine its 36-strong fleet of 
geosynchronous (GEO) satellites with OneWeb’s 
constellation of 648 Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites, 
of which 428 are currently in orbit. OneWeb’s 
Executive Chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal would be the 
co-chairman of the combined listed entity and Shravin 
Bharti Mittal would be the second Bharti Director. 
OneWeb India will also become a subsidiary of the 
Eutelsat joint venture post-FDI (foreign direct 
investment) clearances.  
OneWeb:  
Bharti Global, Eutelsat and the Government of the 
United Kingdom are the company's largest 
shareholders.  
 Founded: 2012 
 Founder: Greg Wyler 
 Headquarters: London, England, UK 
 CEO: Neil Masterson 
 
Wipro wins five-year contract from Nokia for 
digital transformation 
 
Wipro Ltd. , a company with its headquarters in 
Bengaluru, announced the signing of a new, five-year 
contract for digital transformation with Nokia of 
Finland. The new contract expands on a connection 
that was first formed more than 20 years ago.  Wipro 
will provide business services in support of Nokia‘s 
updated operating model, putting a special emphasis 
on process optimization, touchless processing, and 
improved user and customer experience across order 
management, supply chain, finance, and accounting 
operations. Even though an official statement the 
agreement was released, Wipro highlighted that it had 
mentioned the deal in the press release released along 
with the financial results of FY22 without mentioning 
the client or providing term or size information.  
Wipro: 
 Founder: H.  Hasham Premji 
 CEO: Thierry Delaporte 

 Chairman: Azim Premji 
Nokia: 
 Founder: Fredrik Idestam, Eduard Polón and Leo 

Mechelin 
 Chairman: Sari Baldauf 
 Headquarter: Espoo, Finland 
 
ADB and Indian Govt signs 96. 3 million dollar 
loan agreement  
 
The Asian Development Bank and the Indian 
Govenment signed a 96. 3-million-dollar loan 
agreement to provide safe drinking water and improve 
water supply and sanitation services in Himachal 
Pradesh.  After signing the loan agreement Additional 
Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs Rajat 
Kumar Mishra said, the project is aligned with the 
objectives of Jal Jeevan Mission which aims to 
provide piped water to all rural households by 2024.  
The project will upgrade water supply infrastructure to 
ensure safe, sustainable and inclusive rural water 
supply and sanitation services.  Country Director for 
ADB in India Takeo Konishi said, ADB's involvement 
in the project will provide water management best 
practices and strengthen institutional capacity.  The 
ADB project will connect more than 75 thousand 
households to provide uninterrupted water supply to 3 
lakh 70 thousand residents across 10 districts.  To 
improve water supply and sanitation services, the 
project aims to construct 48 groundwater wells, 109 
water treatment plants, 117 pumping stations and 
3000 kilometers of water distribution pipelines.  
 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment signs 
MoU to provide medical packages to Transgenders  
 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment signed a 
MOU with National Health Authority for providing 
comprehensive medical package to transgender 
people.   All health benefits which include general 
health provisions as well as gender re-affirmation 
surgery shall be available for transgender persons in 
the health benefits package under Ayushman Bharat 
Yojana.  Under this initiative, each transgender person 
shall receive a medical cover of 5 lakh rupees per 
year.  The Comprehensive package would cover all 
aspects of transition-related healthcare for 
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Transgender persons.  It shall also provide coverage of 
hormone therapy, and gender reaffirmation surgery.   
What is LGBTQIA+? 
LGBTQIA+ is an abbreviation for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, intersex, 
asexual, and more.  These terms are used to describe a 
person’s sexual orientation or gender identity.  
 
Paytm and Samsung collaborate to deploy smart 
PoS devices across India 
 
Digital financial services firm Paytm said it partnered 
with Samsung stores across India to facilitate smart 
payments as well as its loan service Paytm Postpaid 
through deployment of point of sale devices. The 
partnership will enable consumers purchasing 
Samsung devices -- laptops, smartphones, television, 
smart watches etc -- from any authorised store in the 
country to pay through Paytm payment instruments, 
including UPI, wallet, buy now pay later scheme, 
debit cards and credit cards. Paytm through its 
postpaid or buy-now-pay-later service will provide 
credit limit of up to Rs 60,000 per month.  It will also 
give customers an option to avail personal loan of up 
to Rs 2 lakh through financial institution partners of 
Paytm, according to the company statement. Paytm 
claims to be the leader in offline payments, having 
deployed 4. 1 million devices across the country as of 
July 2022.  
Paytm: 
 MD and CEO: Vijay Shekhar Sharma 
 Founded: August 2010 
 Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India.  
 
UP, Deloitte India sign MoU to meet state's $1 
trillion economy target 
 
The Uttar Pradesh government appointed Deloitte 
India as a consultant to meet the target of lifting the 
state's economy to $1 trillion.  A Memorandum of 
Understanding with Deloitte India was signed in Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath's presence in Lucknow.  By 
2027, Uttar Pradesh will become a benchmark for the 
policy of "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas". The Uttar 
Pradesh government had on July 19 decided to 
appoint Deloitte India as a consultant.  The decision 
was taken on the recommendation of a high-powered 
committee in a meeting of the council of ministers 
chaired by Adityanath. Within the next 90 days, 
Deloitte India should present a future action plan with 

a thorough deliberation after conducting a sector-wise 
study. The action plan will be examined by a high-
level committee headed by the chief secretary.  It will 
also be reviewed by a group of ministers.  
Deloitte:  
 Founded: 1845 
 Founder: William Welch Deloitte 
 Headquarters: London, England, UK 
 Chairperson: Sharon Thorne 
 CEO: Punit Renjen 
 
India and Maldives sign six agreements  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of 
Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih held one on one, 
restricted and delegation level talks in New Delhi. 
Both sides reviewed bilateral ties and discussed ways 
to strengthen linkages in areas of development 
partnership, trade, connectivity and P2P ties, among 
others. They reviewed projects for the construction of 
4,000 social housing units in Greater Male. Six 
agreements were exchanged following the delegation 
level talks in areas including cyber security, disaster 
management, and infrastructure. The India Maldives 
development cooperation including Addu roads and 
reclamation, water and sanitation in 34 islands and 
Friday Mosque restoration projects was reviewed. Mr 
Solih is the first Head of State or Government to meet 
President Droupadi Murmu. Development cooperation 
has evolved as a central pillar and large and mid level 
projects are being executed which are benefiting the 
people of Male.  Trade has grown tremendously by 31 
per cent despite COVID.  
Note: PM Modi even announced a Line of Credit of 
USD 100 million (one million = 10 lakh) for 
Maldives, for the completion of development projects 
in a time-bound manner.  
Maldives:  
 President: Ibrahim Mohamed Solih  
 Capital: Maale City 
 Currency: Maldivian rufiyaa 
 
India has signed Bilateral Air Service Agreement 
with 116 countries 
 
Any designated foreign airline can operate to/from a 
point in India if it is designated as a point of call in the 
bilateral Air Services Agreement (ASA) signed 
between India and the country which has designated 
the airline.  India has signed ASAs with 116 foreign 
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countries.  Indian designated carriers are free to mount 
scheduled operations to/from any international airport, 
including Kannur International Airport, under the 
ambit of bilateral ASAs concluded by India with 
foreign countries. Currently, due to significant 
imbalance in the number of points of call in favour of 
foreign carriers, the Government of India is not 
granting any non-metro airport as a new point of call 
to any foreign carrier for the purpose of operating 
passenger services.  
What is ASA? 
Such agreements provide the basis for airlines of the 
countries involved to provide international air services 
for passengers, cargo and mail. Through air service 
agreements, any country develops a procompetitive 
operating environment for their airline services 
between the host and foreign countries.   
 
Indian, Malaysian bodies ink pact to promote palm 
oil 
 
The Malaysian Palm Oil Council (MPOC) and the 
Indian Vegetable Oil Producers’ Association (IVPA) 
have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
to expand their cooperation in promoting the usage of 
palm oil. The MoU is anticipated to increase 
collaboration in areas of shared interest and to 
advance the production and consumption of palm oil 
from Malaysia and palm oil with the MSPO 
certification. Through cooperative actions and 
assistance for product and market development, it 
would advance the interests of producers, processors, 
users, and consumers.  
 
India and Egypt sign MoU to set up a green 
hydrogen plant with investments of $8 billion 
 
Egypt and an Indian company have signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to construct a 
green hydrogen factory in the Suez Canal Economic 
Zone, according to a cabinet announcement.  The 
MoU states that Indian ReNew Power Private Limited 
(RENE. BO) will invest $8 billion to construct a 
facility that will create 20,000 tonnes of green 
hydrogen annually.  
More Details: 
According to the Chairman of the renewable energy 
company, ReNew Power and the Egyptian 
government signed a preliminary deal to invest up to 
$8 billion to create green hydrogen there. ReNew is 

one of numerous Indian businesses exploring the 
potential of green hydrogen, which is thought to be 
essential for decarbonizing difficult-to-reduce heavy 
industries. In the upcoming years, ReNew plans to 
generate 2,20,000 tonnes of the clean fuel yearly in 
Egypt with backing from investors including the 
Goldman Sachs Group and the Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority.  
 
ANC and AAI to boost inter-island connectivity 
under Udaan Scheme 
 
An MoU was signed by Andaman Nicobar Command 
and Airport Authority of India in Port Blair to boost 
inter-island connectivity under Udaan Scheme.  As 
per the MoU, naval airfields at Shibpur (in Diglipur) 
in North Andaman and in Campbell Bay will be 
utilized for civil operations.  Passenger flights will be 
connecting Port Blair directly to Diglipur and 
Campbell Bay, the two extreme corners of the 
archipelago. The MoU was signed by Jameel Khaliq, 
Director, Port Blair Airport and Commanding Officers 
INS Kohasaa and INS Baaz i. e.  Capt.  Satish Mishra 
and Capt.  Jitendra Navet.  Now the bidding process 
for operating flights will be initiated.  This would 
pave the way for infrastructure development and 
passenger terminals on these remote islands. A low-
cost 20-passenger flight to be operated between these 
islands as per the vision of the Udaan Scheme. 
Presently, Heli services are available to Diglipur and 
Campbell in a very limited capacity.  Diglipur is the 
third most populous town in Andaman while a major 
transshipment port is to come up in Campbell Bay. 
Having a direct flight from Port Blair to Diglipur and 
Campbell will reduce the hardship of daily 
passengers, especially in case of emergency.  This will 
also boost tourism growth in the islands.  
 
Tata Steel signs MoU with AUS  
 
Tata Steel has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Bengaluru startup, Aarav 
Unmanned Systems (AUS), for drone-based mining 
solutions for effective mining operations.  Tata Steel 
will also work jointly with AUS to provide exclusive 
drone-based solutions, including mine analytics and 
geo-technical mapping, to Tata Steel group companies 
across mining locations in India.This collaboration 
will focus on safety, efficiency and productivity of 
open cast mining operations.      
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Liberty Medal to be awarded to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy  
 
The Liberty Medal 2022 will be awarded to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.  President Zelenskyy 
has bravely led the Ukrainian people in their defence 
of freedom against Russian tyranny, and his courage 
has inspired people around the world to defend liberal 
democracy and the rule of law.  Zelenskyy, who has 
served as the nation’s president since May 2019, has 
also been the recipient of awards such as the Ronald 
Reagan Freedom Award and the John F.  Kennedy 
Profile in Courage Award as well as honours from the 
governments of the Czech Republic, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia.  
Liberty Medal: 
The Liberty Medal, established in 1988 to mark the U. 
S.  Constitution’s bicentennial, is presented to 
individuals who strive to secure the blessings of 
liberty for people around the globe.  Recent recipients 
have included Supreme Court justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Anthony Kennedy, Sen.  John McCain, 
Rep.  John Lewis and Malala Yousafzai.  
 
Fahmida Azim wins 2022 Pulitzer prize in 
Illustrated Reporting  
 
Bangladesh-born Fahmida Azim working for the 
Insider online magazine of United States has been 
selected for the 2022 Pulitzer prize under the category 
of Illustrated Reporting and Commentary.  She is 
among the four journalists including Anthony Del 
Col, Josh Adams and Walt Hickey of Insider being 
published from New York, selected for their work on 
the Chinese oppression of the Uyghurs.  The work ‘I 
escaped a Chinese internment Camp’ has illustrations 
by Fahmida Azim.  The first-ever Bangladeshi-born 
American illustrator and storyteller winning the most 
prestigious prize in Journalism.  Fahmida Azim was 
born in Bangladesh and now settled in the US.  She is 
an illustrator and story teller.  Her work centers on 
themes of identity, culture and autonomy.  Her art 
works have been seen in several international journals 
like the NPR, Glamour, Scientific American, The 
Intercept, Vice, The New York Times among others.  
She has illustrated a number of books including her 

own notable project ‘Muslim Women Are 
Everything’.  
Pulitzer prize:  
 Awarded for: Excellence in newspaper 

journalism, literary achievements, musical 
composition 

 Country: United States 
 Presented by: Columbia University 
 First awarded: 1917 
 
Angela Merkel wins Unesco Peace Prize for 'efforts 
to welcome refugees'  
 

Former German chancellor Angela Merkel has been 
awarded the 2022 Unesco Peace Prize for "her efforts 
to welcome refugees".  All the members of the jury 
were touched by her courageous decision in 2015 to 
welcome more than 1. 2 million refugees, notably 
from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and Eritrea.  The 
director general of the UN cultural organization, 
Audrey Azoulay, also praised Merkel, saying her win 
serves as a reminder "that the way in which we treat 
migrants and refugees is a critical issue".  The honour, 
which is officially called Felix Houphouet-Boigny-
Unesco Peace Prize, is named after the former 
president of Ivory Coast.  It has been awarded each 
year since 1989 to individuals, organisations or 
institutions that have made a special effort to promote, 
research or secure peace.  In accordance with the 
United Nations Charter and the UNESCO 
Constitution, the prize was established in 1989 to 
recognise a person, an organisation, or a private or 
governmental body that has made a major contribution 
to the promotion, study, safeguarding, or maintenance 
of peace.  
UNESCO 
 Headquarters: Paris, France 
 Founded: 16 November 1945 
 Director General: Audrey Azoulay 
 Parent organization: United Nations 
 Subsidiary: International Committee of Slavists 
 

Shashi Tharoor honoured with the Highest French 
Civilian Honour 
 
French Government has decided to bestow the highest 
French civilian honour - Chevalier de la Legion 

Awards & Recognitions 
 

Awards & Recognition
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d'Honneur to Senior Congress leader and 
Thiruvananthapuram MP Shashi Tharoor. The French 
Government has decided to award Congress leader for 
his writings and speeches.  The honour will be 
conferred to him when any one of the French 
Ministers visits India. In 2010, Shashi Tharoor 
received an honour from the Spanish Government, the 
‘Royal and Distinguished Spanish Order of Charles 
III’, established by the King of Spain Charles III to 
reward people for their actions benefiting the country 
and the Crown. Before Mr Thaoor, several prominent 
names from India have been honoured with the French 
Highest Civilian Honour Chevalier de la Legion 
d'Honneur.  Azim Premji, Amitabh Bachchan, Shah 
Rukh Khan, and Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw are some of 
the Indians who have received it.   
What is Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur? 
The Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the 
National Order of the French Legion of Honour) was 
constituted by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognise 
outstanding contributions to the recipient’s field of 
expertise, regardless of their nationality.  Chevalier de 
la Legion d’Honneur was constituted in 1802 as the 
highest civilian award given by the French Republic.   
 
Late Kannada superstar Puneeth Rajkumar to be 
conferred Karnataka Ratna posthumously 
 
Karnataka Chief Minister, Basavaraj Bommai has 
announced that Kannada film star Puneeth Rajkumar, 
who died last year, will be conferred with the 
‘Karnataka Ratna’ award posthumously. On 
November 1, which happens to be Kannada 
Rajyotsava, the state’s formation day.  He will be the 
10th recipient of the state’s highest civilian honour 
Considered the Kannada cinema’s reigning star, 
Puneeth, the youngest of five children of Kannada 
matinee idol Dr Rajkumar, died of a cardiac arrest on 
October 29 at the age of 46.   
Interestingly, Puneeth’s late father Rajkumar is among 
the first recipients of the Karnataka Ratna award in 
1992, along with poet Kuvempu.  
Karnataka Ratna: 
The Karnataka Ratna was last awarded to Dr Virendra 
Heggade for social service in 2009.  Other recipients 
of the award are S Nijalingappa (Politics), CNR Rao 
(Science), Dr.  Devi Prasad Shetty (Medical), 
Bhimsen Joshi (Music), Shivakumara Swamiji (Social 
Service), and Dr J Javaregowda (Education & 
Literature).  

Aarya Walvekar crowned Miss India USA for 2022 
 
Aarya Walvekar, an Indian American teenager from 
Virginia, has been crowned Miss India USA 2022 at 
the annual beauty pageant held in New Jersey. 
Walvekar represented USA’s capital Washington DC 
at the contest which saw 74 contestants representing 
30 states for three different pageants – Miss India 
USA, Mrs India USA and Miss Teen India USA. 
Saumya Sharma, a second-year premedical student at 
the University of Virginia, was declared first runner 
up and Sanjana Chekuri of New Jersey was the second 
runner-up. This year marks the 40th anniversary of the 
pageant which is the longest-running Indian pageant 
outside of India. Walvekar represented Washington 
DC at the contest. The Miss India USA 2022 is the 
40th anniversary of the annual beauty pageant. It is 
also the longest-running Indian Pageant outside of 
India. The event was started by New York-based 
Indian- Americans Dharmatma and Neelam Saran 
under the banner of Worldwide Pageants. Akshi Jain 
from Washington has crowned Mrs India USA and 
Tanvi Grover from New York was crowned Miss 
Teen India USA.  
 
Centre to release postal stamp on Pingali 
Venkayya, designer of India's national flag 
 
August 02, 2022 marks the 146th birth anniversary of 
Pingali Venkayya, the designer of India’s national 
flag. To mark the birth anniversary of Pingali 
Venkayya, the Government of India will release a 
special commemorative postage stamp in his honor for 
his invaluable contribution to the country. The stamp 
will be released by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
during an event “Tiranga Utsav” organised by the 
Ministry of Culture at Indira Gandhi Stadium, in New 
Delhi, on the occasion of his 146th Birth Anniversary.  
The event will also display the original design of the 
national flag made by Pingali Venkayya.  The current 
flag is the modified version of the first design of the 
flag. The Tiranga Utsav will also witness the grand 
launch of the “Har Ghar Tiranga” anthem and video.  
Venkayya, born on August 02, 1876, near 
Machilipatnam town in Andhra Pradesh, was a 
freedom fighter and a follower of Gandhian 
principles.  
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Vice President Venkaiah Naidu presents 
President's colour to Tamil Nadu Police

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu presented the 
President's colour to the Tamil Nadu Police and  
released a Special Cover to honour the occasion. The 
President’s Colour is the highest honour given to the 
military, paramilitary and police forces of States and 
Union Territories. The Tamil Nadu state Police 
receiving the prestigious colour as the first in 
Southern India. The State ranks second in the list of 
more women in the police force and observed that the 
State was the first to create a women commando 
force. The Vice President appreciated the formation of 
the  State Marine Police Force to prevent crimes and 
protect the 1076 km long coastline of Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu is the only State to have a police unit to 
investigate smuggling of idols and statues.

UK PM Boris Johnson gives Churchill award to 
Ukraine Prez Zelenskyy

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson presented 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy with the 
Sir Winston Churchill Leadership Award, drawing 

comparisons between the two leaders in times of 
crises. Zelenskyy accepted the award by video link 
during a ceremony at Johnson's London office that 
was attended by members of the Churchill family, 
Ukrainian Ambassador Vadym Prystaiko and 
Ukrainians who have received training from British 
soldiers. Johnson recalled how Zelenskyy confirmed 
on February 24 that Russia had invaded, adding: In 
that moment of supreme crisis, you faced a test of 
leadership that was, in its way, as severe as Churchill's 
challenge in 1940. The Churchill leadership award 
was first presented in 2006. Past recipients include 
Prince Charles, former British Prime Ministers 
Margaret Thatcher and John Major, and former US 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright.

Ukraine
 Capital: Kyiv
 President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy
 Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia
 Prime minister: Denys Shmyhal
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Antim Panghal becomes India’s First-Ever U-20 
World Wrestling Champion  
 
Antim Panghal, a 17-year-old wrestler from Haryana 
created history by being crowned as India’s First-Ever 
U-20 World Wrestling Champion.  She defeated 
Kazakhstan's Atlyn Shagayeva in a match she 
completely dominated with a score of 8-0 win.  The 
U-20 World Wrestling Championship was being held 
in Sofia, Bulgaria.  Antim’s feat is history as it was 
the first time in the 34-year long history of the 
tournament that an Indian girl has bagged the top 
position to become U-20 World Wrestling Champion.  
India ended their campaign at U-20 World Wrestling 
Championship with a total of 16 Medals across 
different categories.  This included a gold medal, four 
silver medals, and 11 bronze medals.   
 
Indian men's volleyball team wins bronze medal in 
14th Asian U-18 Championship 
 
Indian men's volleyball team won bronze medal by 
defeating Korea 3-2 in the 14th Asian U-18 
Championship in Tehran.  South Korea, who was the 
1999 Champions and silver medallists at the previous 
edition, had already suffered defeat in the hands of 
India in straight sets in the pool stage.  However, this 
is not the first time, India has won a medal in this 
event.  In 2003, India won its first medal after 
defeating Iran to secure gold.  Ever since, India has 
always come close to gold but has never it.  From 
2005-2008, India has won two bronze and one silver 
medal, while coming a close fourth in 2010.  Kush 
Singh, Dhurvil Patel, Shekhar Turan, Kabilan, Aryan 
and the libero, Yaman Khatik contributed to the 
Indian performance in winning bronze.  The Indian U-
18 team has qualified along with Japan, Iran, and 
South Korea for the FIVB World U-19 Men’s 
Volleyball Championship.   Japan clinched the gold 
after beating Iran in the final match in straight sets.  
 

R Praggnanandhaa defeats world number one 
Carlsen again 
 

India's 17-year-old Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa 
defeated world number one Magnus Carlsen in his last 
match at FTX Crypto Cup in Miami.   

This year, Praggnanandhaa had also defeated Carlsen 
at the Airthings Masters in February and at Chessable 
Masters in May. Praggnanandhaa finished FTX 
Crypto Cup as the runner-up with 15 points, while 
Carlsen won the tournament with 16 points.  
R Praggnanandhaa:  
Rameshbabu "Pragg" Praggnanandhaa (born 10 
August 2005) is an Indian chess grandmaster.  A chess 
prodigy, he earned the international master title at the 
age of 10, the youngest at the time to do so, and the 
grandmaster title at age 12, the second-youngest at the 
time to do so.  On 22 February 2022, at the age of 16, 
he became the youngest player ever to defeat current 
world champion Magnus Carlsen, when he beat 
Carlsen in a rapid game at the Airthings Masters 
Rapid Chess Tournament.  
 
Coric beats Tsitsipas to become lowest-ranked 
player to claim a Masters Trophy 
 
Borna Coric defeated fourth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas 7-
6 (0), 6-2 to win the ATP Cincinnati Masters and 
become the lowest-ranked player to ever lift a Masters 
trophy. In 2014, Boran Coric was the youngest player 
in the Top 100 of the year-end ATP Rankings.  The 
next year, he was the youngest player to make it into 
Top 50.  He earned nine victories against Top 5 
opponents and climbed to a career-high World No.  
12. But then he suffered a setback, in May 2021, he 
underwent shoulder surgery and missed more than a 
year. Cut to the present, Borna Coric, at 152 in the 
world rankings, became the lowest-rank champion in 
the Cincinnati Open history. The title was the third of 
Coric’s career but his first since 2018 and will see him 
jump up the rankings to world number 29 and seeded 
at the US Open.   
2022 Western & Southern Open:  
 Edition: 121st (men) / 94th (women) 
 Location: Mason, Ohio, U. S.  
 Venue: Lindner Family Tennis Center 
Champions: 
 Men's singles: Borna Ćorić, Croatia  
 Women's singles: Caroline Garcia, France  
 Men's doubles: Rajeev Ram, United States  / Joe 

Salisbury, United Kingdom  
 Women's doubles: Lyudmyla Kichenok, Ukraine  

/ Jeļena Ostapenko, Latvia  

Sports 
 

Sports
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Bengaluru to host U18 women basketball event 
 
The International Basketball Federation FIBA is 
scheduled to host the FIBA U18 Women’s Asian 
Championship at Sree Kanteerva and Koramangala 
Indoor stadiums in Bengaluru from September 5 to 11.  
As many as 16 countries will participate in the event.  
The championship will be in two divisions -- A and B.   
The countries in Division A are: China, Indonesia, 
India, Japan, Korea, Chinese, Taipei, Australia and 
New Zealand.  In Division B are: Hong Kong, Jordan, 
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Philippines, Samoa 
and Thailand. Division A will be held at Kanteerva 
Indoor Stadium and Division B at Koramangala 
Indoor Stadium.  The first four teams from the 
championship will qualify for the FIBA U19 
Women’s World Cup, which is scheduled to be held 
in Madrid, Spain, in July 2023. Earlier, the Indian U18 
men’s basketball team was felicitated with kits.  The 
team will travel to Tehran in Iran on Friday for the 
men’s championship.  It is placed in Group B along 
with China and Korea.  
 
Paralympian Rahul Jakhar wins Gold in 2022 
WSPS Shooting World Cup 
 
Paralympian Rahul Jakhar wins Gold, Avani Lekhara 
Silver while Pooja Agarwal bags Bronze on Day one 
of 2022 WSPS Shooting World Cup in Changwon, 
South Korea.  Rahul won the Gold in 25 metre 
competition, in the same category, Pooja picks 
Bronze. Two-time Paralympic champion Avani 
Lekhara won silver in 10 metre event with a new 
wheelchair and new rifle. Represented by 14 shooters, 
India is one of the strongest teams at the Changwon 
2022 World Cup.  
 
Azlan Shah Cup to be held in Ipoh, Malaysia from 
November 16-25, 2022 
 
After being cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
in the past two years, Malaysia's premier men’s 
hockey tournament, the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 2022 
will be held from November 16 to 25 in Ipoh. The 
Sultan Azlan Shah Cup has been part of the 
International Hockey Federation’s (FIH) calendar 
every year since 2003.  The invitational tournament is 
named after Malaysia’s former FIH executive board 
member Sultan Azlan Shah. Commonwealth Games 
2022 gold medallists Australia and the silver-winning 

Indian team, Germany, New Zealand and Canada are 
the five teams invited to play along with hosts 
Malaysia this year.  World No.  1 Australia are also 
the most successful team at the Sultan Azlan Shah 
Cup with 10 titles followed by India with five.  
Pakistan and South Korea have lifted the trophy thrice 
each. At the last edition in 2019, India lost the final to 
South Korea 4-2 in the shoot-out after being held to a 
1-1 draw in regulation time.  Indian forward Mandeep 
Singh, with seven goals, was the joint top scorer at the 
tournament with South Korea’s Jang Jong-hyun.  
India's Surender Kumar was declared the player of the 
tournament. All matches will be played at the Azlan 
Shah Stadium in the city of Ipoh in Malaysia, which is 
the permanent venue of the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup. 
The Sultan Azlan Shah Cup was first played in 1983.  
It became an annual event in 2003.  
Azlan Shah Cup: 
 Sport: Field hockey 
 Founded: 1983; 39 years ago 
 Most titles: Australia (10 titles) 
 Most recent champion(s): South Korea (3rd title); 

(2019) 
 
 
Sri Lanka’s Prabath Jayasuriya and England’s 
Emma Lamb declared ICC Player of the Month 
for July 2022 
 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has chosen 
Sri Lankan spinner Prabath Jayasuriya ICC Men’s 
Player of the Month for July 2022. Meanwhile 
England’s emerging all-rounder Emma Lamb as been 
declared ICC Women’s Player of the Month for July 
2022. The 30-year-old Jayasuriya made his Test debut 
against Australia in Galle in July 2022, during which 
he picked up 12 wickets to take his team to a series-
levelling victory. Lamb was chosen due to her 
extraordinary performance in three-match ODI series 
against South Africa, where she secured 234 runs in 
three matches, including a match-winning century 
(102 off 97 balls) followed by two half-centuries (67 
off 65 balls and 65 off 66 balls) in the next two games.   
 
Serena Williams announces retirement from 
professional tennis 
 
American tennis legend Serena Williams, the winner 
of 23 Grand Slam titles, has announced that she will 
retire from professional tennis. She explained that one 



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

158

of her biggest reasons for retirement is her intention to 
further expand her family.  Serena has now set her 
eyes on the US Open which starts on the 29th of this 
month.  It would be her last tournament. Serena 
Williams first major title was the 1999 US Open, 
when she was 17.  She won her last Slam title at the 
2017 Australian Open when she was eight weeks' 
pregnant with daughter Olympia.  Serena and older 
sister Venus have been widely regarded as changing 
the face of tennis and inspiring future players, as well 
as pushing for gender equality.  With 23 Grand Slam 
singles titles - the most of any woman in the Open 
Era, Serena has also 73 WTA titles overall, including 
all four Slams at least three times, 39 combined major 
titles in singles, doubles and mixed doubles, 14 major 
doubles titles with sister Venus, four Olympic gold 
medals in singles and doubles 319 weeks at the top of 
the world rankings.  
 
Chess prodigy V Pranav becomes India’s 75th 
Grandmaster by winning a tournament in 
Romania 
 
Chess prodigy V Pranav became India’s 75th Grand 
Master by winning Limpedea Open in Baia Mare, 
Romania.  The 16-year-old Pranav secured his 3rd and 
final norm to become Grandmaster by winning the 
Limpedea Open in Baia Mare, Romania.  Pranav 
finished the Romanian tournament with 7 points out 
of 9 to meet the GM norm requirements. Prior to 
Romania, Pranav had obtained his maiden GM norm 
at the age of 15 by winning Serbia Open in 2021, 
while the second GM norm came from Vezerkepzo 
GM round-robin tourney in Budapest, Hungary in 
June 2022.  Pranav is a student of Velammal school 
based in Chennai and has been a three-time State 
Champion.  In addition to this, he has also won a 
Bronze Medal at the World Rapid Event 2021.  
 
27th Grandmaster from Tamil Nadu:  
With his win in Romania, V Pranav became the 27th 
Grandmaster from Tamil Nadu.  With his latest 
achievement, Pranav now joins the league of 
legendary Chess players from the state including 
Viswanathan Anand and teen sensations D Gukesh 
and R Praggnanandhaa among others.  Tamil Nadu is 
closely followed by Maharashtra with 10 
Grandmasters and West Bengal with 9.  
 
 

India beat Bangladesh to lift SAFF Under-20 
football championship trophy 
 
India lifted the SAFF U-20 football championship 
trophy by defeating Bangladesh 5-2 goals in the final 
at Kalinga stadium in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.  Four 
goals from Gurkirat Singh and a lone goal from 
Himanshu Jhangra ensured Indian Team a worthy 
comeback in the final match which had gone to extra-
time.  India are the defending champions after having 
won the previous edition in 2019 by beating 
Bangladesh with 2–1 margin 
2022 SAFF U-20 Championship:  
 Host country: India 
 Venue: Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar 
 Top scorer: Gurkirat Singh, India (8 goals) 
 Best player: Gurkirat Singh, India  
 Best goalkeeper: Som Kumar, India  
 
Tamim Iqbal becomes first Bangladeshi batter to 
score 8000 runs in ODIs 
 
Bangladeshi ODI skipper Tamim Iqbal became the 
first batter in the country to score 8000 runs in the 
ODI during the first ODI being played against 
Zimbabwe in Harare.  Before the start of this match, 
Tamim had scored a total of 7943 runs.  In his over a 
century long partnership with Liton Das, he achieved 
this feat scoring 62 runs off 88 balls.  Tamim has now 
joined the list of great players like Sachin Tendulkar, 
Sanath Jayasuriya, Chris Gayle, Adam Gilchrist and 
Sourav Ganguly among a total of 33 batters who have 
scored over 8000 runs in ODIs. He accomplished this 
achievement after playing 239 matches with a career 
average of 37. 20.  He has also scored 14 ODI 
centuries. Tamim is followed by Bangladeshi players 
Shakib Al Hasan with 6755 runs and Mushfiqur 
Rahim with 6697 runs.   
 
Rohit breaks Kohli's record for smashing most 
sixes in T20I cricket as India captain 
 
Rohit Sharma broke Virat Kohli's record for smashing 
the most number of sixes in T20I cricket as India 
captain. With his sole six in the third T20I against 
West Indies, Rohit took his tally of sixes as captain in 
T20I cricket to 60.  Rohit now has 60 sixes as India's 
Twenty20 captain in 34 innings, while former skipper 
Virat Kohli had 59 sixes in 50 games while leading 
the national side.   
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Most sixes by Indian captains in men's T20Is: 
1. 60 - Rohit Sharma 
2. 59 - Virat Kohli 
3. 34 - MS Dhoni 
 
Max Verstappen wins the Hungarian Grand Prix 
 
Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) has won 
the Formula One (F1) 2022 Hungarian Grand Prix 
2022.  This is his overall 28th race win and the 10th 
win of the 2022 season.  Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-
Great Britain) stood second and George Russell 
(Mercedes – Britain) came third. Max Emilian 
Verstappen is a Belgian-Dutch racing driver and the 
2021 Formula One World Champion.  He competes 
under the Dutch flag in Formula One with Red Bull 
Racing.  He is the son of former Formula One driver 
Jos Verstappen.  
2022 Hungarian Grand Prix results: 
1. Max Verstappen: Red Bull  
2. Lewis Hamilton: Mercedes  
3. George Russell: Mercedes  
 
England beat Germany in extra time to win their 
first-ever Women's Euro 
 
England defeated eight-time champions Germany in 
extra time to win their first-ever Women's European 
Championship.  After Germany failed to successfully 
clear a corner, Chloe Kelly scored the game-winning 
goal on a rebound in the second period of extra time. 
At Wembley Stadium, the score was tied 1-1 after 90 
minutes thanks to goals from Germany’s Lina Magull 
and England’s Ella Toone.  The result was decided in 
extra-time. After leading her native Netherlands to 
victory in 2017, England coach Sarina Wiegman made 
history by becoming the first manager to win the 
Euros with two separate teams.  
 
B'luru boy 1st Indian to win 3 gold medals at 
International Math Olympiad 
 
An 18-year-old boy from Bengaluru, Pranjal 
Srivastava, has become the first Indian to win three 
gold medals at the International Mathematical 
Olympiad (IMO) held in Norway's Oslo.  Pranjal won 
this year’s International Mathematical Olympiad with 
a total of 34. Previously, he achieved the gold medal 
in 2019, scoring 35 and in 2021, scoring 31. India did 
not participate in IMO in 2020 due to the Covid 

pandemic.  His winning streak started in 2018 when 
he earned a silver medal. Pranjal’s name appears in 
the IMO hall-of-fame, as only 11 people in the 63-
year history of IMO have won more medals than him.  
IMO:  
The International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) is 
the World Championship Mathematics Competition 
for High School students and is held annually in a 
different country.  While the first IMO was held in 
1959 in Romania, the 2022 IMO took place in Oslo.  
This year, while Pranjal won the gold medal, five 
other Indian candidates bagged the bronze medal — 
Arjun Gupta, Atul Shatavart Nadig, Vedant Saini, 
Kaustuv Mishra and Aditya.  
 
Four times world champion Sebastian Vettel 
announces retirement from Formula One 
 
Four times world champion Sebastian Vettel 
announced his retirement from Formula One at the 
end of the season.  The 35-year-old said, his goals had 
changed and he wanted to focus more on family and 
interests outside the sport.  Sebastian will end his final 
season with Aston Martin after winning a total of 53 
Grand Prix and 122 podium finishes.  Vettel made his 
debut in 2007. His first title win came in 2010 which 
also made him the youngest title winner.  He won four 
titles for Red Bull in (2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013).  
Vettel who is a legend of the sport is third on the list 
of all-time Grand Prix winners with 53 victories to his 
name. Only Lewis Hamilton and Michael Schumacher 
have more titles than him. Sebastian made the 
announcement ahead of this weekend's Hungarian 
Grand Prix, the 13th round of the season and the last 
race before the August break.  
 
Asia Cup 2022 to take place in UAE instead of Sri 
Lanka from August 27 to September 11 
 
The Asian Cricket Council has confirmed that this 
year's Asia Cup will take place in the UAE instead of 
Sri Lanka due to the economic crisis in Sri Lanka.  
The UAE will be the new venue while Sri Lanka will 
continue to retain hosting rights. However, the dates 
have not changed, with the tournament set to start 
from August 27 and go on till September 11 as 
scheduled originally.  
ACC:  
 President: Jay Shah 
 Vice President: Pankaj Khimji (Oman) 
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 Headquarters: Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 Founded: 19 September 1983 
 
Mastercard to replace Paytm as title sponsor for 
BCCI matches 
 
Mastercard is all set to replace Paytm as the title 
sponsor for all international and domestic cricket 
matches organised by the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI).  Paytm held the rights till the end of 
2023. Paytm requested BCCI to assign its India Home 
Cricket title rights to credit card major Mastercard.  
Paytm had reportedly missed the July deadline to 
request a reassignment.  However, BCCI has been 
willing to consider its delayed request due to their 
‘long standing’ relationship. Mastercard will 
reportedly be assigned the rights till 2023, as per the 
original terms of the Paytm deal and will continue to 
pay INR 3. 8 Cr per match.  Paytm, on the other hand, 
will have to pay a re-assignment fee of around INR 
16. 3 Cr – 5% of the original deal value (INR 326. 8 
Cr). Paytm and BCCI first inked a contract for the title 
sponsorship in 2015 for INR 203 Cr for four years (i. 
e. , INR 2. 4 Cr per match).  The deal had been last 
renewed in August 2019 for up to March 2023 and 
Paytm would be placing a winning bid of INR 3. 80 
Cr per match – a 58% increase from the previous deal.  
Mastercard: 
 Founded: 16 December 1966, United States 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 CEO: Michael Miebach 
 Executive Chairman: Ajay Banga 
 
Hosts for women's global cricket events until 2027 
announced, India to host WC in 2025 
 
The ICC has announced host countries for women's 
global cricket events from 2024 to 2027. The T20 
World Cup 2024 will be hosted by Bangladesh, while 
the 2026 edition will be held in England.  The next 
Cricket World Cup in 2025 will be staged by India, 
while Sri Lanka will host the T20 Champions Trophy 
2027 subject to their qualification. The last time India 
was the destination of the flagship event was back in 
2013 when Australia were crowned the champions. 
India will be hosting the women's ODI World Cup 
after over a decade.   
The last big mega women's global cricket event held 
in India was the 2016 World T20 but that was 

primarily because ICC used to organise both men's 
and women's events simultaneously.  
BCCI 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: December 1928 
 President: Sourav Ganguly 
 
3 new countries receive ICC membership status, 
total members rise to 108 
 
The ICC awarded membership status to three 
countries during the ongoing ICC Annual Conference 
in Birmingham. Cambodia and Uzbekistan from Asia, 
and Cote D'Ivoire from Africa, were all awarded 
Associate membership status, taking ICC's total 
members to 108 countries, including 96 Associates. 
The two Asian teams take the total count of Asian 
countries to 25 while Cote D'Ivoire is the 21st country 
from Africa. A major criterion to gain ICC 
Membership is detailed in 'Participation and domestic 
structures' of Clause 2. 1 (d) of the ICC Membership 
Criteria.  This includes having in place a proper 
structure with minimum team requirements for 50-
over and 20-over tournaments, aside from clear junior 
and women's pathways. Ukraine's application for ICC 
Membership is deferred until cricket activity is able to 
safely resume within the country, but the ICC will 
continue to support the Ukraine Cricket Federation 
through this process. Cricket Russia's suspension at 
the 2021 AGM has turned into termination after it 
failed to resolve the issues and demonstrate 
compliance following suspension.  
 
18-yr-old Gustav creates history, becomes youngest 
male cricketer to slam a T20I ton 
 
France's 18-year-old opener Gustav McKeon has 
created history by becoming the youngest male 
cricketer to smash a hundred in T20I cricket.  Gustav 
smashed 109 runs off 61 deliveries, including nine 
sixes and five fours, against Switzerland.  He broke 
the previous world record held by Afghanistan's 
Hazratullah Zazai (20 years and 337 days).  
Youngest Men's player to score a T20I century: 
 Gustav McKeon - 18y 280d, France v 

Switzerland, Vantaa, 2022 
 Hazratullah Zazai - 20y 337d, Afghanistan v 

Ireland, Dehradun, 2019 
 Sivakumar Periyalwar - 21y 161d, Romania v 

Turkey, Ilfov County, 2019    
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Russia to withdraw from International Space 
Station project after 2024 
 
Russia has decided to quit the International Space 
Station after 2024.  Moscow's space agency 
Roscosmos ' newly-appointed chief Yury Borisov 
announced the decision.  The announcement comes as 
tensions rage between the Kremlin and the West over 
Moscow's military operation in Ukraine and several 
rounds of unprecedented sanctions against Russia. 
Russia and the United States have worked side by side 
on the space station which has been in orbit since 
1998.  Yury Borisov also told Putin that in spite of 
this decision, space programme will continue to get 
top priority and Russia will start putting together a 
Russian orbital station before 2024. Sending the first 
man into space in 1961 and launching the first satellite 
four years earlier are among key accomplishments of 
the Soviet space programme and remain a major 
source of national pride in Russia.  
 
Union Minister Dr.  Jitendra Singh unveils India’s 
first Saline Water Lantern 
 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh unveils India’s first 
Saline Water Lantern which uses the sea water as the 
electrolyte between specially designed electrodes to 
power the LED lamps. Dr Jitendra Singh unveiled the 
first-of-its kind lantern named “Roshni” during a visit 
to SAGAR ANVESHIKA, a Coastal Research Vessel, 
operated and used by the National Institute of Ocean 
Technology (NIOT), Chennai for coastal research. 
The saline Water Lantern will bring “Ease of Living” 
to the fishing community living along the 7500 
Kilometres long coastal line of India.  Saline Water 
Lantern will also boost and supplement Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s UJALA scheme launched 
in 2015 for distribution of LED bulbs across the 
country.  Roshini Lamps along with Power Ministry’s 
schemes like Solar Study Lamps will be driving a 
vibrant renewable energy programme aimed at 
achieving energy security, energy access and reducing 
the carbon footprints of the national economy. Dr.  
Jitendra Singh hoisted tricolour on board the ship and 
extended the campaign of ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’, to ‘Har 
Jahaj Tiranga’ 
 

DRDO and Indian Navy test fire indigenous 
Vertical Launch Short Range surface-to-air missile   
 
DRDO and Indian Navy successfully flight tested 
Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile 
(VL-SRSAM).  The missile was tested from the 
Integrated Test Range at Chandipur off the coast of 
Odisha.  This missile has been indigenously designed 
and developed by DRDO.  The flight test was carried 
out from an Indian Naval ship against a high-speed 
unmanned aerial target for demonstration of vertical 
launch capability.  This missile will prove to be a 
force multiplier for the Indian Navy.  It will further 
strengthen the Indian Navy for neutralising various 
aerial threats at close ranges including sea-skimming 
targets.  
 
Jharkhand to use Blockchain Technology to 
Distribute Seeds to Farmers 
 
Jharkhand Government has launched a unique project 
which employs Blockchain Technology for 
Distribution of Seeds to Farmers.  The project which 
has been launched in association with Global 
Blockchain Technology Major SettleMint, aims to 
revolutionize the agriculture sector and will reduce 
pilferage. The state plans to include all key 
stakeholders of agriculture sector i. e. , suppliers, 
distributors and farmers, as key part of the project. 
The state will also launch a training programme to 
help them make effective use of the blockchain 
technology solution for agricultural development.  The 
scheme was launched by the Directorate of 
Agriculture, Jharkhand in August 2022.  
Key details:  
 Jharkhand has become the first state in the country 

to employ the Blockchain technology for aiding 
farmers.   

 The project which will help government track 
seed distribution among the farmers in the state 
will help in getting rid of spurious seeds that the 
farmers receive under various government 
schemes including the seed exchange scheme.   

 Going ahead the technology can also assist 
tracking distribution of seeds, inputs, implements 
etc under other government schemes such as State 

Science & Technology 
 

Science & Technology
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Seed Distribution Scheme, NFSM, PMKSY, 
NHM.  

 The new technology solution developed on 
Blockchain platform enables tracking of seed 
supply across all steps of the crop cycle.   

 The scheme will facilitate distribution of seeds 
among farmers under Large Area Multipurpose 
Society (LAMPS), Primary Agriculture Credit 
Society (PACS), Farmers Producer Organisation 
(FPO).  Furthermore, each farmer is being 
registered on the technology platform based on 
their Aadhaar identity and Mobile Number.  Seed 
Distribution is logged into the system based on the 
OTP received by farmer.  

 
First made-in-India hydrogen fuel cell bus that 
only emits water unveiled in Pune 
 
India’s 1st Indigenously Developed Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell Bus was unveiled in Pune recently by MoS 
Science and Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh.  The 
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus has been developed by KPIT-
CSIR in Pune and is being termed the country’s first 
truly indigenously developed Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus.   
The development of the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus 
comes as part of the country’s commitment to the use 
of clean and green energy for transportation to reduce 
its carbon footprint and positively contribute toward 
climate change action.  The Indigenously Developed 
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus has been developed as part of 
PM Modi’s visionary National Green Hydrogen 
Mission and Atmanirbhar Bharat mission.  
Key Features: 
 Unlike the traditional heavy vehicles i. e. , Buses 

and Trucks, the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus uses 
Hydrogen and Air to produce electricity to power 
itself.  The fuel cell employed in the Hydrogen 
Powered Bus would combine Hydrogen and 
Oxygen atoms to create electricity which can 
power the bus.  The design of the hydrogen fuel 
cell allows hydrogen and oxygen gases to react in 
an electrochemical cell, which produces electricity 
as energy and water as its effluent with small 
amounts of heat.  

 Unlike traditional electrical vehicles, Hydrogen 
Fuel-Cell Powered Vehicles would not have to be 
recharged from time to time.  Hydrogen Fuel 
Cells continue to produce electricity as long as 
they have hydrogen fuel available in supply.  
Therefore, hydrogen-powered vehicles are likely 

to resolve and overcome the challenges of range i. 
e. , the number of km they can run, and the 
charging infrastructure that current electrical 
vehicles face.  

 
Union Defence Minister handed over anti-
personnel mine 'Nipun' to the Indian Army  
 
Union Defence Minster Rajnath Singh handed over 
new anti-personnel mine Nipun and Futuristic Infantry 
Soldier as a System (F-INSAS) to the Indian Army. 
Both weapons systems have been developed 
indigenously by Indian firms under the Make in India 
campaign. During the induction ceremony, Army’s F-
INSAS soldier gave a briefing to Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh the new weapon systems and aids that 
are being developed for the Indian army as part of 
Make in India.   
Indigenisation of Weapons System for Armed 
Forces - 
Under the PM Modi’s visionary Make in India 
campaign, the Armed forces have been developing 
multiple weapons systems locally. The indigenization 
of weapons systems for Indian Armed Forces is part 
of the Make in India campaign and will promote self-
reliance and self-sustenance for the country.  
India’s Indigenously Developed Weapons Systems - 
1. Landing Craft Assault (LCA): Developed 

specially by DRDO to enable Indian Army to 
carry out patrolling in Pangong Tso in Ladakh.  

2. Infantry-Protected Mobility Vehicles: The 
infantry-protected mobility vehicles and quick-
reaction fighting vehicles have been developed by 
the armed forces to ensure quicker deployment 
and higher mobility for the troop movements 
across treacherous terrain in Eastern Ladakh 
Region.  

3. F-INSAS: Conceived over a decade ago, the 
Future Infantry Soldier As A System (F-INSAS) 
will equip soldiers with three primary sub-systems 
i. e.  

4. Nipun Mines: Nipun are anti-personnelmines 
have been developed to be more potent and 
effective” than the existing ones.  

 
Piyush Goyal inaugurates public systems lab for 
research at IIT Delhi 
 
Union Minister Piyush Goyal inaugurated a public 
systems lab (PSL) at the Indian Institute of 
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Technology (IIT), Delhi.  Under the new initiative, the 
United Nations World Food Programme (UNWFP) 
and the Foundation for Innovation and Technology 
Transfer at IIT Delhi have joined hands to establish 
the public systems lab for the development of scalable 
solutions for civic systems and services that impact 
millions.  As part of the three-year agreement, the PSL 
will work closely with the WFP to identify projects 
around food systems and management and 
innovations. One of the proposed initiatives of the 
PSL is to include a Public System Fellowship program 
under which the WFP and IIT Delhi will send experts 
to the ministry of food to support them in making 
food-based safety nets effective and efficient.  
 
India gifts aircraft to Sri Lanka 
 
India gifted a Dornier maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft to Sri Lanka, a day before a high-tech Chinese 
missile and satellite tracking ship docks at the island 
nation’s strategic Hambantota port. The aircraft would 
act as a force multiplier, enabling Sri Lanka to tackle 
multiple challenges such as human and drug 
trafficking, smuggling and other organised forms of 
crime in its coastal waters more effectively. Vice 
Chief of Indian Navy Vice Admiral S. N.  Ghormade, 
who is on a two-day visit to the country, accompanied 
by Indian High Commissioner in Colombo Gopal 
Baglay, handed over the aircraft to the Sri Lanka 
Navy at the Sri Lanka Air Force base in Katunayake, 
adjoining the Colombo international airport. Gifting of 
the Dornier aircraft underscores the cooperation 
between the two maritime neighbours in defence and 
security spheres.  Such cooperation is envisaged to 
add further capability and capacity to Sri Lanka and is 
in line with the vision of Security and Growth for All 
in the Region (SAGAR).  
Sri Lanka:  
 President: Ranil Wickremesinghe 
 Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
 Prime minister: Dinesh Gunawardena 
 Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 
In-a-first, US Naval Ship Charles Drew arrives in 
Indian shipyard for repair 
 
A US Navy Ship named USNS Charles Drew arrived 
at L&T’s Katupalli Shipyard at Ennore, near Chennai 
for undertaking repairs and maintenance. It is for the 
first time that a US Navy ship has docked in an Indian 

shipyard for repairs and allied services. The 
development will mark a new strategic dimension to 
the burgeoning Indo-US military partnership. The 
USNS Charles Drew will be at Kattupalli shipyard for 
11 days to undergo repairs in various areas. This is the 
third Indo-Pacific base being used by US Navy for 
maintenance and ship repair.  The other two are 
located at Diego Garcia and Singapore.  
 
Indian Army launches Him Drone-a-thon 
programme  
 
The Indian Army launched the Him Drone-a-thon 
programme in collaboration with the Drone 
Federation of India.  The initiative is in line with self-
reliance in defence manufacturing.  It is aimed at 
catalysing and providing focused opportunities to the 
Indian drone ecosystem to develop path-breaking 
drone capabilities for meeting the requirements of 
frontline troops.  The programme is a pan-India 
sustained connection between all stakeholders, 
including industry, academia, software developers and 
drone product manufacturers. The Drone Federation 
of India (DFI) is a non-government, not-for-profit, 
industry-led body that promotes and strives towards 
building a safer and scalable unmanned aviation 
industry in India.  
 
 
South Korea launches its first lunar orbiter 
 
South Korea launched its first lunar orbiter, Korea 
Pathfinder Lunar Orbiter, nicknamed Danuri.  The 
orbiter was launched on SpaceX's Falcon 9 rocket 
from Florida's Cape Canaveral Space Force Station.  It 
is expected to enter the moon's orbit in December and 
start a year-long observation mission to search for 
possible landing sites, conduct research on the lunar 
environment etc.  
South Korea:  
 President: Yoon Suk-yeol 
 Capital: Seoul 
 Currency: South Korean won 
 Prime minister: Han Duck-soo 
 
Class 11 student from Gurugram develops 
financial literacy app 'DhanDanaDan' 
 
Aryan Jain, a grade 11 student, has developed a 
financial literacy app that aims to empower each 
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person to manage their income and savings in a better 
way. Jain developed this app to ensure that the content 
reaches maximum Indians and they benefit from it and 
can secure their future. The app, DhanDanaDan, is an 
effort to empower each person to manage their income 
and savings in a better way, be aware of their short 
and long-term financial needs, save and invest for 
future needs, and invest money to create a secure 
future, Jain said. Through a series of five animated 
videos in an urban set-up and a storytelling format 
guided by a teenage character, DhanDanaDan explains 
several basic and important concepts of financial 
planning in a simplified manner in Hindi. The app is 
free to use and is currently available in Hindi on 
Android (Play Store). Jain, a grade 11 student of the 
SunCity School, Gurgaon, is planning to make 7,500 
Indians financially literate over the next 75 days, and 
then scale this mission further. In 2021, Jain was the 
only Indian among the winners of NASA's Artemis 
Next-Gen STEM – Moon to Mars App Development 
Challenge, where he along with students from other 
countries had developed an application to participate 
in the Artemis Generation endeavours to land 
astronauts – including the first woman and the next 
man – on the Moon by 2024.   
 
World's Largest Floating Solar Power Plant to be 
built on Narmada River 
 
The world's largest floating solar power plant will be 
built on Omkareshwar Dam on the Narmada River in 
Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh at an estimated cost of 
over Rs 3000 crores.  The floating power plant is 
expected to generate 600 Megawatt of power by 2022-
23.  
 
Key Features:  
 The world's largest floating solar power plant will 

be spread over 100 square kilometres.  
 The hydel project will involve producing energy 

from water.   
 The new floating solar plant will make Khandwa 

the only district in Madhya Pradesh to have all 
three things- thermal power station, hydel and 
solar power.  

 This will enable the generation of over 4,000MW 
of power from a single district.   

 
 
 

Russia's space agency to launch Iranian satellite 
into orbit 
 
Russia will launch an Iranian remote sensing satellite 
into orbit, the two countries confirmed, two weeks 
after President Vladimir Putin visited Tehran. In 
cooperation with Russia, the Khayyam satellite will be 
launched from the Baikonur space station in 
Kazakhstan by a Soyuz satellite carrier. The satellite, 
apparently named after 11th-12th century Persian 
polymath Omar Khayyam, aims to “monitor the 
country’s borders,” enhance agricultural productivity 
and monitor water resources and natural disasters, 
Khayyam will not be the first Iranian satellite to be 
put into space by Russia. In October 2005, Iran’s 
Sina-1 satellite, which aimed to study and observe the 
Earth, was deployed from Russia’s Plesetsk 
cosmodrome. Iran successfully put its first military 
satellite into orbit in April 2020, drawing a sharp 
rebuke from the United States. In March, Iran 
announced it had successfully put a military 
“reconnaissance satellite,” Nour-2, into orbit.  
Note:  
Iran insists its space program is for civilian and 
defense purposes only, and does not breach the 2015 
nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, or any 
other international agreement.  
Western governments worry that satellite launch 
systems incorporate technologies interchangeable with 
those used in ballistic missiles capable of delivering a 
nuclear warhead, something Iran has always denied 
wanting to build.  
 
ISRO to launch AzadiSat built by 750 girl students 
from govt schools 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 
August 7 will launch its smallest commercial rocket 
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) to put in orbit 
two satellites, offering cheap rides to space and eyeing 
a share in the burgeoning small satellite launch 
market.  The 34-metre Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(SSLV) is 10 metres shorter than ISRO's Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and can put payloads 
up to 500 kg into 500 km planar orbit. In its launch, 
the SSLV will place in orbit the 145 kg Earth 
Observation-2 satellite and AzaadiSat, an eight kg 
cubesat designed by 750 girl students from 
government schools across the country, to mark the 
75th anniversary of India’s independence. This 
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satellite has 75 Femto experiments, selfie cameras to 
click pictures of its own solar panels and long-range 
communication transponders. The project, with a 
mission life of six months, is part of the Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav celebrations, to mark the 75th 
anniversary of Independence. SSLV D-1 will mark the 
culmination of a project that the students began six-
months ago. Aboard the spacecraft will be 
AzaadiSAT, an 8-kg microsatellite carrying 75 small 
payloads developed by this all-girls team from 75 
rural schools across India.  
 
Kolkata school to build its own nano-satellite 
 
A private school in Kolkata will launch its own nano-
satellite to train its students in space science. The 
South Point High School, a part of the MP Birla 
Group, has decided to name its satellite 
PriyamvadaSat in the memory of Priyamvada Birla, 
the former chairperson of the business group. An 
agreement has been signed between the Indian 
Technology Congress Association (ITCA) and the 
school for the launch. The project is a part of the 
'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav' to commemorate the 75 
years of India's Independence and it will be monitored 
by ISRO. Students of classes 11 and 12 will be 
associated with the project, which is expected to take 
off after nine months, said Krishna Damani, the vice-
chairman of the school's managing committee. The 
agreement signed with ITCA includes design, 
development, integration, qualification, testing and 
launching of PriyamvadaSat to Low Earth Orbit 
(LEO). The functional satellite will be sent to LEO as 
a part of the mission and a classroom model similar to 
it will be built on the campus.  
 
Indian Navy receives two MH 60R multi-role 
helicopters from United States 
 
The Indian Navy received two MH 60R multi-role 
helicopters from the United States at the Cochin 
International Airport.  The copters were delivered by 
the Special Air Assignment Mission Flight of the US 
Air Force. The helicopters were part of the 24 MH 60 
R Multirole helicopters being procured by India from 
the United States at a cost of over 14,000 crore rupees.   
The first three helicopters delivered last year in the US  
are being utilized for training the Indian Navy crew.   
Another helicopter is scheduled to be delivered on the 
22nd of next month. These helicopters will be initially 

based at the Naval Air Station INS Garuda in Kochi 
and will be put through intensive flying trials for 
integration into the Navy's fleet operations. The 
delivery of all the 24 MH 60 R multirole helicopters 
will be completed by 2025.   The induction of these 
helicopters will significantly boost the integral Anti-
Submarine Warfare capability of the Indian Navy.  
 
India's first Indigenous Aircraft Carrier 'Vikrant' 
built by Cochin Shipyard handed over to Navy 
 
Maritime history was created with the Indian Navy 
taking delivery of the prestigious Indigenous Aircraft 
Carrier Vikrant, built by the Cochin Shipyard.  The 
Commanding Officer Designate of Vikrant, 
Commodore Vidyadhar Harke and the Chairman and 
Managing Director of Cochin Shipyard Madhu S Nair 
signed the documents relating to the delivery of the 
vessel.  With the delivery of the IAC, India joined a 
select group of nations having the niche capability to 
indigenously design and build an Aircraft Carrier. The 
262-meter-long aircraft carrier is the largest ever 
warship to be built in the country.  The vessel, which 
has a displacement of 45,000 tonnes, has been built at 
an overall cost of close to 20,000 crore rupees.  The 
IAC is capable of operating  30 aircraft comprising 
MIG-29K fighter jets, Kamov-31, and MH-60R multi-
role helicopters, in addition to indigenously 
manufactured Advanced Light Helicopters and Light 
Combat Aircraft. The vessel has the facility for Short 
Take-Off but Arrested Landing, and is equipped with 
a ski- jump for launching aircraft, besides a set of 
'arrester wires' for their recovery onboard.  The vessel 
is powered by four Gas Turbines totalling 88 MW 
power and has a maximum speed of 28 Knots. The 
vessel is scheduled to be commissioned and inducted 
into the services of the Indian Navy by next month.  
With an overall indigenous content of 76%, IAC is a 
perfect example of the nation's quest for Aatma 
Nirbhar Bharat and provides thrust to Government's 
'Make in India' initiative. The name of  India's first 
Aircraft Carrier was also INS  Vikrant which played a 
vital role in the 1971 war.  The  Aircraft Carrier was 
decommissioned on 3I st  January 1997, after 36 years 
of glorious service to the Navy.  Defence Ministry 
said in a release that the reincarnation of Vikrant is a 
true testimony to the country's zeal and fervor in 
pursuing capability build-up towards enhanced 
maritime security.  
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Former Jharkhand Governor Syed Sibtey Razi 
passes away 

 
 
Former Governor of Jharkhand, Syed Sibtey Razi 
passed away in Lucknow.  He was suffering from 
heart disease and was under treatment at King 
George’s Medical College.  Syed Sibte Razi fixed the 
longest tenure as the Governor of Jharkhand.  He 
served as the Governor of Jharkhand from 2004 to 
2009.  Razi was associated with the Congress.  He 
was a member of Rajya Sabha thrice.  Later he was 
made the Governor of Jharkhand and Assam.  He 
served as a Rajya Sabha MP for the first time from 
1980 to 1985, for the second time from 1988 to 1992 
and for the third time from 1992 to 1998.  He was also 
the General Secretary of UP Congress from 1980 to 
1984.  
Jharkhand 
 Capital: Ranchi 
 Chief minister: Hemant Soren 
 Governor: Ramesh Bais 
 
National Award-winning singer Shivamogga 
Subbanna passes away 

 
 
National Award-winning singer Shivamogga 
Subbanna passed away in Bengaluru following a heart 
attack.  He was 83.  Shivamogga won a National 

Award for the song, 'Kaadu Kudure Odi Banditta' 
from the film 'Kaadu Kudure'.  He was the first 
Kannadiga to win a National Award for playback 
singing.  Known for his work in the field of ‘Sugama 
Sangeetha’, a genre in which poetry in Kannada is set 
to music, Subbanna has worked on and sung poetries 
of famous poets such as Kuvempu and Da Ra Bendre, 
and got several awards and honours.  He was also a 
singer with Akashvani and Doordarshan and had 
worked as an advocate.  
 
Former international umpire Rudi Koertzen passes 
away at 73 

 
 
Rudi Koertzen, the former international cricket 
umpire, has passed away in a car crash.  He was 73.  
Koertzen, who took up umpiring in the year 1981 and 
stood in his first international match back in 1992 
between India and South Africa at Port Elizabeth, 
went on to officiate in 331 international matches, a 
record that stool tall until he retired in the year 2010.  
Rudi became just the second umpire in history to 
officiate more than 150 ODIs after the legendary 
David Shepherd, and was also the second to stand in 
200 Tests after Steve Bucknor.  One of the original 
members of the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires in 2022.  
The last official match in which Koertzen served as 
during IPL 2011 between Royal Challengers 
Bangalore and Chennai Super Kings at the 
Chinnaswamy.  
 
Fidel Ramos, former Philippine president passes 
away 
 
Former Philippine President Fidel Valdez Ramos, has 
passed away due to the complications of COVID-19.  

Obituary 
 

Obituary
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He was 94.  Ramos served as the 12th president of the 
Philippines from 1992 to 1998.   

He was a military officer by profession. During his 
tenure, the Philippines was recognized as a budding 
“tiger economy”.  Ramos became a hero to many for 
defecting from Marcos’s government, in which he led 
the national police force, spurring the dictator’s 
downfall during the 1986 popular uprising against his 
rule.  He was from a military background, and become 
the chief of the Philippine Constabulary and then Vice 
Chief-of-Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
during the time of President Ferdinand E Marcos Sr.  
Philippines:  
 Capital: Manila 
 Currency: Philippine peso 
 President: Bongbong Marcos 
 
'Padma Shri awardee doctor Sushovan Banerjee 
passes away 

 
 
Padma Shri Sushovan Banerjee famous as Bengal’s 
‘one rupee doctor’ has passed away.  Based in Bolpur, 
Birbhum district, Banerjee was known for treating 
patients for nearly 60 years at Re 1 per visit.  In 2020, 
he was conferred with the Padma Shri for his 

contribution in the field of medicine.  In the same 
year, his name found a place in the Guinness World 
Records for treating the maximum number of patients.  
Banerjee did his graduation from R G Kar Medical 
College and Hospital in Kolkata and his PG degree in 
Pathology from Calcutta University.  He then moved 
to London for a diploma in Haematology.  Banerjee is 
also a former MLA from Bolpur.  In 1984, he 
contested on a Congress ticket and won the election 
from Bolpur.  
 
The Monkees' co-creator Bob Rafelson dies at 89 

 
 
Bob Rafelson, co-creator of ‘The Monkees’ and 
Director of the film ‘Five Easy Pieces’ has passed 
away.  Five Easy Pieces earned Rafelson two Oscar 
nominations, for best picture and screenplay in 1971.  
He co-created the Monkees and the TV series of the 
same name, winning him an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Comedy Series alongside Bert Schneider 
in 1967.  Rafelson directed several episodes and 
served as a producer and EP.  He also received writing 
credits on two shows. Later in his career, Rafelson 
directed the 1987 film Black Widow, starring Debra 
Winger, and Mountains of the Moon (1990); and two 
more films starring Nicholson in Man Trouble (1992) 
and Blood and Wine (1997).  He also helmed No 
Good Deed (2002), leaving the business after that.  
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Savitri Jindal becomes Asia's richest woman with 
$11 billion wealth 
 
Savitri Jindal has surpassed China's Yang Huiyan to 
become Asia's richest woman with a fortune of $11. 3 
billion, said Bloomberg.  Jindal, 72, became the 
Chairperson of Jindal Group shortly after her husband 
and the company's Founder, OP Jindal, died in a 
helicopter crash in 2005.  She overtook Yang after the 
latter lost over half her fortune amid China's property 
crisis. Savitri Jindal is the only woman in the Forbes 
India’s Richest list, standing at the seventh position in 
2021.  She also ranks 91st on the Forbes Billionaires’ 
List. Born in Assam’s Tinsukia in 1950, Savitri Jindal 
also boasts of a career in politics, apart from business.  
OP Jindal was  a minister in the Haryana Government 
and a member of the Haryana Vidhan Sabha from the 
Hisar constituency, and after his death Savitri Jindal 
was elected to the Haryana Vidhan Sabha from Hisar 
constituency in 2005.  She is now a member of the 
Indian National Congress.  
 
Roshni Nadar India’s richest woman 2nd year in a 
row 
 
HCL Technologies’ Chairperson, Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra has retained her position as the richest 
woman in India, for the second year in a row 
according to the third edition of ‘Kotak Private 
Banking Hurun – Leading Wealthy Women List’.  
The total net worth of Roshni Nadar stood at Rs 
84,330 crore.  Roshni Nadar was followed by Nykaa-
owner Falguni Nayar, overtaking Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw of Biocon, with a total wealth of Rs 57,520 
crore.  Falguni Nayar is the world’s tenth richest self-
made woman. The report highlighted that 25 new 
faces have made it to the list.  The other key 
highlights of the report include that the average wealth 
of women in 2021 went up to Rs 4,170 crore as 
against Rs 2,725 crore in the last edition of the list.  
 
Here is the list of the top 10 richest women in 
India: 

Rank Name Company Wealth/Net 
worth (INR) 

1 Roshni 
Nadar HCL 84, 330 crore 

Malhotra 

2 Falguni 
Nayar Nykaa 57,520 crore 

3 
Kiran 
Mazumdar 
Shaw 

Biocon 29,030 crore 

4 Nilima 
Motaparti 

Divi’s 
Laboratories 28,180 crore 

5 Radha 
Vembu Zoho 26, 260 crore 

6 
Leena 
Gandhi 
Tewari 

USV 24,280 crore 

7 
Anu Aga 
and Meher 
Pudumjee 

Thermax 14,530 crore 

8 Neha 
Narkhede Confluent 13,380 crore 

9 Vandana Lal Dr Lal 
PathLabs 6,810 crore 

10 Renu Munja lHero 
FinCorp 6,620 crore 

 
 
Coca-Cola takes 'Limca' to no-fizz segment, signs 
on Neeraj Chopra 
 
Coca-Cola has signed Olympic gold medalist, Neeraj 
Chopra for Limca Sportz promotion.  Recently, Neeraj 
Chopra has become the first-ever Indian to win a 
silver medal at World Athletics Championships with 
his best throw of 88. 13 m.  Also, Neeraj Chopra has 
been ruled out of the Birmingham Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in England due to an injury he picked up 
at World Athletics Championships. Coca-Cola India 
and its bottling partners are investing around $1 
billion (around Rs 7,990 crore) to expand the 
production capacity by up to 40 per cent.  Besides, the 
beverage major is also launching Limca Sportz, which 
comes with glucose and electrolytes.  
 
Pink diamond found in Angola believed to be 
largest in 300 years 
 
A rare pure pink diamond, believed to be the largest 
found in 300 years, has been unearthed in Angola, a 

Miscellaneous Events 
 

Miscellaneous Events
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country in Central Africa.  The Lulo Rose is a type 2a 
diamond, meaning it has few or no impurities.  It is 
the fifth largest diamond recovered from the Lulo 
mine – a joint venture between Australia’s Lucapa 
Diamond Company and the Angolan government. It is 
a 170-carat pink diamond & has been named ‘The 
Lulo Rose’. It weighs 34 grams. Similar diamonds 
have been bought for tens of millions of dollars in the 
past, with one – known as Pink Star – selling at a 
Hong Kong auction for $71. 2m (£59m) in 2017. Pink 
diamonds are extremely rare – but the same physical 
attributes that make the stones scarce also make them 
very tough, and not easy to work into shapes.  The 
largest known pink diamond is the Daria-i-Noor, 
discovered in India, which experts believe was cut 
from an even larger stone.  
 
Fortune Global 500 List 2022: RIL jumps 51 places 
to 104th spot 
 
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) jumped 51 places to 
be ranked at 104th position in the Fortune Global 500 
List 2022.  Reliance Industries was ranked at 155th 
position in Fortune Global 500 List 2021.  This year, 
it has jumped to 104th rank.  The Mukesh Ambani-led 
company is India's highest-ranked private sector 
company in the Fortune 500 companies list.  Life 
Insurance Corporation of India, which is ranked at 
98th position, is India's highest-ranked company in the 
Fortune 500 Global List 2022.  The debutant public 
sector company is the only one ranked higher than 
Reliance Industries Limited in the Fortune Global 500 
list 2022.  There are a total of nine Indian companies 
in the Fortune Global 500 list 2022, including four 
private sector companies and five public sector 
companies.   
Fortune Global 500 List 2022 Indian Companies 
1.  Life Insurance Corporation -98 
2.  Reliance Industries Limited -104  
3.  Indian Oil Corporation - 142nd  
4.  Oil and Natural Gas Corporation - 190th 
5.  State Bank of India -236th position  
6.  Bharat Petroleum -295th position 
7.  Tata Motors- 370 
8.  Tata Steel- 435 
9.  Rajesh Exports- 437 
Fortune Global 500 companies list 2022: Top 5 
companies 

Rank  Company Name  Revenues 
1  Walmart   $572,754 

2  Amazon  $469,822 
3  State Grid  $460,616. 9 
4  China National 

Petroleum 
 $411,692. 9 

5  Sinopec Group  $401,313. 5 
 
 
Sun Pharma Chairman Israel Makov retired 
 
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries said its Chairman Israel 
Makov retired from the company on August 29.  
Makov has led the Mumbai-based pharma major for 
10 years.  He was appointed a Board member and the 
Chairman in 2012. Under his leadership, Sun Pharma 
transformed from a $1. 7 billion organisation focusing 
on India and the US into the world's fourth largest 
specialty generic pharmaceutical company operating 
across 100+ markets with a turnover of over $5 
billion.  Leading the company's global expansion, he 
guided the acquisition of Ranbaxy in 2014, making 
Sun Pharma the leader in the Indian pharmaceutical 
market and a strong player globally.  Makov helped 
steer the company to pursue its strategy of building a 
global pipeline of specialty products.  
Sun Pharma:  
 Founder & MD: Dilip Shanghvi 
 Headquarters: Goregaon, Mumbai 
 Founded: 1983 
 
BharatPe Co-founder Bhavik Koladiya resigns  
 
Bhavik Koladiya, one of the founders of fintech 
unicorn BharatPe, has quit.  Bhavik Koladiya has been 
associated with BharatPe as an Independent 
Consultant, guiding Product and Technology teams.  
His contract tenure ended on July 31, 2022 and he 
expressed his desire to spend time on other 
assignments outside BharatPe His resignation comes 
months after the exit of BharatPe's other Co-founder 
Ashneer Grover.  
 
Kargil War 1999: Point 5140 in Drass renamed as 
Gun Hill 
 
Point 5140 in Drass, Kargil Sector has renamed as 
"Gun Hill" to commemorate the victory of the Indian 
Armed forces and pay homage to the supreme 
sacrifice of the Gunners in "Operation Vijay" during 
the 1999 Kargil War. The capture of Point 5140 was 
the key factor in the early completion of operations in 
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the 1999 Kargil war. The Artillery regiment with its 
lethal and accurate firepower had a major effect on the 
enemy troops and their defences, by focusing lethal 
fire on the enemy and their strong points like point 
5140. The Indian Army announced the successful 
culmination of "Operation Vijay" on July 26, 1999, 
declaring the end of a nearly three-month-long battle 
with Pakistani troops in Kargil, Ladakh.  
Point 5140 - 
Point 5140 is the highest point on the Tololing 
ridgeline. It is the most formidable feature in the Dras 
sub-sector. Lieutenant Sanjeev Singh Jamwal led 
Bravo Company, the Delta Company was led by the 
then Lieutenant Vikram Batra. Vikram Batra was 
promoted to the rank of captain after the capture of 
Point 5140.  
Operation Vijay - 
In the year 1999, India and Pakistan signed the Lahore 
Agreement to mutually resolve the Kashmir issue in a 
peaceful manner. However, the Pakistani troops began 
infiltrating toward Indian side of the Line of Control 
(LoC) under Operation Badr, hoping to cut off Indian 
Troops in Siachen.  Indian Army responded by 
launching Operation Vijay. On 3rd May 1999, 
Pakistan started this war when it had infiltrated into 
the high altitudes in the rocky mountainous region of 
Kargil with around 5000 soldiers and captured it. 
When the Indian Government got the information it, 
‘Operation Vijay’ was launched by the Indian army to 
throw back the intruders who had treacherously 
occupied Indian Territory.  
 
Parle remains the top FMCG brand in India 
 
According to Kantar India’s annual Brand Footprint 
study, locally produced biscuit brand Parle continued 
to be the most popular brand among fast-moving 
consumer goods in India in 2021, topping the rankings 
for the eleventh year in a row.  Based on Consumer 
Reach Points (CRPs), the report assessed the FMCG 
brands that consumers will choose in 2021.  CRP are 
evaluated based on the actual purchases made by 
customers and the regularity with which they occur 
throughout a given year.  In other words, CRP gauges 
a brand’s mass appeal based on its penetration and 
how consumers feel it based on how frequently they 
purchase it. After Parle, the other top brands on the 
list are Amul, Britannia, Clinic Plus, and Tata 
Consumer Products.  For a record-breaking tenth year 
in a row, Parle is in first place with a CRP score of 

6531 (million). According to Parle, CRP increased by 
14% from the prior year’s ranks.  Comparing the 
present ranks to the same time last year, Amul‘s CRP 
improved by 9%, while Britannia’s increased by 14%.  
Haldiram‘s, a brand of packaged goods, reached the 
top 25 ranking at number 24 and joined the billion 
CRP club in the meantime.  Anmol (a brand of cakes 
and biscuits) also joined the CRP club. Due in part to 
increased mobility following the second pandemic 
wave, more brands reported CRP growth in 2021 
compared to 2020.  
 
List of top 20 busiest airports in the world released 
 
Airports Council International has released the list of 
top 20 busiest airports in the world.  The top 20 
airports accounted for 19% of global traffic (or, 863 
million passengers) in 2021.  The top seven ranks are 
held by US airports, with Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport topping the list.  Indira Gandhi 
International Airport in New Delhi ranks 13th on the 
list. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 
(ATL, 75. 7 million passengers) is back on the top of 
the 2021 rankings followed by Dallas Forth Worth 
(DFW, 62. 5 million passengers) and Denver (DEN, 
58. 8 million passengers).  From the top 20 rankings, 
almost all airports have significant domestic traffic 
representing 65% to 100% of their total passengers.  
The only exception is Istanbul International Airport 
(IST) with a larger international traffic share (72% of 
passenger traffic).  
ACI:  
Airports Council International (ACI), the trade 
association of the world’s airports, was founded in 
1991 with the objective of fostering cooperation 
among its member airports and other partners in world 
aviation, including the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, the International Air Transport 
Association and the Civil Air Navigation Services 
Organization.  
 Headquarters: Montreal, Canada 
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Skylight 

 
The Indian Army conducted a pan-India satellite 
communication exercise named ‘Ex Skylight’. The 
main objective of this exercise was to test the 
operational readiness and robustness of its hi-tech 
satellite communication systems, in the event of an 
attack by an adversary. The Indian Army is preparing 
to have its own multi-band dedicated satellite, with 
added security features by 2025. The dedicated 
GSAT-7B satellite of Army is a first of its kind 
indigenous multi-band satellite, designed with 
advanced security features.  It will support tactical 
communication requirements for troops deployed on 
ground, remotely piloted aircraft, air defence weapons 
and other mission critical and fire support platforms. 
ISRO and various agencies responsible for space and 
ground segments also participated in the exercise. The 
IAF and Navy already have their own GSAT-7 series 
satellites.  
 
Vinbax 2022 

 
A nearly three-week military exercise carried jointly 
by the armies of India and Vietnam concluded in 
Chandimandir. The Indian Army said it was for the 
time that the Vietnam People’s Army (VPA) 
undertook a field training exercise with a foreign 
army.  The exercise had commenced on August 1 and 
was focused on deployment of Army Engineer and 
Medical teams in UN Peacekeeping operations.  
Vietnam has deployed a contingent in UN 
peacekeeping operations for the first time in South 

Sudan while India has a long and rich tradition of 
contributing to UN peacekeeping missions. The next 
edition of VINBAX will be hosted in Vietnam in 
2023.  
 
Vostok-2022 

 
China‘s People’s Liberation Army will send some 
troops to Russia to participate in the Vostok-2022 
(East) strategic exercise, in accordance with the two 
countries’ yearly military cooperation plan and 
agreement. The People’s Liberation Army of China 
will take part in the Vostok-2022 strategic command 
and staff exercise in Russia, which also includes the 
armies of India, Belarus, Tajikistan, and Mongolia.  
China‘s military’s participation in the exercise has 
nothing to do with the current international and 
regional situation, but is instead intended to strengthen 
practical and cordial ties with the militaries of other 
participating nations, raise the bar for strategic 
coordination, and increase capacity to respond to a 
range of security threats. The Vostok-2022 strategic 
command and staff exercise will be conducted at 13 
training facilities in the Eastern Military District under 
the direction of Valery Gerasimov, the head of the 
Russia‘s General Staff, according to the Russia‘s news 
agency TASS.  Between August 30 and September 5, 
the drills are anticipated to take place. The 
participating soldiers would rehearse maintaining 
military security in the eastern region, the Russia‘s 
Defense Ministry had earlier indicated.  
 
Udarashakti 

 

Defence Exercise 
 

Defence Exercise of the Month
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MCCA contingent of the Indian Air Force left for 
Malaysia to participate in a bilateral exercise named 
Udarashakti.  This is the first bilateral exercise being 
conducted between Indian Air Force and Royal 
Malaysian Air Force RMAF. Indian Air Force is 
participating in the air exercise with Su-30 MKI and 
C-17 aircraft while the RMAF will be flying Su 30 
MKM aircraft.  The Indian contingent departed from 
one of its air bases directly for their destination, the 
RMAF base of Kuantan. The exercise will give an 
opportunity to IAF contingent members to share and 
learn best practices with some of the best 
professionals from RMAF, while also discussing 
mutual combat capabilities. The four days of exercise 
will witness the conduct of various aerial combat 
drills between the two Air Forces. Ex Udarashakti will 
fortify the long-standing bond of friendship and 
enhance the avenues of defence cooperation between 
the two Air Forces, thereby augmenting security in the 
region.  
 
Ex Vajra Prahar 2022 

 
The 13th Edition of the Indo-US Joint Special Forces 
exercise “Ex Vajra Prahar 2022” commenced at the 
Special Forces Training School at Bakloh of Himachal 
Pradesh. The Vajra Prahar series of joint exercise aims 
to share best practices and experiences in areas such 
as joint mission planning and operational tactics as 
also to improve inter-operability between the Special 
Forces of both the Nations.  This annual exercise is 
hosted alternatively between India and the United 
States.  The 12th edition was conducted at Joint Base 
Lewis Mcchord, Washington (USA) in October last 
year. This joint exercise is a significant step in 
strengthening the traditional bond of friendship 
between the special forces of both Nations as well as 
improve bilateral defence cooperation between India 
and the USA. During the exercise, teams of both 
armies would jointly train, plan and execute a series of 
Special Operations, Counter Terrorist Operations, Air 

Borne operations in simulated conventional and 
unconventional scenarios in mountainous terrain.  
 

Yudh Abhyas 

 
India and the US will hold an over two-week-long 
mega military exercise in Uttarakhand's Auli in 
October amid the fast-evolving regional security 
scenario. The 18th edition of exercise “Yudh Abhyas” 
is scheduled to take place from October 14 to 31.  A 
number of complex drills are being planned for the 
mega exercise.  The exercise is aimed at enhancing 
understanding, cooperation and interoperability 
between the two armies.  The last edition of the 
exercise took place in October last year in Alaska in 
the US. The Indo-US defence ties have been on an 
upswing for the past few years.  In June 2016, the US 
designated India a “Major Defence Partner”.  The two 
countries have also inked key defence and security 
pacts over the past few years, including the Logistics 
Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA).  
The agreement that allows militaries of two countries 
to use each other’s bases for repair and replenishment 
of supplies as well as provides for deeper cooperation.  
 
Pitch Black 2022 

 
India will be part of the mega air combat exercise 
“Pitch Black 2022” among 17-nations, to be held in 
the Northern Territory of Australia. The three-week-
long military exercise Pitch Black is scheduled to take 
place from August 19 to September 6, 2022. Over 100 
aircraft and 2,500 military personnel from 17 nations 
will be part of the drill. The exercise is being 
conducted after a gap of four-years due to Covid.  The 
last edition was held in 2018. The participating 
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countries include the US, India, Australia, Japan, 
Canada, France, Germany, Indonesia, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, the Netherlands, South 
Korea, Singapore, Thailand, the UAE and the UK.  Ex 
Pitch Black is a biennial multi-national large force 
employment warfare exercise, hosted by Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF). The objectives for the 
exercise is to foster closer relationship between the 
participating forces and promote interoperability 
through exchange of knowledge and experience.  
 
 
Pacific Dragon  

 
The biennial Pacific Dragon ballistic missile defense 
exercise between the military of South Korea, the 
United States and Japan is being held from August 01 
to August 14, 2022 off the coast of Hawaii. Pacific 
Dragon is basically a trilateral ballistic missile defense 
(BMD) tracking event between the U. S.  Navy, Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force and Republic of Korea 
Navy. However, apart from the three countries, 
Canada and Australia is also taking part in the 
multilateral drill in 2022, which is being led by the US 
Pacific Fleet . The Pacific Dragon exercise aims to 
improve interoperability and tactical and technical 
coordination among participants in detecting, tracking, 
reporting and assessing ballistic targets.  It also aims 
to enhance the readiness against escalating threats 
from North Korea.  
 
Ex VINBAX 2022 

 
The 3rd Edition of Vietnam-India Bilateral Army 
Exercise “Ex VINBAX 2022” will begin at 
Chandimandir.  It will continue till 20th August.  The 
exercise is a sequel to previously conducted bilateral 

exercise in Vietnam in 2019 and a major milestone in 
strengthening the bilateral relations between India and 
Vietnam.  India and Vietnam share a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership and defence cooperation is a key 
pillar of this partnership.  Vietnam is an important 
partner in India’s Act East policy and the Indo-Pacific 
vision. The theme of Ex VINBAX - 2022 is 
employment and deployment of an Engineer 
Company and a Medical Team as part of United 
Nations Contingent for Peace Keeping Operations. 
India has a rich legacy of deployment of troops in 
United Nations missions and has some of the best 
capacities to impart United Nations peace operations 
training incorporating best practices and hands on 
training to prospective United Nations peacekeepers at 
tactical, operational and strategic levels. The conduct 
of Ex VINBAX - 2022 as a field training exercise 
with enhanced scope from previous editions of 
bilateral exercise will strengthen mutual confidence, 
inter-operability and enable sharing of best practices 
between the Indian Army and Vietnam People's 
Army.   The joint exercise will also provide an 
opportunity to the troops of both the Contingents to 
learn the social and cultural heritage of each other.  
Indian Army is being represented by troops from the 
105 Engineer Regiment.  
 
AL NAJAH –IV 
 
The joint military Exercise  AL NAJAH -IV between 
contingents of Indian Army  and the Royal Army of 
Oman started at the Foreign Training Node of 
Mahajan Field Firing Range in Bikaner, Rajasthan.  It 
would conclude on August 13. The Royal Army of 
Oman contingent comprising 60 personnel from the 
Sultan of Oman Parachute Regiment have allready 
arrived at the exercise location. The Indian Army is 
represented by troops from the 18 Mechanised 
Infantry Battalion.  The previous edition of Ex AL 
NAJAH IV was organised at Muscat from 12 to 25 
March 2019. The joint exercise would focus on 
Counter Terrorism Operations, Regional Security 
Operations and Peace Keeping Operations under 
United Nations charter apart from organising joint 
physical training schedules, tactical drills, techniques 
and procedures. Joint military exercise aims to 
enhance the level of defence co-operation between 
Indian Army and Royal Army of Oman and will 
further manifest in enhancing the bilateral relations 
between the two nations.  
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Day Observed/Celebrated As Theme/Importance 

02-Sep Coconut Day To highlight the importance and uses of coconuts. 

05-Sep International Day of Charity To commemorate the death anniversary of Mother Teresa 

05-Sep Teachers' Day To mark the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna recipient Dr 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 

08-Sep International Literacy Day Transforming Literacy Learning Spaces 

10-Sep World Suicide Prevention Day CREATING HOPE THROUGH ACTION 

11-Sep Patriot Day To honor the memory of nearly 3,000 people who were 
killed in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack in USA. 

14-Sep ह िंदी हदवस 14 हसतिंबर 1949 को सिंहवधान सभा में ह िंदी को राजभाषा का दजाा हदया 
गया था। 

14-Sep World First Aid Day To raise awareness of how first aid can prevent injuries and 
save lives everyday and in crisis situation 

15-Sep Engineer's Day As a mark of remembrance and tribute to the greatest Indian 
engineer Bharat Ratna Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya. 

15-Sep International Day of 
Democracy 

To mark the adoption of Universal Declaration on 
Democracy by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in 1997. 

16-Sep 
International Day for the 
Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer 

Montreal Protocol@35: global cooperation protecting life on 
earth 

21-Sep International Day of Peace and 
Non-Violence (UN) End racism. Build peace 

21-Sep World Alzheimer's Day To raise awareness among the challenges of common stigma 
that surrounds Alzheimer related dementia 

23-Sep International Day of Sign 
Languages 

To mark the establishment of the World Federation of the 
Deaf in 1951. 

26-Sep World Maritime Day New technologies for greener shipping 

27-Sep World Tourism Day To commemorate the anniversary of the adoption of the 
UNWTO Statutes on 27 September 1970 

4th Sunday  
of Sep World Rivers Day To mark the inception of "Water for Life Decade" 

programme in 2005 by UN 

28-Sep World Rabies Day 
To mark the death anniversary of Louis Pasteur, the French 
chemist and microbiologist, who developed the first rabies 
vaccine. 

29-Sep World Heart Day To spread awareness heart disease and stroke prevention 

30-Sep International Translation Day To mark the death anniversary of St. Jerome, the Bible 
translator who is considered the patron saint of translators. 

  

Important Days of the Month 
 

Important Days of the Month
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Books and Authors

Book: The Struggle for Police Reforms in 
India
Author: Prakash Singh
About: The book provides the historical 
background to the origin of the Indian Police 
and traces the evolution during British Rule 
and subsequently since independence.

B o o k :  T h e  B o y  W h o  W r o t e  a 
Constitution
Author: Rajesh Talwar
About: This book is a fact-based drama 
on Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar’s own 
recollections of his childhood has been 
released. It is published by Ponytale 
Books. 

Book: Chinese Spies: From Chairman 
Mao to Xi Jinping
Author: Roger Faligot
About: The foreword of the book is 
written by Vikram Sood, the former head 
of R&AW. The book ‘Chinese Spies’ was 
originally published in French in 2008.

B o o k :  I N D O - PA K  WA R  1 9 7 1 - 
Reminiscences of Air Warriors
Author: Air Marshal Jagjeet Singh and 
Group Captain Shailendra Mohan
About: The book features 50 Swarnim 
articles written by veterans narrating 
their experiences in detail.

Book: The Promise 
Author: Damon Galgut
About: The Promise is a family saga 
spanning four decades, each of which 
features a death in the family. It was 
published by Europa Editions in the US.

Book: Leaders, Politicians, Citizens
Author: Rasheed Kidwai 
About: The book compiles stories of 50 
personalities who influenced India’s 
polit ical  landscape. The book is 
published by Hachette India.

Book: Great Circle
Author: Maggie Shipstead
About: This book is a relentlessly 
e x c i t i n g  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  w o m a n 
maneuvering her way between tradition 
and prejudice to get what she wants. 

Book: Amit Shah and The March of BJP
Author:  Dr Anirban Ganguly and 
Shiwanand Dwivedi 
About: The book documents the life and 
political journey of Amit Shah and details 
his contribution to BJP in making it the 
world’s biggest political organisation.

Book: A Place Called Home
Author: Preeti Shenoy
About: The novel is about secrets, 
family, and finding yourself. The 
book published by HarperCollins 
Publishers India.

Book: Bewilderment
Author: Richard Powers
About: This novel tells a story about a 
father, Theo Byrne, his son, Robin, and 
their grief for a wife and mother, Alyssa, 
who died in a car accident. 

Books and Authors
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SC appoints senior advocate Maninder Singh as 
amicus curiae in BCCI case 

 
 

The Supreme Court has appointed senior advocate 
Maninder Singh as amicus curiae for the case relating 
to BCCI. Maninder, an ex-additional solicitor general 
of India, replaces PS Narasimha, who has now 
become a Supreme Court judge. The apex court has 
fixed the hearing on the plea of BCCI for amending its 
constitution concerning tenure of office bearers on 
July 28. Earlier, the Justice RM Lodha-led committee 
had recommended reforms in the BCCI which have 
been accepted by the top court.  According to the 
recommendations, there should be a three-year 
cooling-off period for the office bearers of the BCCI 
after a tenure of six years once a post comes to an end 
at the state cricket association or the BCCI level.  
Who is amicus curiae?  
An amicus curiae is an individual or organization who 
is not a party to a legal case, but who is permitted to 
assist a court by offering information, expertise, or 
insight that has a bearing on the issues in the case.  
The decision on whether to consider an amicus brief 
lies within the discretion of the court.   
BCCI:  
 Headquarters: Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai 
 President: Sourav Ganguly 
 CEO: Hemang Amin 
 Vice president: Rajeev Shukla 
 Secretary: Jay Shah 
 Men's coach: Rahul Dravid 
 Women's coach: Ramesh Powar 

 

Rajarshi Gupta takes over as Managing Director 
of ONGC Videsh 
 

Rajarshi Gupta has taken over as Managing Director 
of ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the overseas investment 
arm of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(ONGC).  

He replaces Alok Gupta who superannuated last 
month. Rajarshi Gupta has more than 33 years of 
wide-ranging experience in supervisory, managerial 
and strategic planning capacities in domestic and 
international operations of ONGC and ONGC Videsh.  
Prior to this, he was Executive Director - Chief of 
Corporate Strategy & Planning in ONGC. A 
mechanical engineer from NIT Rourkela and a Gold 
Medallist in MBA (International Business) from the 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, he spent 13 years in 
ONGC Videsh during 2006-2019, working across the 
globe in diverse geographical and fiscal regimes, in 
business development, merger and acquisitions, and 
project management of exploration and development 
projects.  
ONGC Videsh 
 Headquarters location: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1965 
 Subsidiaries: ONGC Campos Ltda.etc.  
 
Droupadi Murmu elected 15th President of India 

 
 
Droupadi Murmu has been elected as the 15th 
President of India.  Ms Murmu bagged 64 per cent of 
the votes in the poll and opposition Candidate 
Yashwant Sinha got 36 per cent.   
Droupadi Murmu: 
Droupadi Murmu is the first-ever person belonging to 
a scheduled tribe community to occupy the top post of 

Recent Appointments 
 

Recent Appointments
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Indian President.  She became India’s first woman 
tribal governor and the first female tribal leader from 
Odisha to be appointed as a governor of an Indian 
state. She also served as the national vice-president of 
BJP Scheduled Tribes Morcha. She also served as the 
Minister of State with Independent Charge for 
Commerce and Transportation from March 6, 2000- 
August 6, 2002.  In 2017, she was awarded the 
Nilkantha award for the best MLA by Odisha 
Legislative Assembly.  
 
Who elects President of India? 
The President of India is elected by the members of 
the electoral college, which comprises elected 
members from two houses of Parliament, Lok and 
Rajya Sabha except nominated MPs and elected 
members of the State Legislative Assemblies.  
 
Dinesh Gunawardena appointed as new Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka 

 
 
Senior politician Dinesh Gunawardena took over as 
Sri Lanka's prime minister as President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe swore in his new Cabinet. A stalwart 
of Sri Lankan politics, Gunawardena, 73, earlier 
served as the foreign minister and education minister.   
He was appointed as Home Minister in April by then 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The prime minister's 
post fell vacant after Wickremesinghe, 73, was sworn 
in as the country's eighth president after Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa fled the country and then resigned as 
president. He has called for bipartisanship to address 
the unprecedented economic crisis the country is 
facing.  
 
Sri Lanka 
 Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
 Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 
 
 

Sanjiv Puri elected CII Vice President for FY23, R 
Dinesh as President Designate 

 
 
R Dinesh, Executive Vice-Chairman of TVS Supply 
Chain Solutions, has been chosen as the 
Confederation of Indian Industry’s (CII) President 
Designate for the years 2022–2023.  He previously 
served as the Chairman of the National Committees 
on Logistics, the CII Family Business Network India 
Chapter Council, the CII Tamil Nadu State Council, 
and the CII Institute of Logistics Advisory Council.  
From 2018 to 2019, he served as the Chairman of the 
CII Southern Region. Sanjiv Puri, Chairman and 
Managing Director of ITC, was elected as the Vice-
President of CII at a meeting of the CII National 
Council held in Delhi.  For 2022–2023, Sanjiv Bajaj, 
Chairman and Managing Director of Bajaj Finserv 
Ltd. , will continue to serve as CII President.  
Confederation of Indian Industry’s (CII): 
The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), an 
advocacy and trade association with its main office in 
New Delhi, India, was established in 1895.  To 
influence the global, regional, and industrial agendas, 
CII works with business, governmental, intellectual, 
and other leaders of society.  The organisation is 
based on membership.  
 
Suranjan Das appointed as the new president of 
AIU 

 
 
The Jadavpur University Vice-Chancellor, Suranjan 
Das was appointed as the president of the Association 
of Indian Universities (AIU).  His tenure as president 
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will be for one year from July 1.  Das said he will take 
up the issue of executing the new education policy’s 
(NEP) salient features, raising central funding for state 
varsities involved in important research activities, and 
work on taking the standards of Indian universities to 
global levels.  Das, an eminent historian, was 
appointed the vice-president of AIU a year ago.  
Association of Indian Universities: 
Association of Indian Universities is an organisation 
and association of major universities in India.  It is 
based in Delhi.  It evaluates the courses, syllabi, 
standards, and credits of foreign Universities pursued 
abroad and equates them in relation to various courses 
offered by Indian Universities.  
 Secretary General: Dr.  (Mrs. ) Pankaj Mittal 
 
WCD Minister Smriti Irani assumes additional 
charge of Ministry of Minority Affairs 

 
 
Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani 
assumed additional charge of Ministry of Minority 
Affairs.  She took over from Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
who resigned from the Union Council of Ministers.   
President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the resignation 
of Naqvi, whose Rajya Sabha term ends. Irani was 
assigned the charge of the Ministry of Minority 
Affairs, in addition to her existing portfolio of 
Minister for Women and Child Development.  
 
Former Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant to be new 
Sherpa of G-20 

 
 

The Centre appointed Amitabh Kant, former chief 
executive officer (CEO) of the government’s policy 
think tank NITI Aayog, as India’s Sherpa for the 
Group of Twenty (G20) grouping, replacing Minister 
of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal. The 
appointment comes ahead of India’s G20 Presidency 
from December 1, 2022, to November 30, 2023, 
culminating in the first-ever G20 summit to be 
organised by the country in 2023. With the G20 
Presidency coming to India this year from December, 
there was a need for a full-time Sherpa to devote time 
to numerous meetings scheduled to be held in 
different parts of the country. G20 is the premier 
forum for the world’s largest industrialised and 
emerging economies for international economic 
cooperation and plays a pivotal role in global 
economic governance. Kant, a career bureaucrat who 
retired last month from the Aayog, will be the 
personal representative of the head of the government 
— Prime Minister Narendra Modi — at the G20 
summit.  
Note: India has been a member of the G20 since its 
inception in 1999.  India is part of the G20 troika 
(preceding, current, and incoming G20 Presidencies) 
from December 1, 2021, until November 30, 2024.  
 
KVIC gets a new Chairman: Manoj Kumar 

 
 
Manoj Kumar, former expert member of marketing at 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC), 
has been promoted to take charge as Chairman of the 
Government of India’s statutory body. KVIC’s former 
Chairman Vinai Kumar Saxena has moved on to take 
charge as the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. Manoj 
Kumar was earlier part of KVIC as the Expert 
Member (Marketing) and has professional experience 
in the areas of marketing and rural development.  
KVIC: 
KVIC is a statutory body incorporated under the 
Parliament Act with the aim to develop Khadi and 
other village industries in rural areas. The Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission is a statutory body 
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formed in April 1957 by the Government of India, 
under the Act of Parliament, ‘Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission Act of 1956’. Earlier this year 
KVIC had achieved Rs 1. 15 lakh crore turnover in 
2021-22, clocking a growth rate of 20.54 per cent 
from the previous year.  
 Founded: 1956 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 
SEBI clears appointment of BSE chief Ashish 
Chauhan as new NSE CEO & MD 

 
 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
has approved the appointment of Ashishkumar 
Chauhan as the next Managing Director and CEO of 
the National Stock Exchange (NSE), the country’s 
largest stock exchange. Chauhan is currently the MD 
and CEO of the BSE and his tenure will end in 
November this year.   He will join in place of Vikram 
Limaye whose five-year tenure ended on July 15. 
Chauhan is one of the founders of the NSE where he 
worked from 1992 to 2000.  At the NSE, he was 
involved in setting up India’s first fully automated 
screen-based trading system and first commercial 
satellite communications network. This is Chauhan’s 
second tenure in the BSE and under SEBI guidelines, 
a candidate cannot be appointed as MD & CEO for 
more than two tenures.  BSE is also searching for a 
new CEO in place of Chauhan. As per Sebi norm, the 
MD and CEO of a stock exchange has to apply and 
compete with other candidates for the top job after the 
completion of the five-year term.  Limaye was 
appointed the NSE chief in July 2017 following the 
exit of Chitra Ramkrishna amid the probe into co-
location scam.  
 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI):  
 Formed: April 12, 1988 (Established), January 30, 

1992 (Acquired Statutory Status) 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra  
 Chairman: Madhabi Puri Buch 

Raymond appoints Coca-Cola veteran Atul Singh 
to lead the Group 

 
 
Raymond announced that Atul Singh will lead the 
group. The nomination and remuneration committee 
of Raymond has recommended his appointment as 
executive vice-chairman to the Board.  It is subject to 
necessary regulatory clearances. Singh has over 35 
years of leadership experience, leading businesses 
across several geographies.  He worked at Coca-Cola 
for two decades at several senior leadership positions 
and concluded his journey there as chairman, Asia-
Pacific. He also spearheaded businesses across 25 
countries. Prior to joining Coca-Cola, Singh worked at 
Colgate-Palmolive for 10 years where he held several 
key positions globally.  
Raymonds 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: 1925 
 Subsidiary: Raymond Ltd 
 MD: Gautam Singhania 
 
RBI approves appointment of Meena Hemchandra 
as part-time chairman of Karur Vysya Bank 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has authorised 
Meena Hemchandra‘s appointment as the Karur 
Vysya bank‘s temporary chairperson for three years, 
according to private sector lender Karur Vysya Bank.  
Hemchandra’s application for the position of non-
executive independent (part-time) chairperson of the 
bank had been recommended by the bank to the RBI 
in May. Hemchandra‘s (64) term is approved for 3 
years beginning on the day he assumes office. She has 
over 35 years of banking expertise in a variety of RBI 
areas as a career banker. From June 2015 to 
November 2017, Hemchandra served as the RBI’s 
Executive Director.  
Karur Vysya Bank: 
 Founded: 1916 
 Headquarters: Karur, Tamil Nadu 
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 MD & CEO: Mr.  Ramesh Babu 
 
Md.  Mustafizur Rahman appointed Bangladesh 
High Commissioner to India 

 
 
The Govt.  of Bangladesh has decided to appoint Md.  
Mustafizur Rahman, as the next High Commissioner 
of Bangladesh to India. He will be replacing 
Muhammad Imran in this capacity, said a press release 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) issued on 
Wednesday. Md.  Mustafizur Rahman is currently 
serving as the Permanent Representative of 
Bangladesh to the United Nations Offices in Geneva 
and the Ambassador to Switzerland.   
Bangladesh:  
 Capital: Dhaka 
 President: Abdul Hamid 
 Prime Minister: Sheikh Hasina 
 Currency: Taka 
 
Sri Lankan PM Ranil Wickremesinghe appointed 
as Acting President after Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled 
to Maldives 

 
 
Sri Lankan Parliament Speaker Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena has informed that Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe has been appointed as Acting 
President after Gotabaya Rajapaksa fled to the 
Maldives. Soon after taking over as the acting 
President, Ranil Wickremesinghe declared a state of 
emergency as protests continued across the country.  

Mr. Wickremasinghe also imposed Curfew in the 
Western Province with immediate effect. This was in 
response to the continued protests at various protest 
sites across Sri Lanka. Four persons were hospitalized 
with injuries following a clash at Go Home Gota 
protest site at Galle Face Green. The economic crisis 
in the island-state of Sri Lanka that started in 2019, is 
the country's worst-ever since its independence in 
1948. The crisis saw unprecedented levels of inflation, 
near-depletion of foreign exchange reserves, shortages 
of medical supplies, and an increase in prices of basic 
commodities. The crisis is said to have begun due to 
multiple compounding factors like external debt, a 
nationwide policy to shift to organic or biological 
farming, tax cuts, Easter bombings in 2019, and the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. India has been 
helping Sri Lanka through humanitarian assistance 
worth over 3.5 billion dollars by providing food, 
medicines, and fuel through several lines of credit.  
 
Jubliant FoodWorks' ex-CEO Pota to lead Advent-
backed Eureka Forbes 

 
 
Pratik Pota, the former CEO of Jubilant FoodWorks 
Ltd (JFL), will lead Advent International's portfolio 
company, Eureka Forbes. Pota will take on the role of 
Managing Director and CEO of Eureka Forbes from 
August 16 and lead the management team to continue 
scaling the business, Advent announced. Before JFL, 
he held leadership roles in PepsiCo, Airtel and 
Hindustan Unilever. Last year in September, Advent 
International acquired a majority stake in Eureka 
Forbes, the consumer durables flagship company of 
Shapoorji Pallonji Group, for Rs 4,400 crore. Eureka 
Forbes Ltd is an Indian multinational consumer goods 
company based in Mumbai, India. It was founded in 
1982 and is a part of the Shapoorji Pallonji Group. It 
provides water purification, devices, vacuum cleaners, 
air purification systems, and home security products. 
In 2012, Eureka Forbes received three awards at the 
6th Water Digest Awards for Best Domestic Water 
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Purifier RO for Aquaguard Enhance Green RO, Best 
Domestic Water Purifier UV for Aquaguard Enhance 
UV and Best Water Purifier Award in the Storage 
Non-Electric category’ for AquaSure Amrit. In 2015, 
Eureka Forbes was listed as India's 18th 'Best Places 
to Work For'.  
 
Parameswaran Iyer, who handled Swachh Bharat, 
takes charge as Niti CEO 

 
 
Parameswaran Iyer, who had spearheaded the 
implementation of the flagship USD 20 billion 
Swachh Bharat Mission, took charge as the CEO of 
NITI Aayog. A 1981-batch IAS officer of Uttar 
Pradesh cadre, Iyer has worked with both the public 
and private sectors. He was secretary in the Ministry 
of Drinking Water and Sanitation during 2016-20. 
Iyer had taken voluntary retirement from the Indian 
Administrative Service in 2009. He had also worked 
as a senior rural water sanitation specialist at the 
United Nations.  
 
NITI Aayog 
 Formed: 1 January 2015 
 Jurisdiction: Government of India 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Chairperson: Narendra Modi 
 
IFAD chooses its top finance executive Alvaro 
Lario as new President of IFAD 

 
 
The governing council of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) has been appointed 

as Spain’s Alvaro Lario new President. Lario will take 
office on 1 October 2022 and serve a four-year term. 
He will succeed Gilbert Houngbo who has led the 
organisation since 2017.  
 
Key aspects: 
 Lario, who would become IFAD 7th president, 

will lead the UN agency at a crucial time when 
global food prices are surging, induced by the 
Ukraine war, climate change, and the pandemic, 
with the World’s poorest countries hardest hit.  

 New figures published by five UN agencies 
including IFAD showed the world falling further 
behind in efforts to end hunger and poverty in line 
with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.  

 The State of Food Security and Nutrition report 
showed that hunger globally rose to as many as 
828 million in 2021, an increase of 150 million 
since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 
Rajendra Prasad assumes the charge of MD of 
National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited 

 
 
Rajendra Prasad has been appointed as the Managing 
Director of National High-Speed Rail Corporation 
Limited (NHSRCL) after the government dismissed 
Satish Agnihotri over corruption allegations. He is 
working as Director of Project with NHSRCL since 
November 2017 and is overall in charge of civil 
engineering works of the Mumbai Ahmedabad High-
Speed Rail Project, popularly known as the Bullet 
Train Project. As the Director of Project, NHSRCL, 
he has spearheaded the civil works of the MAHSR 
section in the state of Gujarat i. e. 352 Km including 
the award of the biggest single Infrastructure contract 
in the country comprising of 237 Km long via-duct 
and 4 stations.  
 
National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited: 
 Founded: 12 February 2016 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
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Brajesh Kumar Upadhyay is new chief of Goa 
Shipyard 

 
 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) 
has approved the appointment of Brajesh Kumar 
Upadhyay as Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) 
of Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL), a PSU under the 
Ministry of Defence. Upadhyay has been appointed to 
the post for a period of five years from the date of his 
assumption of charge of the post, or until further 
orders, whichever is earlier.  
Goa Shipyard Limited: 
 Founded: 1957 
 Headquarters: Goa 
 
New Nominated Rajya Sabha Members 2022: PT 
Usha, Veerendra Heggade, KV Vijayendra Prasad 
and Ilaiyaraaja 

 
 
The President of India nominated four new members 
to the Rajya Sabha, representing various South Indian 
states. The newly nominated members of the Rajya 
Sabha include PT Usha, Veerendra Heggade, KV 
Vijayendra Prasad, and Ilaiyaraaja. The newly 
nominated Rajya Sabha members include a legendary 
woman athlete, veteran music composer, a 
philanthropist, an Indian screenwriter and film 
director, and the father of SS Rajamouli. PT Usha is 
the only woman out of the four new nominated 
members, while Ilaiyaraaja belongs to the Dalit 
community.  
 
 

Lt Gen Subramanian appointed as Force 
Commander of UN Mission in S Sudan 

 
 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
appointed Lieutenant General Mohan Subramanian of 
the Indian Army as his new Force Commander of the 
UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). He succeeds 
Lieutenant General Shailesh Tinaikar of India. 
Lieutenant General Subramanian has been associated 
with the Indian Army spanning over 36 years. Most 
recently, he served as the General Officer 
Commanding, Military Region (Operational and 
Logistic Readiness Zone) in central India, contributing 
to the Army’s operational and logistic preparedness. 
Previously, he served as the Additional Director 
General for Procurement and Equipment Management 
at the Integrated Headquarters of the Ministry of 
Defence (Army) (2019-2021), General Officer 
Commanding a Strike Infantry Division (2018-2019), 
Deputy General Officer Commanding of Infantry 
Division (2015-2016), Commander of a Mountain 
Brigade (2013-2014) among other appointments 
within the Indian Armed Forces. Lieutenant General 
Subramanian served as India’s Defence Attaché to 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia (2008-2012) and as a 
Staff Officer with the United Nations Mission in 
Sierra Leone in 2000.  
 

Indian origin T Raja Kumar takes over as 
President of FATF, world's anti-terrorism 
financing agency 
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Indian origin T Raja Kumar has taken over as 
President of Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the 
world's anti-terrorism financing agency. Raja Kumar 
will focus on enhancing the effectiveness of global 
anti-money laundering and counter-terrorist financing 
measures, improving asset recovery and other 
initiatives. He has more than 35 years of leadership 
and operational experience in Singapore’s home 
ministry and police force. Raja Kumar succeeds Dr 
Marcus Pleyer as the chief of the FATF and will serve 
a two-year-term. FATF is a global watchdog tasked 
with combatting money laundering and terrorist 
financing. Raja Kumar forged a stronger collaborative 
relationship with key counterparts in the safety and 
security arena, including with strategic partners such 
as INTERPOL and the UN.                
 

Yair Lapid officially become Prime Minister of 
Israel 

 
 
Yair Lapid has officially become the 14th Prime 
Minister of Israel. Yair Lapid’s term could be the 
short one as he take over the caretaker government 
ahead of Israel’s election which was scheduled to take 
place on November 1. Yair Lapid is an Israeli 
politician and a former journalist who is serving as the 
Prime Minister of Israel since July 1, 2022. He also 
previously served as the Alternate Prime Minister of 
Israel and the Prime Minister of Foreign Affairs from 
2021 to 2022. Before entering politics, Yair Lapid was 
an author, TV presenter, and news anchor. Yair Lapid 
became the Prime Minister of Israel after Naftali 
Bennett announced that he would call for a vote to 
dissolve the Knesset and that he will step down as the 
Prime Minister of Israel shortly after the vote. Yair 
Lapid will remain the 14th Prime Minister of Israel 
until a new government is formed after the new 
election.  
 
 
 

Eknath Shinde sworn in as new Maharashtra Chief 
Minister 

 
 
Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde has been sworn in as 
the new Chief Minister of  Maharashtra. Shinde 
became the 20th Chief Minister of the state a day after 
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray resigned as CM 
ahead of a floor test. He was administered the oath of 
office by Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari at the Raj Bhawan in Mumbai. Former 
Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis took the oath as 
the deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra. Eknath 
Shinde was serving previously as the  Cabinet 
Minister of Urban Development and Public Works 
(Public Undertakings) in Maharashtra state 
government. He is also an elected MLA from Kopri-
Pachpakhadi constituency of Thane. He has been 
elected as an MLA in the Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly four consecutive times in 2004, 2009, 2014 
and 2019.  
 
 
IRARC's Avinash Kulkarni to head India Debt 
Resolution Company 

 
 
The chief govt of India Resurgence Asset 
Reconstruction Firm (IRARC), Avinash Kulkarni, has 
been chosen to head the India Debt Decision Firm 
(IDRCL). Kulkarni is a (SBI) veteran, having 
undertaken numerous roles on the public sector 
behemoth. His engagements on the SBI group have 
included assignments within the funding banking and 
advisory arm, Capital Markets. Kulkarni was selected 
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from among a shortlist of six candidates earlier this 
month. With this selection, the key executives are in 
place to start consolidating bad loans from banks 
through the NARCL. Kulkarni’s appointment follows 
another SBI veteran Natarajan Sundar being selected 
as CEO of the National Asset Reconstruction 
Company Limited (NARCL) in April. Sundar took 
over as the CEO at the end of May. Both 
appointments now mean that the key executive 
leadership to run the government-backed ARC is in 
place.  
 
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma takes oath as Delhi 
High Court Chief Justice 

 
 
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma took oath as the new 
Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court. Justice Chandra 
was sworn in by Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar 
Saxena at LG's secretariat Raj Niwas. The post of 
Delhi High Court Chief Justice was lying vacant after 
the retirement of Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel. 
Justice Vipin Sanghi was appointed as the Acting 
Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court in March. 
Justice Sanghi has now been appointed as Chief 
Justice of Uttarakhand High Court. The law ministry 
had notified the transfer of Satish Chandra Sharma 
from the Telangana high court to Delhi earlier this 
month on June 19. Justice Chandra who was serving 
as the Chief Justice of Telangana High Court was 
directed to assume charge of the office of the Delhi 
high court Chief Justice.  
 

Nitin Gupta appointed Chairman of Central Board 
of Direct Taxes 

 

The government has approved the appointment of IRS 
officer Nitin Gupta as the new Chairman of the 
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). Gupta is an 
IRS officer of the 1986 batch of the Income Tax 
cadre. The post of CBDT chief was being held in an 
additional capacity by IRS officer Sangeeta Singh 
after JB Mohapatra's retirement in April. The CBDT is 
headed by a Chairman and can have six members who 
are in the rank of special secretary. It is the 
administrative body for the Income Tax department. 
There are five members in the Board at present with 
1985-batch IRS officer Anuja Sarangi being the senior 
most. The other members are Pragya Sahay Saksena 
and Subashree Anantkrishnan, both from the 1987 
batch of the IRS.  
 
Anil Khanna becomes acting president of IOA 

 
Anil Khanna has been appointed the acting President 
of Indian Olympic Association (IOA). The Delhi High 
Court has ordered that Narinder Dhruv Batra cannot 
continue as the President of the IOA and appointed 
Anil Khanna as acting president. Veteran sports 
administrator Narinder Batra was ordered to stop 
functioning as Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
president by the Delhi High Court “in a contempt 
proceeding”, a month after it asked him to relinquish 
the top job. A vacation bench of Justice Dinesh 
Sharma passed the order on a contempt petition filed 
by Olympian and hockey World Cup winner Aslam 
Sher Khan. On May 25, Batra was removed as IOA 
chief after the Delhi High Court struck down the post 
of ‘life member’ in Hockey India, courtesy which he 
had contested and won the apex body elections back 
in 2017. At that time also, the IOA had installed 
Khanna as its acting chief.  
 
Indian Olympic Association (IOA):  
 President: Narinder Batra 
 Founded: 1927 
 Headquarters location: New Delhi 
 Secretary General: Rajeev Mehta 
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CM introduces e-FIR service and a police app for 
Uttarakhand 
 
The e-FIR service and the Uttarakhand police app 
were introduced by chief minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami. The State police’s five online services are all 
integrated into the police app. Dhami, who spoke at 
the event, asserted that the app will provide better 
services to the public. On behalf of the government’s 
policy of simplification, solution, and resolution, he 
noted that this is a commendable endeavour.  
Key Aspects: 
 The head of the police department The 

Uttarakhand police app now includes all of the 
online services that the State police offers to the 
general public, according to Ashok Kumar.  

 These are Lakshya Nasha Mukt Uttarakhand, 
Meri Yatra, Gaura Shakti, traffic eye, and public 
eye.  

 Additionally linked to this app are the cyber 
hotline number 1930 and the emergency number 
112.  

 He added that with this software, residents will be 
able to report vehicle theft or lost documents 
online while at home using the citizens web portal 
or their mobile phone.  

 The report must be filled out according to the 
description given, and the cyber police station will 
receive the public’s information for registration as 
an e-FIR.  

 
Chemicals & Fertilizers Minister Dr Mansukh 
Mandaviya launches schemes for Strengthening 
Pharmaceuticals Industry 
 
Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Dr. Mansukh 
Mandaviya launched schemes for Strengthening 
Pharmaceuticals Industry in New Delhi with focus on 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Clusters. 
The schemes are Pharmaceutical and Medical Device 
Promotion and development Scheme (PMDPS) and 
Assistance to Pharmaceutical Industries for Common 
Facilities Scheme. The scheme will address the issues 
of technology upgradation at both unit level and 
cluster level.  
Benefits:  

The new scheme have many benefits that will go a 
long way in making the Indian Pharmaceutical 
Industry Aatmanirbhar, more resilient and future-
ready. The government is committed to unlocking the 
enormous potential of the pharma industry. The 
scheme will help the industry to enhance its quality, 
technology and infrastructure upgradation. It will also 
encourage collaboration between various stakeholders 
for the overall development of the sector. The scheme 
will increase investment, encourage research and  
innovation and enable the industry to develop 
futuristic products. He said, the government is 
working relentlessly towards strengthening the 
Pharmaceutical 
 
Govt launches 3 schemes to strengthen MSMEs in 
pharmaceutical sector 
 
The government has launched three schemes to 
strengthen Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) in the pharmaceutical sector. The chemicals 
and fertilisers ministry rolled out the schemes under 
the banner of 'Strengthening Pharmaceuticals Industry' 
(SPI). The schemes provide for credit linked capital 
and interest subsidy for technology upgradation of 
MSME units in pharmaceutical sector, as well as 
support of up to Rs 20 crore each for common 
facilities, including research centre, testing labs and 
ETPs, in pharma clusters. SIDBI will be the project 
management consultant for implementing the scheme.  
The Pharmaceutical Technology Upgradation 
Assistance Scheme (PTUAS) would facilitate 
pharmaceutical MSMEs with proven track record to 
upgrade their technology. The scheme has provisions 
for a capital subsidy of 10 per cent on loans up to a 
maximum limit of Rs 10 crore with a minimum 
repayment period of three years or interest subvention 
of up to 5 per cent (6 per cent in case of units owned 
by SC/ST) on reducing balance basis. Similarly, 
Assistance to Pharma Industries for Common 
Facilities Scheme (API-CF) would strengthen the 
existing pharmaceutical clusters' capacity for 
sustained growth. It provides for an assistance of up to 
70 per cent of the approved project cost or Rs 20 
crore, whichever is less. In case of Himalayan and 
north-east region, the grant-in-aid would be Rs 20 
crore per cluster or 90 per cent of the project cost, 

National News National News
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whichever is less. Pharmaceutical and Medical 
Devices Promotion and Development Scheme 
(PMPDS) would involve preparation of study reports 
on topics of importance for the Indian pharma and 
medical device industry. The scheme is aimed at 
creating a database of pharma and medical device 
sectors.  
 
Govt to introduce new Emigration Bill for safe & 
legal migrations 
 
The Union ministry of external affairs is in the process 
of bringing in a new legislation – the Emigration Bill, 
2022 – to promote “safe and legal” migration and stop 
illegal recruitment agents from duping people Govt.  
like to assure the members that we are planning to 
bring a new emigration bill which will take into 
account a lot of digital tracking… That will ensure 
that there is less breaching of laws in regard to 
emigration. The ministry has taken several initiatives 
to promote legal migration, such as the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Bima Yojana (PBBY) and the Indian 
Community Welfare Fund (ICWF). It has also signed 
labour and manpower cooperation MoUs with 14 
countries, including Denmark, France, the United 
Kingdom and Japan. Apart from this, the central 
government is working with state governments and 
other stakeholders to spread awareness safe and legal 
migration through the MEA’s state outreach 
programmes. These outreach programmes were 
organised in Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam and West Bengal in 2021, and in Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala this year. Also there is the e-Migrate 
(2015) system, which helps immigration officers 
validate passport details when an emigrant arrives at 
the airport to travel abroad.  
 
UP CM launches scheme for cashless medical 
benefit for state employees, pensioners 
 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has 
launched a scheme to provide cashless medical facility 
to more than 75 lakh people including 22 lakh state 
government employees, pensioners and their 
dependents. Under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya State 
Employees Cashless Medical Scheme, the eligible 
people will get cashless medical facilities at 
government-run institutions, medical colleges and 
hospitals without any financial limit. Also, cashless 
medical facilities up to Rs 5 lakh will be available at 

hospitals empanelled under the under the Ayushman 
Bharat Scheme. The State Health Card would be 
provided to the eligible employees and pensioners. An 
action plan should be prepared so that they can 
download their State Health Card on their own and get 
the benefit of cashless medical treatment in 
government or empanelled hospitals. The Antyodaya 
(poorest of the poor) families of the state are being 
provided medical insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh under 
the Mukhyamantri Jan Arogya Yojana. Besides, 
medical insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh is also being 
provided to the registered workers of Construction 
Workers Welfare Board.  
Uttar Pradesh 
 Governor: Anandiben Patel 
 Capital: Lucknow (Executive Branch) 
 Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath 
 
Varanasi Designated First 'Cultural and Tourism 
Capital' of SCO 
 
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh (UP), one of India&#8217;s 
holiest cities that showcases the country's rich culture 
and heritage, has been named the first 'Cultural & 
Tourism Capital' of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) under a new rotating initiative to 
promote people-to-people contacts and tourism among 
the member states. In accordance with a new rotating 
initiative, the title will be awarded during India's SCO 
Presidency from September 2022 to September 2023.  
The SCO Secretariat, headed by Secretary-General, 
Zhang Ming of China, announced this at a press 
conference in Beijing, China.  
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): 
The SCO is an intergovernmental organization 
founded in Shanghai, China, on 15 June 2001. Its 
Secretariat, based in Beijing, China, is the main 
permanent executive body of the SCO. The SCO 
currently comprises eight Member States: China, 
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  
 
PM Narendra Modi inaugurates 296 km long 
Bundelkhand Expressway in UP 
 
Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
296 km long Bundelkhand Expressway at Kaitheri 
village in Orai tehsil of Jalaun, Uttar Pradesh (UP). 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister (CM) Yogi Adityanath 
was also present at the inauguration ceremony. It 



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy /vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

189

passes through seven districts of UP and was 
constructed at a cost of around Rs 14,850 crore. It was 
developed by UPEIDA (Uttar Pradesh Expressway 
Industrial Development Authority).  
Bundelkhand Expressway: 
It is the four-lane expressway, which will be expanded 
into six lanes, passes through seven districts of UP 
Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Jalaun, 
Auraiya and Etawah. The foundation stone for the 
construction of the expressway was laid by the PM on 
February 2020 and finally, the expressway was 
completed in 28 months.  
 
EMM Negative: India's First Unique Blood Group 
found in Gujarat man 
 
EMM Negative Blood Group: India's first unique 
blood group, EMM Negative, has been detected in a 
65-year-old man in Gujarat. EMM Negative Blood 
Group is the world's rarest blood group. The Gujarat 
man is the world's tenth person with the world's most 
rare blood type. The man, who suffers from a heart 
disease, was found to have the world's rarest blood 
group EMM Negative. In general, there are four 
different blood types- A, B, O or AB. However, the 
EMM Negative blood group cannot be classified into 
any of these regular blood types. The human body 
contains a total of 42 different types of blood systems 
including A, B, O, Rh and Duffy. There are 375 
different types of antigens in which EMM is in high 
amounts.  
 
Tripura government launched ‘Earn with Learn’ 
Scheme 
 
The Tripura government has launched a new scheme 
named ‘Earn with Learn’ to bring back those who had 
dropped out of schools following the outbreak of 
Covid-19. This scheme is a part of the ‘Vidyalaya 
Chalo Abhiyan’ (Let’s go to school). The Government 
attempted to bring back dropouts in 2020 by 
implementing the Vidyalaya Chalo Abhiyan, which 
was first started in 2009 but was unable to make any 
progress due to the pandemic. 9,000 students between 
the age group of 6 to14 had dropped out of school 
during the pandemic. The ‘Earn with Learn’ initiative 
of the Tripura Education Department would involve 
third-year students from all colleges in conducting 
surveys to detect dropouts across classes.  

Each volunteer will be given Rs 500 if they enrol a 
dropout student in the same school. Anganwadi 
teachers will assist the volunteers to make sure the 
programme is a success.  
Tripura: 
 Capital: Agartala 
 Chief Minister: Manik Saha 
 Governor: Satyadeo Narain Arya 
 
Paper Import Monitoring System, PIMS will come 
into effect from 1st October this year 
 
Paper Import Monitoring System, PIMS will come 
into effect from 1st October this year. As per PIMS, 
an importer will have to provide advance information 
online the import of papers and obtain a registration 
number. The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has 
introduced Paper Import Monitoring System by 
amending the import policy of major paper products. 
The PIMS will be applicable on import by a Domestic 
Territory Area unit on a wide range of paper products 
covering 201 tariff lines, such as newsprint, handmade 
paper, tissue paper, toilet paper and cartons. Paper 
products like currency paper, bank bond and Cheque 
paper and security printing paper have been excluded 
from mandatory registration. An importer will be 
required to obtain an automatic registration number 
through online system by paying a registration fee of 
five hundred rupees, not earlier than 75th day and not 
later than 5th day before the expected date of arrival 
of import consignment. The automatic registration 
number shall remain valid for a period of 75 days and 
multiple consignments bill of entry will be allowed in 
same registration number.  
 
Interpol's ICSE database: CBI's new weapon to 
fight online sexual abuse of children-India 
 
India has joined Interpol’s international child sexual 
exploitation (ICSE) database which will allow it to 
draw links between victims, abusers, and crime scenes 
using audio-visual data. The CBI, which is India’s 
nodal agency for Interpol matters, joined the database 
making India the 68th country to connect to it, 
according to a statement from Interpol. An 
intelligence and investigative tool, the database allows 
specialized investigators to share information on cases 
of child sexual abuse. Through the image and video 
comparison software, the investigators can nail down 
the criminals by identifying victims and places of 
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crime. The database avoids duplication of effort and 
saves precious time by letting investigators know 
whether a series of images has already been 
discovered or identified in another country, or whether 
it has similar features to other images.  
Interpol: 
 Headquarters: Lyon, France 
 President: Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi 
 Founded: 7 September 1923, Vienna, Austria 
 
Amit Shah virtually unveils statue of Sri 
Ramanujacharya in Srinagar 
 
Union home minister, Amit Shah virtually unveiled 
the ‘Statue of Peace’ of Swamy Ramanujacharya in 
Srinagar, located in a temple in the Sonwar region. 
Saint Ramanujacharya, also known as Ramanuja, is 
considered to be a great thinker, philosopher and 
social reformer, a south Indian Brahmin born in Tamil 
Nadu’s Sriperumbudur.  
Ramanuja: 
Ramanuja is known to have revolted against the 
discrimination of untouchability and played a role in 
bringing a big change in society. He is a follower of 
Vaishnavism and taught people the principles of 
salvation. He wrote many books, including Sri 
Bhashya, Vedartha Sangraha and Bhagavad Gita 
Bhasya, based on his belief that is different from the 
teachings of Adi Shankaracharya. The saint is known 
for judging people not by their caste at birth, but by 
their character.  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate a 
three-day Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam in 
Varanasi 
 
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurate a three-day Akhil 
Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam in Varanasi, organized 
by the Ministry of Education in association with 
University Grants Commission (UGC) and Banaras 
Hindu University. The education summit is being 
organised by University Grants Commission and 
Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi. The main aim 
for this summit is to discuss the implementation of 
NEP 2020 in Higher Education Institutions of India.  
 
What is Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam? 
Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam was launched in 
2020 alongside the NEP 2020. It is a three-day 
education summit which aims to bring together over 

300 Vice-Chancellors and directors of public and 
private colleges, universities, educationists, policy 
makers and other stakeholders in order to work 
towards method to successfully implement the 
National Education Policy, NEP 2020 across the 
country in next few years.  
 
Google announces Startup School India for small-
city entrepreneurs 
 
Google announced the launch of Startup School India 
(SSI) as part of the Google for Startups initiative. This 
is a platform under which Google will bring together 
investors, successful entrepreneurs and programmers 
that startups from the smaller cities can to tap into and 
learn from the best. The idea of creating the Startup 
School India is to reach out to more and more startups 
in India. Google aims to reach out to at least 10,000 
startups with this  
 
Best performing states in providing startup 
ecosystem as per Govt rankings 
 
The third edition of the State's Startup Ranking of 
2021 was released recently. For the category of best 
performers in developing a startup ecosystem, Gujarat 
emerged as the best performer for the third 
consecutive year, along with Karnataka. Meghalaya 
has topped the list of small states. A total of 24 states 
and seven Union Territories participated in this.  
Details:  
The third edition of the State's Startup Ranking 2021 
organised by the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal trade (DPIIT) showed significant 
improvement in the startup ecosystem in the country, 
and a higher diffusion of startup culture to smaller 
states. States are categorised as best performers, top 
performers, leaders and aspiring leaders, on the basis 
of feedback for the reforms carried out.  This year, the 
exercise assessed the states’ performance across seven 
reform areas divided into 26 action points. Telangana, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, and Odisha have occupied the 
second tier in the rankings, and are categorised as top 
performers. Among smaller states, Jammu and 
Kashmir have entered this list. Tamil Nadu, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and Assam have 
made it to the third tier, categorised as leaders. 
Arunachal Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
and Goa are in this tier as part of the small state's list. 
The country has become the third-largest start-up 
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ecosystem in the world. The number of recognized 
startups have risen from just 726 in FY17.  
 
PM Modi inaugurates Bosch India's 'smart' 
campus in Bengaluru 
 
The new smart campus of Bosch India, a top provider 
of technology and services in Bengaluru, was 
essentially inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. According to a business statement, Modi noted 
in his inauguration address that this year is a historic 
one for both India and Bosch India as both countries 
mark their 75th anniversaries of independence.  
 
PM to Unveil Alluri Sitarama Raju Statue In AP 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Andhra 
Pradesh's Bhimavaram town on July 4 to unveil the 
statue of freedom fighter Alluri Seetarama Raju. PM 
Modi will unveil a 30-feet tall bronze statue of Alluri 
Sitarama Raju to commemorate the year-long 125th 
birth anniversary celebration of the legendary freedom 
fighter. Born on 4th July 1897, Alluri Sitarama Raju is 
remembered for his fight against the British, and his 
attempts to safeguard the interests of the tribal 
communities in the Eastern Ghats region. He had led 
the Rampa rebellion, which was launched in 1922. He 
is referred to as “Manyam Veerudu” (Hero of the 
Jungles) by the local people.  
 
PM Modi to launch multiple development projects 
in Gandhinagar 
 
Later, at Gandhinagar, the Prime Minister will 
inaugurate the Digital India Week 2022 on July 4, 
whose theme is ‘Catalyzing New India’s Techade’. 
PM Modi will also launch multiple digital initiatives 
aimed at enhancing the accessibility of technology, 
streamlining service delivery to ensure ease of living 
and giving a boost to startups. Prime Minister will 
also launch ‘Digital India Bhashini’ which will enable 
easy access to the internet and digital services in 
Indian languages, including voice-based access, and 
help the creation of content in Indian languages. He 
will launch ‘Digital India GENESIS’ (Gen-next 
Support for Innovative Startups) i. e. a National Deep-
tech Startup Platform, to discover, support, grow and 
make successful startups in Tier-II and Tier-III cities 
of India. A total outlay of Rs 750 Crore has been 
envisaged for the scheme. PM Modi will also launch 

‘Indiastack. global’ i. e. a global repository of key 
projects implemented under India Stack like Aadhaar, 
UPI, Digilocker, CoWIN Vaccination Platform, 
Government e-MarketPlace (GeM), DIKSHA 
Platform and Ayushman Bharat Digital Health 
Mission. PM Modi will also dedicate to the citizens, 
‘MyScheme’ – a service discovery platform 
facilitating access to government schemes. It aims to 
offer a one-stop search and discovery portal where 
users can find schemes what they are eligible for.  He 
will also dedicate to the citizens, ‘Meri Pehchaan’ i. e. 
National Single Sign On for One Citizen Login. 
National Single Sign-On (NSSO) is a user 
authentication service in which a single set of 
credentials provides access to multiple online 
applications or services.  
 
UP CM Adityanath launches Amazon's first 
Digital Kendra in UP 
 
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath has officially 
launched Amazon’s first Digital Kendra in the state to 
accelerate digitisation of local stores and small 
businesses in Kanpur and surrounding areas. The 
launch event took place at the Loan Mela event in 
Lucknow. At the same event, Amazon India also 
signed two Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) 
with micro, small, and medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
and the Export Promotion department, Government of 
Uttar Pradesh. As part of the MoUs, Amazon will 
train and onboard MSMEs from the state on its Global 
Selling programme and export their products globally.  
Additionally, it will focus on bringing sellers 
registered under the one district one product (ODOP) 
program on Amazon. in and help them serve 
customers across India.  
UP:  
 Governor: Anandiben Patel 
 Capital: Lucknow 
 Chief minister: Yogi Adityanath 
 
Department of Animal Husbandry launched ‘One 
health pilot’ initiative in Bengaluru 
 
The Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying 
(DAHD) will be launched the One Health pilot in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. The programme is aimed at 
bringing stakeholders from animal, human and 
environment health on a common platform to address 
challenges. DAHD in collaboration with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) and The 
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Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) as 
implementation partner is implementing the One-
Health Framework undertaking project in the states of 
Karnataka and Uttarakhand, the Ministry of Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry & Dairying. The ‘One Health 
India’ program initiated by the Department aims to 
work with stakeholders from various sectors to 
improve livestock health, human health, wildlife 
health, and environmental health through technology 
and finance.  
 
Govt launches e-learning portal 'Dak Karmayogi' 
to enhance competency of Dak Sevaks and dept 
employees 
 
‘Dak Karmayogi’, an e-learning portal of the 
Department of Posts was launched by 
Communications Minister Ashwini Vaishnav and 
MoS Communications Devusinh Chauhan in Delhi. 
This portal has been developed under the vision of 
‘Mission Karmayogi’, which was conceptualized by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to bring efficiency to 
the actions of all government employees. ‘Dak 
Karmayogi’ portal will enhance the competencies of 
four lakh Gramin Dak Sevaks and departmental 
employees. It will enable all the trainees to access the 
uniform standardized training content online or in 
blended campus mode. On successful completion of 
the final summative assessment, a system-generated 
course completion certificate will be sent to the 
trainee’s registered email ID automatically.  
 
‘One Nation, One Dialysis’ Programme: Know 
more the scheme to be launched by the 
Government 
 
The Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. 
Mansukh Mandaviya announced that the Central 
Government will soon launch the ‘One Nation, One 
Dialysis’ programme. It will be launched by the 
Government under Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis 
Programme. Through this scheme, any patient in India 
can get a dialysis facility from anywhere in the 
country.  
National Dialysis Programme:  
In the Budget Speech of 2016-2017, the Union 
Finance Minister announced the launch of a National 
Dialysis Programme under a public-private 
partnership at the district hospitals. The programme 
was launched by the Government of India keeping in 

view the fact that every year 2. 2 lakh new patients 
with end-stage renal disease (ESRD) get added to the 
country resulting in additional demand for 3. 4 crore 
dialysis each year.  
 
New Labour Codes 2022: Check what will change 
for the employees from July 1 
 
The new labour codes which will be introduced in 
India may bring down the number of working hours in 
a week, however, the daily working hours may 
increase. Under the new labour codes, the in-hand 
salary of the employees can also undergo a significant 
change as the Central Government is in the process of 
implementing the new laws from July 1.  
What will change from July 1? 
1. 4-day work week 
The employees favouring for less number of working 
days in a week, it will be good news for them. Under 
the new labour codes in India, employers can allow 
their employees to work for four days a week instead 
of the traditional five days of the week. However, the 
employees who will opt for a four-day work week will 
see an increase in work as their working hours will 
increase to 12 hours.  
2. Working Hours 
Once the new labour codes in India kick in, the 
regular working hours can become 12 hours in a day 
from 9 hours at present. If a company decides to opt 
for 12 hours shift, the working days will have to be 
capped at 4 days a week with 3 mandatory offs. This 
means that the week’s total working hours will remain 
unchanged at 48 hours.  
3. Eligibility for leave 
Earlier, the law required to have worked for a 
minimum of 240 working days in a year to ask for 
leave. It has now been reduced to 180 working days.  
4. Take Home Salary will go down 
The take-home salary of the employees will go down 
as the PF contributions of the employees and 
employers will increase. Under the new Labour 
Codes, the Provident Fund contribution is required to 
be a proportion of 50 per cent of gross pay.  
5. Major changes in Earned Leave Policy 
The biggest change can be seen in Earned Leave 
Policy. The Labour Union has been demanding to 
increase the number of holidays to 450 in the new 
code. At present, there are 240 to 300 holidays in 
different departments.  
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Poland to buy jets, tanks and howitzers from South 
Korea 
 
Poland will buy 48 FA-50 fighter jets, a first 
instalment of 180 K2 Black Panther tanks and 
howitzers from South Korea, as the country 
strengthens its army because of the war in Ukraine. 
After Russia's invasion to Ukraine, which Moscow 
calls a "special military operation" has raised security 
fears among many former eastern bloc countries, and 
NATO member Poland has vowed to boost defence 
spending to 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) and 
more than double the size of its army to deter any 
attacks. This year, the first units will be delivered and 
in total there will be 180 (K2 Black Panther) tanks in 
the first order; ultimately, these tanks will be produced 
in Poland. Poland would also buy howitzers and FA-
50 fighter jets from South Korea. Poland is also 
interested in purchasing three squadrons, that is 48 
aircraft. The first aircraft would be delivered to Poland 
next year. The K2 Black Panther tank is made by 
Hyundai Rotem. The FA-50 fighter jet is produced by 
Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI) 
 
Poland 
 Capital: Warsaw 
 Currency: Polish złoty 
 President: Andrzej Duda 
 
Finland replaces Russia as host of 6th leg of ISU 
Figure Skating Grand Prix 
 
Finland has been named as the new hosts of the sixth 
leg of Grand Prix of Figure Skating Series after Russia 
was removed following its invasion of Ukraine, said 
International Skating Union (ISU). The November 25-
27 event will be held in Espoo, Finland. The final will 
be held in Turin, Italy, from December 8-11.  
 
International Skating Union (ISU):  
 President: Kim Jae-youl 
 Director: Fredi Schmid 
 Founded: 23 July 1892, Scheveningen, 

Netherlands 
 Headquarters location: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 
 

Croatia to become 20th country to adopt euro as 
currency 
 
European Union finance ministers have given Croatia 
the final approval to adopt the euro single currency on 
January 1, 2023, replacing the Croatian kuna. This 
confirms that the euro remained an "attractive, 
resilient and successful global currency". On January 
1, 2002, millions of Europeans in 12 countries gave up 
the lira, franc, deutsche mark and drachma for euro 
bills and coins. Countries who have recently adopted 
the euro (€) as their primary currency: Slovenia in 
2007, Cyprus and Malta in 2008, Slovakia in 2009, 
Estonia in 2011, Latvia in 2014 and finally Lithuania 
in 2015. Bulgaria is the next county in line to join the 
euro, and has stated its willingness to adopt it as of 
January 1, 2024.  
Croatia:  
 Capital: Zagreb 
 President: Zoran Milanović 
 Prime Minister: Andrej Plenković 
 
Russia passes bill for stricter fines on foreign tech 
firms with no office 
 
Russian lawmakers have passed a bill for stricter 
penalties for foreign internet companies that fail to 
open an office in Russia, including fines. Last year, 
Russian communications regulator Roskomnadzor 
listed 13 companies, mostly based in the US, required 
to set up offices by the end of the year. Only Apple, 
Spotify, Rakuten Group's messaging app Viber and 
the photo-sharing app Likeme have fully complied – 
though Spotify closed its office in March in response 
to Russia's actions in Ukraine and subsequently 
suspended its streaming service. Russia has recently 
acted against several tech firms, including Meta and 
Twitter. Fines could be as high as 10% of a company's 
turnover in Russia from the previous year, rising to up 
to 20% for repeat violations.  
Russia:  
 Capital: Moscow 
 President: Vladimir Putin 
 Currency: Russian ruble 
 Prime minister: Mikhail Mishustin 
 

International Events 
 

International Events
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Sri Lanka's Cabinet approves draft bill on 
constitutional amendment 
 
Sri Lanka's Cabinet has approved the draft bill on 
22nd Amendment to the Constitution to empower 
Parliament over the executive president. The 22nd 
Amendment was originally named 21A and meant to 
replace the 20A. The amendment was formulated 
amid the ongoing economic crisis in the country 
which also caused a political crisis. The amendment 
will be called 22nd as another draft 21st Amendment 
has already been gazetted. Sri Lanka is facing the 
worst economic crisis since independence in 1948 
which has led to an acute shortage of essential items 
like food, medicine, cooking gas, and fuel across the 
country. The 20A adopted in 2020 had given 
unfettered powers to President Rajapaksa after 
abolishing the 19th Amendment. The 21st 
Amendment proposed by the main opposition Samagi 
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) party was struck down by Sri 
Lanka's Supreme Court which ordered a national 
referendum for it to become a law. With that, the 
amendment became a non-starter.  
Sri Lanka 
 Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
 Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 
India along with G7 nations signs statement to 
protect online & offline free speech 
 
India, along with G7 countries and four other 
countries, signed the '2022 Resilient Democracies 
Statement'. They committed to "guarding the freedom, 
independence and diversity of civil society actors" and 
"protecting the freedom of expression and opinion 
online and offline". "We hail all courageous defenders 
of democratic systems that stand against oppression 
and violence," the statement read. The countries also 
committed to “protecting freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion or belief and promoting inter-
faith dialogue” and “promoting social cohesion, 
solidarity and the inclusion of all members of society 
online and offline, while denouncing all forms of 
discrimination and violence”.  
48th  G7 summit:  
The 48th G7 summit is being held from 26 to 28 June 
2022 in Schloss Elmau, Krün, Bavarian Alps, 
Germany. Germany previously hosted a G7 summit in 
2015 at Schloss Elmau, Bavaria.  

The 2022 summit is the first summit for German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida.  
 
Member states and key leaders: 
 Canada: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
 France: President Emmanuel Macron 
 Germany (2022 Host): Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
 Italy: Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
 Japan: Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
 United Kingdom: Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
 United States: President Joe Biden 
 European Union:   
 Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
 Council President Charles Michel 
 
IAF to participate in tactical leadership 
programme in Egypt 
 
The Indian Air Force announced that three Su-30 MKI 
planes and two C-17 transport aircraft are taking part 
in a month-long tactical leadership programme in 
Egypt. According to the statement, the exercise offers 
a singular chance to highlight the IAF’s capabilities 
and reach against the backdrop of the current 
geopolitical situation. In Egypt (Cairo West Airbase), 
the Indian Air Force would send three Su-30MKI 
aircraft, two C-17 aircraft, and 57 IAF personnel to 
the Egyptian Air Force Weapon School to take part in 
a tactical leadership programme. This particular 
exercise, which simulates numerous conflict situations 
using air assets in a big force engagement context, is 
unique. The goal of the exercise is to improve defence 
cooperation between the two nations and exchange 
best practises. The Indian Air Force (IAF) stated that 
the initiative will also give a chance to display the Su-
30 MKI made in India as well as the nation’s 
proficiency for further indigenization of spare parts 
and components.  
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ADB approves Rs 770 cr loan for safe drinking 
water project in Himachal 
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a 
USD 96. 3 million (Rs 770 crore) loan to fund safe 
drinking water and sanitation project in Himachal 
Pradesh. The loan has been provided under the 
Himachal Pradesh Rural Drinking Water 
Improvement and Livelihood Project. The ADB 
project will connect 75,800 households to the service, 
providing uninterrupted water supply to 370,000 
residents across 10 districts. The project meets the 
objectives of the Jal Jeevan Mission, a national 
flagship programme of Government of India, which 
aims to provide piped water to all rural households by 
2024. The project will improve water supply and 
sanitation services through, among others, the 
construction of 48 groundwater wells, 80 surface 
water intake facilities, 109 water treatment plants, 117 
pumping stations, and 3,000 kilometers of water 
distribution pipelines. To ensure efficient delivery and 
sustainability of services, the project will strengthen 
the capacity of the 'Jal Shakti Vibhag' of Himachal 
Pradesh government and gram panchayat (local 
government) village water and sanitation committees.  
ADB 
 Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines 
 President: Masatsugu Asakawa 
 Founded: 19 December 1966 
 
IndusInd Bank & EazyDiner Partners to Launch 
Co-branded Credit Card 
 
IndusInd Bank and EasyDiner partnered to launch 
EasyDiner IndusInd Bank Credit Card, a co-branded 
credit card that aims at enhancing the customers' 
dining experience.  
Benefits: 
The benefits include a complimentary 1- year 
EasyDiner prime membership which offers a 25 % 
discount across 2000 restaurants with an initial 
welcome bonus of 2000 reward points. An additional  
25 % discount is given to the customers on dining 
whenever the customer pays the bill using the 
EasyDiner app via PayEazy. A complimentary 
premium of alcohol beverage for every diner on the 

table at over 200 restaurants. Customers earn 10 
reward points for every Rs. 100 spent on dining, 
entertainment, and shopping. The 3X EazyPoints 
(reward points) can be redeemed against hotel stays, 
meals, exclusive restaurant openings, and any events 
across India. The cardholder also receives a 
complimentary stay voucher worth Rs. 5000 at ‘The 
Postcard Hotel’ across India, Sri Lanka, and Bhutan 
and also complimentary domestic lounge visits per 
quarter at airports across India.  
IndusInd Bank: 
 Managing Director (MD) & CEO: Sumant 

Kathpalia 
 Establishment:1994 
 Headquarters: Pune, Maharashtra 
 
Morgan Stanley cuts India’s FY23 GDP forecast to 
7. 2% 
 
American brokerage Morgan Stanley cut its FY23 real 
GDP expansion estimate for India by 0. 40 per cent to 
7.2 per cent on slower global growth and GDP growth 
will slow down to 6. 4 per cent in FY24. A majority of 
watchers are expecting FY23 GDP growth to come at 
over 7 per cent levels. The RBI estimate also stands at 
7.2 per cent. Global growth, Morgan Stanley said, is 
likely to slow to 1.5 per cent YoY in the quarter 
ending December 2022 from 4.7 per cent in the 
quarter ended December 2021. Slower trade growth, 
tighter financial conditions and changes in commodity 
prices are the three main reasons, it said, is why they 
see the pace of global growth slow going ahead.  
CPI inflation expected by Morgan Stanley: 
Morgan Stanley expects the CPI inflation to average 
6.5 per cent in F23, as compared to its forecast of 7 
per cent earlier. However, they do not expect much 
change in inflation beyond FY23, and expect it to 
average 5. 3 per cent in FY24. The near-term risks to 
the inflation trajectory, it said, stem from changes in 
commodity prices and/or domestic food prices.  
 
World Bank Approved $1 Billion Loan For 
Ayushman Health Scheme 
 
Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya informed 
the Rajya Sabha that the World Bank had granted a 

Banking & Economy 
 

Banking & Economy
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loan of USD $1 billion to fund India’s flagship PM 
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM). The loan that has been cleared consists of 
two complementary loans totaling USD 500 million 
each for the India’s Enhanced Health Service Delivery 
Program and Transforming India’s Public Health 
Systems for Pandemic Preparedness Program 
(PHSPP).  
Details: 
The World Bank will fund India’s premier PM 
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM) through this. The PHSPP supports initiatives 
like bolstering current health units at points of entry 
and building new health units at PoEs in an effort to 
boost the resilience and preparedness of India’s health 
system for a pandemic. In addition, it sought to build 
BSL-3 laboratories, regional research platforms, and 
zonal institutes for the National Institutes of Virology, 
as well as a health emergency operation centre, 
metropolitan health monitoring units, and a 
strengthened surveillance system. In a few prioritised 
states, the EHSDP seeks to support the delivery of 
comprehensive primary healthcare services. 
Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centers (AB-
HWCs), a revised comprehensive primary health care 
model, will be used to boost service delivery in order 
to improve household access to primary healthcare 
facilities. Supporting the certification of quality 
assurance standards throughout Health and Wellness 
Centers (HWCs), bolstering the health workforce, and 
establishing Block level public health units would also 
help to improve overall quality of care (BPHUs). 
Different parts of the PM-ABHIM intend to help all 
the states and UTs in the nation; in addition to normal 
budgetary support, support from the World Bank will 
be used to implement the selected activities 
effectively.  
 
DBS named 'World's Best SME Bank' by 
Euromoney for second time 
 
Development Bank of Singapore Limited (DBS Bank) 
has been recognized as the ‘World’s Best SME Bank’ 
by Euromoney for the second time (the first time in 
2018). The bank has established its position as a 
global industry leader in association with Small to 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to enhance growth and 
development. DBS’ latest global best SME bank 
accolade comes from leading UK-based financial 
publication Euromoney, which has honoured DBS 

with the ‘World’s Best SME Bank’ title for the second 
time since 2018.  
DBS Bank: 
The DBS bank also clinched three first-time awards at 
Euromoney’s Awards for Excellence 2022: 
1. World’s Best Financial Innovation of the year 

2022 
2. Asia’s Best Bank for Wealth Management 2022 
3. Asia’s Best Bank for SME award 2022 
 Headquarters: Singapore 
 CEO: Piyush Gupta 
 
RBI slaps ₹1. 67 cr fine on Ola Financial Services 
for breach of norms  
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 
monetary penalty of Rs 1. 67 crore on Ola Financial 
Services Private Limited for non-compliance with 
certain provisions related to pre-paid payment 
instruments and Know Your Customer norms. The 
penalty has been imposed in the exercise of powers 
vested in RBI under Section 30 of the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 2007. A notice was issued to 
the entity advising it to show cause as to why a 
penalty should not be imposed for non-compliance 
with the directions. Ola Financial Services Private 
Limited, a subsidiary of ride-hailing app Ola, offers 
financial services such as lending for two-wheelers, 
four-wheelers, personal loans and insurance products.  
Ola:  
 Founded: 3 December 2010 
 Founders: Bhavish Aggarwal, Ankit Bhati 
 Headquarters: Bangalore, Karnataka, India  
 CEO: Bhavish Aggarwal 
 CTO: Ankit Bhati 
 
RBI fines three cooperative banks for non-
compliance 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has fined three co-
operative banks for non-compliance with certain 
guidelines. In a statement, the RBI said a penalty of ₹ 
37. 50 lakh has been imposed on The Maharashtra 
State Co-operative Bank, Mumbai for non-compliance 
with the directions issued by Nabard on 'Frauds - 
Guidelines for Classification, Reporting and 
Monitoring'. In another release, The Nasik Merchant's 
Co-operative Bank has been fined for ₹ 50 lakh for 
contravention of directions issued by the RBI on 
'Placement of deposits with other banks' and 'Interest 
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Rate on Deposits'. A penalty of ₹ 2 lakh has been 
imposed on The National Central Cooperative Bank 
Limited, Bettiah for non-compliance with provisions 
of the Depositor Education and Awareness Fund and 
Know Your Customer (KYC) norms.  
 
RBI: 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 
 Established: 1 April 1935 
 Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
 
RBI imposes restrictions, withdrawal caps on 4 
cooperative banks 
 
The RBI has put withdrawal limits on four 
cooperative banks for six months due to their 
deteriorating financial positions. They also cannot 
grant or renew any loans, make investments or accept 
fresh deposits without RBI's approval. The banks 
include Delhi's Ramgarhia Co-operative Bank, 
Mumbai's Sahebrao Deshmukh Co-operative Bank 
and Sangli Sahakari Bank. These restrictions have 
been put under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 
Under the directions, a cap has also been imposed on 
withdrawals by depositors. In the case of Ramgarhia 
Co-operative Bank and Sahebrao Deshmukh 
Cooperative Bank, the cap is Rs 50,000 per depositor, 
while it is Rs 45,000 in the case of Sangli Sahakari 
Bank. A depositor in Sharada Mahila Co-operative 
Bank can withdraw a maximum of Rs 7,000. In 
separate statements, the central bank said the issue of 
directions "should not per se be construed as a 
cancellation of banking license" by the RBI. In each 
case, the Reserve Bank said it may consider 
modifications of the directions depending upon 
circumstances.  
 
SBI to open 1st exclusive branch for start-ups in 
Bengaluru 
 
The State Bank of India (SBI) and Karnataka Digital 
Economy Mission (KDEM) have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), which would 
enable SBI to open India's first dedicated branch for 
startups. The facility called the 'SBI Startup Hub' 
branch will be located at Koramangala in Bengaluru.  
The collaboration will enable startups across the state 
to access banking facilities, funding, credit facilities. 
Rs 2 crore collateral-free financial assistance will be 
given to startup entrepreneurs. As per this MoU, SBI 

will work towards creating and enabling a mechanism 
for startups recognised by the Government of 
Karnataka and supported by KDEM for availing time-
bound credit based on the purchase order. KDEM will 
establish a Fintech Innovation Hub at Mangaluru 
focusing on the Fintech area and SBI has agreed to be 
one of the partner organisations for the planned 
innovation hub sharing knowledge and providing 
financial support. The state government has envisaged 
helping startups by making use of the Union 
Government’s Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 
and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme to provide 
loans of up to Rs 2 crore for micro and small 
enterprises. Karnataka has more than 13,000 startups 
and some of them are facing a paucity of funds. The 
MoU between KDEM and SBI will help to address 
this by facilitating access to credits. CGTMSE was 
launched by the Union government to make collateral-
free credit to the micro and small enterprises sector.  
 
RBI slaps penalties on Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
IndusInd Bank 
 
he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a 
monetary penalty of Rs 1. 05 crore and Rs 1 crore on 
Kotak Mahindra Bank and IndusInd Bank, 
respectively, for deficiencies in regulatory 
compliance. RBI’s these penalties are based on 
deficiencies in regulatory compliance and are not 
intended to pronounce upon the validity of any 
transaction or agreement entered into by the bank with 
its customers. The RBI found that the private lender 
Kotak Mahindra Bank failed to maintain margin on 
advances to stock brokers; credit (shadow reversal) 
the amount involved in the unauthorised electronic 
transactions to the customers’ account within 10 
working days from the date of notification by the 
customer; and credit eligible amount to the Depositor 
Education and Awareness Fund within the period 
prescribed. This was found in a statutory inspection 
for supervisory evaluation of the bank conducted by 
RBI with reference to its financial positions as on 
March 31, 2018 and March 31, 2019. The monetary 
penalty was imposed on IndusInd Bank as it failed to 
adhere to customer due diligence procedure in the 
accounts opened using OTP based e-KYC, in non-
face-to-face mode.  
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Centre amends FCRA allowing Indians to receive 
up to Rs ten lakh without informing Authorities 
 
Union Home Ministry has amended the Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) giving certain 
relaxations such as allowing relatives to send more 
money to India freely. The amended rule now allows 
relatives to send 10 lakh rupees without informing the 
government. If the amount exceeds, the individuals 
will now have three months to inform the government 
against 30-days earlier. The amended rule also gives 
more time to the organisations to inform the 
government opening of bank accounts for utilization 
of funds received under ‘registration’ or ‘prior 
permission’ category. A provision where an 
organisation/individual receiving foreign funds had to 
declare such contributions every quarter on its official 
website has also been done away with.  
 
RBI revises norms on banknote authentication, 
sorting 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published guidelines 
ordering banks to test their currency sorting 
equipment every three months. Following the release 
of the new series of banknotes, the central bank 
updated the preexisting standards for authentication 
and sorting. The Reserve Bank stated that vendors will 
need to re-calibrate the equipment in the event of 
inconsistencies during the sorting. According to new 
changes, banks must prepare a test deck containing at 
least 2,000 pieces of dirty notes, including mutilated 
and phoney Indian currency notes. The machine must 
be tested using notes in various denominations, 
including Rs. 100 notes from the old and new series, 
Rs. 200 notes, Rs. 500 notes, and Rs. 2,000 notes.  
Modifications made by RBI: 
The new set of instructions are enclosed for 
implementation after a review of these parameters in 
light of the release of the new series of banknotes. 
According to statistics in the RBI’s annual report for 
2021–22, banknotes are now issued in the following 
denominations: Rs 2, Rs 5, Rs 10, Rs 20, Rs 50, Rs 
100, Rs 200, Rs 500, and Rs 2000. In terms of value, 
the combined proportion of the Rs. 500 and Rs. 2000 
banknotes made up 87. 1 percent of the banknotes in 
use. When it comes to volume, the biggest percentage 
of banknotes in circulation as of March 31 belonged to 
the Rs 500 denomination, which made up 34. 9 
percent of the total.  

Crisil projects India’s FY23 GDP growth estimate 
to 7. 3% 
 
Domestic rating agency Crisil has cut the real GDP 
growth forecast for India to 7. 3 percent in FY23 (FY 
2022-2023). Earlier this was estimated at 7. 8 percent. 
It attributed the downward revision to higher oil 
prices, slowing of export demand and high inflation. 
Crisil said there are a slew of negatives like high 
commodity prices, elevated freight prices, drag on 
exports as global growth projections get lowered, and 
the largest demand side driver of private consumption 
remaining weak. Inflation, which has been pegged to 
average at 6. 8 per cent in FY23 as against 5. 5 per 
cent in FY22, reduces purchasing power and would 
weigh on revival of consumption the largest 
component of GDP which has been backsliding for a 
while, the agency said.  
 
Sebi imposes Rs 11 cr fine on NSE 
 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
has slapped heavy penalties in a 2015 ‘dark fibre’ case 
that saw certain brokers exploiting the National Stock 
Exchange’s (NSE’s) internet infrastructure to get 
faster connectivity to its colocation (colo) facilities. 
The markets regulator has imposed a penalty of Rs 7 
crore on NSE and Rs 5 crore on former Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Chitra 
Ramkrishna. In this case, a total of 18 entities received 
penalties. It has also levied a fine of Rs 5 crore each 
on former Group Operating Officer Anand 
Subramanian and current Chief Business 
Development Officer Ravi Varanasi. Internet service 
provider Sampark Infotainment has been asked to pay 
Rs 3 crore. Online trading firms Way2Wealth and 
GKN Securities, too, have been asked to cough up Rs 
6 crore and Rs 5 crore, respectively.  
 
SEBI: 
SEBI was given statutory recognition in 1992 on the 
recommendation of the Narasimham Committee.  
 Founded: 1988 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra; 
 First Women Chairman: Madhabi Puri Buch 

(present) 
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Ukraine and Russia sign UN-backed deal to allow 
export of grain from Black Sea ports 
 
Ukraine and Russia have signed an UN-backed deal to 
allow the export of millions of tonnes of grain from 
blockaded Black Sea ports. The agreement potentially 
averted the threat of a catastrophic global food crisis. 
A signing ceremony at Dolmabahçe Palace in Istanbul 
was attended by UN secretary general António 
Guterres, who had played a key role during months of 
tense negotiations. The deal would open the way to 
significant volumes of food exports from Ukraine and 
alleviate a parallel food and economic crisis in the 
developing world.  
Russia:  
 President: Vladimir Putin  
 Capital: Moscow 
 Currency: Russian ruble 
 Prime minister: Mikhail Mishustin 
Ukraine:  
 Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia  
 Capital: Kyiv 
 President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
 Prime minister: Denys Shmyhal 
 
India, UK sign MoU on Mutual Recognition of 
Educational Qualifications.  
 
India and the United Kingdom signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding on Mutual Recognition of 
Educational Qualifications including maritime 
education and a Framework agreement on the health 
care workforce. The MoU was signed by the 
Commerce Secretary of the Government of India, B V 
R Subrahmanyam and the Permanent Secretary of the 
Department of International Trade in the United 
Kingdom, James Bowler. These agreements aim to 
facilitate closer alignment on education between India 
and UK as well as enhance short-term bilateral 
mobility and ensure mutual recognition of 
qualifications. The two countries made the 
commitment to unleash the trade potential of the 
partnership by doubling trade by 2030 and reducing 
market barriers to trade in key sectors. The two 
countries also agreed upon a new Enhanced Trade 
Partnership’ (ETP). The MoU on Education was 
signed by Secretary of the Department of Higher 

Education, K Sanjay Murthy on behalf of the 
Government of India. This MoU provides for mutual 
recognition of educational qualifications and duration 
of study undertaken by students within duly approved 
and recognized higher education institutions in the 
two countries. On a reciprocal basis, Indian Senior 
Secondary School/Pre-University Certificates will be 
considered suitable for entry into UK higher education 
institutions. Similarly, the Bachelor’s degree, Master’s 
degree and Doctoral degree of India and the UK will 
also be considered equivalent to each other. Apart 
from encouraging student mobility, the mutual 
recognition of qualifications would also promote 
excellence in higher education through cooperation, 
academic and research exchanges. The Agreement 
includes cooperation on Nursing and Allied Health 
Professionals (AHPs), training of healthcare 
professionals and measures to bridge the skill gap. 
The agreement will facilitate the recruitment and 
training of nurses and AHPs from India by the UK in 
a streamlined manner. Given the shortage of nurses in 
the UK, the agreement will benefit both sides.  
UK: 
 Capital: London 
 Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
 Currency: Pound sterling 
 
India & Maldives Signs MoU for on Judicial 
Cooperation 
 
The Union Cabinet of India chaired by the Prime 
Minister(PM) Narendra Modi approved the signing of 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in the 
field of Judicial Cooperation between India and the 
Judicial Service Commission of the Republic of 
Maldives. The MoU with Maldives is the 8th 
agreement signed by India with other countries in the 
field of judicial cooperation.  
Highlights: 
Under the MoU, both sides will exchange knowledge 
and technology in judicial & other legal areas and 
further the objectives of Neighbouring First’ policy. 
This provides a platform to tap the benefits of 
Information Technology (IT) for court digitization 
which leads to the potential growth of IT companies 
and other start-ups in both the countries.  
 

MOU’s Signed 
 

MoU’s Signed
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Maldives: 
 Prime Minister: H. E Ibrahim Mohamed Solih 
 Capital: Malé 
 
India, Namibia sign MoU for establishing cheetah 
into historical range in India 
 
India and Namibia signed an MoU on wildlife 
conservation and sustainable biodiversity utilization 
for establishing the cheetah into the historical range in 
India. The MoU was signed between Vice President of 
Namibia Nangolo Mbumba and Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change Minister Bhupender Yadav in 
New Delhi. The MoU seeks to promote conservation 
and restoration of cheetah in their former range from 
which the species went extinct. Cheetah has a very 
special significance for the national conservation ethic 
and ethos. Bringing the cheetah back to India will 
have equally important conservation ramifications. 
Cheetah restoration will be part of a prototype for 
restoration of original cheetah habitats and their 
biodiversity, helping to stem the degradation and rapid 
loss of biodiversity.  
Namibia:  
 Capital: Windhoek 
 President: Hage Geingob 
 Currencies: Namibian dollar, South African rand 
 
Telangana govt announces DiCRA in partnership 
with UNDP 
 
Data in Climate Resilient Agriculture (DiCRA), the 
newest entry in the Digital Public Goods Registry, 
was announced by the State government in 
collaboration with the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). The platform, which uses 
artificial intelligence to power it, aims to improve 
food security and food systems. DiCRA becoming a 
digital public good, according to IT Minister KT 
Rama Rao, is a significant step in our commitment to 
open data policy, service delivery to farmers, and 
anticipatory governance to address the world problem 
of food security.  
Details: 
With UNDP Accelerator Labs and partner 
organisations, they are thrilled to support this first-of-
its-kind digital commons to promote climate action 
not only for Telangana but for the entire world, said 
DiCRA of its cooperation with Telangana’s thriving 
innovation ecosystem. Climate change has multiple 

effects on agriculture, impacting crop output, nutrient 
quality, and livestock productivity. DiCRA can 
distinguish between farms that are highly vulnerable 
to climate change and those that are climate change-
resilient using remote sensing and pattern 
identification algorithms. On the basis of empirical 
inputs crowdsourced from hundreds of data scientists 
and citizen scientists on top-performing farms, it 
specifically uses open-source technology to promote 
analysis and insights sharing on climate resilience. In 
order to support the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, DiCRA has now joined more 
than 100 other digital solutions (SDGs).  
 
RBI and Bank Indonesia sign MoU to improve 
mutual cooperation 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Bank 
Indonesia (BI) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in Bali, Indonesia, to improve 
mutual cooperation between them. With this MoU, 
RBI and BI committed to deepening relations between 
the two central banks and strengthening the exchange 
of information and cooperation in the area of central 
banking, including payment systems, digital 
innovation in payments services, and regulatory and 
supervisory framework for Anti Money Laundering 
and Combating the Financing of Terrorism (AML-
CFT). By signing this MoU, RBI and BI agreed to 
improve communication and collaboration in the field 
of central banking, including payment systems, 
technological advancements in payment services, and 
the regulatory and supervisory framework for AML-
CFT. The MoU will be put into practise through 
policy discussion, technical collaboration, information 
sharing, and teamwork. The MoU, which was signed 
by RBI Deputy Governor Michael Debabrata Patra 
and BI Deputy Governor Do. dy Budi Waluyo on the 
sidelines of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors Meeting, will be implemented 
through policy dialogue, technical cooperation, 
exchange of information. The MoU will also serve as 
a solid foundation for fostering intercultural 
understanding, creating effective payment systems, 
and attaining cross-border payment connectivity, 
according to the RBI. The MoU will also provide a 
good basis for promoting mutual understanding, 
developing efficient payment systems, and achieving 
cross-border payment connectivity.  
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RIL partners with Athletics Federation to support 
Indian athletes 
 
Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) and the Athletics 
Federation of India (AFI) have entered into a long-
term partnership to enable the holistic growth of 
athletics in India. The partnership aims to discover, 
nurture and develop Indian athletes from across the 
country and provide them with world-class facilities, 
coaching and sports science and medicine support by 
leveraging the Reliance Foundation ecosystem 
including the Odisha Reliance Foundation Athletics 
High-Performance Center and Sir HN Reliance 
Foundation Hospital. In line with the larger vision of 
the organization, this partnership will have a special 
focus on girl athletes and aim to bridge the gender 
divide and enable them to achieve their dreams. Since 
2017, Reliance Foundation has invested in the 
development of athletics through the Reliance 
Foundation Youth Sports programme reaching more 
than 5,500 educational institutes in 50+ districts 
across the country. In 2018, Reliance Foundation set 
up Odisha Reliance Foundation Athletics HPC, a 
high-performance centre in partnership with the 
Government of Odisha, from where multiple national 
and international medalists and national record 
holders have been shaped. The Reliance Foundation 
has also been supporting the AFI with sports science 
and medicine support, with physiotherapists from 
Reliance Foundation accompanying the Indian 
contingent to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.  
Reliance Industries Limited: 
 Founded: 8 May 1973 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 Founder: Dhirubhai Ambani 
 Owner: Mukesh Ambani  
 
CMs of Assam & Arunachal Pradesh sign pact to 
resolve border dispute 
 
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and his 
Arunachal Pradesh counterpart Pema Khandu signed 
an agreement to end border issues between the two 
states and decided to “restrict” the number of disputed 
villages to 86 instead of 123. Chief ministers of the 
two North-eastern neighbours met at Namsai in 
Arunachal Pradesh and signed the agreement. The two 
states share an 804. 1 km-long border. The grievance 
of Arunachal Pradesh which was made a union 
territory in 1972 is that several forested tracts in the 
plains that had traditionally belonged to hill tribal 

chiefs and communities were unilaterally transferred 
to Assam. After Arunachal Pradesh achieved 
statehood in 1987, a tripartite committee was 
appointed which recommended that certain territories 
be transferred from Assam to Arunachal. Assam 
contested this and the matter is in the Supreme Court.  
Details:  
According to the Namsai Declaration', Sarma and 
Khandu agreed that out of the 37 disputed villages, 28 
which are within the constitutional boundary of 
Arunachal Pradesh shall remain with the state while, 
three villages on which claims were withdrawn by 
Arunachal Pradesh, will be with Assam. Six other 
villages which could not be located on the Assam side 
would also remain with the frontier state if they exist 
in Arunachal Pradesh, the agreement stated. "Both 
states would constitute 12 Regional Committees each 
covering the 12 districts of Arunachal and counterpart 
districts of Assam for joint verification of 123 villages 
to make recommendations to respective State 
Governments," Khandu tweeted. These regional 
committees would submit their first tranche of the 
report on the areas or any other areas where consensus 
has arrived, before September 15. As and when the 
regional committees will conclude their deliberations 
and agreement is arrived at between the two 
governments, the draft MoU will be referred to the 
union government for its approval, the Namsai 
Declaration stated.  
 
Nasscom joins hand with Google for DigiVaani 
Call Center to help rural women entrepreneurs 
 
Nasscom Foundation and Google have announced 
setting up a call centre in collaboration with a not-for-
profit body Indian Society of Agribusiness 
Professionals (ISAP) to help women farmers scale up 
their business. The “DigiVaani Call Center” project is 
being run on a pilot basis and initially around 20,000 
rural women entrepreneurs shall be covered across six 
states, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Haryana and Rajasthan. DigiVaani will be one 
place where rural women entrepreneurs will be able to 
call and get information around various schemes 
available for them, which can help them scale up their 
business, be it government schemes or any other 
information that can be of help for them. A DigiVaani 
call centre has been set up at the Delhi and Lucknow 
offices of ISAP. The project is funded by Google, 
through its philanthropic arm Google. org.  
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Nasscom: 
 Chairperson: Krishnan Ramanujam 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1 March 1988 
 
US, Israel sign joint anti-Iran nuclear declaration 
 
United States President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid have reiterated their anti-Iran 
positions in a joint declaration committing to prevent 
Tehran from acquiring nuclear weapons. The two 
leaders signed the statement after earlier holding a 
one-on-one meeting in West Jerusalem on the second 
day of Biden’s four-day Middle East tour, followed by 
a virtual summit with the leaders of India and the 
United Arab Emirates. The joint declaration also 
includes a pledge by Washington to continue US 
military aid to Israel. A record 10-year $38bn aid 
package was signed in 2016 under the administration 
of former US President Barack Obama, when Biden 
was vice president.  
Israel 
 Prime minister: Yair Lapid 
 Capital: Jerusalem 
 President: Isaac Herzog 
 Currency: Israeli Shekel 
 
PNB signs MoU with Indian Air Force for ‘PNB 
Rakshak Plus Scheme’ 
 
Public sector bank, Punjab National Bank (PNB) has 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) under its flagship scheme, 
PNB Rakshak Scheme. The MoU focus on providing 
a bouquet of benefits along with specially designed 
products for the IAF personnel, including personal 
insurance cover. This scheme includes personal 
accident insurance as well as air accidental insurance 
to serving, retired as well trainees of the defence 
forces. It also covers retired defence pensioners, along 
with personnel of the central armed police forces, state 
police force, and metro police.  
Details: 
Personal accidental cover of Rs. 50 lakh. Air accident 
Insurance cover of Rs. 1 crore. Personal Accidental 
(Permanent total Disability) cover of Rs. 50 lakh. 
Education loan under “PNB Pratibha” for wards of 
primary account holders seeking admission in premier 
institutes and educational institutions. Financial 
assistance of Rs. 1 lakh (per year) for 4 years or the 

actual expenditure whichever is less, for the education 
of two surviving and dependent children (male or 
female). Overdraft up to last three months net 
salary/pension amounting from Rs. 75,000 to Rs. 3 
lakh. Concession in rate of interest and service 
charges for home, car, education and/or personal loan.  
Other benefits include facilities such as zero balance 
saving account for family members and concession in 
locker rent charges.  
 
The South Indian Bank signed an agreement with 
Kerala’s Forest and Wildlife Department  
 
The South Indian Bank has signed an agreement with 
Kerala’s Forest and Wildlife Department to enable 
digital collection of payments at eco-tourism centres, 
Vanasree shops, mobile Vanasree units and eco-shops 
across the State. The Forest Department has set up 
Vanasree shops and units with the objective of 
marketing forest products, conserving and managing 
biodiversity, protecting the rich and sensitive 
ecosystem and uplifting the living standards of the 
tribals working in the area. Through this partnership, 
the digital collection system of South Indian Bank will 
now be available at all 124 tourist spots that fall under 
the Forest Department. The tie-up will commence 
with the setting up of 124 POS machines at various 
eco-tourism centres, Vanasree shops, mobile Vanasree 
units and eco-shops under 36 forest department 
agencies across Kerala.  
Top 05 forests in Kerala - 
Gavi Forest,Parambikulam Tiger Reserve, Munnar 
Deep Forests, Agasthyakoodam Biological Park, 
Thattekad Bird Sanctuary & Nature Camp 
South Indian Bank:  
 Headquarters: Thrissur 
 CEO: Murali Ramakrishnan  
 Founded: 29 January 1929 
 
Russia signs pact for supplying tech for 
Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tamil Nadu 
 
LUCH Scientific Production Association (part of 
Science and Innovations JSC, R&D Unit of Rosatom 
State Corporation, Russian nuclear major) has signed 
an agreement to supply thermocouples for four power 
units of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP) 
in India. New sensors designed for NPP process 
equipment thermal control will replace the old ones in 
the internal reactor control systems of units 1 and 2 of 
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KNPP. High-accuracy resistance thermocouples are a 
critical element of the in-reactor control system, their 
stable functioning ensures the safe operation of 
nuclear reactor equipment. These thermocouples are 
primary temperature measuring transducers designed 
to measure the temperature of the coolant in the "hot" 
and "cold" strings of the main circulation pipeline 
under external influencing factors. In total, the 
enterprise will supply 200 units of resistance 
thermocouples labeled TSPT 5963. This modification 
is characterized by high stability of operation and has 
metrological characteristics at the level of leading 
world manufacturers. LUCH has launched production 
of a wide range of thermocouples of different 
measurement capacities depending on the material 
used to manufacture sensors and the case. The 
thermocouples are produced in stainless steel cases 
with fastening and sealing units, with polyamide or 
metal heads, as well as with flexible extension cables.  
LUCH Scientific Production Association: 
 Headquarters location: Podolsk, Russia 
 Founded: 1946 
 
Rashtriya Raksha University, Drone Acharya tie 
up to set Remote Pilot Training Centre 
 
Rashtriya Raksha University at Gandhinagar has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
DroneAcharya Aerial Innovations Private Limited for 
setting up a Remote Pilot Training Centre for 
imparting drone flying skills. This training will be 
imparted to the Police and security force personnel 
and citizens at RRU Campus near Gandhinagar. This 
initiative is in accordance with the mission of the 
University to identify, prepare and sustain statecraft of 
national strategic and security culture among the 
security, police and civilian society. Following this 
MoU, the Rashtriya Raksha University will set up a 
Remote Pilot Training Centre under the Public-Private 
Partnership model. The training is primarily designed 
for personnel of Armed Forces, Paramilitary and 
Police Force, but also offers programmes for citizens 
willing to acquire the skill.  
 
NATO nations sign accession protocols for Sweden, 
Finland 
 
At the NATO Headquarters, Sweden and Finland 
signed the accession protocols. Pekka Haavisto of 
Finland and Ann Linde of Sweden, both foreign 

ministers, were present for the signing. Days have 
passed since the trilateral agreement between Sweden, 
Finland, and Turkey was signed. Turkey initially 
opposed the Nordic countries’ admission to the 
organisation on the grounds that they were harbouring 
Kurdish insurgents. At the last trilateral conference in 
Madrid, Turkey agreed to drop its objections under 
specific circumstances.  
Details:  
The ratification procedure begins with the signature of 
the accession procedures. NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg referred to the signing as significant 
in a statement. The 30-nation NATO alliance aims to 
advance inter-nation security. According to the NATO 
charter’s collective defence tenet, an armed attack 
against one of its members is an attack on all of them.  
Any European state that is able to advance the 
Treaty’s principles and enhance the security of the 
North Atlantic region is eligible to join NATO. With 
the situation in Ukraine as a backdrop, the 
development is noteworthy. Russia opposes NATO’s 
eastward expansion, and Finland is a neighbour of 
Russia. The door of NATO, according to Mr. 
Stoltenberg, is still open to the European Union as 
they deal with what he called the largest security crisis 
in decades.  
NATO: 
With 30 members—28 European and 2 North 
American—the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
often known as the North Atlantic Alliance, is an 
intergovernmental military alliance.  
 Formation: 4 April 1949  
 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 
 Official language: English, French 
 Secretary General: Jens Stoltenberg 
 Chair of the NATO Military Committee: Lt. 

Admiral Rob Bauer, Royal Netherlands Navy 
 
Tata Power, TN govt. ink MoU to set up mega 
solar manufacturing facility 
 
Tata Power revealed that it has reached a deal with the 
Tamil Nadu government to invest Rs. 3000 crore in 
the construction of a new solar cell and module 
manufacturing facility in the state’s Tirunelveli 
district. According to the agreement, both parties will 
endeavour to promote the switch to renewable energy 
and the creation of jobs in the state. The investment in 
the facility must take place over a period of more than 
16 months and must result in the creation of jobs, the 
majority of which will be for women.  



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

204

Details: 
More than 2,000 direct and indirect job opportunities 
will be generated by the initiative, most of which will 
go to women. After the one in Bengaluru, this will be 
Tata Power’s second such production facility. Tata 
Power revealed that it has reached a deal with the 
Tamil Nadu government to invest Rs. 3000 crore in 
the construction of a new solar cell and module 
manufacturing facility in the state’s Tirunelveli 
district. According to a corporate statement, Tata 
Power, one of India’s leading integrated power firms, 
has struck an agreement with the Tamil Nadu 
government to invest roughly Rs 3,000 crore to build 
a 4GW solar cell and 4GW solar module 
manufacturing facility in the Tirunelveli region of 
Tamil Nadu.  
 
UK signs 1st international data sharing deal post 
Brexit 
 
UK has entered into an agreement with South Korea 
under which organisations of both the countries will 
be able to share data across the borders without 
restrictions, the government said. This is UK's first 
international data adequacy agreement post Brexit. It 
will enable more vital research that can improve the 
lives of people. The countries agreed to contribute to a 
healthier and more sustainable global data ecosystem 
based on free and safe data flows. South Korea was 
one of several countries earmarked for a so-called 
international data adequacy initiative aimed at 
“unlocking the benefits of free and secure cross-
border data flows now the country has left the EU” — 
the others being the U. S. , Australia and Singapore, 
the Dubai International Finance Centre and Colombia.  
Google, Mastercard and Microsoft were among the 
companies advising the UK government on this deal 
as part of an International Data Transfer Expert 
Council.  
 
SBI Life signs bancassurance pact with Paschim 
Banga Gramin Bank 
 
A bancassurance agreement has been reached between 
the Paschim Banga Gramin Bank and SBI Life 
Insurance. Through the cooperation, SBI Life’s 
assortment of protection, wealth development, credit 
life, annuity, and savings products will be made 
available at all Paschim Banga Gramin Bank branches 
throughout West Bengal, therefore enhancing the 

region’s access to life insurance solutions. Arun 
Kumar Patra, general manager of Paschim Banga 
Gramin Bank, and Jayant Pandey, regional director of 
SBI Life, both signed the contract. An agreement 
between a bank and an insurance firm known as 
“bancassurance” enables the latter to market its 
products to the clients of the lender.  
 
Star Health, IDFC FIRST Bank announce 
Bancassurance tie-up 
 
The insurer has signed a corporate agency agreement 
with IDFC FIRST Bank for distribution of its health 
insurance solutions. In accordance with this strategic 
partnership, Star Health and Allied Insurance 
Company will use IDFC FIRST Bank‘s cutting-edge 
digital platform and extensive distribution network to 
offer its best-in-class health insurance products to the 
Bank’s customers.  
Key Points: 
With a focus on going digital, IDFC FIRST Bank 
provides customer service through its mobile app and 
net banking platform, which supplement its network 
of branches, ATMs, and lending centres. As the first 
independent health insurance provider in India, Star 
Health and Allied Insurance Company began doing 
business in 2006. It specialises in health, personal 
accident, and international travel insurance. On June 
27, 2022, shares of Star Health dropped 3. 49 percent 
to Rs 514. 80.  
 
CCI approves Google's proposed investment in 
Bharti Airtel 
 
In an investment agreement (IA) signed by Google 
and Airtel, the buyer offers to buy a 1. 28 percent 
minority and non-controlling part in the company’s 
equity share capital. The roughly $1 billion for 1. 28 
percent investment in Bharti Airtel by Google was 
approved by the Indian Competition Commission. The 
proposed merger was accepted by the CCI based on 
the Acquirer’s amendments (Google International 
LLC).  
Details: 
In accordance with the terms of the Investment 
Agreement (IA) signed by Google and Airtel, the 
Acquirer is planning to buy a 1. 28 percent minority 
and non-controlling holding in the equity share 
capital. Along with the IA, the acquirer and the target 
have also made several business arrangements through 
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their affiliates. The companies also want to enter into 
a few other commercial agreements in the future, the 
authority stated. In January of this year, Google 
announced that it would invest up to $1 billion in 
Bharti Airtel, India’s No. 2 supplier of telecom 
services, with a 1. 28 percent stock purchase for $700 
million and a $300 million commercial agreement 
over the course of five years. As part of the Google 
for India Digitization Fund, the internet search engine 
already invested $4. 5 billion in Reliance Jio in July 
2020, making it an investor in two competing telecom 
service companies. As part of Google’s investment in 
Jio last year, JioNext, a low-cost smartphone, has 
already been launched in partnership with Reliance 
Jio. JioNext runs an optimised version of the Android 
operating system. The holding company of Reliance 
Jio, Jio Platforms, also acquired a $5. 7 billion 
investment for a 9. 99 percent ownership from 
Facebook, now Meta.  

Adani Sportsline partners as Principal Sponsor 
with Indian Olympics Association 

Adani Sportsline, the sports arm of the Adani Group, 
has inked a long-term principal sponsorship deal with 
the Indian Olympic Association (IOA). It will be the 
official partner of the Indian contingent during the 
upcoming Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022, 
the Hangzhou Asian Games 2022, and the Paris 
Olympic Games 2024. The group had earlier been 
associated with the Indian contingent during the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021.  
Details: 
Adani Sportsline has supported over 28 athletes 
through its athlete support initiative, #GarvHai, across 
a variety of sports. Six of these athletes represented 
India at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, and among 
them was wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya, who brought 
home a silver medal. Adani Sportsline also owns 

teams on Indian and global platforms, including the 
Pro Kabaddi League, Ultimate Kho Kho League, Big 
Bout Boxing League, and International League T20 
(cricket), among other initiatives.  

Bharat Electronics signs MoU with Belarus firm 
for the supply of Airborne Defense Suite 

Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Defense 
Initiatives (DI), Belarus, and Defense Initiatives Aero 
Pvt Ltd, India (a subsidiary of DI Belarus). The MoU 
is signed to build cooperation amongst the three 
companies for the supply of Airborne Defense Suite 
(ADS) for Indian Air Force’s helicopters. ADS is used 
for providing protection to helicopters. BEL will be 
the prime contractor and will be supported by DI with 
manufacturing and maintenance for the supply of 
advanced Electronic Warfare (EW) suites for 
helicopters under the ‘Make in India’ category. The 
MoU also aims to explore various business 
opportunities for India and global markets for ADS.
The partnership has evolved under the guidance of 
Sanjay Jaju, Additional Secretary, Department of 
Defence Production, and Indo Belarusian Joint 
Commission (IBJC) on Military Cooperation.  
Bharat Electronics Limited: 
 Founded: 1954
 Headquarters: Bengaluru
 Chairman & Managing Director: Anandi

Ramalingam
 Executive Director: Vinay Kumar Katyal
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68th National Film Awards 2022: Ajay Devgan, 
Suriya win Best Actor- Check Full List of 68th 
National Film Awards winners 
 
The 68th National Film Awards Best Actor award has 
gone to Ajay Devhan for Tanhaji: The Unsung 
Warrior and Suriya for Soorarai Pottru, while Aparna 
Balamurali has won the Best Actor Female award for 
Soorarai Pottru. Soorarai Pottru, written and directed 
by Sudha Kongara, has won the Best Feature Film 
Award as well at the 68th National Film Awards. The 
National Film Awards were established in 1954. This 
year's awards ceremony honoured films from 2020 as 
well due to COVID-19 related delays.  
68th National Film Awards 2022 Winners List:  
 
Best Feature Film: Soorarai Pottru 
 Best Director: Sachidanandan KR, Ayyappanum 

Koshiyum 
 Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome 

Entertainment: Tanhaji 
 Best Actor: Suriya for Soorarai Pottru and Ajay 

Devgn for Tanhaji 
 Best Actress: Aparna Balamurali, Soorarai Pottru 
 Best Supporting Actor: Biju Menon, Ayyappanum 

Koshiyam 
 Best Supporting Actress: Lakshmi Priya 

Chandramouli, Sivaranjaniyum Innam Sila 
Pengallum 

 Best Action Direction Award: AK Ayyappanum 
Koshiyum 

 Best Choreography: Natyam (Telugu) 
 Best Lyrics: Manoj Muntashir for Saina (Hindi) 
 Best Male Playback Singer: Rahul Deshpande for 

Mi Vasantrao and Anish Mangesh Gosavi for 
Taktak 

 Best Female Playback Singer: Nanchamma, 
Ayyappanum Koshiyam 

 Best Music Direction: Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo, 
S Thaman 

 Best film on Social Issues: 'Justice Delayed but 
Delivered' & Three Sisters 

 Best Choreography: Natyam 
 Best Cinematography: Avijatrik 
 Best Audiography: Dollu, Mi Vasantrao and 

Malik 
 Best Costume Design: Tanhaji 

 Best Production Design: Kappela 
 Best Editing: Sivaranjiniyum Innum Sila 

Pengalum 
 Best Make-up: Natyam 
 Best Screenplay: Soorarai Pottru, Sudha Kongara 

and Mandela, Madonne Ashwin 
 Best Stunt Choreography: Ayyappanum 

Koshiyum 
Special Jury Award 
 Best Feature Film in Hindi: Toolsidas Junior 
 Best Feature Film in Kannada: Dollu 
 Best Feature Film in Malayalam: Thinkalazhcha 

Nishchayam 
 Best Feature Film in Tamil: Sivaranjiniyum 

Innum Sila Pengalum 
 Best Feature Film in Telugu: Colour Photo 
 Best Feature Film in Haryanvi: Dada Lakhmi 
 Best Feature Film in Dimasa: Samkhor 
 Best Feature Film in Tulu: Jeetige 
Non-Feature Films 
 Best Film on Family Values: Kumkumarchan, 

Abhijeet Arvind Dalvi 
 Best Direction: Oh That’s Bhanu, RV Ramani 
 Best Music Direction: 1232 kms – Marenge Toh 

Wahin Jaakar, Vishal Bhardwaj 
 Best Cinematography: Sabdikunna Kalappa, 

Nikhil S Praveen 
 Best Audiography: Pearl of the Desert, Ajit Singh 

Rathore 
 Best Editing: Borderlands, Anadi Athaley 
 Best Narration Voiceover: Rhapsody of Rains – 

Monsoons of Kerala, Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan 
 Best On Location Sound: Jadui Jangal, Sandeep 

Bhati and Pradeep Lekhwar 
 Best Film on Environment 

Conservation/Preservation 
 Best Book on Cinema: The Longest Kiss by 

Kishwar Desai 
 Best Book on Cinema (Special Mention): MT 

Anunahvangalude Pusthakam, Anoop 
Ramakrishnan and Kali Paine Kalira Cinema by 
Surya Deo 

 Best Film Critic: No winner this year.  
 Most Film Friendly State: Madhya Pradesh 
Feature Film Awards 
 Best Hindi Film: Toolsidas Junior 
 Best Malayalam Film: Thinkalazcha Nishchayam 

Awards & Recognitions 
 

Awards & Recognition
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 Best Telugu Film: Colour Photo 
 Best Bengali Film: Avijatrik 
 Best Assamese Film: Bridge 
 Best Tulu Film: Jeetige 
 Best Tamil Film: Sivaranjaniyum Innum Sila 

Pengallum 
 Best Marathi Film: Gostha Eka Paithanichi 
 Best Kannada Film: Dollu 
 Best Dimasa Film: Semkhor 
 Best Haryanvi Film: Dada Lakhmi 
 
Gita Gopinath becomes first woman to feature on 
IMF's 'wall of former chief economists' 
 
India-born Gita Gopinath became the first woman and 
second Indian to feature on the ‘wall of former chief 
economists’ of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). The first Indian to achieve the honour was 
Raghuram Rajan who was Chief Economist and 
Director of Research of IMF between 2003 and 2006.  
Gopinath was appointed as IMF Chief Economist in 
October 2018 and was later promoted as the IMF’s 
First Deputy Managing Director in December last 
year.  
Gita Gopinath: 
Gopinath had served as the first female chief 
economist of the Washington-based global lender for 
three years. Gopinath’s research has been published in 
many top economics journals. Prior to her 
appointment as IMF Chief Economist, she was the 
John Zwaanstra Professor of International Studies and 
Economics in the economics department of Harvard 
University. Before joining the faculty of Harvard 
University in 2005, she was an assistant professor of 
economics at the University of Chicago’s Booth 
School of Business.  
 
India gets elected to UNESCO panel on Intangible 
Cultural Heritage for 2022-2026 cycle 
 
India has been elected a member of the 
Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO’s 2003 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage for the 2022-2026 cycle. India has 
served as a member of the ICH Committee twice — 
from 2006 to 2010 and from 2014 to 2018. As the 
nation celebrates Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, India 
will be a part of two prominent Committees of 
UNESCO — Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022-
2026) and World Heritage (2021-2025). This is yet 

another opportunity for India to reinstate the values of 
‘Vasudeva Kutumbakam’According to UNESCO, the 
core functions of the Intergovernmental Committee 
for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage are to promote the objectives of the 
convention, provide guidance on best practices and 
make recommendations on measures for the 
safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage. India 
received 110 votes from the 155 State Parties that 
were present and voting.  
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO):  
 Formation: 16 November 1945 
 Headquarters: World Heritage Centre, Paris, 

France 
 Director-General: Audrey Azoulay 
 Parent organization: United Nations Economic 

and Social Council 
 
NAARM gets ICAR Sardar Patel Award 
 
The National Academy of Agricultural Research 
Management (NAARM) has bagged the Sardar Patel 
Outstanding ICAR Institute Award 2021 (in the Large 
Institute Category) for its overall performance. Ch 
Srinivasa Rao, Director of NAARM, received the 
award from the Union Minister of Agriculture and 
Farmers’ Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar in New 
Delhi. The awards were given away at a function to 
mark the 94th Foundation Day of the ICAR.  
NAARM: 
The National Academy of Agricultural Research 
Management is a national-level Natural Resource 
Service training institute for ARS cadre located in 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India. It was established by 
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research in 1976, 
to address issues related to agricultural research and 
education management, in India.  
 
Four mathematicians awarded Fields Medals 
including Ukraine's Maryna Viazovska 
 
Four mathematicians have been awarded the 
prestigious Fields Medals including Ukraine's Maryna 
Viazovska at a ceremony in Helsinki, Finland. The 
four awardees of the prestigious prize include France's 
Hugo Duminil-Copin, US-based June Huh, Britain's 
James Maynard and Ukraine's Maryna Viazovska. 
Maryna Viazovska has become the second woman in 
history to win the coveted prize.  
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Fields Medal 2022 Winners 
1. Hugo Duminil-Copin (36 years)- Institut des Hautes 
Études Scientifiques 
2. June Huh (39 years) - Princeton University 
3. James Maynard (35 years) - University of Oxford 
4. Maryna Viazovska ( 37 years) - Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology 
Fields Medal: 
Fields medal is the highest honor for a mathematician. 
The medal is awarded every four years on the 
occasion of the International Congress of 
Mathematicians. The Fields Medal is awarded to 
recognize outstanding mathematical achievement for 
existing work and for the promise of future 
achievement. The Fields medal award comprises a 
gold medal (14 karat gold) bearing the profile of 
Archimedes and a cash amount. The Fields medal and 
cash prizes are funded by a trust established by J. C. 
Fields at the University of Toronto.  
Eligibility:  
Besides outstanding mathematical achievement, the 
chosen candidate must be below 40 years before 
January 1st of the year the Field Medals are awarded.  
When were Fields medals first awarded? 
The Fields Medals were first awarded in 1936 in Oslo, 
Norway. The Fields medals were conceieved by John 
Charles Fields, a Canadian mathematician.  
 
Karnataka’s Sini Shetty becomes Femina Miss 
India 2022 winner 
 
Sini Shetty from Karnataka was crowned Femina Miss 
India 2022 winner at the Jio Convention center in 
Mumbai. Along with Sini Shetty as the new Miss 
India, the country also got its new beauty queens of 
2022 including Rubal Shekhawat as Femina Miss 
India 2022 1st runner up and Shinata Chauhan as 
Femina Miss India 2022 2nd Runner up.  
 
Femina Miss India 2022 winner:  
Sini Shetty who has been crowned Femina Miss India 
2022 hails from Karnataka. The 21-years old was born 
in Mumbai and holds a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and finance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss India 2022 Runner up:  
Rubal Shekhawat from Rajasthan emerged as Miss 
India 2022 first runner-up and Shinata Chauhan from 
Uttar Pradesh was crowned Miss India 2022 second 
runner-up.  
 
Ashok Soota conferred with CII Quality Ratna 
Award 2021 
 
Ashok Soota, founder and Executive Chairman of 
Happiest Minds Technologies, has been conferred 
with CII Quality Ratna Award 2021. The Annual CII 
Quality Ratna Award constituted in the year 2019 is in 
recognition of outstanding leadership, contribution, 
and distinguished service to the Quality Movement in 
India. The CII Awards Committee unanimously 
concurred to bestow the 2021 Award to Mr. Soota 
considering his significant contribution to building the 
competitiveness of the Indian industry through quality 
Initiatives.  
 
Vijay Amritraj honoured with Golden 
Achievement Award by ITF and International 
Tennis Hall of Fame 
 
India's Vijay Amritraj has been named the 2021 
recipient of the Golden Achievement Award. The 
Golden Achievement Award is presented annually by 
the International Tennis Hall of Fame and 
International Tennis Federation. The award is given to 
a person who has made important contributions 
internationally to tennis in the fields of administration, 
promotion, or education and has devoted long and 
outstanding service to the sport. The award was 
presented at a special celebration hosted in Amritraj's 
honour in London. A globally recognized and 
respected tennis icon as well as a national hero in his 
native India, Amritraj was the first Indian player to 
turn professional on the ATP Tour.  
 
International Tennis Federation:  
 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 
 Founded: 1 March 1913 
 President: David Haggerty 
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BCCI to trial BoneXpert software to detect age 
fraud among cricketers 
 
The BCCI will be using software on an experimental 
basis to detect age fraud alongside the existing TW3 
method with an aim to save costs by as much as 80%. 
The BCCI, which has a zero-tolerance policy toward 
age fraud, currently uses the TW3 method (based on 
an X-ray of the left hand and wrist) for age 
determination. The current method costs Rs 2400 per 
bone test and takes about 3-4 days while the proposed 
usage of BoneXpert Software will give instantaneous 
results and cost only Rs 288. The X-rays are taken at 
the respective home centres of state associations at the 
X-ray centre in the presence of an independent BCCI 
observer and sent to the BCCI AVP Department. 
BCCI AVP department collates them in a proper 
format and sends it to two (2) independent radiologists 
on the BCCI panel for interpretation of bone age. It 
can take any time between one day to three-four days 
to get the reporting of associations from the 
consultants depending upon the workload on them and 
number of players. The entire process takes around 
two (2) months to be completed. In August 2020, the 
BCCI introduced a voluntary disclosure scheme for 
registered players to declare if they had manipulated 
their date of birth. 
Note: All cricketers committing age fraud, including 
senior men and women, are handed two-year bans by 
the BCCI. 
 
McLaughlin wins 400m hurdles in 50.68s, becomes 
1st woman to run under 51s 
 
American Sydney McLaughlin broke her own world 
record for winning a gold medal in 400 meters 
hurdles. She was playing at World Championships. 
She had finished the race in 50.68 seconds on July 23 
in Oregon. She had slashed 0.73 off her previous mark 
for 51.41 set at Hayward Field last month. She 
became the first woman to run under 51 seconds 
during the event. It was the fourth medal in a 
successful world championships for Great Britain, 
following on from Jake Wightman’s 1500m gold and 
bronze medals for Laura Muir and Dina Asher-Smith 
over 1500m and 200m respectively. 
 

Neeraj Chopra scripts history by becoming first 
Indian to win silver medal at World Athletics 
Championships; Grabs 2nd position in Men's 
Javelin Throw final 
 
Tokyo Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra created 
history by winning  Silver medal in men's javelin 
throw event at World Athletics Championships. In the 
prestigious competition held at Eugene in Oregon, 
United States, the champ grabbed second position 
with his best throw of 88.13 metres. Grenadian javelin 
thrower Anderson Peters won the gold medal with a 
throw of 90.54 meters. Neeraj Chopra is the first ever 
Indian to win a silver medal at World Athletics 
Championships. He is the second Indian after former 
long jumper Anju Bobby George, who won a bronze 
medal in long jump at 2003 in Paris. 
 
 
BCCI introduces A+ category for umpires, 
includes 10 umpires 
 
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
introduced a new A+ category for its umpires and 
Nitin Menon, along with ten other officials, have been 
grouped in the category. The others in the A+ 
category include four international umpires -- Anil 
Chaudhary, Madangopal Jayaraman, Virender Kumar 
Sharma and K N Ananthapadmabhanan. Rohan 
Pandit, Nikhil Patwardhan, Sadashiv Iyer, Ulhas 
Gandhe and Navdeep Singh Sidhu are also part of the 
A+ category. Twenty umpires including C 
Shamshuddin form the A group, 60 are in Group B, 46 
in Group C and 11 in Group D which falls in the 60-
65 age bracket. The complete list was tabled at the 
Apex Council meeting following the work done by 
former international umpires K Hariharan, Sudhir 
Asnani and Amiesh Saheba, and members of BCCI 
umpires' sub-committee. Umpires in A+ and A 
category are paid Rs 40,000 a day for a first-class 
game while Rs 30,000 a day are paid in the B and C 
category. Though the list was presented as 'gradation 
of umpires', a BCCI official clarified to PTI that the 
board has created groups. It is not grading. There are 
groups with A+ being the new category. A+ and A, 
one can say form the cream of Indian umpires. 
Umpires in B and C category are also good. When it 

Sports 
 

Sports



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

210

comes to assigning duties across domestic events 
starting at the top with Ranji Trophy, preference will 
be given group wise. The grouping has been done 
after reviewing the performances of the 2021-2022 
season. The board has not added to its umpires' list 
since 2018. With the threat of COVID-19 reducing, 
the BCCI has decided to conduct a full fledged 
domestic season after two years. The board plans to 
organise as many as 1832 games across age groups in 
men and women's cricket, a massive exercise.  
 
Asia Cup to be held in UAE, confirms BCCI 
president Sourav Ganguly  
 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
President Sourav Ganguly informed that the Asia Cup 
2022, will be played in UAE. Asia Cup 2022 was 
supposed to be held in Sri Lanka but due to the 
ongoing economic crisis, the event has been shifted to 
UAE. Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) had informed the 
Asian Cricket Council (ACC) that the board will not 
be in a position to host the upcoming edition of the 
Asia Cup T20 because of the economic and political 
crisis in the country. Asia Cup is slated to be held 
from August 27 to September 11 and will be played in 
the T20 format.  
Asia Cup: 
The Asian Cricket Council Asia Cup is a men's One 
Day International and Twenty20 International cricket 
tournament. It was established in 1983 when the Asian 
Cricket Council was founded as a measure to promote 
goodwill between Asian countries. It was originally 
scheduled to be held every two years.  
Current champion: India (7th Title) 
Asian Cricket Council: 
 President: Jay Shah 
 Headquarters: Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 Founded: 19 September 1983 
 Membership: 25 associations 
 Parent organization: ICC 
 
Indian Men’s team bags silver medal at ISSF 
World Cup 
 
The Indian men’s 25m rapid fire pistol team 
comprising Anish Bhanwala, Vijayveer Sidhu and 
Sameer won the silver medal on the last day of the 
ISSF World Cup Changwon 2022 in South Korea. The 
medal helped India retain the top spot on the medals 
table with five gold, six silver and four bronze. South 

Korea managed just one bronze on the final day and 
finished with four golds, five silver and three bronze 
medals. The Indian trio had made the final after 
coming through two rounds of qualification, finishing 
second with 872 points in the first and topping the 
second round with 578 for a shot at gold. India started 
strongly to take a 10-2 lead. This is the second time 
this year that the Indian shooters had topped the ISSF 
World Cup medals table. India finished with four gold 
medals at the ISSF World Cup in Cairo.  
 
Qatar's Barshim wins 3rd straight high jump gold 
at World Championships 
 
Tokyo Olympics gold medallist Mutaz Barshim of 
Qatar jumped a world-leading 2. 37 metres to win 
high jump gold medal for the third successive time at 
World Athletics Championships in Oregon. South 
Korea's Sanghyeok Woo took silver (2. 35 metres), 
while Ukraine's Andriy Protsenko won bronze (2. 33 
metres). Notably, 31-year-old Barshim went beyond 
his own season's best of 2. 30 metres. The 2022 World 
Athletics Championships, the eighteenth edition of the 
World Athletics Championships, are currently being 
held at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, United 
States, from July 15–24, 2022.  
 
WI's Lendl Simmons announces retirement from 
international cricket 
 
Veteran West Indies batter Lendl Simmons has drawn 
curtains on his 16-year-long international career. 
Simmons’ decision comes hours after his teammate 
wicketkeeper-batter Dinesh Ramdin called it quits 
from international cricket. Earlier, England all-
rounder Ben Stokes also announced that he would 
retire from ODIs after playing his last game against 
South Africa and continue to focus on Tests and T20s.  
 
Mairaj Ahmad Khan becomes first Indian shooter 
to win gold medal in men’s skeet event at ISSF 
World Cup 
 
In Shooting, two-time Olympian Mairaj Ahmad Khan 
created history by becoming the first Indian shooter to 
win the gold medal in the men’s skeet event at the 
ISSF World Cup in Changwon, South Korea. Mairaj 
Ahmad Khan recorded 37 hits out of a possible 40 in 
the final to win gold. South Korea’s Minsu Kim struck 
36 for silver while Ben Llewellin of Great Britain won 
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bronze with 26 hits. In the qualifying round, Mairaj 
Ahmad Khan shot 119 from 125 over two days of the 
men’s skeet shooting event. In the ranking round, 
Mairaj Ahmad Khan was up against Germany’s Sven 
Korte, Minki Cho of South Korea and Nicolas Vasilou 
of Cyprus for another round of 30 targets. Mairaj 
Ahmad Khan topped the round with 27 hits. Sven 
Korte followed Mairaj Ahmad Khan to the medal 
round with 25 hits. Apart from the gold by Mairaj 
Ahmad Khan at the ISSF World Cup Changwon 2022, 
India also won a bronze in the women’s 50m rifle 3 
positions team event. Anjum Moudgil, who won 
individual silver, combined with Sift Kaur Samra and 
Ashi Chouksey to win the bronze medal. The two 
medals on the day helped India stay on top of the 
medal standings with five gold, five silver and three 
bronze medals with two more days of competitions 
left.  
 
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa wins Paracin 
Open Chess title in Serbia 
 
In Chess, young Indian Grandmaster R 
Praggnanandhaa has won the Paracin Open 'A' chess 
tournament 2022 in Serbia. Second-seeded, 
Praggnanandhaa scored 8 points from nine rounds. 
Top seed, Alexandr Predke took the second spot with 
7. 5 points ahead of Alisher Suleymenov and India's 
AL Muthaiah, who both scored 7 points. Suleymenov 
grabbed third place on the basis of a better tie-break 
score. Indian GM Arjun Kalyan (6. 5 points) settled 
for seventh place. The Olympiad-bound 
Praggnanandhaa winning his first six games before 
Predke held on for a draw in round seven. He 
subsequently beat compatriot and fellow GM Arjun 
Kalyan in the eighth round before signing off with a 
draw against Alisher Suleymenov (Kazakhstan) in the 
ninth and final round. The teenage GM also recorded 
wins over fellow Indian WGM Srija Seshadri, 
Lachezar Yordanov (Bulgaria), Kazybek Nogerbek 
(Kazakhstan), compatriot Koustav Chatterjee, 
Arystanbek Urazayev (Kazakhstan).  
 
India's Anjum Moudgil wins bronze in Changwon 
Shooting World Cup 
 
India's Anjum Moudgil won a bronze medal in 50m 
Rifle 3 Positions Women at ISSF Shooting World Cup 
in Changwon, South Korea. Anjum shot 402. 9 in the 
final round to finish third behind Germany’s Anna 

Janssen (407. 7) and Italy’s Barbara Gambaro (403. 
4), who won the gold and silver medals respectively.  
This is the 28-year-old's second straight individual 
World Cup medal of 2022. Anjum had won silver in 
the same event at Baku World Cup last month. 
Sanjeev Rajput, Chain Singh, and Aishwary Pratap 
Singh Tomar clinched the silver medal in the men’s 
3P team event. The Indian trio, which had finished 
second in the qualification stage, faced a strong Czech 
Republic team in the gold medal match.  
 
PV Sindhu clinches Singapore Open 2022 Title 
 
India's Olympic medalist PV Sindhu won the 
Singapore Open 2022 title after beating China's Wang 
Zhiyi in the women's singles final. She beat Wang Zhi 
Yi and won her 3rd title of the year at Singapore Open 
2022. She had won the women's singles title at the 
Syed Modi International tournament in January and 
Swiss Open 2022 in March 2022.  
Champions:  
 Men's singles: Anthony Sinisuka Ginting 

(Indonesia) 
 Women's singles: P. V. Sindhu (India) 
 Men's doubles: Leo Rolly Carnando (Indonesia), 

Daniel Marthin (Indonesia) 
 Women's doubles: Apriyani Rahayu (Indonesia), 

Siti Fadia Silva Ramadhanti (Indonesia) 
 Mixed doubles: Dechapol Puavaranukroh 

(Thailand), Sapsiree Taerattanachai (Thailand) 
 
India top ISSF Shooting World Cup medal tally at 
Changwon in South Korea 
 
In the ISSF Shooting World Cup, India topped the 
medal tally at Changwon in South Korea. India 
finished the tournament with eight medals including 
three golds, four silvers and one bronze and was way 
ahead of hosts Korea and Serbia in the medal tally.  
The day began on a brilliant note for India when the 
troika of Arjun Babuta, Shahu Tushar Mane and 
Paarth Makhija helped the country bag its third gold 
medal beating Korea 17-15 in the 10-metre air rifle 
team event. Earlier, Arjun Babuta had won the gold 
medal in the men’s air rifle category, while the duo of 
Mehuli Ghosh and Shahu Tushar Mane bagged gold 
in the 10m Air Rifle Mixed Team category. Arjun, 
Makhija and Mane fought neck to neck and staged a 
comeback, leading through the final to claim the top 
prize ahead of the Korean team of Seungho Bang, 
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Sangdo Kim and Hajun Park. The second medal of the 
day came in the form of silver when the trio of 
Elavenil Valaviran, Mehuli Ghosh and Ramita settled 
for silver after going down to the home team of 
Jihyeon Keum, Eunseo Lee and Dayeong Gwon 10-
16. In the men's 10m air Pistol team event final, the 
Indian team put up a spirited fight against the 
experienced Italian trio of Paolo Monna, Alessio 
Torracchi and Luca Tesconi before going down 15-17, 
ensuring another silver for the country. India's third 
silver of the day came in the 10m air pistol team 
women's event when the new-look team of Rhythm 
Sangwan, Yuvika Tomar and Palak faced a 2-10 
drubbing against a quality Korean side comprising 
Tokyo Olympics silver medallist Kim Minjung.  
 
India's Gukesh wins Gijon Chess Masters 
 
India’s D. Gukesh won the Gijon Chess Masters, with 
eight points out of nine rounds. GM Alexandr Fier of 
Brazil finished second with 6. 5 points while 
International Master Pedro Antonio Gines of Spain 
came third scoring six points. With the win, Gukesh 
took his FIDE rating to 2693. If he crosses the Elo 
rating of 2700, Gukesh could well become the sixth 
Indian to do so after Viswanathan Anand, Krishnan 
Sasikiran, P. Harikrishna, Vidit Gujarati and B. 
Adhiban.  
 
Jonny Bairstow, Marizanne Kapp Wins ICC 
Player of The Month for June 2022 
 
International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced 
the ICC Player of the Month awards for June 2022. 
England’s in-form batter Jonny Bairstow bagged the 
Men’s Player of the Month title while South Africa’s 
power-hitting batter Marizanne Kapp was awarded 
with Women’s Player of the Month. Jonny Bairstow 
received the title after his remarkable performances 
last month against New Zealand. He defeated his 
team-mate Joe Root and New Zealand batter Daryl 
Mitchell in the race of receiving the “Player of the 
Month” award. South African batter Marizanne 
Kapp’s last month was also full of solid and powerful 
performances. Kapp’s classic stroke play got her more 
votes than her teammate Shabnim Ismail and 
England’s Nat Sciver. With this feat, Kapp has 
become South Africa’s first ICC Women’s Player of 
the Month winner since Lizelle Lee, who was 
crowned in March 2021.  

ICC: 
 Founded: 15 June 1909 
 Chairman: Greg Barclay 
 CEO: Geoff Allardice 
 Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
Mohammed Shami becomes fastest Indian to take 
150 ODI wickets 
 
Indian bowler Mohammed Shami created a new 
record by becoming the fastest Indian bowler to take 
150 ODI wickets, surpassing Indian pacers Zaheer 
Khan and Ajit Agarkar. He achieved the feat during 
the first ODI of India's three-match series against 
England at Kennington Oval on July 12, 2022. 
Mohammed Shami took 80 matches to reach the 
landmark of 150 wickets, surpassing Ajit Agarkar, 
who took 97 matches to achieve the feat and Zaheer 
Khan who took 103 matches. Shami also equaled the 
record of Afghanistan spinner Rashid Khan. The 
Indian bowler is now the joint-third fastest bowler in 
the world to take 150 ODI wickets along with Rashid 
Khan, after Australia's Mitchell Starc and Pakistan's 
Saqlain Mushtaq.  
Fastest 150 Wickets in ODI:  
 Mitchell Starc (Australia) - 77 matches 
 Saqlain Mushtaq (Pakistan) - 78 matches  
 Mohammed Shami (India) - 80 matches 
 Rashid Khan (Afghanistan) - 80 matches 
 
Indian grapplers bag 22 medals in Asian U-20 
Wrestling Championships at Manama in Bahrain 
 
India’s U-20 wrestling team came up with a superb 
performance to bag 22 medals including four gold in 
the Asian U-20 Wrestling Championships in Manama, 
Bahrain. Besides the four gold medals, India claimed 
nine silver and nine bronze medals in the event. 
Among the 22 medals, the women’s team won 10 
medals including three gold through Priyanka (65kg), 
Arju (68kg) and Antrim (53kg). Men’s freestyle 
wrestler Sujeet won the fourth gold medal for India in 
the 65kg weight class. India finished second in the 
team ranking in women's wrestling, second in men's 
freestyle, and fifth in the team ranking in Men's 
Greco-Roman competition. Among the medallists, 
women wrestler Sweety (53kg), Reena (65kg), 
Bipasha (72kg), Priya (76kg) won silver medals while 
Mulayam Yadav (70kg), Ashish (97kg), Mohit Kumar 
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(61kg), Jaideep (74kg) and Mahendra B Gaikwad 
(125kg) are the male grapplers to bag silver medals.  
Three women, Sito (57kg), Tanu (59kg) and Sarika 
(62kg), and four male freestyle wrestlers, Aman 
(57kg), Deepak (67kg), Jointy Kumar (86kg), Akash 
(92kg) besides two men’s Greco-Roman wrestlers, 
Rohit Dahiya (82kg) and Ankit Gulia (67kg), won 
bronze medals in the event.  
 
World Masters Athletics Championships: 94-year-
old Bhagwani Devi from India wins gold medal in 
100 m sprint in Finland 
 
In Athletics, Bhagwani Devi, a 94-year-old sprinter 
from India, won the gold medal in the 100 m sprint at 
the World Masters Athletics Championships held in 
Tampere, Finland. She won the gold with a timing of 
24. 74 seconds. Bhagwani also bagged a bronze medal 
in shot put. World Masters Athletics Championships 
was held in Tampere from June 29 - July 10. It is a 
world championship-caliber event for the sport of 
athletics for male and female athletes aged 35 years 
and over.  
Finland 
 Prime minister: Sanna Marin 
 Capital: Helsinki 
 Currency: Euro 
 President: Sauli Niinistö 
 
World Games: Abhishek Verma, Jyothi Surekha 
Vennam win bronze in archery 
 
India has won its first medal at The World Games 
2022 being held in Birmingham, USA, with the archer 
duo of Jyothi Surekha Vennam and Abhishek Verma 
bagging a bronze medal in archery, bringing home the 
country’s first-ever medal in the discipline by 
defeating Canada’s Andrea Becerra & Miguel 
Becerra. With this, they have also won India’s fifth 
overall medal at The World Games. They defeated the 
duo of Becerra and Miguel Becerra by a margin of 
157-156. The 11th edition of The World Games is 
taking place in Birmingham, Alabama, USA from July 
7-17 2022. This edition, originally planned for 2021, 
was postponed to 2022 because of the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Novak Djokovic beats Nick Kyrgios to win 7th 
Wimbledon title and 21st Grand Slam 
 

In Tennis, Serbian star Novak Djokovic won 
Wimbledon 2022 after beating Australia’s Nick 
Kyrgios in London. The 35-year-old also became the 
fourth player in the open era after Roger Federer, Pete 
Sampras, and Bjorn Borg won four titles in a row. 
Djokovic has a total of seven Wimbledon titles with 
his last four titles coming in 2018, 2019, 2021, and 
2022.  
It is Djokovic’s 21st Grand Slam title overall, putting 
him one behind record-holder Rafael Nadal. Kyrgios 
was playing in his first Grand Slam final.  
2022 Wimbledon Champions:  
 Men's singles: Novak Djokovic, Serbia  
 Women's singles: Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan  
 Men's doubles: Matthew Ebden, Australia  / Max 

Purcell, Australia  
 Women's doubles: Barbora Krejčíková, Czech 

Republic / Kateřina Siniaková, Czech Republic  
 Mixed doubles: Neal Skupski, United Kingdom  / 

Desirae Krawczyk, United States  
 Wheelchair men's singles: Shingo Kunieda, Japan  
 Wheelchair women's singles: Diede de Groot, 

Netherlands  
 Wheelchair quad singles: Sam Schröder, 

Netherlands  
 Wheelchair men's doubles: Gustavo Fernández, 

Argentina  / Shingo Kunieda, Japan  
 Wheelchair women's doubles: Yui Kamiji,Japan / 

Dana Mathewson, United States  
 Wheelchair quad doubles: Sam 

Schroder,Netherlands  / Niels Vink, Netherlands  
 Boys' singles: Mili Poljičak, Croatia  
 Girls' singles: Liv Hovde,United States  
 Boys' doubles: Sebastian Gorzny, United States / 

Alex Michelsen, United States  
 Girls' doubles: Rose Marie Nijkamp, Netherlands 

/ Angella Okutoyi, Kenya  
 Gentlemen's invitation doubles: Bob Bryan, 

United States / Mike Bryan, United States  
 Ladies' invitation doubles: Kim Clijsters,  

Belgium / Martina Hingis, Switzerland  
 Mixed Invitation Doubles: Nenad Zimonjić, 

Serbia / Marion Bartoli, France  
 
Malaysia Open Badminton Tournament 2022  
 
The 2022 Malaysia Open (officially known as the 
Petronas Malaysia Open 2022 for sponsorship 
reasons) was a badminton tournament that took place 
at the Axiata Arena, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 
28 June to 3 July 2022 and had a total prize of US 
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$675,000. The 2022 Malaysia Open was the twelfth 
tournament of the 2022 BWF World Tour and was 
part of the Malaysia Open championships, which had 
been held since 1937. This tournament was organized 
by the Badminton Association of Malaysia with 
sanction from the BWF.  
List of winners: 
 Men’s singles title: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) 
 Women’s singles title: Ratchanok Intanon 

(Thailand) 
 Men’s doubles champions: Takuro Hoki / Yugo 

Kobayashi of Japan 
 Women’s doubles champions: Apriyani Rahayu 

and Siti Fadia Silva Ramadhanti of Indonesia 
 Mixed doubles: China’s Zheng Siwei and Huang 

Yaqiong 
 
Carlos Sainz Wins 2022 F1 British GP 
 
Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz registered his first Formula One 
win at British Grand Prix 2022, with the Spaniard 
finishing ahead of the Red Bull driver Sergio Perez 
and Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton. Carlos Sainz claimed 
his first Formula One victory in his 150th race. World 
Championship leader Max Verstappen struggled with 
his car after suffering a puncture early on, which saw 
him finish the race in P7, whilst Leclerc couldn’t hold 
on towards the end of the race on his older set of hard 
tyres and slipped to finish P4 from leading the race on 
lap 43. Fernando Alonso, Lando Norris, Mick 
Schumacher, Sebastian Vettel and Kevin Magnussen 
rounded out the top 10, while six drivers failed to 
finish the race at Silverstone.  
 
Elorda Cup: Reigning Youth World Boxing 
champions Alfiya Pathan and Gitika win gold 
medals 
 
Reigning Youth World Boxing champions Alfiya 
Pathan and Gitika have won gold medals at the Elorda 
Cup in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. Two other Indian 
female boxers Kalaivani Srinivasan and Jamuna Boro 
signed off with silver medals. In the women's 81-
kilogram final, Alfiya thrashed 2016 world champion 
and a strong contender for the title, Lazzat 
Kungeibayeva, by a 5-0 margin. Gitika clinched a 
thrilling 4-1 win over compatriot Kalaivani in an 
intense all-Indian women's 48-kg final. Meanwhile, 
2019 World Championships bronze medalist Jamuna 
gave her all against Uzbekistan's Nigina Uktamova 

but ended up with a 0-5 loss in the 54-kg final. With 
the addition of two gold, two silver, and 10 bronze 
medals on the final day, the 33-member Indian 
contingent concluded its campaign with an overall 
tally of 14 medals. It was also the debut senior 
international event for both the youngsters, Alfiya and 
Gitika. The tournament witnessed top players in 
action from countries such as India, Uzbekistan, and 
hosts Kazakhstan, Cuba, China, and Mongolia.  
 
Jasprit Bumrah breaks Lara's world record, 
smashes Broad for 29 runs in an over 
 
India captain Jasprit Bumrah bludgeoned a hapless 
Stuart Broad for 29 runs to create a world record for 
maximum runs off a single over in Test cricket, 
beating the legendary Brian Lara’s feat by one run. 
The world record stayed with Lara for 18 years, he 
had hit South African left-arm spinner Robin Peterson 
for 28 runs in a Test match in 2003-04, which 
included four fours and two sixes off six legal 
deliveries. Broad, who had also been hit for six sixes 
in an over by Yuvraj Singh in the inaugural World 
T20 in 2007, gave away 35 in the 84th over of the 
Indian first innings in the fifth rescheduled Test here. 
There were six extra runs — five wides and a no-ball. 
The Indian skipper was not out on 31 off 16 balls with 
four boundaries and two sixes.  
 
Neeraj Chopra Diamond League: Neeraj Chopra 
bags Silver Medal, breaks his own National record 
with 89. 94 m throw 
 
Tokyo Olympic Gold Medalist Neeraj Chopra gave 
another sterling performance as he won a Silver 
Medal at the prestigious Diamond League Meet in 
Stockholm and broke his own previous record. Neeraj 
Chopra in the Diamond League in Stockholm threw 
89. 94 meters and while doing so he broke his own 
National Record. Neeraj Chopra, earlier on June 14, 
had won the Silver Medal in the Pave Nurmi Games 
in Turku by throwing the Javelin 89. 30 meters away.  
Chopra’s 89. 94 meters was also the tournament’s 
record before it was broken by the reigning world 
champion Anderson Peters with 90. 31 meters. Apart 
from breaking his own National Record, it was the 
first time that Chopra had finished in the top three in a 
Diamond League event. Anderson Peters won the 
Gold Medal while Julian Weber of Germany bagged 
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the Bronze Medal after throwing 89. 08 m in his fifth 
attempt.  
 
Eoin Morgan retires, draws curtains on glorious 
international career 
 
Eoin Morgan confirmed his retirement from 
international cricket and stepped down as England's 
white-ball captain after more than seven years. After 
England's dismal failure at the 2015 Cricket World 
Cup, Morgan spearheaded the team's white-ball 
transformation to a bold, attacking approach and 
unprecedented heights. He led England to its first 
global 50-over title at the 2019 World Cup and the 
No. 1 ranking in one-day internationals and 
Twenty20s. They enjoyed series victories against 
every major team and 60% success on his watch. 
Morgan was also part of England teams that won their 
first global cricket title in 2010 at the World 
Twenty20 and captained the team to the final in 2016.  
Morgan holds the team records for most ODIs (225) 
and T20s (115), and the most runs in both formats.  
 
Navjeet Dhillon wins gold medal in discus throw at 
Qosanov Memorial 2022 
 
Indian women’s discus thrower, Navjeet Dhillon won 
the gold medal at the Qosanov Memorial 2022 
athletics meet in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Navjeet 
Dhillon, who is looking to seal her place in the Indian 
team for Commonwealth Games, won the women’s 
discus throw with a 56. 24m effort. Local athlete 
Karina Vasilyeva with 44. 61m and Uzbekistan’s 
Yulianna Shchukina with 40. 48m followed Navjeet 
Dhillon on the podium. Overall India won 14 medals 
on the day, including seven golds. Tokyo Olympian 
Dhanalakshmi Sekar will also be among the top 
Indian athletes competing today at the Qosanov 
Memorial 2022 athletics, which is a World Athletics 
bronze-level event. Sprinter Dutee Chand registered 
her season-best performance of 11. 38s to top the 
100m heats but failed to attain the top spot in the 
finals. She clocked 11. 49s in the final to finish second 
behind Olga Safronova of Kazakhstan, who claimed 
gold in 11. 40s. India's MV Jilna came third in 11. 
61s.  
 
Deepak Punia wins bronze in U23 Asian wrestling 
championships 2022 
 

Tokyo Olympian Deepak Punia won a bronze medal 
after defeating Maksat Satybaldy in the 86kg freestyle 
weight category at the U23 Asian wrestling 
championships 2022 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. In the 
opening two rounds, the 23-year-old Punia lost to 
eventual gold medallist Azizbek Fayzullaev of 
Uzbekistan and Nurtilek Karypbaev of Kyrgyzstan. 
However, he overpowered Satybaldy of Kazakhstan to 
settle for the bronze. Last month, Deepak Punia was 
included in the Indian wrestling team for the 
Commonwealth Games 2022 with Tokyo 2020 
medallists Bajrang Punia and Ravi Kumar Dahiya. 
India won 25 medals in all in the U23 meet in the 
event, including 10 gold medals.  
 
Madhya Pradesh beat Mumbai by 6 wickets in 
Ranji Trophy 
 
Madhya Pradesh wrote history as they won their 
maiden Ranji Trophy title, beating tournament 
heavyweights Mumbai by 6 wickets in the final at the 
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru. Under the 
leadership of Aditya Shrivastava, the team defeated 
41-time champions Mumbai. The team was coached 
by former India wicketkeeper-batsman Chandrakant 
Pandit. Mumbai batter Sarfaraz Khan was crowned as 
the ‘Man of the Tournament for his brilliant Ranji 
Trophy 2022 with the bat, which saw him score 982 
runs at an average of 122. 75, finishing at the top of 
the batting charts. Other top bowlers of The 2022 
Ranji Trophy are spinner Shahbaz Nadeem of 
Jharkhand (25 wickets).  
Ranji Trophy: 
The Ranji Trophy is a domestic first-class cricket 
championship played in India between multiple teams 
representing regional and state cricket associations. 
The competition currently consists of 38 teams, with 
all 28 states in India and four of the nine union 
territories having at least one representation. The 
competition is named after the first Indian cricketer 
who played international cricket, Ranjit Singh, who 
was also known as ‘Ranji’. The first match of the 
competition was held on 4 November 1934 between 
Madras and Mysore at the Chepauk ground in Madras 
in the final. Mumbai(Bombay) have won the 
tournament the most number of times with 41 wins 
including 15 back-to-back wins from 1958–59 to 
1972–73.  
 
  



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

216

 
 
SpaceX breaks its annual record with 32nd rocket 
launch of 2022 
 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX broke its record for the number 
of rockets launched in a year. While the company 
managed 31 launches in 2021, it aims to launch 52 
missions in 2022. SpaceX's 32nd launch of 2022 
deployed 46 Starlink satellites to low-Earth orbit. 
Notably, SpaceX so far has launched nearly 3,000 
Starlink satellites to space. 
 
Ozone Holes: Scientists discover 7 times larger 
ozone hole over the Tropics  
 
The scientists at Canada's Waterloo University have 
discovered a large ozone hole in the lower 
stratosphere, which is seven times larger than the one 
over Antarctica. The new ozone hole was discovered 
over the tropics and has reportedly been there for over 
30 years. The large ozone hole in the lower 
stratosphere over the tropics is comparable in depth to 
that of the Antarctic hole but it is roughly seven times 
larger in area. The discovery was made by Qing-Bin 
Lu, a scientist from the University of Waterloo in 
Ontario, Canada. The study was published in the 
journal AIP Advances.  
What is an ozone layer? 
The Ozone layer is a gas layer in the Earth's 
stratosphere that envelops the planet and protects it 
from the Sun's harmful ultraviolet rays. The layer 
contains a high concentration of ozone (O3) in 
relation to other parts of the atmosphere.  
Where is ozone layer? 
The ozone layer is generally found in the lower 
portion of the stratosphere, 15-35 kilometers (9 to 22 
mi) above Earth. Its thickness varies seasonally and 
geographically. The ozone layer absorbs 97 to 99 
percent of the Sun's medium-frequency ultraviolet 
light, which could otherwise potentially damage 
exposed life forms near the surface.  
What is an ozone hole? 
The ozone hole is an area where with exceptionally 
depleted levels of the gas. The ozone hole also refers 
to thinning of the protective ozone layer. The loss of 
the gas in an ozone hole is 25 per cent more than the 
undisturbed atmosphere.  
 

Where is an ozone hole? 
So far, scientists were warning of an ozone hole that 
forms above Antarctica every September. The 2021 
Antarctic ozone hole had reached its maximum area 
on October 7 and it is ranked as the 13th largest since 
1979. The new ozone hole discovery is above the 
tropics, the area between the tropic of Cancer and the 
tropic of Capricorn.  
What causes ozone holes?  
Human activities are the main cause of depletion of 
the ozone gas through uses of gases like 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). These chemicals escape 
into the atmosphere through refrigerants, propellant 
devices, spray cans and other such things and release 
chlorine after coming into contact with the ultraviolet 
rays of the Sun, which ultimately break down ozone 
molecules in the upper atmosphere.  
Why is ozone hole harmful? 
The formation of the ozone hole is a cause of great 
global concern, as the depletion of the ozone layer can 
lead to increased ground-level UV radiation. The 
increased radiation can increase risk of skin cancer 
and cataracts in humans.  
 
Part of world's most powerful telescope 
permanently damaged by space rock: Report 
 
Scientists have said part of James Webb Space 
Telescope, the world's most powerful telescope, 
suffered permanent damage due to a series of 
micrometeorite strikes. The micrometeoroid which hit 
a segment in the period May 22-24 caused significant 
uncorrectable change in the overall figure of that 
segment. As per NASA, the James Webb Space 
Telescope will not be serviceable but it has been 
designed to be reliable without regular servicing.  
 
Background:  
The James Webb Space Telescope was launched on 
December 25, 2021. It comprises one of the largest 
mirrors on a space telescope. It was built by Nasa at a 
cost of $10 billion in collaboration with the European 
Space Agency (ESA) and the Canadian Space Agency 
(CSA).  
 
 

Science & Technology 
 

Science & Technology
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SpaceX launches 53 Starlink satellites in its 31st 
mission of 2022 
 
SpaceX launched a batch of 53 Starlink satellites atop 
a Falcon 9 rocket in its 31st mission this year. This 
was the 13th flight for the Falcon 9 first stage booster 
supporting this mission, SpaceX said. The booster has 
previously launched Dragon's first crew demonstration 
mission and now 10 Starlink missions. Falcon 9 is a 
rocket that can carry cargo and humans into Earth 
orbit, even reaching the International Space Station 
(ISS) . It is produced by American aerospace company 
SpaceX. Technically, it is a partially reuseable, 
medium lift launch vehicle.  
 
SpaceX:  
 Founded: March 14, 2002 
 Founder: Elon Musk 
 Headquarters: Hawthorne, California, United 

States 
 CEO, Chairman and CTO: Elon Musk 
 President and COO: Gwynne Shotwell 
 
Rajnath Singh launches indigenously built Y- 3023 
Dunagiri, Project 17A frigate to strengthen 
country's maritime security 
 
Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh said the security 
challenges in the Indian Ocean region and Indo-
Pacific are constantly increasing. In order to achieve 
the Prime Minister's Vision of 'SAGAR', that is 
'Security and Growth for All in the Region' and to 
protect, preserve and promote India's National 
Maritime Interests, Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard 
and other organisations have to increase the 
infrastructure and assets so that the country stay ahead 
of the curve in dealing with these challenges. Raksha 
Mantri said this while launching Y- 3023 Dunagiri, 
Project 17A frigate built by Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders Limited (GRSE) in Kolkata. P17A 
Frigates are follow-on class of the P17 (Shivalik 
Class) Frigates with improved stealth features, 
advanced weapons and sensors and platform 
management systems. Seven P17A Frigates are under 
various stages of construction at Mazagaon Dock 
Limited (MDL) and GRSE.  
 
 
 

Samsung develops the world’s fastest graphics 
DRAM chip 
 
Samsung announced the creation of a new graphics 
dynamic random-access memory (DRAM) chip with 
increased speed and power efficiency. According to a 
statement from the manufacturer, the 24-gigabit 
Graphics Double Data Rate 6 (GDDR6) uses third-
generation, 10-nanometer technology and boasts a 
data processing speed that is over 30% quicker than 
competing products. The new DRAM chip, which 
Samsung claims to be the fastest in the world, can 
process visual images at a pace of up to 1. 1 terabytes 
per second, which is the same as processing 275 full 
HD movies in a second. Graphics DRAMs are 
frequently found in powerful 3D games, personal 
computers, laptops, and equipment that plays high-
resolution videos. The new chip will likely be quickly 
adopted by the graphics and artificial intelligence 
industries because it complies with JEDEC industry 
standards. A semiconductor organisation in charge of 
chip standardisation is the JEDEC Solid State 
Technology Association. According to Samsung, the 
GDDR6 DRAM also increases power efficiency by 
more than 20% thanks to the so-called dynamic 
voltage scaling technology. The world’s largest 
manufacturer of memory chips, Samsung, suffered a 
decline in DRAM sales in the first three months of the 
year for a second quarter due to weaker prices and 
other factors, but the business was able to maintain its 
leadership in the global market.  
Samsung: 
 Founded:1 March 1938 
 Headquarters: South Korea 
 Founder: Lee Byung-chul 
 Chairman: Lee Jae-yong 
 
Agnikul Cosmos opens India's first private rocket 
engine 
 
Space tech startup, Agnikul Cosmos has inaugurated 
India’s first-ever factory to manufacture 3D-printed 
rocket engines in Chennai. The facility will use 
additive manufacturing technology to build 3D printed 
rocket engines and will be used to produce engines for 
its own in-house rockets. It was unveiled by Tata Sons 
chairman N Chandrasekaran and ISRO chairman S 
Somanath in the presence of Pawan Goenka, the 
chairman of IN-SPACe (Indian National Space 
Promotion and Authorization Centre). The company 
facility will use additive manufacturing technology to 
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build 3D printed rocket engines and will be used to 
produce engines for its own in-house rockets. This 
will allow the factory to produce eight engines every 
month and build the number of engines required to 
launch Agnibaan – its two-stage launch vehicle, 
expected to launch by the end of the year. The 10,000-
square-foot facility is located at IIT-Madras Research 
Park. It will have a 400mm x 400mm x 400mm metal 
3D printer from EOS that will enable end-to-end 
manufacturing of a rocket engine under one roof. The 
manufacturing facility has the capacity to make two 
rocket engines per week and thereby one launch 
vehicle every month.  
 
Agnikul: 
Agnikul was founded in 2017 by Srinath 
Ravichandran, Moin SPM and SR Chakravarthy 
(professor of IIT-Madras). In December 2020, 
Agnikul signed an agreement with the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) under the IN-SPACe 
initiative to have access to the space agency’s 
expertise and its facilities to build rocket engines.  
 
Indian scientists develop novel mechanism to 
inactivate SARS-CoV-2 
 
Indian scientists have developed a new class of 
synthetic peptides that can not only block the entry of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus into cells but also clump the 
virus particles together, reducing their ability to infect 
the living cell. This novel mechanism provides an 
alternative to make viruses like SARS-CoV-2 
inactive, promising a new class of peptides as 
antivirals. Scientists at the Indian Institute of Science 
in collaboration with researchers from the CSIR-
Institute of Microbial Technology have exploited this 
approach to design these peptides.  
 
What is SARS? 
Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) is a viral 
respiratory illness caused by a coronavirus called 
SARS-associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV). SARS 
was first reported in Asia in February 2003. The 
illness spread to more than two dozen countries in 
North America, South America, Europe, and Asia 
before the SARS global outbreak of 2003 was 
contained.  
 
 

US carries out two successful hypersonic missile 
tests 
 
The Pentagon carried out successful tests of two 
different hypersonic missiles systems recently, the U. 
S. Air Force and Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) announced recently. The AGM-
183A Air-launched Rapid Response Weapon 
(ARRW) had its second consecutive successful test 
after a series of testing failures earlier in the program.  
Details:  
An Air Force program, the ARRW is a boost-glide 
system that uses a rocket to accelerate a missile to 
hypersonic speeds before releasing a hypersonic glider 
which coasts toward the target at speeds in excess of 
Mach 5. The development of hypersonic weapons has 
been a key priority for the Pentagon amid competition 
with China and Russia but the program has had a 
troubled testing history with three consecutive test 
failures before a successful test in May. The Air Force 
did not specify how fast the ARRW flew or what 
distance it traveled, but it said the missile reached 
hypersonic speeds and met its primary and secondary 
objectives. The Air Force will begin testing of the 
complete system for the first time later this year, 
called an all-up-round test. In addition to the 
successful test of the ARRW, the Pentagon also 
conducted a successful test of the OpFires missile. 
The Operational Fires program is run by DARPA, the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. It was 
the first flight test of the ground-based hypersonic 
boost-glide system, which is designed to be launched 
from a standard military truck.  
 
Rajnath Singh to launch 75 newly-made AI-
enabled defence products 
 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will launch 75 
defence products powered by artificial intelligence 
(AI) on July 11. These 75 products will be launched at 
the first-ever 'Artificial Intelligence in Defence' 
(AIDef) symposium and exhibition organised by 
Department of Defence Production, Ministry of 
Defence, as part of the celebrations marking 75 years 
of Independence ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and to 
promote self-reliance in the defence sector. These 75 
products are in the domains of robotics systems, cyber 
security, human behaviour analysis, intelligent 
monitoring system, supply chain management, voice 
analysis and C4ISR (command, control, 
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communication, computer and intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance) and operational data 
analytics.  
 
Indian Navy commissions the first ALH Squadron 
INAS 324 
 
In line with Atmanirbhar bharat initiative in the 
defence sector, the first Indian Naval Air Squadron 
(INAS) 324 on the Eastern Seaboard operating the 
Advanced Light Helicopter MK III was commissioned 
in the the Indian Navy. The impressive 
Commissioning Ceremony was held under the 
presence of Vice-Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval 
Command at INS Dega, Visakhapatnam. Addressing 
the gathering, Vice Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta stated 
that the commissioning of the first ALH MK III 
Squadron in the Eastern Naval Command will 
enhance the surveillance capability on the Eastern 
Seaboard. Notably, the unit is the first Naval 
Squadron on the Eastern Seaboard operating the 
indigenously designed and built Advanced Light 
Helicopter (ALH) MK III (MR) helicopters.  
The significance of INAS 324 
The first ALH Squadron INAS 324 has been named 
“KESTRELS” which are birds of prey and have good 
sensory capabilities. It symbolizes the envisaged role 
of the Aircraft and the Air Squadron. Notably, the 
insignia of the Squadron depicts a ‘KESTREL’ 
searching over vast blue and white sea waves, which 
signifies the integral Maritime Reconnaissance (MR) 
and Search and Rescue (SAR) role of the Squadron. 
Fitted with state-of-the-art equipment, ALH MK III 
helicopters consists modern surveillance radar and 
electro-optical sensors. Developed and manufactured 
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), these 
coppers apart from their primary roles of MR and 
SAR, can also be deployed for Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster Relief(HADR) Operations as 
well as Special Operations with Marine Commandos. 
It is pertinent to note that these helicopters also have 
an airborne Medical Intensive Care Unit (MICU) for 
use in the Air Ambulance role to facilitate the medical 
evacuation of critically ill patients. The INAS 324 
Squadron is being commanded by Commander SS 
Dash, who is a highly experienced ALH Qualified 
Flying Instructor and has extensive operational 
experience.  
 

Tejas aircraft is Malaysia's top choice for fighter 
jet programme 
 
India's Tejas light combat aircraft has emerged as the 
top choice for Malaysia as the Southeast Asian nation 
looks at replacing its ageing fleet of fighter jets and 
the two sides are holding negotiations to firm up the 
procurement. Malaysia has narrowed down on the 
Indian aircraft notwithstanding the stiff competition 
from China's JF-17 jet, South Korea's FA-50 and 
Russia's Mig-35 as well as Yak-130. As part of the 
package, India has offered to set up an MRO 
(Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul) facility in 
Malaysia for its Russian-origin Su-30 fighter fleet as it 
is facing difficulties in procuring spares for the 
aircraft from Russia in view of western sanctions 
against Moscow.  
Key Points:  
 It is learnt that the Chinese JF-17 was cheaper but 

could not match the technical parameters of the 
Tejas Mk-IA variant and the offer of maintenance 
of the Su-30 fleet as proposed by India.  

 A team of high-ranking officials and experts is 
expected to visit India soon to take forward the 
procurement process.  

 Malaysia is procuring the aircraft to replace its 
ageing fleet of Russian MiG-29 fighter planes. 
The number of aircraft that Malaysia is looking at 
procuring is not immediately clear.  

 Tejas, manufactured by HAL, is a single-engine 
and highly agile multi-role supersonic fighter 
aircraft capable of operating in high-threat air 
environments.  

 In February last year, the defence ministry sealed 
a Rs 48,000 crore deal with HAL for the 
procurement of 83 Tejas fighter aircraft for the 
Indian Air Force (IAF).  

 India has started work on the MK 2 version of the 
Tejas as well as on an ambitious USD 5 billion 
project to develop a fifth-generation Advanced 
Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA).  

 
ISRO successfully launches PSLV-C53 with three 
Singapore Satellites onboard 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
successfully launched the PSLV-C53 with three 
Singapore Satellites onboard. This is also the 55th 
mission of PSLV, often described as ISRO’s trusted 
workhorse, and the 15th one using the PSLV-Core 
Alone variant. The four-stage, 44. 4 meters tall PSLV-
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C53 blasted off from the second launch pad of Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre and placed the three Singapore 
Satellites- DS-EO, NeuSAR, and SCOOB-1 in 
intended orbit.  
PSLV-C53:  
PSLV-C53 is the second dedicated commercial 
mission of NewSpace India Limited (NSIL). It is 
designed to orbit the DS-EO satellites along with the 
two other co-passenger satellites from Singapore. 
NSIL is the commercial arm of ISRO. PSLV-C53 had 
on June 23, 2022, launched GSTA-24 in its first 
demand-driven communication satellite mission post 
space sector reforms, leasing the entire capacity on 
board to Direct-to-Home (DTH) service provider Tata 
Play.  
Three Singapore satellites:  
DS-EO is a 365 kg satellite while NeuSAR weighs 
155 kg. Both belong to Singapore and are built by a 
Starec Initiative of the Republic of Korea, while the 
third satellite is a 2. 8 kg SCOOB-1 of Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU), Singapore. PSLV 
Orbital Experimental Module DS-EO carries an 
Electro-Optic, multi-spectral payload that will provide 
full-color images for the land classification, and serve 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief needs. 
NeuSAR is Singapore’s first small commercial 
satellite carrying a SAR payload, which is capable of 
providing images in day and night and under all 
weather conditions.  
 
India’s largest floating solar power project made 
fully functional  
 
India’s largest floating solar power plant has been 
made fully functional at Ramagundam, Telangana. 
The National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) 
declared commercial operation of the plant's final 
capacity of 20MW out of the total  100 MW 
Ramagundam Floating Solar PV Project with effect 
from July 1, 2022. With the operationalisation of the 
100-MW Solar PV Project at Ramagundam, the total 
commercial operation of Floating Solar Capacity in 
Southern Region has risen to 217 MW. The NTPC 
had declared commercial operation of 92 MW 
Floating Solar at Kayamkulam (Kerala) and 25 MW 
Floating Solar on the reservoir of its Simhadri thermal 
station in Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh last year 
in August 2021.  
7 Important Facts India’s largest floating solar 
power plant:  

1. The 100-MW Floating Solar project is powered 
with advanced technology and environment 
friendly features.  

2. It was built with financial implication of Rs. 423 
crores through M/s BHEL as EPC (Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction) contract.  

3. The project, divided into 49 blocks with each 
having 2. 5MW, spreads over 500 acres of its 
reservoir.  

4. Each block comprises one floating platform and 
an array of 11,200 solar modules.  

5. The floating platform comprises an inverter,  
transformer and transformer and a HT breaker.  

6. The solar modules are placed on floaters 
manufactured with HDPE (High Density 
Polyethylene) material.  

7. The entire floating system is being anchored 
through special HMPE (High Modulus 
Polyethylene) rope to the dead weights placed in 
the balancing reservoir bed. The power is 
evacuated to the existing switch yard through 
33KV underground cables.  

Significance & Benefits:  
The 100-MW Floating Solar project is unique as it 
includes all the electrical equipment including 
inverter, transformer, HT panel and SCADA 
(supervisory control and data acquisition) are also on 
floating ferro cement platforms. The most obvious 
advantage is minimum land requirement that is mostly 
for associated evacuation arrangements. The presence 
of floating solar panels reduces the evaporation rate 
from water bodies, thus helping in water conservation.  
This would help avoid approximately 32. 5 lakh cubic 
meters per year water evaporation.  
 
Autonomous Flying Wing Technology 
Demonstrator successfully tested by DRDO 
 
The Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) successfully carried out the maiden flight of 
the Autonomous Flying Wing Technology 
Demonstrator from the Aeronautical Test Range, 
Chitradurga, Karnataka. As per the official statement, 
operating in a fully autonomous mode, the aircraft 
exhibited a perfect flight, including take-off, waypoint 
navigation and a smooth touchdown. This flight marks 
a major milestone in terms of proving critical 
technologies for the development of future unmanned 
aircraft and is a significant step towards self-reliance 
in such strategic defence technologies.  
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Key Details:  
The unmanned aerial vehicle which is powered by a 
small turbofan engine is designed and developed by 
the Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), 
Bengaluru, a premier research laboratory of DRDO.  
The airframe, undercarriage, and the entire flight 
control and avionics systems used for the Autonomous 
Flying Wing Technology Demonstrator have been 
developed indigenously.  
Significance:  
As per DRDO, the fundamental research and testing 
related to the stealth UCAV programme have been a 
priority. The elements of stealth technology are one of 
the critical areas for the next-generation combat jet 
projects which also include the Advanced Medium 
Combat Aircraft (AMCA) project. The unmanned 
aerial vehicles are an integral part of the 21st warfare 
and this is also the greater thrust for The Ghatak 
Project which has been a top priority.  
 
Hyderabad startup successfully tests satellite 
deployer on ISRO's PSLV C53 
 
Hyderabad-based space tech startup Dhruva Space has 
successfully tested and space-qualified its satellite 
orbital deployer (DSOD 1U) which was aboard 
ISRO's PSLV C53. Dhruva Space utilised the PSLV 
Orbital Experimental Module (POEM) for the test. 
With this, Dhruva Space has become the first private 
company to receive authorization from IN-SPACe 
(Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization 
Center) for the testing and space-qualification of its 
Satellite Orbital Deployer. The successful test has laid 
the path for the startup's satellite missions, Thybolt-1 
and Thybolt-2, which would be onboard PSLV C54 
mission.  
Dhruva Space:  
 Founded: 2012 
 Founder: Sanjay Srikanth Nekkanti 
 Headquarters: Hyderabad, Telangana, India 
 CEO: Sanjay Srikanth Nekkanti 
 
World's largest innovation campus for startups 
unveiled by T-Hub in Hyderabad 
 
Hyderabad-based business incubator organisation, 
Technology Hub (T-Hub) announced the inauguration 
of the world’s largest innovation campus for start-ups 
in Hyderabad. Built in a T-shape, spanning 10 floors 
and spread over an area of 5,82,689 sq. ft, making it 

the world’s largest innovation campus, the 
organisation aims to support over 20,000 start-ups 
across the country. Until now, T-Hub has reportedly 
assisted over 300 Indian companies and 200 
businesses from other countries in scaling up 
internationally through 10 market access initiatives 
and 18 overseas interventions, in collaboration with 
global ecosystem participants spanning 42 countries. 
With more than $1. 19 billion in funding thus far 
secured in businesses including Zenoti, MyGate, 
WhistleDrive, Outplay, DrinkPrime, and AdOnMo, it 
has also helped entrepreneurs raise large sums of 
money through a number of programmes.  
 
Telangana 
 Founded: 2 June 2014 
 Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
 Capital: Hyderabad 
 Chief minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 
 
Indian Coast Guard commissions 3rd squadron of 
Dhruv Mark III helicopters 
 
The third squadron of Indian-built Advanced Light 
Helicopters (ALH) Dhruv Mark III was commissioned 
by the Indian Coast Guard at Porbandar, Gujarat. The 
helicopters could perform both offensive and 
reconnaissance tasks because of their 12. 7 mm heavy 
machine guns’ 1,800 metre maximum effective range.  
As the ALH Dhruv Mark III is entirely produced in 
India by Bengaluru-based Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited, its introduction strengthens the Coast 
Guard’s maritime surveillance and recon capabilities 
as well as the nation’s “aatmanirbhar defence” 
ideology (HAL). The Coast Guard’s second ALH 
Dhruv Mark III squadron was commissioned in Kerala 
in May. Four of these helicopters are now stationed at 
Kochi in the southern state, covering the coasts of 
Kerala, Karnataka, and the Lakshadweep islands. The 
ALH Dhruv is described as a “indigenously designed 
and developed… twin engine, multi-role, multi-
mission new generation helicopter”.  
 
Indian Coast Guard 
 Headquarters: Ministry of Defence, New Delhi 
 Director General: Virender Singh Pathania 
 Helicopter: HAL Chetak; HAL Dhruv 
 Founded: 1 February 1977 
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Former Japan PM Shinzo Abe dies after being shot 
at during speech 

 
 
Japan's former prime minister Shinzo Abe has died in 
hospital after he was shot at a political campaign 
event. Mr Abe was shot at twice while he was giving a 
speech in the southern city of Nara. Mr Abe, who was 
Japan's longest-serving prime minister, held office in 
2006 for a year and then again from 2012 to 2020, 
before stepping down citing health reasons. He later 
revealed that he had suffered a relapse of ulcerative 
colitis, an intestinal disease. While he was in office, 
he pushed hawkish policies on defence and foreign 
policy, and has long sought to amend Japan's pacifist 
post-war constitution. He also pushed for an economic 
policy that came to be known as "Abenomics", built 
on monetary easing, fiscal stimulus and structural 
reforms. He was succeeded by his close party ally 
Yoshihide Suga, who was later replaced by Fumio 
Kishida.  
 
Noted abstract artist Achuthan Kudallur passes 
away 

 
 
Noted artist Achuthan Kudallur has passed away 
recently at the age of 77. A civil engineer by training, 
Achuthan Kudallur was a self-taught abstract artist 
and a highly respected name in contemporary art 
circles of south India. He was a part of the Madras Art 

Club, which operated within the Government College 
of Art, Chennai and later shifted to painting abstracts.  
Achuthan Kudallur is a recipient of the national and 
Tamil Nadu State Lalit Kala Akademi Awards. He 
was born in 1945 in Kerala, but lived alone in 
Chennai, pursued a degree in Civil Engineering and 
revelled as an Indian Asian Modern and 
Contemporary painter.  
 
Veteran singer Bhupinder Singh passes away at 82 

 
 
Renowned singer Bhupinder Singh passed away at the 
age of 82. Bhupinder Singh was a renowned Ghazal 
singer and some of his best-known songs included 
Hoke Majboor Mujhe Usne Bulaya Hoga, Naam gum 
jayega, Dil Dhoondta hai, Meethe bol bole, Ek akela 
is Shehar Mein, Do diwane shahar mein, Karoge yaad 
to, Kabhi kisi ko mukammal among many others. 
Bhupinder Singh was born in Amritsar, Punjab. He 
began his music career by performing on All India 
Radio, Delhi. Besides being a trained vocalist, he also 
learnt instruments like the violin and guitar.  He was 
spotted by music director Madan Mohan in 1962 at a 
dinner hosted by AIR Delhi producer Satish Bhatia 
and was called to Bombay. He got the opportunity of 
singing Hoke Majboor Mujhe Usne Bulaya Hoga 
along with veteran singers Mohammed Rafi, Talat 
Mahmood and Manna Dey for Chetan Anand's film 
Haqeeqat. He is credited for introducing Spanish 
guitar, bass and drums to the ghazal style.  
 

Former Mexican President Luis Echeverria dies at 
100  
 

Luis Echeverria Alvarez, who presided over Mexico 
from 1970 to 1976, passed away at the age of 100. 
Career attorney and Institutional Revolutionary Party 
member Echeverria prioritised Mexico’s foreign 
affairs and is renowned for, among other things, 

Obituary 
 

Obituary
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advocating for the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States at the United Nations in 1972. During 
his time serving as Interior Secretary under the Dáz 
Ordaz administration, political repression increased. 
One of the most well-known presidents in Mexico’s 
post-war history, Echeverra made an effort to lead the 
so-called Third World, which was made up of nations 
that did not support either the US or the USSR during 
the Cold War. He served as the Interior Secretary 
from 1963 to 1969. He was the oldest former head of 
state still alive in his nation at the time of his death in 
2022. In February 1972, he also started the process of 
establishing diplomatic ties with China.  
Mexico 
 Capital: Mexico City 
 Currency: Mexican peso 
 President: Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
 
Activist & Padma Shri awardee Avdhash Kaushal 
passes away at 84 

 
 
Social activist and Padma Shri awardee Avdhash 
Kaushal passed away at 84 following a prolonged 
illness. He headed the Rural Litigation and 
Entitlement Kendra NGO which was focused on 
development work amongst tribal communities in the 
Dehradun district. He founded the NGO in the late 
1970s. RLEK over the years worked for the cause of 
the underprivileged and marginalised communities 
and fought against the systemic inequalities and 
injustices with the main thrust being empowerment 
and emancipation of bonded labourers with a special 
focus on women. It took many initiatives ranging from 

protecting the fragile eco-system of Doon valley, 
abolition of bonded labour system in Jaunsar-Bawar 
area of Dehradun and securing the rights (right to 
education, right to vote and livelihood rights) of 
marginalised communities. The main milestone of 
RLEK was the limestone quarries case fought by it in 
the 1980s, in which the Supreme Court ordered the 
closing of the 101 mines in the Doon Valley. In 2003, 
Avdhash Kaushal was specially invited by the United 
Nations to the World Summit in Geneva to chair the 
panel of a discussion on the importance of local 
content within Information and Communication 
Technology. Avdhash Kaushal, was also nominated as 
a member of the International Committee to probe 
into war crimes and disappearances in Sri Lanka.  
 
Former Angolan President Dos Santos Dies 

 
 
Former President of Angolan, Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos has passed away at the age of 79. He was one 
of Africa’s longest-serving heads of state, who ruled 
for almost four decades as president of Angola. He 
stepped down from the president’s post in 2017. He 
had also fought for the continent’s longest civil war 
and turned his country into a major oil producer. 
Santos ruled his country for 38 years, from Agostinho 
Neto’s death in 1979 — four years after Angola won 
independence from Portugal — until 2017 when he 
stepped down voluntarily as president.  
Angola: 
 Capital: Luanda 
 Currency: Kwanza 
 
Bangladesh: Renowned archaeologist Padmashree 
Enamul Haque passes away 
 
Eminent archaeologist, historian and former Director-
General of the Bangladesh National Museum Dr. 
Enamul Haque passed away in Dhaka. He was 85. Dr. 
Enamul Haque was conferred with Padma Shri for the 
year 2020 for his work on Bengal’s Iconography and 
terracotta art.  



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

224

Dr. Enamul Haque was instrumental in setting up the 
Bangladesh National Museum. He was appointed its 
Director in 1973 and served as its Director-General 
between 1983-91. Dr. Haque is credited with finding 
and protecting several invaluable sculptures from 
various archaeological sites in Bangladesh. During his 
illustrious career, he was awarded with the Ekushey 
Padak in 2016 and the highest civilian award of 
Bangladesh Swadhinta Padak in 2020. Dr. Enamul 
Haque was a multi-faceted personality. He was a 
scholar, museologist, cultural activist, freedom fighter, 
songwriter and TV personality. His TV programme 
‘Amader Oitirjo’ or ‘Our Heritage’ brought out the 
rich historical past of the country to the common 
people.  
 
Freedom fighter Gandhian P Gopinathan Nair dies 

 
 
Freedom fighter and Gandhian P Gopinathan Nair 
died. He was 99. He was the recipient of Padma Shri 
Award in 2016. A devoted Gandhian, he spent his life 
disseminating the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Gandhian ways of life. He had participated in the Quit 
India movement in 1942 and had worked along with 
freedom activist Vinoba Bhave in Bhoodan and 
Gramdan movements. A staunch advocate of peace, 
he was chosen as the mediator to abate Maradu riots 
by the state government. He had served as the 
president of Gandhi Sevagram Ashram for 11 years. 
He was born in Neyyattinkara in 1922. His studies at 
Santhinikethan left a huge influence on him. He 
became a research student at Visva Bharati University 
in 1946-48. He started off his works in Kerala by 

being a part of Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi, formed under 
renaissance leader K Kelappan in 1951.  
Awards:  
 Padma Shri Puraskar 
 Jamnalal Bajaj Award 
 Stallions Social Service Award 
 
Visionary British theatre and film director Peter 
Brook passes away at 97 

 
 
Peter Brook, one of the world’s most innovative 
theatre directors who perfected the art of staging 
powerful drama in bizarre venues, has died aged 97. 
The British director mounted productions ranging 
from challenging versions of Shakespeare through 
international opera to Hindu epic poems. He brought a 
stunning nine-hour adaptation of the Sanskrit epic 
“The Mahabharata” from France to New York in 
1987. Brook was called many other things: a 
maverick, a romantic, a classicist. But he was never 
easily pigeonholed. British by nationality but based in 
Paris since 1970, he spent years in commercial 
theater, winning Tony Awards in 1966 and 1971 for 
the Broadway transfers of highly original productions 
of Peter Weiss’s “Marat/Sade” and Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. ” 
 
Ex-Indian goalkeeper Sudhir passes away 

 
 
Former India international EN Sudhir, who played as 
a goalkeeper for India in the 1970s, died in Mapusa, 
Goa. Sudhir, who made his international debut against 
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Indonesia in Rangoon (currently Yangon) in the 
Olympic qualifiers in 1972, represented India in 9 
matches. He was also part of the national team in the 
1973 Merdeka Cup and the Asian Games squad in 
1974. At the domestic level, he played for three 
different states in the Santosh Trophy Kerala (1969 
and 1970), Goa (1971, 1972, 1973), and Maharashtra 
in 1975.  Sudhir also played for Young Challengers 
(Kerala), Vasco Sports Club (Goa), and Mahindra & 
Mahindra at the club level.  
 

Padma Shri recipient director Tarun Majumdar 
passes away aged 91 

 
 

Padma Shri recipient director Tarun Majumdar passed 
away aged 91. Born on 8 January 1931 in the Bengal 
Presidency of British India, Majumdar's father 
Birendranath Majumdar was a freedom fighter. He 
made his directorial debut alongside Sachin Mukherji 
and Dilip Mukherji, under the screen name Yatrik, 
with the 1959 Bengali film 'Chaowa Pawa'. Majumdar 
went on to direct blockbusters such as 'Balika Badhu' 
in 1967, 'Kuheli' in 1971, 'Shriman Prithviraj' in 1973, 
'Fuleswari' in 1974, 'Dadar Kirti' in 1980, 'Bhalobasa 
Bhalobasa' in 1985 and 'Apan Amar Apan' in 1990. 
He's the recipient of four National Awards, seven 
BFJA Awards, five Filmfare Awards and an 
Anandalok Award. The Government of India 
honoured him with the fourth highest civilian award, 
Padma Shri, in 1990. He also received Filmfare 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2021.  
 
Pallonji Mistry, Shapoorji Pallonji Group 
Chairman passes away at 93 

 

Pallonji Mistry, Indian-born billionaire and Chairman 
of Indian conglomerate Shapoorji Pallonji Group, 
passed away in Mumbai on June 27, 2022. He was 93.  
He died mid-sleep at his residence in south Mumbai 
residence on the intervening night of June 27 and 28. 
Mistry's family controls the Shapoorji Pallonji Group, 
an Indian construction and real estate empire, which 
was established more than 150 years ago and employs 
more than 50,000 people in over 50 countries. Some 
of the company's landmark projects include the 
Reserve Bank of India and the blue-and-gold Al Alam 
palace for the Sultan of Oman.  
Pallonji Mistry:  
Pallonji Mistry was an Indian-born Irish billionaire 
construction tycoon. He was also the chairman of the 
construction empire Shapoorji Pallonji Group. Pallonji 
Mistry was conferred with India's third-highest 
civilian award, the Padma Bhushan in 2016 for his 
contribution as an industrialist.  
Shapoorji Pallonji Group:  
The Shapoorji Pallonji Group is an Indian 
conglomerate company that is headquartered in 
Mumbai, India. The conglomerate operates in several 
sectors including real estate, construction, textiles, 
shipping, power, engineered goods, home appliances, 
publications and biotechnology.  
 Founded: 1865 
 Founder: Pallonji Mistry 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
 
Noted lyricist, author and journalist, Chowalloor 
Krishnankutty passed away 

 
 
In Kerala, noted lyricist, author and journalist, 
Chowalloor Krishnankutty passed away at a private 
Medical College Hospital in Thrissur. He was 86. A 
former Staff Artist with AIR, Krishnankutty penned 
over 3000 devotional songs and authored more than 
200 books. He retired as an Assistant Editor with the 
Malayala Manorama daily. He won several awards 
including the Kerala Sahithya Academy Award for 
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satire, Poonthanam Jnanapana and Revathy 
Pattathanam Awards among others. Chowalloor 
Krishanankutty also made his mark as a screen writer 
in Malayalam movies and produced documentaries on 
some well-known Kathakali artists.  He also served as 
the Vice-Chairman of the Kerala Kalamandalam.  

V Krishnamurthy, former SAIL Chairman, passes 
away at 97 

V Krishnamurthy, a former Chairman of steel PSU 
SAIL and Maruti Udyog Ltd (now Maruti Suzuki), 
passed away at the age of 97 in Chennai. He was the 
Chairman of SAIL from 1985 to 1990. V
Krishnamurthy also held the position of Chairman of 
many other PSUs, including Bharat Heavy Electricals 

Ltd. (BHEL), Maruti Udyog, and GAIL. V
Krishnamurthy held many significant positions in his 
career and came to known as the ‘Father of Public 
Sector Undertakings in India’. V Krishnamurthy was 
instrumental in the development of the Maruti 800, 
which made it possible for Indian families to own and 
drive a car. It was under the leadership of 
Krishnamurthy, that Maruti Udyog signed a milestone 
joint venture agreement with Japan’s Suzuki Motor 
Corporation in 1982.  

V Krishnamurthy: Awards and Honours 
 Year: Award
 1973: Padma Shri
 1986: Padma Bhushan
 2007: Padma Vibhushan
 1975: Business Leadership Award
 1987: Businessman of the Year Award
 1989: Steelman of the Year Award
 2009: Order of the Rising Sun, the highest

Civilian Honour in Japan
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Rihanna becomes youngest self-made billionaire 
woman in US at 34 
 
Rihanna has become the youngest self-made 
billionaire woman in US, as per Forbes. The 34-year-
old has a net worth of $1. 4 billion. She was ranked 
21st overall in 'America's Richest Self-Made Women' 
list and is the only billionaire under 40 on the list. 
After Rihanna, the next-youngest billionaire on 
Forbes' list is 41-year-old Kim Kardashian, with $1. 8 
billion net worth. On the Forbes’ self-made women 
list of 2022, 75-year-old Diane Hendricks topped the 
list with a net worth of $12. 2 billion. She is the co-
founder and chairperson of ABC Supply, one of the 
largest wholesale distributors of roofing, siding and 
windows in America.  
2022 America’s Richest Self-Made Women top 10 
list:  
1  Diane Hendricks $12. 2 B 
2 Judy Faulkner $6. 7 B 
3 Judy Love $5. 2 B 
4 Johnelle Hunt $4. 3 B 
4 Marian Ilitch $4. 3 B 
6 Thai Lee $4. 1 B 
7 Gail Miller $4 B 
7 Lynda Resnick  $4 B 
9 Meg Whitman $3. 1 B 
10 Eren Ozmen $2. 6 B 

 
 
India projected to surpass China as world's most 
populous country next year: UN 
 
India is projected to surpass China as the world’s most 
populous country next year, according to a report by 
the United Nations. The report said that half of the 
projected increase in global population up to 2050 will 
be concentrated in just eight countries, which includes 
India. Other countries are Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, and Tanzania. The report also mentioned 
that the world population is projected to reach eight 
billion on November 15, 2022. The report also said 
that global life expectancy at birth fell to 71 years in 
2021, down from 72. 8 in 2019, mostly due to the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic. The share of the 

global population ages 65 and above is projected to 
rise from 10 percent in 2022 to 16 percent in 2050.  
UN 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 Founded: 24 October 1945 
 Secretary General: António Guterres 
 Founders: United States, India, United Kingdom, 

Poland, Brazil, etc.  
 Subsidiaries: United Nations Security Council, 

etc.  
 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi resigns 
 
Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi has handed in his 
resignation to President Sergio Mattarella, who asked 
him to remain in office in a caretaker capacity.  
The President's office did not say whether Mattarella 
would dissolve parliament or call early elections.  
Draghi's resignation came after three coalition parties 
withdrew their support for his government.  
Italy: 
 Capital: Rome 
 President: Sergio Mattarella 
 Currency: Euro 
 
India Innovation Index 2022: Karnataka, 
Chandigarh and Manipur top in respective 
categories 
 
Karnataka has topped Niti Aayog's India Innovation 
Index 2022 among major states, while Chandigarh has 
topped among city-states and union territories 
Manipur has topped among northeast and hill states. 
The India Innovation Index 2022 was released by 
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Suman Bery on July 21, 
2022.  
What is India Innovation Index? 
The India Innovation Index is prepared by NITI 
Aayog and the Institute for Competitiveness. It is a 
comprehensive tool for evaluation and development of 
the country’s innovation ecosystem. The index ranks 
states and union territories on their innovation 
performance to encourage healthy competition 
between them. The number of indicators in the index 
have increased from 36 to 66 and are now distributed 
across 16 sub-pillars and 7 key pillars.  
Major States 

Miscellaneous Events 
 

Miscellaneous Events
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States Score Rank 
Karnataka  18.01 1 
Telangana  17.66 2 
Haryana  16.35 3 
Maharashtra  16.06 4 
Tamil Nadu  15.69 5 
Punjab  15.35 6 
Uttar Pradesh  14.22 7 
Kerala  13.67 8 
Andhra Pradesh  13.32 9 
Jharkhand  13.10 10 
West Bengal  12.98 11 
Rajasthan 12.88 12 
Madhya Pradesh 12.74 13 
Gujarat 12.41 14 
Bihar 11.58 15 
Odisha 11.42 16 

 
NE and Hill States 
States Score Rank 
Manipur 19.37 1 
Uttarakhand 17.67 2 
Meghalaya 16.00 3 
Arunachal 
Pradesh 

15.46 4 

Himachal 
Pradesh 

14.62 5 

Sikkim 13.85 6 
Mizoram 13.41 7 
Tripura 11.43 8 
Assam 11.29 9 
Nagaland 11.00 10 

 
UT and City States 
UT/ City States Score Rank 
Chandigarh 27.88 1 
Delhi 27.00 2 
Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands 

17.29 3 

Puducherry 15.88 4 
Goa 14.93 5 
Jammu and 
Kashmir 

12.83 6 

Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli 
and Daman Diu 

12.09 7 

Lakshadweep 7.86 8 
Ladakh 5.91 9 

 

UK PM Boris Johnson resigns as leader of 
Conservative Party, New PM to be named soon 
 
Boris Johnson has resigned as leader of Britain's 
Conservative party, paving the way for the selection 
of a UK new Prime Minister. Johnson finally agreed 
to step down as UK PM after a wave of resignations 
from top Ministers and close aides, bringing an end to 
a tumultous two and a half years in office. This comes 
after eight ministers, including two secretaries of state, 
resigned in the last two hours. The slew of 
resignations in the Boris Johnson government began 
with the stepping down of UK's top two Ministers, 
Finance Secretary Rishi Sunak and Health Secretary 
Sajid Javid on July 6, 2022. The two ministers 
reportedly said that they were stepping down as they 
could no longer tolerate the party gate scandal that has 
stalked UK PM Boris Johnson for months. It is not 
immediately clear whether Boris Johnson will 
continue as UK PM till the Conservative Party 
chooses a new leader, or step down immediately. The 
new leader of the Conservative Party will 
automatically become the new Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom.  
 
List of world's most powerful passports released; 
India ranks 87th 
 
Japan's passport has been named the most powerful in 
the world with its citizens having visa-free access to 
193 countries, according to the Henley Passport Index.  
Singapore and South Korea have been ranked second, 
Germany and Spain third and Finland, Italy and 
Luxembourg fourth. The Indian passport has secured 
the 87th rank, with visa-free or visa-on-arrival access 
to 60 destinations. The index uses 17 years of data and 
helps individuals and governments assess the value of 
citizenships around the world based on which 
passports offer the most prolific visa-free, or visa-on-
arrival access. China placed 69th with access to 80 
countries, and Afghanistan’s passport is the least 
useful, getting the holder into only 27 countries.  

COUNTRY RANK ACCESS 
Japan  1 193 
Singapore  2 192 
South Korea  2 192 
Germany  3 190 
Spain  3 190 
Finland  4 189 
Italy  4 189 
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Luxembourg  4 189 
Austria  5 188 
Denmark  5 188 
Netherlands  5 188 
Sweden  5 188 

 
 
Gautam Adani overtakes Bill Gates to become 
world's 4th richest person: Forbes 
 
Gautam Adani has overtaken Bill Gates to become the 
world's fourth richest person, according to Forbes. The 
development comes after the Microsoft Co-founder 
announced plans to donate $20 billion to his non-
profit Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Gates' net 
worth now stands at over $102 billion, whereas Adani 
Group's 60-year-old Chairman has a fortune of more 
than $114 billion. He is the founder and chairman of 
the Adani Group, which boasts to be among top three 
conglomerates in India. “Adani Group is constituted 
of seven publicly listed entities with combined market 
capitalization in excess of$197. 49 billion (as on July 
19, 2022) with businesses spanning across Energy, 
Ports & Logistics, Mining & Resources, Gas, Defence 
& Aerospace and Airports. In each of its business 
areas, the Group has established leadership position in 
India. In February, the 60-year-old business magnate 
passed Mukesh Ambani as Asia’s richest person.  
Note: On the Forbes' list, while Elon Musk is the 
richest person with $230 billion net worth, Bernard 
Arnault of Louis Vuitton is at the second spot. 
Amazon boss Jeff Bezos is the third on the list.  
Adani Group:  
 Founded: 20 July 1988 
 Founder: Gautam Adani 
 Headquarters: Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India 
 Chairman & MD: Gautam Adani 
 CEO of Adani Ports & SEZ: Karan Adani 
 
Narinder Batra quits as IOA President, FIH Chief, 
IOC member 
 
Veteran sports administrator Narinder Batra resigned 
as President of International Hockey Federation (FIH) 
and also gave up his membership of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). Batra ceased to be 
President of the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
when the Delhi High Court, on May 25, struck down 
the post of ‘Life member’ in Hockey India, courtesy 
which he had contested the IOA elections and won 

back in 2017. In three separate letters, Batra officially 
tendered his resignations from the IOA, IOC and FIH 
respectively. Batra’s IOC membership was linked to 
IOA presidency but his resignation from FIH has 
come as surprise since in May he had said that he 
wants to focus on his job in the world hockey body.  
International Hockey Federation:  
 Formation: 7 January 1924 
 Founded at: Paris, France 
 Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 Membership: 137 national associations 
 CEO: Thierry Weil 
 
Latest ranking of world's top 10 countries for 
expats released 
 
The Expat Insider Rankings for 2022 have been 
released with Mexico securing the top spot and 
Indonesia occupying the second position. Taiwan, 
Portugal, Spain, UAE, Vietnam, Thailand, Australia 
and Singapore are also among the top 10 countries to 
move to Kuwait, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Cyprus 
and Luxembourg made up the bottom five.India has 
been ranked 36 out of the 52 countries on the list, with 
a high affordability score. Sandwiched between Egypt 
(35th) and the UK (37th), India fared highest in 
affordability and the availability of health care. 
However, it was rated as the world’s worst in terms of 
air quality, second-worst in environment and travel 
and transit facilities. New Zealand, which has 
consistently ranked high in human index rankings, has 
been ranked as one of the least-preferred destinations 
by expatriates, according to the Expat Insider 
Rankings for 2022. The Expat Insider survey is 
conducted annually by InterNations, a community for 
expatriates.  
THE BEST AND THE WORST 
 Top 10: Mexico, Indonesia, Taiwan, Portugal, 

Spain, UAE, Vietnam, Thailand, Australia, 
Singapore 

 11 to 20: Estonia, Oman, Kenya, USA, Bahrain, 
Brazil, Russia, Malaysia, Switzerland, Czechia 

 21 to 30: Philippines, Netherlands, Canada, 
Austria, Hungary, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Poland, 
Belgium, Denmark 

 31 to 40: France, Finland, China, Norway, Egypt, 
India, UK, Ireland, Sweden, South Korea 

 41 to 52: Greece, Germany, Malta, Italy, Turkey, 
South Africa, Japan, Luxembourg, Cyprus, Hong 
Kong, New Zealand, Kuwait 
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IIT Madras tops National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (NIRF) Rankings 2022, IISC-
Bengaluru bags second spot 
 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras has emerged 
as the best educational institution while Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru is best university in 
India Rankings-2022 which were released by 
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in New 
Delhi. According to the rankings, IIM, Ahmedabad is 
the best management institute in the country followed 
by IIM, Bangalore, and IIM, Calcutta. AIIMS, New 
Delhi is the best medical college, and Savitha Institute 
of Medical and Technical Sciences in Chennai is the 
best dental college. IIT, Madras is the best 
engineering college followed by IIT, Delhi, and IIT, 
Bombay. Miranda House, Delhi is the best college, 
followed by Hindu College, Delhi, and Presidency 
College, Chennai. Jamia Hamdard in the best 
Pharmacy institute in the country.  
 
Gender gap: These are the world’s most gender-
equal countries 
 
Iceland has once again been named the most gender 
equal country, topping the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Gender Gap Report 2022. The Nordic country 
has closed more than 90% of its gender gap – and tops 
the ranking for the 12th year in a row, out of a total of 
146 economies in the 2022 Global Gender Gap Index.  
Iceland’s near neighbours Finland, Norway and 
Sweden dominate the top five, while only four 
countries in the top 10 are outside Europe: New 
Zealand (4th), Rwanda (6th), Nicaragua (7th) and 
Namibia (8th). The top five are unchanged from last 
year, but Lithuania and Switzerland have dropped out 
of the top 10, with Nicaragua and Germany taking 
their places. Since 2006, the Global Gender Gap Index 
has measured the world’s progress towards gender 
parity across four key dimensions: Economic 
Participation and Opportunity, Educational 
Attainment, Health and Survival, and Political 
Empowerment. India has been ranked 135, behind 
Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), Sri Lanka (110), 
Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126). In 2021, India 
ranked 140 out of a total 156 countries on the index.  
Here's something quirky:  
It will take 132 years to reach gender parity, according 
to the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap 
Report 2022 – with only 68% of the gender gap 

closed. Iceland tops the rankings and is the only 
economy to have closed more than 90% of its gap.  
 
Best cities in the world in 2022 as per Time Out 
 
As per the Time Out 2022 Index, Scotland's capital 
Edinburgh has been named the best city in the world.  
It is followed by Chicago, Medellin, Glasgow, 
Amsterdam, Prague and Marrakech. Meanwhile, 
Mumbai has been ranked 14th, while Delhi has been 
ranked 26th. Edinburgh was raised to number one for 
its rugged beauty, ease of walking and cultural heart. 
The Festival City is a top spot for international 
travellers, with roughly a million tourists arriving 
during August. However, Glasgow and the Clyde 
were hot on the heels of the Scottish Capital.  
Top 10 Cities 2022 
1. Edinburgh 
2. Chicago 
3. Medellín 
4. Glasgow 
5. Amsterdam 
6. Prague 
7. Marrakech 
8. Berlin 
9. Montreal 
10. Copenhagen 
 
Nadhim Zahawi made UK Finance Minister after 
Rishi Sunak resigns 
 
Nadhim Zahawi has been appointed as UK Finance 
Minister after Rishi Sunak resigned from the post. 
Meanwhile, Steve Barclay has been appointed Health 
Secretary after resignation of Sajid Javid, who said he 
had lost confidence in Johnson's ability to govern in 
national interest. The prime minister named another 
loyalist, Michelle Donelan, to take Zahawi's place at 
the education ministry.  
UK:  
 Capital: London 
 Monarch: Elizabeth II 
 Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
 Currency: Pound sterling 
 
Hotels, Restaurants barred from levying service 
charges by default; Government issues guidelines 
 
The Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) 
issued the guidelines for preventing unfair trade 
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practices and the violation of consumer rights with 
regard to levying of service charges in hotels and 
restaurants. The latest guidelines issued by CCAP 
stipulate that the hotels or the restaurants shall not add 
the service charge automatically or by default to the 
food bill. A number of complaints have been 
registered in the National Consumer Helpline by the 
consumers with regard to levying of the service 
charges by the hotels and restaurants.  
Latest guidelines issued by the Government:  
1. The latest guidelines issued by the Central 
Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) stipulate that 
hotels or restaurants shall not add the service charge 
automatically or by default to the food bill.  
2. No collection of service charge shall be done by 
any other name. It added that no hotel or restaurant 
shall force a consumer to pay the service charge and 
shall clearly inform the consumer that the service 
charge is voluntary, optional, and at the consumer’s 
discretion.  
3. No restriction on the entry or the provision of 
services based on the collection of service charges 
shall be imposed on the consumers.  
4. The service charge shall not be collected by adding 
it along with the food bill and levying GST on the 
total amount.  
What consumers can do against service charges? 
If any consumer finds that a hotel or a restaurant is 
levying the service charge in violation to the 
guidelines, a consumer may make a request to the 
concerned hotel or restaurant to remove the service 
charge. The consumer can also lodge a complaint on 
the National Consumer Helpline which works as an 
alternate dispute redressal mechanism at the pre-
litigation level by calling 1915 or through the NCH 
mobile app.  
 
Sudhir Chaudhary resigns as Zee News CEO 
 
Sudhir Chaudhary, the editor-in-chief and CEO of Zee 
News, has resigned from the company. Reportedly, 
Chaudhary has resigned form the post of CEO of 
Cluster 1 at Zee Media Corporation to start his own 
venture. A veteran of Indian TV journalism, Sudhir 
Chaudhary is leaving after working for a decade at 
Zee. However, it was his second stint at the company. 
He had joined Zee News during its initial years, but 
had left in 2003 to join Sahara Samay. He had also 
joined India TV for some time. In 2012 he returned to 
Zee News, where he was hosting his show Daily 
News & Analysis (DNA), one of the highest rated 

show on Hindi news channels. With Chaudhary 
leaving, WION Editor will report directly to the 
Publisher, while the editors of Zee News, Zee 
Business, and Zee 24 Taas will report to the President 
– Group Strategy & Innovation. In the meanwhile Zee 
Media has already started the process for the 
nomination of Abhay Ojha, Chief Business Officer, to 
take over Sudhir Chaudhary’s position.  
Zee News:  
 Owner: Essel Group 
 Launched: 27 August 1999 
 Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 
Mumbai most expensive Indian city while Hong 
Kong tops globally in Mercer’s Cost of Living 
Survey 2022 
 
Hong Kong has been ranked as the world’s most 
expensive city for employees sent abroad to work, as 
per Mercer’s 2022 Cost of Living index. The 2022 
ranking has ranked 227 cities. It is the 28th edition of 
the annual index. Zurich, Geneva, Basel and Bern are 
top five most expensive cities for international 
employees in the Mercer’s Cost of Living Survey 
2022 respectively. Ankara (Turkey) is the cheapest 
places for foreign employees to live as per the report. 
It is ranked at 227th place. Among Indian cities, 
Mumbai is the most expensive city for foreign 
employees. It is ranked at 127th place. Other most 
expensive Indian city in the list are New Delhi (155), 
Chennai (177), Bengaluru (178) and Hyderabad (192).  
Pune (201) and Kolkata (203) are the least expensive 
Indian cities in the ranking.  
Objective of Mercer’s Cost of Living index 
Mercer’s annual cost of living index aims to help 
companies and governments determine pay packages 
for expatriate employees by measuring 
accommodation costs and the price of goods and 
services within local markets against their relative cost 
in New York City.  
 
Mukesh Ambani resigns as Reliance Jio Director, 
Akash Ambani named Chairman 
 
The board of Reliance approved the appointment of 
Akash Ambani as the Chairman of the company's 
board. Mukesh Ambani has resigned as Director 
effective June 27, 2022. Jio named Raminder Singh 
Gujral, K V Chowdary as directors for a period of five 
years commencing from June 27, 2022. Jio also 
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approved appointment of Pankaj Mohan Pawar as 
Managing Director of the company for five years 
commencing from June 27, 2022. Akash Ambani 
takes over at a time when the Indian telecom sector 
will be rolling out 5G network in a few months and is 
looking at increasing the average revenue per user, a 
key metric to suggest sustainability in the industry.  
Reliance Jio:   
Jio, is an Indian telecommunications company and a 
subsidiary of Jio Platforms, headquartered in Navi 
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. It operates a national 
LTE network with coverage across all 22 telecom 
circles. Currently, Jio currently offers 4G and 4G+ 
service, however it is working to offer 5G and 6G as 
well 
 Founded: 2007

Indian Army Organises Suraksha Manthan-2022 

The Desert Corps of the Indian Army organised the 
“Suraksha Manthan 2022”, on aspects of Border & 
Coastal Security at Jodhpur (Rajasthan). During the 
course of the discussions, aspects of interoperability, 
operational cohesion and logistics were ironed out in 
order to enhance overall security along the 
International Boundary (IB) and coastal sectors. A
joint training calendar was also formulated to achieve 
a higher degree of interoperability and jointness 
amongst the security forces. Current security threats 
and challenges, along with joint mitigation response, 
were deliberated upon and such scenarios would now 
form part of the forthcoming exercises. It was further 
decided to create an enabling security environment 

and develop a tangible capability development road 
map to achieve the same.  

Navy's INS Satpura participates in 'Rim of the 
Pacific' exercise 

Indian Navy's frigate INS Satpura and a P8I aircraft 
are participating in this year's 'Rim of the Pacific' 
naval exercise, known as the largest international 
maritime warfare exercise. Navies of 28 countries are 
participating in the exercise, being hosted by the US.  
The sea phase of the exercise commences on July 12 
and will culminate with the closing ceremony on 
August 4. 38 warships, 31 unmanned systems, 170 
aircraft and over 25,000 personnel are participating in 
the multi-dimensional exercise. The P8I will be 
participating in coordinated multinational, 
multiplatform advanced anti-submarine warfare 
operations. The P8I aircraft with its superior maritime 
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities and 
operational readiness has proven to be an important 
asset to the Navy. The Indian Navy was the first 
international customer for the P-8 aircraft, which is 
produced by US aerospace major Boeing. The aircraft 
is also operated by the US Navy, the Royal Australian 
Air Force, the UK's Royal Air Force and the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force.  
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Day Observed/Celebrated As Motto/Importance 

01-Aug Yorkshire Day To mark the anniversary of the Battle of Minden and the 
emancipation of slaves. 

06-Aug Hiroshima Day To mark the anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki by the United States in 1945. 

08-Aug Quit India Movement Day 
To mark the inception of the Quit India Movement that was 
launched at the Bombay session of the All India Congress 
Committee on August 8, 1942. 

09-Aug Nagasaki Day 
To pay tribute to the victims of the people who died when US 
dropped atomic bomb on the Nagasaki city of Japan in 1945 
during World War II. 

09-Aug International Day of the 
World's Indigenous Peoples 

To strengthen the international cooperation for solving problems 
faced by indigenous peoples 

12-Aug International Youth Day Intergenerational Solidarity: Creating a World for All Ages 

13-Aug World Organ Donation Day This day strives to motivate people to donate their healthy and 
precious organs after death to save lives. 

15-Aug Independence Day in India To mark the end of British rule in 1947 and the establishment of a 
free and independent Indian nation. 

19-Aug World Photography Day To mark the purchase of patent of Daguerreotype process by 
French government and make it free to the world as a gift in 1839. 

19-Aug World Humanitarian Day To pay tribute to aid workers who risk their lives in humanitarian 
service 

20-Aug World Mosquito Day This day commemorates Sir Ronald Ross’ 1897 discovery of the 
link between mosquitoes and malaria transmission. 

20-Aug Sadbhavna Diwas To mark the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

20-Aug Indian Akshay Urja Day To mark the importance of renewable energy resources in India 

21-Aug World Senior Citizen Day It's a day to remember and celebrate the older persons and thank 
them for their contributions 

23-Aug 
International Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition 

To mark the proclamation of this day by UNGA at its 29th session 
in 1998. 

26-Aug Women's Equality Day To commemorate the 19th Amendment being adopted in the 1920s 
in the United States. 

29-Aug National Sports Day To commemorate the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major 
Dhyan Chand. 

29-Aug International Day Against 
Nuclear Tests 

To mark the adoption of resolution by UNGA on 2 Dec 2009 in 
order to commemorate the closure of the Semipalatinsk Nuclear 
Test site on 29 August 1991. 

30-Aug Small Industry Day To provide balanced growth to existing small, medium, and large 
scale enterprises to support and promote small industries. 

  

Important Days of the Month 
 

Important Days of the Month
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Books and Authors

Book: Decoding Indian Babudom
Author: Ashwini Shrivastava
About: It highlights India’s administrative 
system and functioning of governance 
from a common man’s point of view. 

Book: Not Just A Nightwatchman: My Innings 
with BCCI
Author: Vinod Rai
About: This book encapsulates author's 33-
month stint at the BCCI, whose stint of 
overseeing the administration ended in 
September 2019 – has made some major 
revelations.

Book: Queen of Fire
Author: Devika Rangachari
About: The book provides a detailed 
account on how Rani Lakshmibai took 
over the kingdom as a widow and 
joined the revolutionaries to rebel 
against the East India Company.

Book: Tomb of Sand
Author: Geetanjali Shree
About: This book is about an eighty-
year-old woman, who slips into a deep 
depression at the death of her husband, 
then resurfaces to gain a new lease on 
life. 

Book: Crunch Time: Narendra Modi’s 
National Security Crises
Author: Sreeram Chaulia
About: The book highlights the much 
needed public faith in the state to protect 
the country from security threats posed 
by India’s external adversaries.

Book: Tiger of Drass: Capt. Anuj Nayyar, 23, 
Kargil Hero
Author: Meena Nayyar & Himmat Singh 
Shekhawat
About: The book features the story of Capt. Anuj 
Nayyar, who martyred during the 1999 Kargil 
War while fighting to secure the Drass sector 
which was critical to India’s victory in Kargil. 

Book: Unfilled Barrels: India’s oil 
story
Author: Richa Mishra
About: The book highlights the key 
role played by Keshav Dev Malaviya, 
who was the petroleum minister in the 
1970s and the emergence of ONGC.

Book: The Maverick Effect
Author: Harish Mehta
About: It tells the untold story of how in 
the 1970s and 80s a ‘band of dreamers’ 
joined hands to create NASSCOM and 
pave the way for the IT revolution in 
India. 

Book: Hear Yourself
Author: Prem Rawat
About: This book is to help people 
understand their own potential. It 
will help them find peace in a noisy 
world.

Book: Wrist Assured: An Autobiography
Autho r :  Gundappa  Rangana tha 
Vishwanath
About: The book traces the cricketing 
journey of Author who played Test 
Cricket for India between 1969 and 1986 
and scoring more than 6000 runs.

Books and Authors
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Iran appoints new IRGC spy chief as Israel 
tensions rise

Iran appointed Mohammad Kazemi, new commander 
to head the powerful intelligence service of its Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) with no reason 
given as to why the previous chief left the job.
Hossein Taeb was replaced by Mohammad Kazemi, 
who previously headed the Intelligence Protection 
Organisation, the counterintelligence arm of the 
IRGC. The 59-year-old Taeb, who was previously a 
senior figure in the Iranian intelligence ministry, 
switched to the IRGC in the late 2000s, and was 
appointed as the head of the paramilitary Basij 
organisation in 2008. One year later, the intelligence 
unit of the IRGC was formed and Taeb took its helm, 
a position he held until his replacement was 
announced.
IRGC
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps is a branch of 
the Iranian Armed Forces, founded after the Iranian 
Revolution on 22 April 1979 by order of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 
Commander-in-Chief: Mohammad Kazemi
Founded: 5 May 1979, Iran
Iran
 Capital: Tehran
 President: Ebrahim Raisi
 Currency: Iranian rial
 Supreme leader: Ali Khamenei

Senior IPS Officer appointed Director General of 
NIA

Dinkar Gupta, the former Punjab DGP was appointed 
as the new Director-General of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA). 

NIA is an anti-terror probe agency that was formed 
after the 26/11 attack in Mumbai. Earlier in May 
2021, Director General of CRPF Kuldeep Singh was 
given an additional charge of the NIA after the 
retirement of Y C Modi. As per the official order 
announcing the new NIA Director General, the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet cleared the 
name of Dinkar Gupta, a 1987-batch IPS officer from 
Punjab, for the top NIA post. Dinkar Gupta will hold 
the post of NIA Chief will March 31, 2024, which is 
the date of his retirement or till further orders, 
whichever comes earlier. Dinkar Gupta held the 
position of the Director General of Punjab Police in 
2019 and served in the post for a period of two years 
and seven months. Dinkar Gupta also held the post of 
Director General of Police, Intelligence, Punjab, 
which involved the direct supervision of the Punjab 
State Intelligence Wing, Organised Crime Control 
Unit (OCCU), and State Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS).
Dinkar Gupta, an experienced and distinguished 
officer, earlier had an eight-year stint on the central 
deputation from June 2004 to July 2012. During this 
time, he held sensitive assignments including as the 
head of the Intelligence Bureau Unit which looked 
after the security of VVIPs.
NIA
 Headquarters: New Delhi
 Founder: Radha Vinod Raju
 Founded: 31 December 2008

India may get its first tribal, second woman 
President as Droupadi Murmu

Droupadi Murmu, an Odisha-based Santhal, as its 
nominee for the highest constitutional position, India 
may ultimately elect its first tribal president. 

Recent AppointmentsRecent Appointments
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After the legislative board of the party endorsed what 
is widely seen as Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
pick for Rashtrapati Bhavan, BJP leader JP Nadda 
announced Murmu’s candidacy. 
More Info: 
If elected, Murmu will become the second woman to 
hold the office of President following UPA supporter 
Pratibha Patil (2007–12). Murmu is the front-runner to 
succeed incumbent Ramnath Kovind, a Dalit from UP, 
in Rashtrapati Bhavan after the July 18 elections, as 
the BJP-led NDA is confident in making up the 
shortfall with the help of regional players like BJD’s 
Naveen Patnaik and YSRCP’s Jagan Mohan Reddy — 
the chief ministers of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh, 
respectively. 
 
 
Edtech company Unacademy appoints Navneet 
Sharma as chief business officer 

 
 
Edtech company Unacademy has appointed Navneet 
Sharma as its chief business officer – new initiatives. 
Joining the Unacademy team he will be charting the 
growth strategy, business plan, and sales development 
frameworks for the new avenues that the Test Prep 
business is exploring, in order to achieve the larger 
vision and goals of the brand. As a part of his new 
mandate, Sharma will be responsible for formulating 
new avenues of growth for the digital and hybrid 
models for the test prep business. Sharma was also 
associated with Airtel as chief executive officer, 
Gujarat. 
 

Unacademy 
 Founded: 2015 
 CEO: Gaurav Munjal 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founders: Roman Saini, Gaurav Munjal, Hemesh 

Singh 
 Subsidiaries: WiFiStudy, Konselect Educare 

Private Limited, etc. 
 
Ruchira Kamboj became Newly-appointed India’s 
Permanent Representative to UN 

 
 
Ruchira Kamboj who is currently the Indian 
Ambassador to Bhutan has been appointed as the next 
Permanent Representative of India to the United 
Nations at New York. Ruchira Kamboj will succeed 
TS Tirumurti and is expected to take up as India’s 
Permanent Representative to UN shortly. Ruchira 
Kamboj was the All India Women’s topper of the 
1987 Civil Services batch and the topper of the 1987 
Foreign Service batch. She had joined the Indian 
Foreign Service in the same year. Kamboj, during her 
career, has been Permanent Representative of India to 
UNESCO in Paris, Indian High Commissioner in 
South Africa and Chief of Protocol in New 
Delhi.Ruchira Kamboj has a past experience at the 
UN in New York. She was earlier posted as the 
Counsellor at India’s Permanent Mission to the United 
Nations in New York from 2002-2005, where she had 
dealt with wide range of political issues. From 2011-
2014, Ruchira Kamboj was India’s Chief Protocol. 
She is the first and only woman diplomat so far in the 
Indian Government to have held this position. 
What is the role of India’s Permanent 
Representative to UN? 
 The Permanent Representative of India to the 

United Nations is India’s foremost diplomat 
representative to the UN.  

 The permanent representative is the head of the 
Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations. 
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 The role of India’s Permanent Representative to 
UN is to represent the country in the global body 
on various issues. 

 
Legendary Australia Cricketer Lisa Sthalekar 
became new FICA President 

 
 

The 42-year-old former Australia captain, Lisa 
Sthalekar was confirmed in the role at the FICA 
Executive Committee meeting held in Nyon, 
Switzerland. She will take up a position that has 
previously been held by former South Africa batter 
Barry Richards, former West Indies all-rounder 
Jimmy Adams, and most recently by former England 
batter Vikram Solanki. The Executive Committee 
meeting was held ahead of the FICA and World 
Players' Association Player Development Conferences 
and was the first in-person meeting of the group since 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Sthalekar represented 
Australia in 187 international matches across the three 
formats and was part of the Australian teams that won 
the ODI World Cups in 2005 and 2013 and T20 
World Cups in 2010 and 2012. She was the first 
woman to score 1000 runs and take 100 wickets in 
ODI cricket. She also played eight Tests and 54 T20 
International matches. In 2021, she became only the 
fourth woman to be inducted into the Australian 
cricket Hall of Fame. 
 
Federation of International Cricketers Association 
(FICA) 
The Federation of International Cricketers’ 
Associations (FICA) is an organisation that co-
ordinates the activities of all the national players’ 
associations that represent professional cricketers.  
 Founded: 1998 
 Members: Australia, Bangladesh, England, 

NewZealand, South Africa, Sri Lanka, West 
Indies 

 Chairman: Tony Irish  
 

 

Gustavo Petro elected Colombia's President 

 
 
Gustavo Petro elected Colombia's President; Francia 
Marquez, to be the country's first black woman Vice 
President. Gustavo Petro is slated to become 
Colombia's President after winning the country's 
Presidential Elections. The former guerrilla won 
against 77-year-old construction magnate Rodolfo 
Hernandez. His running mate Francia Marquez, a 
single mother and former housekeeper, will become 
the country's first black woman Vice President.  
Colombia:  
 Capital: Bogotá 
 Currency: Colombian peso 
 
Government clears the appointment of new chief 
justices in 5 high courts 

 
 
Government has cleared the appointment of new chief 
justices in five high courts. Law and Justice Ministry 
has notified the appointment for Uttarakhand, 
Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Gauhati.  
Justice Vipin Sanghi of the Delhi High Court will be 
appointed as the Chief Justice of the Uttarakhand 
High Court, while Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of Telangana 
High Court to Chief Justice of Telangana High Court. 
Justice Amjad Ahtesham Sayed of the Bombay High 
Court will take over as the Chief Justice of Himachal 
Pradesh High Court and Justice Shinde Sambhaji 
Shiwaji of Bombay High Court has been apointed as 
the Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court. Justice 
Rashmin M Chhaya of the Gujarat High Court has 
been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Gauhati 
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High Court. The Ministry said, Telangana High Court 
Chief Justice Satish Chandra Sharma has been 
appointed to the Delhi High Court. 
 
Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai named PCI chief, 
first woman to head the media watchdog 

 
 
Former Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Prakash 
Desai is believed to have been chosen as the next head 
of the Press Council of India (PCI). Justice Desai 
recently served as the chairman of the Delimitation 
Commission on Jammu and Kashmir, which was 
established to redesign the Union Territory’s assembly 
constituencies. Since Justice Chandramauli Kumar 
Prasad (retd) completed his tenure as PCI chairperson 
and demitted office in November of last year, the 
position has been empty. The appointment of Justice 
Ranjana Prakash Desai as PCI chairwoman was 
accepted by a committee that included Vice President 
M. Venkaiah Naidu, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, 
and PCI member Prakash Dubey. Justice Desai, 72, 
has also served on the Bombay High Court as a judge. 
The selection of Justice Desai as the PCI chief will be 
announced in the near future. A suggestion for the 
recruitment of MPs to the panel is also awaited. 
 
COAI names Reliance Jio's Pramod Mittal as 
Chairperson for 2022-23 

 
 
Industry body Cellular Operators’ Association of 
India (COAI) named Pramod K Mittal, President of 
Reliance Jio Infocomm, as the new Chairperson of the 
association for 2022-23. Mittal was previously the 

Vice-Chairperson of the COAI, whose members 
include Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, and Vodafone Idea 
(VIL). Mittal will replace Ajai Puri as the COAI 
Chairperson. Mittal comes with a rich experience of 
42 years in telecommunications. Prior to joining 
India’s leading telecom operator, the Reliance Jio 
Infocomm President has also served in the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) for over 37 years. P 
Balaji, Chief Regulatory and Corporate Affairs 
Officer of Vodafone Idea (VIL), will be the Vice-
Chairperson of the association for 2022-23. Balaji is 
also the Chairman of Assocham National Digital 
Communications Council, and a Member of the 
National Council of apex industry chambers CII, 
Ficci, Assocham and All India Management 
Association. 
Cellular Operators’ Association of India: 
 Founded: 1995 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Director-General: Dr. S.P. Kochhar 
 
R Subramaniakumar appointed as MD & CEO of 
RBL Bank 

 
 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed R 
Subramaniakumar as the MD & CEO of RBL Bank. 
He has been appointed at RBL for three years from 
the date of taking charge. He is a former managing 
director and chief executive director of state-run 
Indian Overseas Bank. He was appointed the 
administrator of Dewan Housing Finance Co Ltd after 
the mortgage financier’s board was superseded. 
Subramaniakumar’s tenure will begin from the date of 
his taking charge, under Section 35B of the Banking 
Regulation Act 1949. Subramaniakumar’s 
appointment came nearly six months after RBL 
Bank’s long-term MD and CEO Vishwavir Ahuja had 
stepped down In December 2021. Subramaniakumar’s 
appointment as the RBL Bank chief comes in the 
backdrop of the bank reporting a net loss of Rs 74.74 
crore in FY2022, as against a profit of Rs 50.77 crore 
in FY2021. The RBL bank had also reportedly come 
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under regulatory lens, with the RBI, in December 
2021, appointing its chief general manager Yogesh K 
Dayal as an additional director of the private lender 
for two years. 
RBL Bank: 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: August 1943 
 
Indian diplomat Amandeep Singh Gill appointed 
as UN Chief's envoy on technology 

 
 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
appointed senior Indian diplomat Amandeep Singh 
Gill as his envoy on technology to coordinate 
programmes for international digital cooperation. 
Amandeep Singh Gill has a solid understanding of 
how to leverage the digital transformation responsibly 
and inclusively for progress on the Sustainable 
Development Goals. He has been India's permanent 
representative to the Conference on Disarmament in 
Geneva from 2016-to 2018. He is now the chief 
executive officer of the International Digital Health 
and Artificial Intelligence Research Collaborative (I-
DAIR) project at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies in Geneva. 
Gill joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1992 and 
served in various capacities in disarmament and 
strategic technologies and international security 
affairs, with postings in Tehran and Colombo. He was 
also a visiting scholar at Stanford University. Gill 
holds a Ph.D in Nuclear Learning in Multilateral 
Forums from King's College, London, a Bachelor of 
Technology in Electronics and Electrical 
Communications from Panjab University in 
Chandigarh and an Advanced Diploma in French 
History and Language from Geneva University. 
Who is UN Chief's envoy? 
The Envoy will work with the member states and the 
Executive Office of the Secretary General to convene 
a regular gathering of Ministers Responsible for 
technology. 

IMF's Georgieva names Krishna Srinivasan to 
head Asia-Pacific dept 

 
 
International Monetary Fund, Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva has announced the appointment 
of Indian national Krishna Srinivasan as director of 
the Asia and Pacific Department (APD) from June 22.  
Srinivasan will succeed Changyong Rhee whose 
retirement from the Fund was announced on March 
23. Mr. Srinivasan has more than 27 years of Fund 
experience, starting in 1994 in the Economist 
Program. He is currently a Deputy Director in APD 
where he oversees the department’s surveillance work 
on a number of large and systemically important 
countries such as China and Korea, and smaller states 
in the Pacific such as Fiji and Vanuatu. Prior to 
joining the Fund, Mr. Srinivasan was an Assistant 
Professor of Economics and International Finance at 
Indiana-Purdue University and a consultant at the 
World Bank in DC and the Center for Policy Research 
and Planning Commission in New Delhi. 
IMF: 
 Formation: 27 December 1945 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
 Member Countries: 190 
 MD: Kristalina Georgieva 
 
Music maestro AR Rahman named ambassador of 
Indo-UK culture platform 

 
 
Music Maestro, AR Rahman has been appointed as 
ambassador of The Season of Culture, which marks 
the 75th anniversary of India’s independence. It was 
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officially launched, by Britain’s Deputy High 
Commissioner to India Jan Thomson and Director 
(India) of the British Council Barbara Wickham. The 
Season of Culture aims to strengthen India-UK 
collaboration in the areas of arts, English and 
education. Over 1,400 artists will showcase their 
collaborations to millions of audiences across India, 
Britain, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, 
through a wide array of arts such as theatre, dance, 
visual arts, literature, music, architecture, design, 
fashion, tech-art and new media art. The ‘Season of 
Culture’ intends to build on the British Council’s 
work in India and strengthen partnerships between 
India and the UK in the arts, English, and education. 
People in both nations will get the opportunity to see 
unique and exciting creative work by UK and Indian 
artists. 
British Council: 
 Director: Barbara Wickham 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, Delhi 
 
International Aluminium Institute appoints Satish 
Pai as new Chairman 

 
 
International Aluminium Institute (IAI) announced the 
appointment of Satish Pai as its new Chairman.  He is 
the Managing Director of Hindalco Industries, one of 
the world’s largest integrated producers of aluminium. 
Earlier serving as Vice Chairman, he succeeds Ben 
Kahrs, Chief Innovation Officer, Alcoa Corporation. 
An engineer by education and profession, Satish 
earlier worked with Schlumberger, based out of Paris, 
where he was responsible for Schlumberger’s 
operations globally. The IAI’s purpose is to promote 
the sustainable development of the aluminium 
industry and to increase demand for aluminium 
products by raising awareness of their unique and 
valuable properties. Satish was the driving force 
behind Hindalco’s transformation from an upstream 
company to a fully integrated aluminium player with 
products that input into future-critical industries such 

as EV mobility and low carbon transportation. IAI 
members are engaged in the production of bauxite, 
alumina, aluminium, the recycling of aluminium, or 
the fabrication of aluminium in all major producing 
regions. 
 
Meta appoints Guy Rosen as its chief information 
security officer 

 
 
Meta has appointed Guy Rosen as its first Chief 
Information Security Officer (CISO).  Guy Rosen, 
who has been at Facebook since 2013 and most 
recently led the company's product safety and integrity 
efforts and in his new role he will continue to oversee 
and look across the breadth of safety & security risks 
the people who use our services, our company and 
industry face. This is the first CISO Facebook has had.  
Note: Facebook was renamed Meta Platforms in 
October 2021 but it kept the name "Facebook" for its 
social media app. 
Meta:  
 Founded: February 2004 
 CEO: Mark Zuckerberg  
 Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United 

States 
 President: Nick Clegg 
 
Sachin Tendulkar to continue as UNICEF’s 
Goodwill Ambassador for 20th year 

 
 
Sachin Tendulkar will continue as United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) ‘Goodwill Ambassador’ 
for a record 20th year, working for the welfare of 
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underprivileged children. The iconic cricketer has 
been associated with UNICEF for a long for various 
causes. In his almost two-decade-long partnership 
with UNICEF, he has been vital in furthering the 
campaigns, especially the ones aimed at providing a 
better future for underprivileged children. 
Background: 
In 2003, he was chosen to take lead in the initiative to 
create awareness and promote polio prevention in 
India. Later in 2008, he was roped in to create and 
promote hygiene and sanitation among communities 
and has been continuing to do so over the years. In 
2013, he was appointed UNICEF Ambassador for 
South Asia to advocate good hygiene and sanitation 
across the region.  In 2019, he went on a three-day trip 
to Nepal to raise awareness for UNICEF Nepal’s ‘Bat 
for Brain Development’ campaign. Important 
takeaways for all competitive exams:  
UNICEF: 
 Headquarters: New York, New York, United 

States 
 Head: Catherine M. Russell 
 President: Tore Hattrem 
 Founded: 11 December 1946 
 
Ex-SBI Executive Natarajan Sundar Appointed 
NARCL MD & CEO 
 

 
 
Natarajan Sundar has been nominated Managing 
Director(MD) and Chief Executive Officer(CEO) of 
the National Assets Reconstruction Company Ltd 
(NARCL), the government-backed bad bank. He has 
been appointed to replace the incumbent chief 
executive officer Mr. Padmakumar M Nair. 
Key Information: 
 Earlier in May 2022, Natarajan Sundar retired as 

Deputy Managing Director and Chief Credit 
Officer of State Bank of India (SBI). 

 NARCL had appointed Karnam Sekar as an 
independent director and non-executive chairman 

of the board. He is a former MD and CEO of 
Indian Overseas Bank and Dena Bank  

 Malvika Sinha, retired executive director of RBI, 
also joined as an independent director. 

National Assets Reconstruction Company Ltd 
(NARCL): 
NARCL has been incorporated under the Companies 
Act and has applied to the Reserve Bank of India for a 
license as an Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC). 
NARCL has shareholding from 15 Indian banks, and 
Canara Bank is the sponsor bank of this ARC. 
NARCL has been set up by banks to aggregate and 
consolidates stressed assets for their subsequent 
resolution. NARCL board has five nominee directors 
from shareholder banks and independent directors. 
Together with India Debt Resolution Company Ltd 
(IDRCL), they are presently engaged in completing 
the financial and legal due diligence of identified 
accounts for takeover from lenders and are expected 
to make binding financial offers for a few accounts. 
 
Rajesh Gera appointed DG at National Informatics 
Centre 

 
 
Rajesh Gera took over as the Director-General of the 
National Informatics Centre (NIC). He was earlier 
serving as the Deputy Director-General in NIC. He 
has been associated with NIC for more than 31 years. 
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
approved his appointment to the post of Director-
General, NIC.  Rajesh Gera has previously headed 
several prominent divisions in the NIC including the 
satellite network division, video conferencing 
division, and aadhaar authentication division. 
National Informatics Centre: 
The National Informatics Centre (NIC) is a 
government organization under the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). It 
was established in 1976 by the late N Shesagiri under 
the Electronics Commission of India. It was later 
moved under the planning commission of India and 
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then it came under the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.The centre was established 
with the key objective of providing technology-driven 
solutions to central and state governments. The centre 
provides IT Consultancy, infrastructure, and IT 
Services not limited to the design, architecting, 
development and implementation of IT Systems to 
central and state governments. It enables the delivery 
of government services to Citizens and pioneers the 
initiatives of Digital India. 
 
Centre Appoints S L Thaosen as Director General 
of Sashastra Seema Bal 

 
 
Senior IPS officer S L Thaosen has been appointed as 
the new Director-General of the Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB). An order was issued by the Centre that S L 
Thaosen, a 1988-batch Indian Police Service officer, 
has been appointed to the post of Director-General of 
the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB). “S L Thaosen has 
been appointed as the DG, SSB “up to 30.11.2023 i.e. 
date of his superannuation or till further orders, 
whichever is earlier,” Thaosen, a Madhya Pradesh-
cadre IPS officer, has been serving as the Special 
Director General of the Border Security Force (BSF). 
The post of SSB chief has been lying vacant after 
incumbent DG Kumar Rajesh Chandra retired on 
December 31 last year. Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) DG Sanjay Arora has been holding the 
additional charge of the Sashastra Seema Bal DG 
since then. The Sashastra Seema Bal force guards the 
country’s borders with Nepal (1,751 km) and Bhutan 
(699 km). 
SSB: 
 Founded: 1963 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 

Senior IPS Zulfiqar Hasan Becomes the New DG 
of BCAS 
 
IPS officer Zulfiqar Hasan has been appointed as 
Director General (DG) in the Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security (BCAS).  

Presently, Hasan is serving as Special Director 
General, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in 
Delhi. The post of the Director-General, BCAS has 
been vacant since January 4 after incumbent Nasir 
Kamal opted for voluntary retirement. Bureau of Civil 
Aviation Security Joint DG Jaideep Prasad has been 
holding the charge of the Director-General in an 
additional capacity. The Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security functions under the Union civil aviation 
ministry and is tasked with framing security-related 
protocols for aviation operations. The official order 
stated that Zulfiqar Hasan has been appointed “for a 
tenure up to his superannuation on 31.10.2024” 
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security: 
The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security is an attached 
office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation. It is the 
regulatory authority for civil aviation security in India. 
It is headed by an officer of the rank of Director 
general of Police and is designated as Director 
General of Bureau of Civil Aviation Security.  
 Founded: January 1978, India 
 
Justice Mohanty gets additional charge of Lokpal 
chairperson 

 
 
President Ram Nath Kovind has given justice Pradip 
Kumar Mohanty the additional charge of Lokpal 
chairperson after justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose 
completed his term as the Lokpal chief. At present, 
there are six members in the Lokpal. President Ram 
Nath Kovind had on March 23, 2019, administered the 
oath of office to justice Ghose as the Lokpal 
chairperson.  
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Details: 
Two posts of judicial members have been lying vacant 
for over two years. The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 
which envisages the appointment of a Lokpal at the 
Centre and Lokayuktas in states to look into cases of 
corruption against certain categories of public 
servants, was passed in 2013. A Lokpal chief and 
members are appointed for a term of five years or 
until attaining the age of 70 years. A Lokpal chief and 
its members are appointed by the President after 
obtaining the recommendations of a selection 
committee headed by the Prime Minister and 
comprising the speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Leader 
of Opposition in the lower house, the Chief Justice of 
India or a judge of the Supreme Court nominated by 
him, and an eminent jurist as recommended by the 
chairperson and members of the selection panel. 
 
Marcos Jr proclaimed next President of 
Philippines by Congress 

 
 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr, son of the former dictator, was 
proclaimed the next President of the Philippines by 
Congress. Sara Duterte, daughter of the outgoing 
President Rodrigo Duterte, was declared as the Vice 
President. Marcos Jr had won the presidential election 
by a huge margin, bagging double the number of votes 
his rival secured. 
 
Philippines: 
 President: Rodrigo Duterte  
 Capital: Manila 
 Currency: Philippine peso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health Secretary appointed as chairperson of 
Committee B at 75th World Health Assembly 
 

Union Health Secretary, Rajesh Bhushan has been 
appointed as the chairperson of the Committee B at 
the 75th World Health Assembly (WHA). Committee 
B primarily discusses administrative and financial 
matters of the World Health Organization (WHO). 
Each year, the World Health Assembly has a long and 
complex list of health challenges and responses to 
review and the Assembly functions through two 
committees — A and B. 
Committee A: 
Committee A meets to debate technical and health 
matters. It has listed critical issues to discuss during 
the 75th WHA including pandemic preparedness and 
response, amendment in International Health 
Regulations 2005, WHO work in a health emergency, 
Global Strategy for HIV, TB, Viral hepatitis and 
eradication of polio, Immunisation agenda 2030, 
Infection prevention and control and human resources 
for health etc. 
Committee B: 
Committee B will discuss and prepare a report on 
many important issues which includes health 
conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory 
including East Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian 
Golan, the budget for WHO for the year 2022-23, 
prevention of sexual exploitation, WHO reforms 
Global strategy and plan of action on public health, 
innovation and intellectual property, audit report of 
WHO, Global strategy and plan of action on public 
health, innovation and intellectual property and 
intergovernmental organizations issues. 
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India’s largest gold reserves to be explored in 
Jamui 
 
A survey by the Geological Survey of India has stated 
that a gold reserve of around 222.88 million tonnes 
including 27.6 tonnes of mineral-rich ore are present 
in the Jamui district of Bihar. The Nitish Kumar 
government in Bihar has now decided to give 
permission for the exploration of what is being called 
as India’s largest gold reserve. The State Mines and 
Geology Department is in consultation with agencies 
engaged in the exploration, including GSI and the 
National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC), 
for the exploration of gold reserves in Jamui. The top 
official added that the consultation process had started 
after analysing the survey findings which indicated the 
presence of gold in areas such as Karmatia, Jhajha and 
Sono in the Jamui district. The Bihar government is 
likely to sign a memorandum of understanding with a 
central agency or agencies for G3 (preliminary) stage 
exploration within a month’s time, adding that in 
certain areas G2 (general) exploration can also be 
carried out. 
Bihar: 
 Capital: Patna 
 Governor: Phagu Chauhan 
 Chief Minister: Nitish Kumar 
 
Himachal Pradesh becomes the first Indian state to 
approve a policy for drones 
 
The Himachal Pradesh government gave nod to a 
drone policy as it seeks to enable the use of drones 
and similar technology for different public services in 
the hill state. The ‘Himachal Pradesh Drone Policy 
2022’ was approved by the chief minister Jai Ram 
Thakur. The policy envisions creating a holistic drone 
ecosystem built upon the foundation of Governance 
and Reforms Using Drones (GARUD). With this new 
drone policy, Himachal Pradesh has become the first 
state in the country to formally acknowledge the 
public use of drones. 
Details: 
Himachal’s drone policy mainly focuses on creating 
drone-enabled technology, creation of manpower 
through the establishment of training schools, startup 
and innovation schemes, and more. The policy aims to 

propagate the use of drone-enabled technology in 
different sectors such as defence, transport, health, 
agriculture and more. Delivery of medicines, medical 
equipment, and other essential supplies will also 
commence with the help of drones in pandemic-
affected and remote areas. Important takeaways for all 
competitive exams: 
 
Himachal Pradesh: 
 Capital: Shimla (Summer), Dharamshala (Winter) 
 Governor: Rajendra Arlekar 
 Chief Minister: Jai Ram Thakur 
 
Jammu & Kashmir to host G20 meetings in 2023 
 
In a significant development, Jammu and Kashmir 
will be hosting the 2023 meetings of G-20, an 
influential grouping that brings together the world’s 
major economies, with the Union Territory 
government setting up a five-member high level 
committee for overall coordination. This will be the 
first major international summit to be held in Jammu 
and Kashmir after the erstwhile state’s special status 
guaranteed under Article 370 of the Constitution was 
withdrawn and it was divided into two union 
territories in August 2019. In September last year, 
Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
was appointed as India’s Sherpa for the G20. India 
will hold the G20 presidency from December 1, 2022, 
and will convene the G20 leaders’ summit in 2023 for 
the first time. G20 brings together 19 of the world’ 
leading economies and the European Union, with its 
members accounting for more than 80 per cent of 
global GDP, 75 percent of global trade and 60 percent 
of the global population. The G20 member nations are 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Germany, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South 
Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. 
 
J&K 
 Union territory: 31 October 2019 
 Districts: 20 
 Lt. Governors & Administrators: Manoj Sinha 
 Capital: Srinagar (Summer) Jammu (Winter) 
  

National News National News
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New Surrogacy Rules: Couples Must Buy 3-Year 
Health Insurance for Surrogate Mothers 
 
Couples who intend to take the surrogacy route to 
become parents will have to buy a general health 
insurance coverage in favour of a surrogate mother for 
a period of 36 months, according to the Surrogacy 
(Regulation) Rules issued recently. The insurance 
amount should be sufficient enough to cover expenses 
for all complications arising out of the pregnancy and 
also postpartum delivery complications. According to 
the rules notified by the Union health ministry on June 
21, the number of attempts of any surrogacy 
procedure on the surrogate mother should not be more 
than three times. The surrogate mother may be 
allowed for abortion during the process of surrogacy 
in accordance with the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 1971. A woman may opt for 
surrogacy if she has no uterus or missing uterus or 
abnormal uterus or if the uterus is surgically removed 
due to any medical conditions such as gynaecological 
cancer. One can opt out also in cases of multiple 
pregnancy losses resulting from an unexplained 
medical reason, or any illness that makes it impossible 
for a woman to carry a pregnancy to viability or 
pregnancy that is life threatening, among others. Note: 
The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021 came into force 
on January 25 this year. 
 
Tamil Nadu pips West Bengal to become the 
largest State in terms of outstanding microfinance 
loan portfolio 
 
Tamil Nadu has displaced West Bengal to emerge as 
the largest State in terms of the outstanding portfolio 
of microfinance loans. According to MFIN 
Micrometer Q4 FY21-22, a quarterly report published 
by Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN), the 
gross loan portfolio (GLP) of Tamil Nadu as of March 
31, 2022 stood at ₹36,806 crore. It was followed by 
Bihar (₹35,941 crore) and West Bengal (₹34,016 
crore). At the end of Q3FY22, West Bengal topped 
the chart with the highest outstanding portfolio of 
loans at ₹32,880 crore, followed by Tamil Nadu 
(₹32,359 crore). The Top 10 States (based on total 
microcredit universe) constitute 82.4 per cent of total 
GLP of the industry. West Bengal was followed by 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. According 
to the report, around 64 per cent of the microfinance 
portfolio is concentrated in the East, Northeast, and 
Southern regions. 

Tamil Nadu: 
 Capital: Chennai 
 Chief Minister: MK Stalin 
 Governor: RN Ravi 
 
One Nation, One Ration Card scheme becomes 
operational in entire country with its 
implementation in Assam 
 
Assam has become the 36th State to implement One 
Nation One Ration Card scheme. With this, One 
Nation One Ration Card scheme is successfully 
implemented in all the 36 states and Union Territories 
making food security portable throughout the country. 
This scheme is aimed at enabling migrant workers and 
their family members to seamlessly lift their entitled 
subsidized foodgrains from any Fair Price Shop of 
their choice anywhere in the country. One Nation One 
Ration Card scheme has significantly contributed in 
ensuring subsidized foodgrains to beneficiaries 
especially migrant beneficiaries during the Covid 
pandemic. Within a short-span of time, it covered 80 
crore beneficiaries. Since its inception in August 
2019, 71 crore portable transactions have taken place 
under this scheme, delivering foodgrains equivalent to 
40 thousand crore rupees as a food subsidy. To make 
this scheme more seamless and swift, MERA 
RATION mobile application was rolled out. This 
mobile app is providing a host of useful real time 
information to the beneficiaries and is available in 13 
languages. 
Assam:  
 Capital: Dispur 
 Governor: Jagdish Mukhi 
 Chief Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma  
 
PM Modi launches special stamp to mark 200th 
anniversary of Mumbai Samachar 
 
PM Narendra Modi released a special postal stamp 
commemorating the 200 years of the Mumbai 
Samachar newspaper. The event will be held at the Jio 
World Centre in Mumbai's Bandra Kurla Complex. 
There will also be an exhibition where visitors will be 
able to see a newspaper printing machine from the 
18th century. PM Modi will also release a book and 
video film on the 200-year journey of Mumbai 
Samachar. Bombay Samachar (as it was called then) 
started as a weekly in 1822 to primarily inform the 
readers ship movements and commodities, and 
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gradually evolved into a true city newspaper with a 
focus on trade that it is today. 
Mumbai Samachar:  
The Bombay Samachar, now Mumbai Samachar, is 
the oldest continuously published newspaper in India. 
Established in 1822 by Fardunjee Marzban, it is 
published in Gujarati and English 
 Owner: Cama family 
 Founder: Fardunjee Marzban 
 Editor: Nilesh M Dave 
 Founded: 1822 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
 
Delhi govt in partnership with UNDP set up 
oxygen generation plant  
 
To supplement oxygen supply capacities, the Delhi 
Government, in collaboration with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) India, has built an 
oxygen producing facility at G. B. Pant Hospital in 
New Delhi. Kanni Wignaraja, UN Assistant Secretary 
General and UNDP Regional Director for Asia and 
the Pacific, inaugrated the oxygen plant in the 
presence of G. B. Pant Hospital Medical Director Dr. 
Anil Agarwal. Ms. Wignaraja also paid a visit to the 
COVID-19 Vaccination Centre at Lok Nayak Jai 
Prakash Narayan Hospital before to the opening. She 
talked with the personnel and observed Co-operations, 
WIN’s which support one of India’s largest 
vaccination programmes. The oxygen plant produces 
1,000 litres of oxygen per minute using pressure 
swing adsorption (PSA) technology. It will serve 750 
hospital beds, including ventilator-assisted beds and 
the Intensive Care Unit. The hospital is a multi-
specialty tertiary care facility that receives referrals 
from all around the country. 
UNDP:  
The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) is a UN agency entrusted with assisting 
countries in eradicating poverty and achieving long-
term economic and human development. It is the 
largest UN development aid agency, with operations 
in 170 countries and headquarters in New York City. 
 
Mumbai airport becomes 1st in India to use wind 
energy for consumption needs 
 
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 
Airport has become the first in India to explore 
utilisation of wind energy for consumption purposes.  

Under the pilot project, a vertical axis wind turbine 
(VAWT) unit and solar hybrid (solar mill) have been 
installed at the airport. According to an official, the 
technology is expected to generate minimum energy 
of 36 kWh per day. This technology is a vital step in 
deploying a solution at the airport that is renewable, 
clean, green, environment-friendly, bird-friendly, and 
a silent solution with a 25-year design life. This 
sustainable initiative undertaken by the airport aims in 
reducing dependence on conventional electricity 
which propels its journey towards ‘net zero’ 
emissions. The hybrid project will be launched in 
collaboration with WindStream Energy Technologies 
India Pvt Ltd. WindStream Energy Technologies India 
Pvt Ltd has developed this first-of-its-kind, fully 
integrated, hybrid renewable energy product which 
harnesses solar and wind energy, combined, to 
generate electricity. 
 
Cabinet approves development of new Dholera 
greenfield airport in Gujarat 
 
Union Cabinet approved development of new Dholera 
greenfield airport in Gujarat. The Airport is planned 
for operationalization from 2025-26. This airport will 
be connected through multi-model connectivity like 
railways and highways. Over one thousand 305 crore 
rupees will be spent on first phase and it will be 
completed within 48 months. The initial passenger 
traffic is estimated at three lakh passengers per 
annum. Mr Thakur said, the passenger traffic is 
expected to grow upto 23 lakh in 20 years. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has directed to recruit ten 
lakh people in government jobs in mission mode in 
next 18 months. 
Gujarat:  
 Capital: Gandhinagar 
 Governor: Acharya Devvrat 
 Chief minister: Bhupendrabhai Patel 
 
Govt launched Pradhan Mantri Aadi Adarsh 
Gram Yojana for faster development of tribal 
villages 
 
Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Arjun Munda has 
said that the government has started a scheme, " 
Pradhan Mantri Aadi Adarsh Gram Yojana" for faster 
development of tribal villages. The focus of the 
scheme is on converging different programs of 41 
ministries in the tribal villages to ensure their all 
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round development. The aim of the govt is to take the 
villages into a saturation mode. The program is to turn 
the focus on such remote and backward villages of the 
country which are lagging behind due to lack of 
attention. Efforts are also being made to ensure the 
geo-tagging of and market linkages for the tribal 
products through TRIFED.  
 
Indian Railways launches Railway Innovation 
Policy 
 
Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw launched 
Railway Innovation Policy “StartUps for Railways” in 
Rail Bhavan, New Delhi. Under the policy, a grant of 
up to Rs. 1.5 Crore will be provided to innovators on 
equal sharing basis with milestone-wise payment 
provision. The Railway Innovation policy will provide 
start ups with a good opportunity to connect with the 
Indian Railways. Under the phase 1 of the 
programme, 11 problem statements involving rail 
fracture and headway reduction will be taken up out of 
over 100 problem statements received from different 
divisions and field offices of Railways. These problem 
statements will be presented before the start ups to 
find innovative solutions. 
Railway Innovation Policy: 5 Important Features  
1. Grant up to Rs. 1.5 Crore to innovator on equal 
sharing basis with provision of milestone-wise 
payment. 
2. The entire process, starting from floating of 
problem statement to development of prototype, will 
be online with defined time line to make it transparent 
and objective. 
3. The trials of prototypes will be done in Railways. 
Railways will provide enhanced funding to scale up 
deployment on successful performance of prototypes. 
4. The selection of innovators will be done in a 
transparent and fair manner through online portal 
inaugurated by the Railway Minister. 
5. The innovator will hold the Developed Intellectual 
property rights (IPR). 
 
Government approves establishment of State 
Investigation Agency in J&K 
 
The Jammu and Kashmir administration has given its 
approval to the establishment of the State 
Investigation Agency in the Union Territory. SIA in 
J&K will be a nodal agency that will coordinate with 
the central probe agencies. The Administrative 

Council (AC) which met under the Chairmanship of 
LG Manoj Sinha, approved the proposal of the Home 
Department for creating new posts under different 
categories for the establishment of SIA in Jammu and 
Kashmir.  
State Investigation Agency in J&K 
The State Investigation Agency (SIA) will be the 
Nodal Agency for coordinating with the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) and other central 
agencies, with the mandate to take such measures as 
may be necessary for speedy and effective 
investigation and prosecution of terrorism-related 
cases. 
 
Sitharaman inaugurates GST museum installed in 
400-yr-old building in Goa 
 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated 
'Dharohar', the National Museum of Customs and 
GST in Goa. The two-storey ‘Blue building’, which 
was earlier known as Alfandega, during the period of 
Portuguese rule in Goa, has been standing on the 
banks of the Mandovi River in Panaji for more than 
400 years. Dharohar is one of its kind museums in the 
country that showcases not only the artifacts seized by 
Indian Customs but also depicts various aspects of 
work performed by the Customs Department.  
‘Dharohar’ has eight galleries — Introductory gallery, 
History of Taxation Gallery, Guardians of our 
economic frontiers gallery, Guardians of our Art & 
Heritage, Guardians of Flora & Fauna, Custodians of 
our social well being, Journey of Indirect taxes –Salt 
Tax to GST and the GST gallery. GST Gallery is a 
brand new addition to the Dharohar Museum. A first-
of-its-kind initiative in the country, this GST Gallery 
takes one through the long and arduous journey of 
GST spanning two decades. 
 
Govt launches Rashtriya Puruskar Portal for 
inviting nominations for various awards to ensure 
transparency and public partnership 
 
The Union Government has launched the Rashtriya 
Puruskar Portal for inviting nominations for various 
awards of the various Ministries, Departments and 
agencies to ensure transparency and public 
partnership. This common portal has been developed 
by the government to bring together all the awards 
under one digital platform.  The Portal aims to 
facilitate citizens to nominate individuals and 
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organizations for various awards instituted by the 
Government of India. Presently nominations and 
recommendations for Padma Awards are open till the 
15th of September this year for Sardar Patel National 
Unity Awards, nominations will be open till the 31st 
of next month. Nomination for Tenzing Norgay 
National Adventure Award will remain open till the 
16th of this month and nomination for Jeevan Raksha 
Padak series of Awards will be open till 30th of 
September this year. The individual can be nominated 
for Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Telecom Skill Exc  
ellence Award till 16th of this month. Individuals and 
organisations can visit www.awards.gov.in for further 
details. 
 
Blue Duke Declared State Butterfly of Sikkim  
 
Chief Minister P.S. Golay, during the World 
Environment Day celebrations, declared Blue Duke as 
the State Butterfly of Sikkim. Blue Duke, a native 
butterfly species of Sikkim, edged past another 
contender Krishna Peacock to be announced as the 
State Butterfly of Sikkim. The Blue Duke represents 
Sikkim with its two unique colours blue representing 
the sky and white depicting the snow clad mountains 
of the Himalayas, it is befitting to Sikkim and its 
unique identity. Blue Duke is found at an altitude 
below 1,500 metres in the Himalayas and is 
commonly found in places like Pakyong, Passingdong 
and Hee-Gyathang in Dzongu, Lingee in South 
Sikkim and Yangsum in West Sikkim and closer to 
the State capital in places like Tadong and Ranka. 
Nosang found the species in 2012, around the area of 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari Degree College at Tadong, 
Gangtok. Since then he has approached both the 
previous and the current State government to 
recognise the butterfly species as the State butterfly. 
Blue Duke which is also called Bassarona durga durga 
is unique to Sikkim and Eastern Himalayas, first 
discovered in the State in 1858. Blue Duke falls in the 
Schedule 2 of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and is a 
highly protected species of butterfly in the Himalayas. 
Important takeaways for all competitive exams: 
 
Sikkim: 
 Capital: Gangtok 
 Governor: Ganga Prasad 
 Chief minister: PS Golay 
 
 

Centre amends defence forces rules for 
appointment of next CDS 
 
The Union Defence Ministry has issued a gazette 
notification to amend regulations of 3 defence forces 
related to appointment of Chief of Defence Staff. The 
notification states that the government may now 
consider officers who are serving as Lt Gen equivalent 
or General equivalent for appointment of CDS. The 
officers who have retired in the rank of Lt Gen or Gen 
but have not attained the age of 62 years on the date of 
appointment can also be considered for CDS 
appointment. The CDS position has been lying vacant 
since the passing of India's first-ever Chief of Staff, 
General Bipin Rawat in the tragic IAF helicopter 
crash in Tamil Nadu on December 8, 2022.  
Previously 
As per earlier CDS Appointment guidelines, a four-
star general from any of the three services was eligible 
to be appointed as the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). 
The CDS appointment was done on the basis of merit-
cum-seniority of the military officer.  
India' first Chief of Defence Staff 
General Bipin Rawat had taken charge as India’s first 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) on January 1, 2020. The 
office of CDS was one of the biggest military reforms 
in India, leading to better coordination between the 
defence forces and the government. Late General 
Bipin Rawat also served as the principal military 
advisor to the Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh  
He had assumed the CDS post after retiring as Army 
Chief on December 31, 2019. 
 
Union Minister Mansukh Mandaviya inaugurates 
Food Laboratory of FSSAI at Raxaul in Bihar 
 
Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare and 
Chemicals and Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya 
inaugurated the National Food Laboratory of FSSAI at 
Raxaul in Bihar. This laboratory has been established 
under the Indo-Nepal bilateral agreement to reduce the 
time in the testing of imported food samples brought 
into Raxaul from Nepal. Earlier, all the imported 
samples having legal sanctity were being sent to 
National Food Laboratory at Kolkata, for testing. The 
laboratory is likely to get accreditation from National 
Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration 
Laboratories (NABL) by July-August this year and 
will start the analysis of the import samples under the 
product categories of Cereal and Cereal products, Fat 
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and Oil, Spices and Condiments, Fruits and vegetable 
products and Packaged drinking. 
FSSAI: 
 Formed: 5 September 2008 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Chairperson: Rajesh Bhusan 
 Chief Executive Officer: Arun Singhal, IAS 
 Parent agency: Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare, Government of India  
 
North India's first Industrial Biotech Park 
inaugurated at Kathua in J&K 
 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha and Union minister Jitendra Singh 
inaugurated the north India’s first Industrial Biotech 
Park constructed at Ghatti near Kathua. The Industrial 
Biotech Park at Kathua will transform the economy 
and enable scientists to tackle the challenges of 
climate change. The enabling infrastructure will fuel a 
new wave of innovation and impact various sectors, 
from health and agriculture to cosmetics and 
materials. 
Industrial Biotech Park: 
With new biotech capabilities and innovation, J&K, 
bestowed with more than 3500 medicinal plant 
species, will be able to harness market advantages in 
the most effective way and help the farmers to 
generate more income, asserted the Lt Governor. The 
new Industrial Development Scheme has enabled J&K 
to fetch investment of more than Rs 38,800 crore as of 
date, which also includes proposals of 338 industrial 
units associated with the biotech sector in some way 
or the other. The Biotech Park would act as the hub 
for the incubation of new ideas and will act as a robust 
platform to support the agri-entrepreneurs, startups, 
progressive farmers, scientists, scholars and students 
not only from Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh but 
also from nearby states of Punjab, Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh. 
 
Uttarakhand forms panel to implement Uniform 
Civil Code 
 
Uttarakhand government has announced the formation 
of a 5-member drafting committee to implement the 
much-debated Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in the state.  
The retired Supreme Court judge Ranjana Desai, who 
currently heads the Delimitation Commission of India 
is the Head of the committee. Other members of the 

committee are: Delhi High Court judge Pramod Kohli, 
ex-state chief secretaries Shatrughan Singh, Manu 
Gaud and Surekha Dangwal. The Governor has given 
his permission to establish an expert committee to 
check all the relevant laws which control personal 
matters for people living in Uttarakhand and to 
prepare a report on amendments in the present laws 
Uniform Civil Code:  
The UCC is referred to a common set of laws 
governing personal matters such as marriage, divorce, 
adoption, inheritance and succession for all citizens, 
irrespective of religion. The UCC will be an important 
step to solidify the spirit of the Constitution. This will 
also be an effective step toward Article 44 of the 
Constitution which talks securing a UCC for every 
citizen of the country. The apex court, too, from time 
to time has emphasised on its implementation. 
Uttarakhand: 
 Chief Minister: Pushkar Singh Dhami 
 Capitals: Dehradun (Winter), Gairsain (Summer) 
 Governor:  Lt Gen Gurmit Singh 
 
Kolkata becomes first metro city to get its 
biodiversity register 
 
Kolkata is the first metro city in the country to prepare 
a detailed register of biodiversity. Kolkata Municipal 
Corporation released the People’s Biodiversity 
Register (PBR), a document with details the floral and 
faunal varieties in the city as well as its land use and 
human activities. The document is prepared by the 
biodiversity management committee (BMC) of the 
civic body under the supervision of the state 
biodiversity board and with help from NGOs. 
Chandigarh and Indore are other important cities that 
have prepared the document. 
 
Key points: 
 The 520-page biodiversity register of Kolkata, a 

copy of which is with The Telegraph, has 
documented 138 species of trees, 26 types of 
Chinese vegetables, 33 species of medicinal plants 
and 100 other plant species. 

 The report also documented around 290 animal 
species, including 70 species of butterflies, 47 
varieties of fish, 84 varieties of birds and 22 
varieties of mammals, based on the data sourced 
from 144 wards in the city. 

 The report covers hotspots such as the East 
Kolkata Wetlands and Rabindra Sarobar. 
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Mongolia’s Khuvsgul Lake National Park added to 
UNESCO reserve list 
 
Khuvsgul Lake National Park of Mongolia has been 
added to the World Network of Biosphere Reserves of 
UNESCO, announced the Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism recently. The decision of adding 
Khuvsgal Lake National Park to the UNESCO World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves was made during the 
34th session of the International Co-ordinating 
Council of the Man and Biosphere Programme taking 
place in Paris, France. The primary aim of the Man 
and Biosphere Programme is to establish a scientific 
relationship between the people and their 
environments. Khuvsgul Lake National Park is located 
in the Northern Mongolian Province of Khuvsgul near 
the Russian border. Khuvsgul Lake in Mongolia holds 
nearly 70 per cent of the country’s freshwater or 0.4 
percent of the world’s total. Khuvsgul Lake is 1,645 
metres above the sea level, 136 km long and 262 
metres deep. 
UNESCO 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialised 
agency of the United Nations (UN) aimed at 
promoting world peace and security through 
international cooperation in education, arts, sciences 
and culture. 
 Formation: 16 November 1945 
 Headquarters: Paris, France 
 Director-General: Audrey Azoulay 
 Parent organization: United Nations Economic 

and Social Council 
 
UNICEF and WHO launch the first Global Report 
on Assistive Technology 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have 
released the first Global Report on Assistive 
Technology (GReAT). The paper, which was created 
in conjunction with UNICEF’s Office of Research – 
Innocenti, includes 10 important actionable 
suggestions for enhancing access to assistive 
technology for all children, as well as evidence-based 
best practise examples.  

Details: 
Through a network of academic institutions, 
researchers, policymakers, donors, and practitioners, 
UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti is at the 
forefront of the establishment of a Global Research 
Agenda and Platform for Children to amplify the 
voice of children and youth with disabilities. With the 
help of UNICEF‘s Office of Research – Innocenti, 
UNICEF and WHO created a series of 11 free-access 
background papers to accompany the Report. Around 
the world, 2.5 billion people require assistive 
technology. According to the estimate, by 2050, the 
population will have grown to 3.5 billion people. The 
gaps between low- and middle-income countries and 
high-income countries in terms of access to assistive 
technology are disturbing. Access to assistive 
technology for individuals who need it is as low as 3% 
in some low- and middle-income nations, whereas it is 
significantly higher in high-income countries, with up 
to 90% of people receiving the assistive devices and 
services they require. The worldwide impact of the 
WHO-UNICEF Global Report on Assistive 
Technology in this scenario will be unprecedented. 
Enabling settings and Assistive Technology are 
recognised in the Global Report as prerequisites for 
people in need to realise their human rights. 
 
Sri Lanka revises Minimum Age for Migrant 
Domestic Workers 
 
In Sri Lanka, the government has amended the 
minimum age limit for women leaving for foreign 
employment as domestic aides to 21 years of age. The 
decision was announced at the weekly Cabinet 
meeting. However, the minimum age limit for Saudi 
Arab has been set at 25 years, and 23 years for the 
other countries in the Middle East. The minimum age 
limit announced as 21 for the rest of the Middle East 
countries other than Saudi Arabia. On other hand, a 
team from the International Monetary Fund is in Sri 
Lanka for crucial bailout negotiations with the crisis-
ridden country that is left with virtually no foreign 
exchange to import food, fuel and medicines. The 
talks began as schools and government offices shut 
down for two weeks and switched to working online 
to conserve fast depleting fuel supplies. The nine-

International Events 
 

International Events
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member team has met Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe and will be in the country for 10 
days. 
Sri Lanka: 
 Capitals: Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
 President: Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
 Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 Prime minister: Ranil Wickremesinghe 
 
Japan to attend NATO summit for first time 
 
Japanese Prime Minister, Fumio Kishida will attend 
this month’s NATO summit in Madrid, becoming the 
country’s first leader to join a top meeting of the 
transatlantic alliance. The June 28-30 gathering is 
seen as a crunch moment for the 30 North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization allies, four months into Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. Japan, a key U.S. ally and not a 
NATO member, has delivered defensive supplies to 
Ukraine and imposed tough sanctions on Russia in 
tandem with the other Group of Seven countries.  
Sweden and Finland, which have applied to join 
NATO, are sending delegations to the summit, and 
South Korea’s new President Yoon Suk-yeol will also 
be the first leader from his country to attend. 
NATO: 
 Formation: 4 April 1949 
 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 
 Secretary General: Jens Stoltenberg 
 Total Member: 30 
 Last member of NATO: North Macedonia 
 
Pakistan to remain on FATF 'grey list' subject to 
on-site verification 
 
Global terror financing watchdog Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) said Pakistan will not be removed 
from its 'grey list' immediately. The statement said 
while Pakistan has substantially completed its two 
action plans, it warrants on-site visit to verify whether 
implementation of the reforms has begun and is being 
sustained. The on-site inspection would be done 
before October. 
Details:  
The Paris-based watchdog had included Pakistan in its 
"Grey List" -- a list of countries that have strategic 
deficiencies in their regimes to counter money 
laundering, terror financing and proliferation 
financing, but which have formally committed to 
working with the task force to make changes under 

increased monitoring -- in 2018. Inclusion in the 
"Grey List" implies "strategic deficiencies" detected in 
a jurisdiction's policies to prevent money laundering 
and terror financing, according to an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) working paper. This makes it 
difficult for a country to get financial aid from world 
bodies such as the IMF. Not as severe as black-listing, 
inclusion in the "Grey List" shows that a country is 
working to remove the deficiencies that have been 
flagged. Only North Korea and Iran are black-listed. 
 
4th BRICS Summit to be held in Beijing on June 
23 
 
Chinese President Xi Jinping will host the 14th 
BRICS Summit in Beijing on 23rd of June. The 
summit will be held in virtual format under the theme 
of 'Foster High-quality BRICS Partnership, Usher in a 
New Era for Global Development'. China is the chair 
of the 14th BRICS Summit happening this year which 
assumes importance as this will be the first BRICS 
Summit after Russia-Ukraine war began and Russia is 
currently under severe economic sanction by the west 
led by the US. President Xi Jinping will also host the 
High-level Dialogue on Global Development in 
Beijing on 24th of June. The Dialogue will be held in 
virtual format under the theme of 'Foster a Global 
Development Partnership for the New Era to Jointly 
Implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development'. China and Russia have also expressed 
their willingness to discuss the expansion of BRICS 
group which at present comprises Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa. 
BRICS 
 Founded: 16 June 2009 
 2022 host: China (Xi Jinping) 
 Founders: Russia, China, Brazil, United Nations 

General Assembly 
 
US to launch West Asia Quad with India, Israel 
and UAE during Biden's visit 
 
The US has said it will launch a new four-nation 
dialogue with India, Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates. It will be called I2U2 -- for India and Israel 
whose names begin with the letter 'I' and the US and 
the UAE that begin with the letter 'U' -- and will be 
focussed on West Asia. It will be launched during 
Biden's visit to Israel, his first leg of his maiden trip as 
President to West Asia from July 13 to 16. He will 
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also visit West Bank, home to the Palestinian 
authority, and Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, where he will 
meet around a dozen regional leaders. It is focused on 
expanding economic and political cooperation in the 
Middle East and Asia, including through trade, 
combating climate change, energy cooperation, and 
coordination on other vital shared interests. Since 
coming into office in January 2021, Biden has 
launched several multilateral dialogues and initiatives 
such as a three-nation group with Australia and the 
United Kingdom called AUKUS and a Quadrilateral 
dialogue with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan; 
and deepened and strengthened existing platforms 
such as the Quad with India, Australia and Japan and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. The American 
President will wrap up his West Asia tour in Jeddah, 
where he is also expected to attend the summit of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council plus Egypt, Iraq 
and Jordan (known as the GCC+3). He is expected to 
hold bilateral meetings with his counterparts. 
 
Gandhi-King Scholarly Exchange Initiative: US to 
bring together 20 emerging civic leaders from 
India and US 
 
The United States Department of State launched 
Gandhi-King Scholarly Exchange Initiative. The two 
great luminaries Mahatma Gandhi and Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr. were known as the patrons of civil 
rights and social justice. Gandhi-King Scholarly 
Exchange Initiative announced by the Department of 
State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
aims at bringing together 20 emerging young civic 
leaders from India and the United States. As per the 
US State Department, the exchange was championed 
by the late honorable John Lewis. 
 
Queen Elizabeth II Becomes World's Second-
Longest Reigning Monarch 
 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II overtook Thailand’s King 
to become the world’s second-longest reigning 
monarch in history, after France’s Louis XIV. The UK 
has been celebrating the 96-year-old Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee to mark 70 years of service to the 
nation with grand events. After four days of royal 
parades, street parties, pageantry and other events held 
across the UK and the Commonwealth to mark the 
Platinum Jubilee milestone. Crowned in 1953, Queen 
Elizabeth II became the longest-serving British 

monarch in September 2015, surpassing her great-
great grandmother Queen Victoria. Now she has 
overtaken Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej, who 
reigned for 70 years and 126 days between 1927 and 
2016, to set another record. Louis XIV of France 
remains the longest-reigning monarch, with a 72-year 
and 110-day reign from 1643 until 1715. 
 
United Kingdom:  
 Capital: London 
 Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
 Currency: Pound sterling 
 
Malaysia abolishes mandatory death penalty 
 
Malaysia has agreed to abolish the mandatory death 
penalty and has also agreed on a substitute sentence 
that will be imposed at the discretion of the courts. 
The step is significant for Southeast Asia where 
crimes punishable by death include drug trafficking, 
murder, kidnapping, terrorism, and possession of 
firearms. Malaysian Government decided to abolish 
the mandatory death penalty after the presentation of a 
report on the study of alternative sentences for the 
mandatory death penalty during the cabinet meeting 
on June 8, 2022. In May 2022, Zambia had also 
announced its plan to abolish the death penalty. The 
decision was welcomed by UN Human Rights, saying 
that Zambia's plans to abolish the death penalty added 
to the growing global chorus against the practice. 
Background 
Capital Punishment in Malaysia is a legal penalty, 
although there is a moratorium on executions. There 
are 33 Capital Crimes, including drug trafficking, 
murder, acts of terrorism, treason, and since 2003, 
rape resulting in death. The executions are carried out 
by hanging. The idea behind capital punishment in 
Malaysia arose from a mix of the common law system 
that Malaysia inherited during at their time of British 
colonization, as British Malaya, and the authorization 
of capital punishment in Islam. 
Why death penalty should be abolished? 
As per the Human Rights Group, the death penalty 
breaches human rights, in particular the right to life 
and the right to live free from torture, cruel, inhuman, 
or degrading treatment or punishment. Both the rights 
are protected under the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations in 
1948. 
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UNGA adopts India-sponsored resolution on 
multilingualism, mentions Hindi language for first 
time 
 
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has 
adopted an India-sponsored resolution on 
multilingualism that mentions the Hindi language for 
the first time. The resolution passed urges the United 
Nations to continue spreading vital communications 
and messages in both official and non-official 
languages, including Hindi. For the first time, the 
Hindi language is mentioned in the resolution besides 
Bangla and Urdu for the first time in the resolution. 
Since 2018, India has provided an extra-budgetary 
contribution to the UN Department of Global 
Communications (DGC) to mainstream and 
consolidate news and multimedia content in the Hindi 
language. As part of these efforts, 'Hindi @ UN' 
project was launched in 2018 with an objective to 
enhance the public outreach of the United Nations in 
the Hindi language and to spread greater awareness 
global issues among millions of Hindi-speaking 
populations around the world. The six official 
languages of the United Nations are Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, Russian, and Spanish, with English 
and French serving as working languages for the UN 
Secretariat. 
UN 
 Founded: 24 October 1945 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 Secretary general: António Guterres 
 Subsidiaries: United Nations Security Council, etc 
 
Five new countries elected to UN Security Council 
 
The UN General Assembly elected Ecuador, Japan, 
Malta, Mozambique and Switzerland as non-
permanent members of the Security Council. It will be 
Mozambique and Switzerland’s first time serving on 
the council, Japan’s 12th time, Ecuador’s third and 
Malta’s second. The results of the secret ballot vote in 
the 193-member General Assembly were Ecuador 
190, Japan 184, Malta 185, Mozambique 192, and 
Switzerland 187. Non-permanent members are elected 
for a two-year term, with the newly-elected members' 
terms set to begin in January 2023. The United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) is composed of 15 
members, five permanent and 10 non-permanent. 
UNGA 
 President: Abdulla Shahid 

 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 
Thailand 1st Asian country to legalise marijuana 
consumption; smoking still banned 
 
Thailand legalised the growing of marijuana and its 
consumption in food and drinks, the first Asian 
country to do so. However, smoking pot is still against 
the law. Harsh penalties, up to three months 
imprisonment and an $800 fine for smoking cannabis 
in public, will remain in place under the Public Health 
Act. Thailand, which has a tradition of using cannabis 
to relieve pain and fatigue, legalised medicinal 
marijuana in 2018. Cafes and restaurants can also 
serve cannabis-infused food and drinks, but the 
products should only contain less than 0.2 per cent 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the plant's main 
psychoactive compound. 
Thailand:  
 Capital: Bangkok 
 Currency: Thai baht 
 Prime Minister: Prayut Chan-o-cha 
 
Top 10 economies for FDIs as per UN 
 
India is among the top 10 economies for FDI inflows 
in 2021, ranking 7th after the US, China, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Canada and Brazil, according to United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development's 
latest World Investment Report. South Africa, Russia 
and Mexico rounded up the top 10 economies for FDI 
inflows in 2021. Despite a fall, India remains among 
the top 10 economies of the world that receives 
Foreign Direct Investment. FDI inflows have declined 
by USD 19 billion to USD 45 billion in 2021. Flows 
to India declined to USD 45 billion. However, a flurry 
of new international project finance deals were 
announced in the country: 108 projects, compared 
with 20 projects on average for the last 10 years,” the 
report said, adding that the largest number of 23 
projects was in renewables. Large projects include the 
construction of a steel and cement plant in India for 
USD 13.5 billion by Arcelormittal Nippon Steel 
(Japan) and the construction of a new car 
manufacturing facility by Suzuki Motor (Japan) for 
USD 2.4 billion. Outward FDI from South Asia, 
mainly from India, rose by 43 per cent to USD 16 
billion. The report noted that the war in Ukraine will 
have far-reaching consequences for international 
investment in economic development and the 
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in all 
countries. It comes as a fragile world economy was 
just beginning an uneven recovery from the effects of 
the pandemic.

US overtakes China as India's largest trading 
partner with $119.42 billion in FY22

The United States overtook China to become India’s 
top trading partner in 2021-22, reflecting strong 
economic ties between the two countries. According 
to commerce ministry data, in 2021-22, bilateral trade 
between the US and India stood at US$ 119.42 billion 
as against US$ 80.51 billion in 2020-21. Exports to 
the US increased to US$ 76.11 billion in 2021-22
from US$ 51.62 billion in the previous fiscal, while 
imports rose to US$ 43.31 billion as compared to 
around US$ 29 billion in 2020-21. During 2021-22,
India’s two-way commerce with China aggregated at 
$115.42 billion as compared to $86.4 billion in 2020-
21, the data showed. Exports to China marginally 
increased to $21.25 billion last fiscal year from $21.18 
billion in 2020-21, while imports jumped to $94.16 
billion from $65.21 billion in 2020-21. The trade gap 
rose to $72.91 billion in 2021-22 from $44 billion in 
the previous fiscal year.

India’s Top Trading Partners 2021-22:
In 2021-22, the UAE is India’s third-largest trading 
partner with USD 72.9 billion. It is followed by Saudi 
Arabia (USD 42.85 billion) as 4th, Iraq (USD 34.33 
billion) as 5th, & Singapore (USD 30 billion) as its 
6th largest trading partner.

US-based Joby Aviation gets 1st FAA approval for 
commercial air taxi service

US-based electric aviation company Joby Aviation 
has received its first certification from the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) that allows it to begin 
its air taxi operations commercially with an aircraft. 
However, Joby Aviation still needs two more 
certifications before it can legally fly passengers. The 
company has aimed to launch its air taxi service by 
2024.
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA): 
 Formed: August 23, 1958
 Preceding agency: Civil Aeronautics 

Administration
 Jurisdiction: U.S. federal government
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., U.S.
 Administrator (Acting): Billy Nolen
 Parent agency: U.S. Department of Transportation
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Non-banks cannot load credit lines into prepaid 
payment instruments: RBI 
 
In a move that could impact a number of fintech 
players, the RBI has asked non-bank prepaid payment 
instruments (PPIs) issuers to not load their PPI 
instruments through credit lines. Such practice, if 
followed, should be stopped immediately. Any non-
compliance in this regard may attract penal action 
under provisions contained in the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 2007”. PPIs are instruments 
that facilitate purchase of goods and services, conduct 
of financial services, enable remittance facilities, etc., 
against the value stored therein. This circular by the 
RBI is likely to impact those fintech players who offer 
credit lines to customers via their wallets in 
association with non-banking finance players. It may 
also affect fintechs who are issuing prepaid cards in 
association with a banking partner or a non-banking 
partner. The main purpose of a PPI license is to act as 
a payment instrument and not as a credit instrument 
and we believe many fintechs were using it as a 
channel to load credit. Many customers were also 
unknowingly taking a line of credit through their 
wallets at the point of check-out. PPIs are permitted to 
be loaded/ reloaded by cash, debit to a bank account, 
credit and debit cards, PPIs, and other payment 
instruments issued by regulated entities in India. 
However, the guidelines do not permit credit lines to 
top up these instruments. 
 
HSBC India will lend $250 million to Indian 
startups 
 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
Limited, India (HSBC India) has announced USD 250 
million in lending support for high-growth, 
technology-led start-ups in India, which has the 
world’s third-largest start-up ecosystem. HSBC will 
administer the lending via its commercial banking 
division. It has also not mentioned any specific 
timeframe for disbursal of the amount. HSBC stated 
that the lending will be done to high-growth, tech-led 
startups in the third largest startup ecosystem in the 
world. HSBC has prepared a credit model and 
offerings to suit the specific requirements of a wide 

spectrum of startups and new-age entities, ranging 
from growth stage to unicorns. 
HSBC India: 
 Founded: 1853 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 CEO: Hitendra Dave 
 
India’s UPI, Rupay cards to be accepted in France 
 
The National Payments Corporation of India 
International, signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Lyra Network of France. 
As per the signed MoU, Indians will soon be able to 
pay with their UPI or RuPay Cards in France which 
will prove to be beneficial for the Indian students or 
the travelers. UPI is already an internationally 
accepted mode of payment as it is already used in 
UAE, Singapore and Bhutan and after France, the next 
focus of NPCI International is Nepal. The move will 
also boost RuPay, which recently received a shot after 
the country’s central bank had announced that RuPay 
credit cards will soon be linked to the UPI network, 
allowing the users to make payments with their RuPay 
credit card by using UPI apps. The launch of UPI 
RuPay in France has also come only two months after 
NPCI International had announced a partnership with 
NeoPay, a payments subsidiary of UAE’s Mashreq 
Bank, allowing the Indians in the UAE to make 
payments using UPI on the company’s terminals 
across the country. 
 
US announces $122 million for 3 Indian health 
research institutions 
 
The United States has announced a funding of USD 
122 million to top three Indian medical research 
institutions to prevent avoidable epidemics, early 
detection of disease threats, and rapid and effective 
response. The total funding of USD 122,475,000 will, 
over a period of five years, be distributed to the three 
top Indian health research institutions -- Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National 
Institute of Virology (NIV) and National Institute of 
Epidemiology (NIE). The fund will accelerate the 
progress towards an India which is safe and secure 
from infectious disease threats through ICMR 
institutions' focus on emerging and re-emerging 

Banking & Economy 
 

Banking & Economy
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pathogens. ICMR is the apex governing body for 
numerous national level institutes which are centres 
for excellence and reference in specific scientific area 
for India, namely National Institute of Virology, 
National Institute of Epidemiology, and several 
others. These institutions are mandated by the 
Ministry of Health of Family Health and Welfare 
(MoHFW) to provide an oversight for laboratory 
confirmation of priority pathogens in India in a tiered 
manner as well as collate and analyze surveillance 
data for public health actions and work closely with 
the state governments where these institutes are 
located. 
US Health and Human Services 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
 Founder: Dwight D. Eisenhower 
 Founded: 11 April 1953 
 Secratary: Xavier Becerra 
 
WTO approves package of trade agreements 
 
The World Trade Organization's 164 members 
approved a series of trade agreements that included 
commitments on fish and pledges on health and food 
security. The package included the two highest profile 
deals under consideration - on fisheries and on a 
partial waiver of intellectual property (IP) rights for 
COVID-19 vaccines. The accord to curb fishing 
subsidies is only the second multilateral agreement 
setting new global trading rules struck in the WTO's 
27-year history and is far more ambitious than the 
first, which was designed to cut red tape. The fishing 
subsidies deal has the potential to reverse collapsing 
fish stocks. The deal on a partial IP waiver to allow 
developing countries to produce and export COVID-
19 vaccines has divided the WTO for nearly two 
years, but finally passed. It has also drawn the fiercest 
criticism from campaign groups that say it barely 
expands on an existing exemption in WTO rules and 
is too narrow by not covering therapeutics and 
diagnostics. One agreement had also been reached on 
maintaining a moratorium on e-commerce tariffs, 
which is considered vital to allow the free flow of data 
worldwide. 
WTO 
 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
 Founded: 1 January 1995 
 Director-General: Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
 Membership: 164 members  
 Official languages: English, French, Spanish 

RBI lifts restrictions on Mastercard 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lifted the restrictions 
imposed on Mastercard. The Central bank had 
announced restrictions on Mastercard in 2021 for 
failing to comply with the local data storage norms. 
Under RBI Mastercard restrictions, the US-based 
payment gateway was barred from onboarding the 
new customers until it complies with the Storage of 
Payment System Data norms. Earlier in 2019, the 
Reserve Bank of India had come up with the storage 
payments system data and had mandated that for all 
the banks and service providers to store all the data 
relating to the payment systems in India. 
RBI Mastercard Restrictions: Not the first time 
The Reserve Bank of India’s action against 
Mastercard was not the first time that such restrictions 
had been imposed. In April 2022, the Central Bank 
had also imposed similar restrictions on the global 
card networking giants American Express Banking 
Corp and Diners Club International Ltd. 
RBI 
 Headquarters: Mumbai (Bombay), Maharashtra, 

India 
 Founded: 1 April 1935 
 Governor: Shaktikanta Das 
 
Google announces startup accelerator program for 
women founders 
 
Google announced a startup accelerator program for 
women founders. The program will help them address 
challenges such as fundraising and hiring. Google for 
Startups Accelerator India – Women Founders will 
run from Jul-2022 to Sep-2022. The program is part of 
a larger effort by Google towards improving the 
representation of women across different sections of 
India’s digitally-trained workforce — be it 
entrepreneurship, professionals looking to upskill or 
young graduates seeking a headstart on their career. 
The inaugural batch of the ‘Google for Startups 
Accelerator – India Women Founders’ will accept up 
to 20 women-founded / co-founded startups in the 
country, and support them through a three-month 
program. The program will place special focus on 
areas like access to networks, capital, hiring 
challenges, mentorship, and other areas which, for a 
variety of social reasons and low representation, prove 
challenging for female founders. The selected Startups 
will receive mentorship and support around AI/ML, 
Cloud, UX, Android, Web, Product Strategy and 
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Growth. In addition to mentorship and technical 
project support, the accelerator includes deep dives 
and workshops focused on product design, customer 
acquisition, and founders’ leadership development. 
 
Google: 
 CEO: Sundar Pichai 
 Founded: 4 September 1998 
 Headquarters: Mountain View, California, United 

States 
 
Defence Ministry's tech development fund cap 
raised five-fold to Rs 50 cr 
 
The limit of funding of innovative defence projects 
under the Technology Development Fund (TDF) has 
been raised to Rs 50 crore per project, from the 
present limit of Rs 10 crore. The TDF scheme, 
executed by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), supports indigenous 
development of components, products, systems and 
technologies by micro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), and start-ups. To facilitate increased 
funding for innovative TDF products, the Union 
Budget for 2022-23 has reserved 25 per cent of the 
defence R&D budget for private industry, start-ups 
and academia. There are four schemes under which 
small defence firms can approach the MoD for 
funding innovative projects: iDEX (Innovation for 
Defence Excellence); iDEX Prime; the TDF and Make 
II and Make III projects, the modalities of which are 
explained in the Defence Acquisition Policy of 2021 
(DAP-2021). The TDF aims at developing products 
for the military, but also for other strategic industries 
such as the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO). As with iDEX products, an order to the prime 
developer benefits all the MSMEs that function in its 
supply chain. In the decade between 2009-2019, the 
TDF was allocated Rs 544 crore. In four of those 
years, the allocation was zero. iDEX is a smaller 
scheme, run by the military, which seeks innovative 
solutions for specified functional challenges that are 
encountered on the ground. It has a limit of Rs 1.5 
crore. The government has provided iDEX with 
budgetary support of Rs 498 crore for the five years 
from 2021-2026, with the objective of providing 
financial support to nearly 300 start-
ups/MSMEs/individual innovators. 
 
 

OECD Slashes India Growth Forecast to 6.9% In 
FY23 
 
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) has forecast India’s GDP 
growth at 6.9 per cent for FY23. This is 120 basis 
points lower than the 8.1 per cent projection made in 
December. The lowest by a major bank or institution, 
saying the country had been adversely affected by 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. This is below the 
Reserve Bank of India’s estimate of a 7.2% rise. 
India’s Gross domestic product (GDP) grew 8.7% in 
2021-22, making it the fastest-growing major 
economy in the world.  After recording the strongest 
GDP rebound in the G20 in 2021, the Indian economy 
is progressively losing momentum as inflationary 
expectations remain elevated due to rising global 
energy and food prices, monetary policy normalises 
and global conditions deteriorate. 
 
RBI raises limit for recurring payment e-mandate 
to ₹15,000 
 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raised the limit for e-
mandates for recurring payments such as 
subscriptions, fees and EMIs from ₹5,000 to ₹15,000.  
This will further leverage the benefits available under 
the framework and augment customer convenience. 
RBI also raised the repo rate by 50 basis points. Under 
the current framework, the processing of e-mandate 
based recurring payments on cards requires an 
additional factor of authentication (AFA) during 
registration, sending a pre-debit notification. 
Subsequent recurring transactions to be executed 
without additional factor of authentication for benefit 
of convenience.  
What is e-Mandate for Recurring Transactions? 
An e-mandate refers to the act of a debit or credit 
cardholder giving a standing instruction to the 
merchant platform like a website or mobile 
application to deduct a certain amount of money for 
recurring transactions. This includes subscriptions on 
OTT platforms, gas bill payments, electricity bill 
payments, etc. Through an e-mandate, the cardholder 
gives the consent to merchant platforms to debit their 
credit or debit card for recurring payment requests that 
merchants may send. This is subject to the limit and 
validity specified by the cardholder. With the RBI’s 
new rule, e-mandate limit has been hiked from Rs 
5,000 earlier to Rs 15,000 per transaction. According 
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to RBI rules, card issuers or the banks have to send a 
notification to the cardholder at least 24 hours in 
advance for automated debits. 
 
India's FY23 economic growth forecast cut to 7.5% 
by World Bank 
 
The World Bank cut India's FY23 economic growth 
forecast to 7.5% from 8% estimated earlier in April. It 
cut the forecast due to "headwinds from rising 
inflation, supply chain disruptions, and geopolitical 
tensions offsetting buoyancy in the recovery of 
services consumption from the pandemic". This is the 
second time that the World Bank has revised its GDP 
growth forecast for India in the current fiscal 2022-23 
(April 2022 to March 2023). In April, it had trimmed 
the forecast from 8.7 per cent to 8 per cent and now it 
is projected at 7.5 per cent. Earlier Moody's Investors 
Service trimmed the GDP projection to 8.8 per cent 
for the calendar year 2022 from 9.1 per cent earlier, 
citing high inflation. S&P Global Ratings too had cut 
India's growth projection for 2022-23 to 7.3 per cent, 
from 7.8 per cent. Fitch had cut India's growth 
forecast to 8.5 per cent, from 10.3 per cent, while IMF 
has lowered the projection to 8.2 per cent from 9 per 
cent. Asian Development Bank (ADB) has pegged 
India's growth at 7.5 per cent, while RBI in April cut 
the forecast to 7.2 per cent from 7.8 per cent amid 
volatile crude oil prices. 
World Bank 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
 President: David Malpass 
 Founders: John Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter 

White 
 
NABARD Chairman launches My Pad My Right 
programme in Leh 
 
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD), Chairman Dr GR Chintala has launched 
“My Pad My Right programme”, in Leh. The 
programme launched by Nabard’s NabFoundation 
with machinery and materials of a cost of Seven and 
half Lakh rupees. Dr GR Chintala announced to 
sanction One more lakh to upgrade the machinery to 
make sanitary pads suitable to the demands of women 
of different age groups. These efforts are on for 
economic empowerment of rural women through 
menstrual hygiene. This will help women to 
participate in country’s economic development. Under 

this unique project, award winning sanitary pad 
making machines will be installed through the 
network of self help groups. 
NABARD: 
 Formation: July 12, 1982 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Chairman: Govinda Rajulu Chintala 
 
Reserve Bank of India penalises Punjab & Sind 
Bank over non-compliance 
 
The Reserve Bank has imposed a penalty of Rs 27.5 
lakh on Punjab & Sind Bank for non-compliance with 
certain directions issued by it on 'external benchmark-
based lending'. A statutory examination of Punjab & 
Sind Bank revealed non-compliance with the 
directions, inter-alia, to the extent the bank linked 
certain floating rate retail loans and floating rate loans 
to micro and small enterprises, extended by it after 
October 1, 2019, to MCLR instead of an external 
benchmark, RBI said. The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), however, added that the penalty is based on the 
deficiencies in regulatory compliance and is not 
intended to pronounce upon the validity of any 
transaction or agreement entered into by the bank with 
its customers. 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founder: Vir Singh 
 Founded: 24 June 1908 
 MD & CEO: Shri Swarup Kumar Saha 
 Executive Directors: Shri Kollegal V 

Raghavendra, Dr. Ramjass Yadav 
 
Kiya.ai launches Kiyaverse, India’s first banking 
metaverse 
 
Can you imagine visiting your bank branch without 
leaving your home? No? Well, metaverse may make it 
happen soon. Not just discussing investment plans 
with an advisor, you may even be able to transact, 
access banking information and avail various banking 
products from the comfort of your home virtually, in 
the metaverse! Kiya.ai, a digital solutions provider to 
financial institutions and governments, announced the 
launch of India’s first-ever banking metaverse named 
Kiyaverse in Mumbai. Kiyaverse hopes to merge use 
cases of real-world banking with metaverse banking 
through an avatar (virtual humanoid) based 
interactions.  
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How will customers use Kiyaverse? 
Kiyaverse will enable customers to use their 
personalized avatars on digital banking units, mobiles, 
laptops, VR headsets and mixed reality environments.  
The platform will bring banking services from the real 
world to the virtual world and vice-a versa, interacting 
with a relationship manager’s avatar creation and 
customisation, AI-based digital customer interaction, 
portfolio analysis, wealth management, co-lending, 
and corporate banking. Kiyaverse provides 3-
dimensional analysis of data for Banks including 
CMO Insights, Product Performance, Risk Analysis 
and Channel Analytics. 
 
BOB Financial & HPCL Launch Co-Branded 
Contactless RuPay Credit Card 
 
In collaboration with the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI), BOB Financial 
Solutions Limited (BFSL), a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of Bank of Baroda (BoB), and Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (HPCL), a Central Public Sector 
Enterprise, have been launched the HPCL BoB co-
branded contactless RuPay Credit Card. 
Key Points: 
 The card has several advantages, including 

rewards for utility, grocery, and department store 
purchases.  

 Through the JCB network, an international 
payment brand based in Japan, this card can be 
used at shops and ATMs worldwide. 

 Customers will be rewarded for spending at 
HPCL fuel pumps as well as on the HP Pay app 
using this card. 

BOB Financial Solutions Limited (BFSL): 
BFSL is a Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) 
fully owned by the Bank of Baroda (BoB). 
 MD & CEO– Shailendra Singh 
 Establishment – 1994 
 Headquarters – Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 

Postal Department and India Post Payments Bank 
(IPPB) AAROHAN 4.0 started in Shimla 
 
Two days meeting of senior functionaries of the Postal 
Department and India Post payments Bank (IPPB), 
AAROHAN 4.0 started in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh.  
The agenda of the meeting is to discuss and deliberate 
ways to further deepen the Financial Inclusion drive in 
the country and to provide banking solutions to every 
citizen of India. Postal Department along with IPPB is 
working on the vision of the Prime Minister’s Digital 
India initiative to promote digital payments and bring 
digital banking services to every nook and corner of 
the country in a customer-friendly manner. IPPB 
leverages upon the world’s largest postal network of 
the Department of Posts to offer interoperable banking 
services at the doorstep benefiting senior citizens, 
farmers, migrant labourers and women amongst 
others. The meeting was inaugurated by Shri. Alok 
Sharma, Director General Postal Services in presence 
of Shri J Venkatramu, MD & CEO of IPPB, Chief 
PMG of 23 Postal Circles and other senior 
functionaries of the Department and IPPB. 
Discussions were held today to further strengthen the 
synergy between the post office and IPPB operations. 
 
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB): 
The bank has been established under the Department 
of Posts, Ministry of Communication with 100% 
equity owned by the Government of India. IPPB was 
launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi on September 1, 2018. The bank has 
been set up with the vision to build the most 
accessible, affordable and trusted bank for the 
common man in India. 
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Pine Labs acquires fintech startup Setu for over 
$70 million 
 
IPO-bound merchant commerce platform Pine Labs 
has acquired fintech infrastructure company Setu for 
$70-75 million. Setu's co-founders will retain the 
brand identity and 90-100 workforce while continuing 
to lead the company. Setu offers Application 
Programme Interface (APIs) across four categories for 
software applications to interact with each other. 
Setu’s offerings, including the interface for account 
aggregator, open network for digital commerce and 
open credit enablement network framework made 
Setu an attractive bet for Pine Labs. The buyout of the 
Bengaluru-based firm, which provides API or 
application programming interface infrastructure 
solutions for billing, savings, credit and payments was 
a strategic move. Setu, launched in 2018 by Sahil Kini 
and Nikhil Kumar, is a technology service provider in 
the account aggregator ecosystem, enabling users to 
securely share their financial data with banks and 
other financial institutions. 
Pine Labs 
 Founded: 1998 
 Headquarters: Noida 
 Founders: Lokvir Kapoor, Rajul Garg, Tarun 

Upadhyay 
 Subsidiaries: Qwikcilver Solutions Pvt Ltd., etc. 
 
Govt department to collaborate with SBI for 
creation of integrated pension portal 
 
The Centre's Department of Pension & Pensioners' 
Welfare (DoPPW) will collaborate with the State 
Bank of India (SBI) to create an integrated pension 
portal to enhance ease of living of pensioners. SBI 
field employees were given sessions on pension policy 
reforms and digitization relating the disbursement of 
pensions to central government pensioners at a two-
day banker’s awareness event in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 
According to a statement from the ministry of 
personnel, public complaints, and pensions, special 
sessions on income tax issues pertaining to pensioners 
were organized, and they were also informed the 
digital methods of presenting annual life certificates. 
It was determined that immediate action is required to 

link the DoPPW and SBI portals to develop an 
integrated pension portal in order to offer seamless 
services to pensioners. According to the statement, 
banks may heavily promote face authentication 
technology for digital life certificates. It claimed that 
face authentication and digital life certificates would 
revolutionize the way pensioners and banks submit 
life certificates. 
 
Pakistan secures deal with IMF to restore $6 
billion aid: Reports 
 
Cash-strapped Pakistan has secured a deal with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to restore the 
stalled USD 6 billion assistance package and unlock 
doors for financing from other international sources. 
The make-or-break deal was reached following the 
IMF staff mission and the Pakistani team, led by 
finance minister Miftah Ismail, agreeing on an 
understanding on the 2022-23 budget after the 
authorities committed to generate Rs 43,600 crore 
more taxes and increase petroleum levy gradually up 
to Rs 50 per litre. The extended fund facility package 
of USD 6 billion was agreed in July 2019 for a period 
of 39 months. So far only half of the promised money 
has been reimbursed. The revival of the facility will 
immediately provide access to USD 1 billion, which 
Pakistan badly needs to buttress its dwindling foreign 
exchange reserves. The coalition government led by 
Shehbaz Sharif has agreed to revise upward the annual 
tax collection target by almost Rs 42,200 cr for the 
year 2022-23 by taking additional tax measures, in a 
bid to placate the technical team of the IMF. 
IMF 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., U.S. 
 Membership: 190 countries  
 Managing Director: Kristalina Georgieva 
 Chief Economist: Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas 
 
Kotak General Insurance partners with PhonePe 
to Provide Motor Insurance 
 
Kotak Mahindra General Insurance Company Limited 
(Kotak General Insurance) announced that it has 
partnered with PhonePe Insurance Broking Services 
Pvt. Ltd (PhonePe), a digital payments platform, to 

MOU’s Signed 
 

MoU’s Signed
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offer motor insurance to PhonePe’s 380 million users, 
placing a significant bet on the digital distribution and 
direct-to-customer space. 
Details: 
Kotak General Insurance will provide its clients quick 
and easy vehicle and two-wheeler insurance policies 
via PhonePe. Through this partnership, PhonePe users 
will be able to quickly and easily purchase automobile 
and two-wheeler insurance online from the 
convenience of their smartphones. The relationship 
with PhonePe will enable to connect and engage with 
customers who are digital natives and seeking 
convenience. Kotak General Insurance, made it a 
mission to serve customers with straightforward and 
simple-to-understand solutions. 
 
Freo partners with Equitas Small Finance Bank to 
launch digital savings account 
 
Bengaluru-based neobanking platform Freo has 
launched its digital savings account ‘Freo Save’ in 
partnership with Equitas Small Finance Bank. With 
this launch, it has become the first consumer neobank 
in the country to provide full-stack neo-banking 
products, including smart savings account, credit and 
payments products, cards and wealth-growth products.  
The neobank is planning to open one million new 
accounts in the next ten months. Started as MoneyTap 
in 2016, Freo is India’s first credit-led neobank. 
Currently, Freo offers a wide range of financial 
products, including credit line, credit cards, EMI 
cards, deposits & savings, buy now, pay later (BNPL) 
products in partnership with banks and financial 
institutions. 
 
PVR, Inox get SEBI nod for merger to create 
India's largest multiplex chain 
 
Multiplex operators PVR and Inox have approval 
from the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) for their merger, clearing an important step in 
the regulatory process. The two companies had 
announced in March a merger to create India’s largest 
multiplex chain with a network of more than 1,500 
screens. As per the agreement, Inox would merge with 
PVR in a share swap ratio of 3 shares (of PVR) for 
every 10 shares of Inox. Post the merger, the 
promoters of Inox will become co-promoters in the 
merged entity, along with the existing promoters of 
PVR. PVR promoters will have a 10.62 per cent stake 

in the combined entity. Inox promoters will have a 
16.66 per cent stake. Analysts expect the merger 
process to be completed in 2-3 quarters following the 
SEBI approval. When the merger comes into effect, 
the board of the combined company will be 
reconstituted with a total board strength of 10 
members. The promoter families of PVR and Inox 
will have equal representation on the board with two 
seats each. 
SEBI 
 Founded: 12 April 1992 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Chairperson: Madhabi Puri Buch  
 Type: Statutory corporation 
 Subsidiary: National Securities Depository 

Limited 
 
MoU signed between Directorate General of 
Shipping and Indian Navy for transition of Indian 
Navy Personnel to Merchant Navy 
 
The Directorate General of Shipping under Ministry 
of Ports Shipping and Waterways has issued Order 
detailing 16 transition schemes for Indian Navy 
Personnel to Merchant Navy. These transition 
schemes have been drawn after a detailed discussion 
with Indian Navy. These Schemes enable smooth 
transition of the retiring Indian Navy Personnel into 
Merchant Navy by acquiring necessary certification to 
work on Merchant Ships in accordance with the 
Standards of Training Certification and Watchkeeping 
Convention of International Maritime Organisation. 
To implement these schemes, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) has been signed by Vice 
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, AVSM, NM, Chief of 
Personnel on behalf of Indian Navy and Shri Amitabh 
Kumar, Director General of Shipping, on behalf of 
Directorate General of Shipping, Ministry of Ports 
Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India. The scheme 
envisages acceptance of training given by the Indian 
Navy to its officers and ratings and the sea service 
experience on Indian Naval or cargo ships on the basis 
of a certificate issued by the Indian Navy. 
Indian Navy 
 Founded: 26 January 1950 
 Navy Day: 4 December 
 Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath 

Kovind 
 Chief of the Naval Staff: Admiral R. Hari Kumar 
 Vice Chief of the Naval Staff: Vice Admiral 

Satish Namdeo Ghormade 
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Telangana joins 'Save Soil' campaign, signs MoU 
with Isha Outreach 
 
Joining the 'Save Soil' campaign, Telangana signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Isha 
Outreach, a branch of Isha Foundation, founded by 
Sadhguru. With this, Telangana became the sixth state 
in the country to join the movement to save soil. The 
MoU was exchanged between Minister for 
Agriculture Singireddy Niranjan Reddy and Sadhguru 
at a Save Soil event in Hyderabad’s GMC Balayogi 
Sports Complex. In India, nearly 30% of fertile soils 
in the country have already become barren and are 
incapable of yield. The primary objective of the Save 
Soil Movement is to urge all nations of the world to 
mandate a minimum of 3-6% organic content in 
agricultural soils through urgent policy reforms. 
Without this minimum organic content, soil scientists 
have warned of the imminent death of soil, a 
phenomenon termed "soil extinction" 
Telangana 
 Founded: 2 June 2014 
 Capital: Hyderabad 
 Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan 
 Chief minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao 
 
MoU signed to set up India's first Dark Sky 
Reserve in Ladakh 
 
A memorandum of understanding (MoU) has been 
signed between Ladakh's administration, LAHDC Leh 
and Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) to set up 
India's first Dark Sky Reserve at Hanle's Changthang 
Wildlife Sanctuary. It'll preserve the pristine dark 
skies of Hanle for science. Moreover, Ladakh 
Lieutenant Governor said that the site will contribute 
to the economy of the locals. A dark sky sanctuary 
promotes proper illumination where and when it is 
needed without wasting energy and polluting other 
areas, especially the night sky, which does not require 
illumination. At a height of 4,500 metres, Hanle is 
already home to optical, gamma ray and infrared 
telescopes at the Indian Astronomical Observatory 
complex operated by the Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics (IIA), Bengaluru. These telescopes are 
in use for studying stars, galaxies, exoplanets and the 
evolution of our universe. Hanle is pristine for the dry 
weather for most months of the year, remains 
cloudless during nights and offers dark skies – making 
it a perfect natural setup for sky gazing.  
 

What is a Dark Sky Reserve? 
A dark-sky preserve is an area, usually surrounding a 
park or observatory, that restricts artificial light 
pollution. The purpose of the dark-sky movement is 
generally to promote astronomy. However, astronomy 
is certainly not the only objective of conserving a dark 
sky.  
 
UPEIDA signs MoUs with PSBs to boost 
investment in UP Defense Industrial Corridor 
 
To encourage investment in the UP Defense Industrial 
Corridor, the Uttar Pradesh Expressways Industrial 
Development Authority (UPEIDA) has inked MoUs 
with the State Bank of India (SBI), Bank of Baroda 
(BOB), Punjab National Bank (PNB), and Small 
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI). 
Details: 
The bank would provide financial help in the form of 
ease of doing business to investors in the UP Defense 
Industrial Corridor, according to the deal. UPEIDA 
has now collaborated with three major nationalised 
banks in the country, State Bank of India (SBI), Bank 
of Baroda (BOB), Punjab National Bank (PNB), and 
Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), 
as part of its continuous support to investors in the 
Corridor, according to a release. These are intended to 
assist investors interested in establishing a business in 
the UP Defence Industrial Corridor in obtaining 
financial support as part of the Ease of Doing 
Business initiative. Banks will provide these investors 
with tailored financial support on a case-by-case basis 
to assist them in establishing their businesses. 
 
Ex-Myntra CEO's Mensa Brands acquires smart 
wearables brand Pebble 
 
Former Myntra CEO and Medlife Co-founder Ananth 
Narayanan's Mensa Brands has acquired Noida-based 
smart wearable brand Pebble for an undisclosed sum.  
Founded in 2013 by father-daughter duo, Ajay 
Agarwal and Komal Agarwal, Pebble is a lifestyle 
electronics brand that emphasises user-friendly 
product design. It offers audio products, fitness 
wearables, and charging solutions with designs and 
innovative technology to enhance the user 
experience.. Earlier in January, Mensa Brands had 
acquired the majority stake in personal care brand 
Florona. Mensa builds digital-first brands from India 
by partnering with the entrepreneurs, investing into 
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the business, and bringing the team’s expertise and 
technology to scale the brands. 
 
EU signs gas deal with Egypt & Israel to reduce 
dependency on Russia 
 
European Union (EU) signed a deal with Egypt and 
Israel to increase liquified natural gas (LNG) sales to 
EU countries in Cairo. The deal aims to reduce 
dependency on Russian oil amid Ukraine war. As per 
deal, Israel will send gas to EU countries via Egypt, 
which will liquify it for exports via sea. This would be 
done in line with "long-term decarbonization 
objectives” and would be based on market-related 
prices. The EU would also help Egypt and Israel 
increase gas production and exploration in their 
respective territorial waters. Last year, the EU 
imported roughly 40 percent of its gas from Russia. 
Countries have been struggling to reduce that 
dependency in order to sanction Russia over its 
ongoing invasion of Ukraine. 
European Union:  
 President of the Commission: Ursula von der 

Leyen (Germany) 
 President of the Parliament: Roberta Metsola 

(Malta) 
 President of the European Council: Charles 

Michel (Belgium) 
 Presidency of the Council of the EU: France 
 Currency: Euro (€) 
 
LinkedIn, UN Women join hands to create 
employment opportunities for women 
 
LinkedIn, he world's largest professional network will 
invest USD 5,00,000 (Rs 3.88 crore) in partnership 
with UN Women to advance women's economic 
empowerment. The project will launch a pilot in 
Maharashtra to cultivate the digital, soft and 
employability skills of 2,000 women and present them 
with a range of career-building opportunities through 
job fairs, mentoring sessions and peer-to-peer 
networks. The three-year regional collaboration will 
digitally upskill women, providing them greater 
access to jobs and equipping them to fully participate 
in the formal economy. The partnership will be guided 
by the Women's Empowerment Principles (WEPs), a 
set of effective, actionable principles that guide 
businesses on how to promote gender equality and 

women's empowerment in the workplace, marketplace 
and community. 
 
Fino Payments Bank partnered with Go Digit for 
shop insurance policy 
 
Fino Payments Bank Limited has partnered with Go 
Digit General Insurance Limited, one of India’s fastest 
growing general insurers, to provide small and 
medium business owners with shop insurance 
coverage. Fino Payments Bank serves as a corporate 
representative for Go Digit. Through the partnership, 
small and medium businesses are allowed to take 
advantage of Digit’s My Business Policy in the case 
of a catastrophe. The insurance is for one-year that 
will cover loss or damage to inventory or goods 
caused by burglary, earthquakes, fire, lightning, 
storms, floods, and riots. The customers of Fino Bank 
can join Go Digit’s coverage for Rs 550 per year (for 
a sum insured of Rs 3 lakh), which will rise to Rs 
2,600 per year(for a sum insured of Rs 15 lakh). 
Fino Payments Bank: 
 Founded: 4 April 2017 
 Headquarters: Juinagar, Navi Mumbai 
 MD & CEO: Rishi Gupta 
 
Iran & Venezuela sign 20-year cooperation plan 
amid US sanctions 
 
Iran and Venezuela signed a 20-year cooperation plan 
during Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's visit to 
Tehran. The countries, both of which are under US 
sanctions, will cooperate in the fields of oil, 
petrochemicals, defence, agriculture, tourism and 
culture. Venezuela has shown exemplary resistance 
against threats from imperialists. 
Iran:  
 Capital: Tehran 
 Currency: Iranian rial 
Venezuela:  
 Capital: Caracas 
 Currency: Venezuelan bolívar 
 
ICICI Bank partners ZestMoney to expand 
"cardless EMI" facility 
 
ICICI Bank has announced that it has partnered with 
digital EMI/pay-later platform ZestMoney, to expand 
its ‘Cardless EMI’ facility for purchases on retail and 
e-commerce platforms. The partnership enhances 
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affordability of customers of the Bank who can use 
pre-approved cardless credit to instantly buy products/ 
services using ZestMoney and take care of the cost 
into Equated Monthly Installments (EMIs). Customers 
can convert transactions up to Rs 10 lakh into EMIs 
by simply putting their registered mobile number, 
PAN and OTP (received on registered mobile number) 
at the check-out of the e-commerce website/app or at 
the PoS machine in retail outlets, without using cards. 
The facility, in partnership with ZestMoney, is live on 
select e-commerce websites and will soon be available 
at retail stores. With this partnership, the Bank’s 
customers will be able to use ZestMoney’s wide 
merchant base. They will also be able to use 
ZestMoney’s flagship ‘Pay-in-3’ offering, where they 
can split the bill into three EMIs without extra cost. 
ZestMoney: 
 CEO & Co-Founder: Lizzie Chapman 
 Established: 2015 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka 
 
Ather Energy partners with SBI for customer 
retail finance 
 
Electric two-wheeler manufacturer Ather Energy has 
partnered State Bank of India to provide customers 
with vehicle financing. As part of the association 
Ather Energy customers will get instant loans at 
interest rates as low as 9.55 percent per annum. Pre-
approved loans will also be administered, depending 
on the buyer’s creditworthiness. SBI will offer the 
vehicle loans on their YONO mobile application as 
well as at their branch network, as the public sector 
lender ensures ease of adoption for the buyers. With 
this collaboration, the original equipment 
manufacturer (OEM) aims to accelerate the growth of 
the electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem in the country. 
The customers, depending on their profiles, will be 
eligible to avail loans up to 85 percent of the on-road 
prices of the electric two-wheelers. The approved loan 
amount will be credited directly to the dealer’s 
account. Customers can avail the loan through YONO 
at an EMI of as low as Rs 251 per Rs 10,000 under 
SBI Easy Ride loan. 
 
Ather Energy: 
 Owner: Hero MotoCorp 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founders: Tarun Mehta, Swapnil Jain 
 

India-UAE pact on industrial cooperation receives 
Cabinet's approval 
 
The government has approved a proposal for signing a 
bilateral Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
on cooperation in the field of industries and advanced 
technologies. The MoU envisages cooperation on a 
mutually beneficial basis in areas including 
strengthening the supply chain resilience of industries, 
renewable and energy efficiency, health and life 
sciences, space systems, artificial intelligence, 
standardisation, metrology, conformity assessment, 
accreditation, and halal certification. The MoU aims at 
strengthening and developing industries in both 
nations through investments, technology transfer and 
the deployment of key technologies in industries. 
India-UAE bilateral trade, valued at USD 180 million 
per annum in the 1970s, has increased to USD 60 
billion at present, making the UAE India's third-
largest trading partner after China and the US. The 
UAE is the eighth largest investor in India with an 
estimated investment of USD 18 billion. Indian 
investments in the UAE are estimated at around USD 
85 billion (Rs 6.48 lakh crore). Both the countries 
have implemented a comprehensive trade agreement 
with an aim to increase bilateral trade from USD 60 
billion to USD 100 billion in the next five years. 
UAE 
 President: Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
 Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
 Prime minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum 
 Capital: Abu Dhabi 
 
Cabinet approves signing of MoU between India & 
USA in field of health sector 
 
The Union Cabinet approved signing of Memorandum 
of Understanding among the Department of 
Biotechnology, Government of India and the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative IAVI, USA to 
contribute towards the development of new, improved 
and innovative biomedical tools and technologies to 
prevent and treat HIV, TB, COVID-19 and other 
emerging infectious and neglected diseases.  This 
MoU will further strengthen relations between India 
and the USA within the framework of international 
scientific and technological cooperation in fields of 
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mutual interest. The Cabinet also approved the 
proposal for signing a bilateral MoU between India 
and the United Arab Emirates UAE on Cooperation in 
the field of Industries and Advanced Technologies. 
The Cabinet was apprised of the signing of MoU to 
establish collaborative guidelines between the 
National Institute for Environmental Studies, Japan 
and Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational 
Sciences, ARIES, India so as to carry out and 
implement joint research on air quality and climate 
change. 
 
India, Vietnam sign Joint Vision Statement on 
defence partnership towards 2030 
 
India and Vietnam have signed Joint Vision Statement 
on defence partnership towards 2030 which will 
significantly enhance the scope and scale of existing 
defence cooperation.  Wide-ranging discussions on 
effective and practical initiatives to further expand 
bilateral defence engagements and regional and global 
issues were held between the two sides. On the 
occasion, a Memorandum of Understanding on 
Mutual Logistics Support was also inked.  This is a 
major step towards simplifying procedures for 
mutually beneficial logistic support and is the first 
such major agreement which Vietnam has signed with 
any country. Both countries also agreed for early 
finalisation of 500 million dollar  Defence Line of 
Credit extended to Vietnam. Implementation of the 
projects will add substantially to Vietnam’s Defence 
capabilities and further Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of Make in India, Make for the World.  
India also announced gifting two simulators and 
monetary grant towards setting up of Language and IT 
Lab at Air Force Officers Training School for capacity 
building of Vietnamese Armed Forces. 
Vietnam:  
 Capital: Hanoi 
 Currency: Vietnamese dong 
 President: Nguyễn Xuân Phúc 
 Prime Minister: Phạm Minh Chính 
 
India and Senegal sign MoUs for cultural 
exchange, cooperation in youth matters and visa 
free regime for officials 
 
India and Senegal have signed three MoUs for cultural 
exchange, cooperation in youth matters and visa-free 
regime for officials. The MoUs were signed after 

delegation-level talks between Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu and President of Senegal Macky Sall 
in the capital city of Dakar. Mr. Naidu assured 
Senegal of India's continued commitment to support 
the socio-economic development of that country 
through all means, bilateral, regional and international 
frameworks. The Indo-Senegalese trade saw a 37 
percent increase to 1.5 billion dollars during the last 
one year despite Covid-19 pandemic. Referring to the 
huge Indian import of phosphates from Senegal, 
Indian companies, especially heavy earth moving 
equipment companies can offer their expertise in this 
area. India looks forward to working closely with 
Senegal within the International Solar Alliance and 
One Sun One World One Grid initiative.  Vice 
President Venkaiah Naidu, who is on his 3 nation tour 
of Gabon, Senegal and Qatar, from 30th May to 7th 
June, visited the Monument of African Renaissance in 
Dakar, Senegal. 
Senegal:  
 Capital: Dakar 
 President: Macky Sall 
 Currency: West African CFA franc 
 
Israel signs first Arab free trade agreement with 
UAE 
 
Israel has inked its first free trade agreement with an 
Arab country, with the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  
The agreement was signed in Dubai by Israel’s 
Economy and Industry Minister Orna Barbivay and 
the UAE’s Economy Minister Abdalla Bin Touq Al 
Marri. According to an official statement released by 
Israel’s Ministry of Economy and Industry, the 
comprehensive, significant, and ground-breaking 
agreement is expected to increase bilateral trade in 
goods and services, increase Israeli exports to the 
United Arab Emirates, and provide customs 
exemption on 96% of trade between the countries: 
food, agriculture, cosmetics, medical equipment, 
medication, and more. 
Details:  
Regulatory and standardisation concerns, customs, 
collaboration, government procurement, e-commerce, 
and intellectual property rights are all covered under 
the agreement. This is a crucial visit for the State of 
Israel’s commercial relations with the United Arab 
Emirates, the first free trade zone deal with an Arab 
country. The free trade zone agreement they signed is 
expected to improve bilateral commerce, remove 
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barriers, and create new economic possibilities and 
collaborations, all of which will serve as a foundation 
for our common road forward. 
 
MoD signs 2971 crore rupees contract with BDL 
for supply of ASTRA MK-I Beyond Visual Range 
Air to Air Missile for IAF and Indian Navy 
 
Ministry of Defence signed a contract with Bharat 
Dynamics Limited for the supply of ASTRA MK-I 
Beyond Visual Range Air to Air Missile and 
associated equipment for the Indian Air Force and 
Indian Navy at a cost of two thousand 971 crore 
rupees. Till now, the technology to manufacture 
missiles of this class was not available. ASTRA MK-I 
missile has been indigenously designed and developed 
by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation, DRDO, based on the requirements of 
the Indian Air Force. Air to Air missile provides large 
Stand-Off Ranges to own fighter aircraft which can 
neutralise the adversary aircraft without exposing 
themselves to adversary Air Defence measures. 
Bharat Dynamics Limited:  
 Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) is one of India's 

manufacturers of ammunitions and missile 
systems.  

 Founded 1970 
 Headquarters: Hyderabad, Telangana 
 Chairman & MD: Commodore Siddharth Mishra 
 
Tata Motors signs MoU with Gujarat govt for 
acquisition of Ford's Sanand plant 
 
Tata Motors has signed an MoU with the Gujarat 
government for the potential acquisition of Ford 
India's Sanand plant. The agreement includes a 
transfer of Ford India's land, buildings, vehicle 
manufacturing plant, machinery and transfer of all 
eligible employees. As per a report, Tata Motors 
would pay $100-150 million for the plant. The Ford 
plant in Sanand is a state-of-the-art site, located 
adjacent to the Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles 
manufacturing facility. Tata Motors will invest in new 
machinery and equipment required to make the unit 
ready to produce its vehicles. Following the 
investments, the plant would have a capacity of 
300,000 units per annum, scalable to more than 
400,000 units.  
Tata Motors:  
 Headquarters: Mumbai 

 Founder: J. R. D. Tata 
 Founded: 1945, Mumbai 
 Chairman: Natarajan Chandrasekaran 
 
Mahagram Partners with IndusInd Bank to 
Nurture Digital Payments in Rural India 
 
Rural NEO Bank Mahagram has tied up with the 
IndusInd Bank to digitize the nation’s payment 
ecosystem and provide a wider scope to transact for its 
customers in rural India. Mahagram was launched 
with a vision to transform India into a digitally 
empowered society and knowledge economy. The 
partnership between the two aims to boost financial 
inclusion, encourage socio-economic development, 
mitigate the risks of a shadow economy, and 
accelerate the growth of a cashless society. This 
association will also ensure the building of an 
efficient, reliable, and secure payment ecosystem, 
which will not only promote and encourage the use of 
e-payments methods but will also help merchants 
across the country to accept digital payments easily, 
making it more accessible for everyone. 
IndusInd Bank: 
 Founded: 1994 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 MD & CEO: Sumant Kathpalia 
 Tagline: We Make You Feel Richer 
 
Andhra signs deals worth $16 bn at WEF, to 
generate 38,000 jobs 
 
Andhra Pradesh signed renewables investment pacts 
worth $16 billion (around ₹1.2 lakh crore) with three 
companies, Adani Green Energy, Singapore's GIC 
sovereign wealth fund-backed Greenko and 
Aurobindo Realty & Infrastructure, during the WEF at 
Davos. The pacts involve setting up hydro, solar and 
wind power related projects in the state. The 
investments will create 38,000 jobs. With an 
agreement with Adani, Andhra Pradesh aims to 
establish green energy projects including a 3,700 
megawatt pumped hydro storage project and a 10,000-
megawatt solar power project. In addition to this, 
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel (AMNS) India has 
confirmed that it will invest ₹1,000 crore towards the 
brownfield expansion of its Vizag pellet plant in the 
state. The rest will come from Greenko and 
Aurobindo, which will set up projects related to 
hydro, solar and wind power. 
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Prime Minister’s Awards for Outstanding 
Contribution towards the Development and 
Promotion of Yoga-2021 
 
The Prime Minister's Award for Outstanding 
Contribution towards the Development and Promotion 
of Yoga, one of the most coveted honours in the field 
of Yoga, has been announced for the year 2021. Two 
individuals, namely Shri Bhikkhu Sanghasena and 
Shri Marcus Vinicius Rojo Rodrigues and two 
organisations, namely, The Divine Life Society and 
the British Wheel of Yoga are the recipients of the 
same. The awards for the Outstanding Contribution 
towards the Development and Promotion of Yogawas 
announced by the Prime Minister of India on the 
occasion of the 2nd International Day of Yoga 
celebrations at Chandigarh on 21st June, 2016.  
Following are the awardees of the Prime Minister’s 
Awards for Outstanding Contribution towards the 
Development and Promotion of Yoga for the Year 
2021: 
1. Marcus Vinicius Rojo Rodrigues (Sao Paulo, 

Brazil): International Individual 
2. British Wheel of Yoga, United Kingdom:                      

International Organisation 
3. Bhikkhu Sanghasena: National Individual 
4. The Divine Life Society, Uttarkhand: National 

Organisation 
Note: The winners will be felicitated with of a 
Trophy, Certificate and a Cash Award each. The value 
of each Cash Award would be Rs. 25.00 lakh. 
 
Bengaluru airport named best regional airport in 
India, South Asia 
 
Bengaluru's Kempegowda International Airport was 
named 'Best Regional Airport in India and South Asia' 
at the Skytrax World Airport Awards 2022. Based in 
the UK, Skytrax is a global consultancy firm that runs 
an airline and airport review and ranking site. The 
awards ceremony was held at Passenger Terminal 
EXPO in Paris, France. The Bengaluru airport has 
been accorded this recognition after being adjudged 
by customers, who vote every year for the airport 
which has the best customer service, the company said 
in a statement. Based on check-ins, arrivals, transfers, 
shopping, security, immigration, and departures at the 

gates, the survey evaluates the consumer experience 
across airport service and key performance factors. 
Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi was 
hounered with the Cleanest Airport in India / South 
Asia at the Skytrax World Airport Awards 2022. 
The World’s Top Airports for 2022: 
 World’s Best Airport: Doha Hamad 
 World’s Best Airport Staff: Singapore Changi 
 World’s Most Family Friendly Airport: Istanbul 
 World’s Cleanest Airport: Tokyo Haneda 
 World’s Best New Airport: Bahrain 
 World’s Best Regional Airport: Centrair Nagoya 
 World’s Best Airport Dining: Singapore Changi 
 World’s Best Airport Shopping: Istanbul 
 World’s Most Improved Airport: Riyadh 
 World’s Best Domestic Airport: Tokyo Haneda 
 World’s Best Low-Cost Terminal: Kansai – T2 
 World’s Best Airport Hotel: Crowne Plaza Changi 

Airport 
 World’s Best Airport for Baggage Delivery: 

Kansai 
 World’s Best Airport Group COVID-19 

Excellence: AENA 
 World’s Best Airport Immigration Service: 

Copenhagen 
 World’s Best Airport PRM & Accessible 

Facilities: Tokyo Haneda 
 World’s Best Airport Security Processing: Zurich 
 World’s Best Airport Website & Digital Services: 

Amsterdam Schiphol 
 
NHAI sets Guinness record by constructing 75km 
road in 105 hrs 33 mins 
 
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) 
has set a Guinness World Record by constructing 
"75km continuous bituminous concrete road in single 
lane on NH-53 section between Amravati and Akola 
in 105 hours and 33 minutes”. The total length of the 
75 km of single-lane continuous bituminous concrete 
road is equivalent to 37.5 km of two-lane paved 
shoulder road and the work started on 3rd June 2022 
at 7:27 am and was completed on June 7, 2022, at 5 
pm. The project was implemented by 720 workers 
including a team of independent consultants who 
worked day and night to complete this task. Before 
this, the Guinness World Record for the longest 

Awards & Recognitions 
 

Awards & Recognition
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continuously laid bituminous was for building 25.275 
km which was achieved in Doha, Qatar in Feb 2019. 
The task took 10 days to complete. The Amrawati to 
the Akola section as part of NH 53, this is an 
important east-east corridor which connects major 
cities like Kolkata, Raipur, Nagpur and Surat. 
 
NHAI 
 Founded: 1988 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Chairperson: Alka Upadhyaya  
 
IIFA Awards 2022: Vicky Kaushal, Kriti Sanon 
win top honours; check out complete winners list 
 
The International Indian Film Academy Awards 
(IIFA) held in Abu Dhabi. This year the IIFA 2022 
Awards was hosted by Salman Khan, Maniesh Paul 
and Riteish Deshmukh. Sidharth Malhotra’s 
Shershaah dominated the awards this year, with the 
film winning in as many as five categories. Sardar 
Udham, Mimi and Ludo won in two categories each. 
 
List of the winners of IIFA 2022: 
 Best Actor (Male): Vicky Kaushal (Sardar 

Udham) 
 Best Actor (Female): Kriti Sanon (Mimi) 
 Best Director: Vishnuvaradhan  (Shershaah) 
 Best Film:  Shershaah 
 Best Playback Singer Female: Asees Kaur for 

‘Raataan Lambiyan’, (Shershaah) 
 Best Playback Singer Male: Jubin Nautiyal for 

song ‘Raataan Lambiyan’, (Shershaah) 
 Best Lyrics: Kausar Munir for ‘Lehra Do’, 83 
 Best Music Direction: A R Rahman for Atrangi 

Re and Jasleen Royal, Javed-Mohsin, Vikram 
Montrose, B Praak, Jaani for Shershaah 

 Best Male Debut: Ahan Shetty  (Tadap) 
 Best Female Debut: Sharvari Wagh  (Bunty Aur 

Babli 2) 
 Best Story Adapted: Kabir Khan, Sanjay Puran 

Singh Chauhan for 83 
 Best Original Story: Ludo by Anurag Basu 
 Best Supporting Actor Female: Sai Tamhankar 

(Mimi) 
 Best Supporting Actor Male: Pankaj Tripathi 

(Ludo) 
 
 
 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award: Rajasthan CM 
Ashok Gehlot announces honourary award for 
sportspersons 
 
The Chief Minister of Rajasthan Ashok Gehlot 
announced that Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award will 
be introduced in the state for sportspersons. The Chief 
Minister said that Rajasthan Government is taking big 
decisions for the development of the sports in the state 
and also assured that the incentive amounts for the 
medal-winners will continue to increase. Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot made the announcement of the 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in Rajasthan while 
addressing the inauguration and the player award 
ceremony at Sawai Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur. 
Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympics in Rajasthan: Key 
details 
1. Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot also announced that 
Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympics will start on August 29, 
2022. 
2. As per the CM, more than 27 lakh players of all 
ages will take part in Rajiv Gandhi Rural Olympics. 
3. The event will become a big platform for the talent 
hunt in Rajasthan. 
4. The winners in the Rural Olympics will also be 
given priority in the recruitment of the vacant posts in 
the Panchayat Cadre. 
5. The Chief Minister of Rajasthan also released the 
torch of Rural Olympics at the ceremony. 
Khel Ratna Award:  
Khel Ratna Award which is formally known as Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award, formerly known as 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award in sports and games 
is the highest sporting honour in India. It is awarded 
annually by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports. 
As of 2020, Khel Ratna Award comprises a 
medallion, a certificate, and a cash prize of Rs. 25 
lakh. 
 
Young women entrepreneur Rashmi Sahoo wins 
Times Business Award 2022 
 
Director of Ruchi Foodline, Eastern India’s leading 
food brand and Odisha’s No.1 spices company, 
Rashmi Sahoo has been presented the Times Business 
Award 2022. In a recently held event of the 3rd Times 
Business Awards, Sahoo was given the award by 
renowned Bollywood actor and social activist Sonu 
Sood. The award was given in the category of Eastern 
India’s Leading READY -TO-EAT brand. While 
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working as director of Ruchi Foodline, she established 
Frozit – Odisha’s first frozen food company.  
Frozit: 
Gradually Frozit has made a name of itself nationally 
and internationally in the category of ready-to-eat 
food and bakery and which are not only healthy but 
also cost-effective. Frozit now serves various food of 
India as well as traditional Odia foods like Biryani, 
Pasta, Ghee-Rice, Mutton Kasa, Laccha Paratha, 
Mughlai Chicken, Veg Pulao, Kadai Soyabin, Chana 
Masala, Friend Rice, Tandoori Mushroom, Garlic 
Mushroom, Zeera Rice, Mix Veg, Pada Pitha, and 
Kheer. 
What is Times business Awards? 
The Times Business Awards recognises awardees for 
exemplary and ground-breaking performance in their 
respective business verticals every year. Today, the 
award is a benchmark for excellence in corporate 
India. 
 
Father Stan Swamy to be honoured by Geneva 
rights foundation 
 
Father Stan Swamy, the Jesuit priest and tribal rights 
activist from Jharkhand who was arrested in the 
Bhima Koregaon case and died in July 2021, will get a 
“special, posthumous homage” at the Martin Ennals 
Award in Geneva. The award is widely regarded as 
the Nobel Prize for human rights defenders. The 
winners this year are Daouda Diallo from Burkina 
Faso, Pham Doan Trang from Vietnam and Abdul-
Hadi Al-Khawaja of Bahrain. Before he died at the 
age of 84, Swamy had spent a lifetime working with 
Adivasi communities on their land, forest and labour 
rights. He had filed a PIL the arrests of thousands of 
young adivasis whom investigating agencies had 
labelled “Naxals”. According to the NIA, which had 
arrested him with other activists such as lawyer Sudha 
Bharadwaj under the Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) in 2020, Swamy was a part of the banned 
CPI (Maoist).  
 
IAF officer martyred in CDS chopper crash 
awarded Shaurya Chakra 
 
Group Captain Varun Singh, who was martyred in a 
helicopter crash that also claimed the life of India's 
first CDS General Bipin Rawat, was posthumously 
awarded Shaurya Chakra by President Ram Nath 
Kovind. Singh averted the loss of a Light Combat 

Aircraft and safeguarded civilian property and lives in 
October 2020. Singh's wife and mother received the 
award. The government announced the Shaurya 
Chakra for Singh on August 15, 2021 for exceptional 
courage and remarkable presence of mind in handling 
a rare mid-air emergency involving the Tejas light 
combat aircraft (LCA) the previous year. The 
President also awarded a Kirti Chakra (Posthumous), 
India’s second-highest peacetime gallantry medal, to 
Jammu and Kashmir police constable Altaf Hussain 
Bhat. The awards given by Kovind included 14 
Shaurya Chakras (eight of them posthumous), 13 
Param Vishisht Seva Medals and 29 Ati Vishisht Seva 
Medals for distinguished service of exceptional order. 
 
Kashmiri RJ receives UNICEF award for work 
during COVID-19 pandemic 
 
Radio Jockey Umar Nisar (RJ Umar) from South 
Kashmir, has been awarded the ’01 Best Content 
Award’ and the Immunization Champion award by 
United Nations International Children’s Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) at the annual Radio4Child 2022 
Awards in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The award was 
presented by multi-Grammy Award-winning music 
composer, environmentalist, and UNICEF celebrity 
supporter Ricky Kej, OIC UNICEF, UP Dr Zafrin 
Chowdhury, chief of communications and advocacy 
and partnerships, UNICEF India. The award has been 
conferred to Umar for his work of providing 
awareness and countering rumours to reach audiences 
during the pandemic. The Radio4Child felicitated 
radio professionals from private FM and All India 
Radio from across the country for their commendable 
work during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as for 
routine vaccination. These radio professionals 
highlighted the importance of routine vaccination 
among people. 
 
Sanjit Narwekar conferred with V Shantaram 
Lifetime Achievement award 
 
The 17th edition of the Mumbai International Film 
Festival of India (MIFF 2022) confers Dr V. 
Shantaram Lifetime Achievement Award on noted 
author and documentary filmmaker Shri Sanjit 
Narwekar to commemorate his exquisitely deep, 
remarkably diverse and inspiring body of work. Union 
Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, 
Food & Public Distribution and Textiles Piyush Goyal 
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presented the award to Sanjit Narwekar along with a 
cash prize of Rs 10 lakhs (Rs 1 million), Golden 
Conch and a citation. 
 
Indian documentary 'All That Breathes' wins 
L'Oeil d'Or 2022 at Cannes 
 
Indian filmmaker Shaunak Sen's 'All That Breathes', 
India's only entry at the 75th Cannes Film Festival, 
won L'Oeil d'Or 2022, the top prize for documentary 
films. The 90-minute documentary film narrates the 
story of two brothers who devote their lives to 
protecting and treating birds, especially Black Kite, 
amid the darkened backdrop of Delhi's escalating 
violence and apocalyptic air. The film also recently 
won the World Cinema Grand Jury Prize: 
Documentary at the 2022 Sundance Film Festival. It 
had been acquired by HBO and will debut on the 
channel and its streaming service- HBO Max in 2023 
after its release in the United States later this year 
L'Oeil d'or Award 
The L'Oeil d'or is a documentary film award that was 
established in 2015. It was awarded for the first time 
onMay 23, 2015. The award is conferred to the best 
documentary presented in one of the sections of the 
Cannes Film Festival. It was initiated by the Civil 
Society of Multimedia Authors (SCAM) and its 
President Julie Bertuccelli. The award is conferred in 
partnership with the Institut national de l'audiovisuel 
and with the support of the Cannes Film Festival and 
its General Delegate Thierry Frémaux. The award 
comprises a cash prize of €5,000.  
 
‘Tomb of Sand’ by Geetanjali Shree becomes first 
Hindi Novel to win Booker Prize 
 
Geetanjali Shree’s ‘Tomb of Sand’ has become the 
first Hindi novel to win the International Booker 
Prize. The translated Hindi novel has become the first 
book written in an Indian language to win the 
prestigious 2022 International Booker Prize. ‘Tomb of 
Sand’ which was originally published in Hindi as Ret 
Samadhi is translated into English by Daisy Rockwell. 
‘Tomb of Sand’ by Geetanjali Shree, the winner of the 
International Booker Prize 2022, was among the 13 
long-listed novels, which were translated into English 
from 11 languages and originated from 12 countries 
across four continents. Geetanjali will be awarded 
GBP 50,000, which will be split evenly between the 
author and the translator.  

International Booker Prize 
It is an international literary award which is hosted in 
the United Kingdom. The introduction of the 
International Prize to complement the Man Booker 
Prize was announced in June 2004. Since 2016, 
International Booker Prize has been given annually to 
a single book translated into English and published in 
the UK or Ireland. The prize is shared equally 
between the author and the translator. 
 
Director of ICAR won VASVIK industrial 
research award 2020 
 
A Gopalakrishnan, Director of the ICAR-Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute has won the 
VASVIK (Vividhlaxi Audyogik Samshodhan Vikas 
Kendra) Industrial Research Award for the year 2020 
in the category of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology. The award, which carries a cash prize of 
Rs 1.51 lakh and citation, is in recognition of his 
significant contribution towards the research works 
related to fish genetics. The research works related to 
fish genetics which is relevant for conserving many 
commercially important and endangered species. The 
award committee observed that Dr Gopalakrishnan’s 
genetic studies conducted and the technologies 
developed have served to produce molecular markers 
for many endangered fishes which is crucial for 
biodiversity conservation. Broodstock’s development 
techniques and mariculture technologies formulated 
and standardised by him have helped in the economic 
upliftment of the society by providing alternate 
livelihoods. 
 
VASVIK research award: 
The VASVIK research award is presented to scientists 
and researchers who have excelled in various fields 
including agricultural sciences. His research works 
include the Genetic Stock Identification (GSI), species 
inventory, taxonomy, breeding and seed production of 
threatened and commercially important species for 
mariculture which has helped in improving scientific 
knowledge on Indian fishery and the conservative 
measures. 
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Indian men's team rises to 104th in FIFA rankings, 
women's at 56th 
 
The Indian men's senior national football team reaped 
rewards after their stellar Asian Cup qualification as 
they advanced two places up from 106th to 104th in 
the latest FIFA world rankings. The Indian women's 
senior national football team too earned fruition as 
they advanced three places up from 59th to 56th. The 
Blue Tigers highlighted an excellent performance in 
the AFC Asian Cup qualifiers campaign, where they 
topped Group D in style by securing three out of three 
wins against Afghanistan, Cambodia, and Hong Kong. 
Chhetri and co. created history, as it was India's first-
ever back-to-back qualification in the AFC Asian 
Cup, scheduled to be held in 2023. They are now 
placed just below New Zealand (103rd), who recently 
lost their World Cup qualification spot to Costa Rica. 
However, India's AFC ranking remains unchanged as 
they stand 19th, with Iran leading the rankings in the 
first place. The Blue Tigresses, on the other hand, beat 
Egypt and Jordan 1-0 each earlier this year in 
international friendlies. 
Men's Ranking 
1. Brazil 
2. Belgium 
3. Argentina 
4. France 
5. England 
Women's Ranking 
1. USA 
2. Sweden 
3. France 
4. Netherlands 
5. Germany 
 
Indian women's Wrestling team wins Under-17 
Asian Championship with total of eight gold in 
Kyrgyzstan 
 
Indian women's Wrestling team has won five medals 
to claim Under-17 Asian Championship title with a 
total of eight gold at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. India lifted 
the title with a total of 235 points from eight golds, 
one silver and one bronze. Japan had to be content 
with the runners-up trophy with 143 points and 
Mongolia finished third with 138 points. Bouts in 5 

weight categories of women wrestling were held. 
Indian women including Ritika won gold in 43 
kilogram, Ahilaya Shinde got gold in 49 kilogram, 
Siksha lifted gold medal in 57 kilogram, Priya 
received gold in 73 kilogram while Pulkit secured a 
Silver medal in 65 kilogram. In addition, the 
competitions in three weight categories of Free Style 
were also held and Parwinder Singh won Gold in 80 
kilogram while Narender secured Silver in 71 
kilogram. The competition in the remaining seven 
weight categories of Free Style will be held soon. 
Kyrgyzstan 
 Capital: Bishkek 
 Currency: Kyrgyzstani som 
 President: Sadyr Japarov 
 
Andhra Pradesh team wins U19 T20 National 
Cricket Championship for Deaf 
 
The Indian Deaf Cricket Association (IDCA) 
organised the 1st Under-19 T20 National Cricket 
Championship for Deaf between 16th June- 19th June.  
The four-day tournament saw teams from across the 
country competing for the coveted T20 Championship 
title. Andhra Pradesh Deaf won the T-20 
Championship title in its maiden season, beating 
Gujrat Deaf by five wickets. Opting to field after 
winning the toss, Andhra Pradesh deaf bowlers 
restricted Gujarat deaf to 97 for ten. 
 Best Batsmen: Mustakim Kaji 
 Man of the Match: P Vijaya Bhaskar  
 IDCA President: Sumit Jain 
 
Canadian GP: Max Verstappen holds off Carlos 
Sainz to seal maiden Montreal victory 
 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen held off Ferrari's Carlos 
Sainz to win his sixth Formula One race of 2022 at 
Canadian Grand Prix. The 24-year-old Dutchman took 
his 26th career win second ahead of Spaniard Sainz. 
Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton finished third. Verstappen 
is now 46 points clear in world championship 
standings after his 150th career race. 
Canadian GP 
 First held: 1961 
 Most wins (drivers): Michael Schumacher (7) & 

Lewis Hamilton (7) 

Sports 
 

Sports
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 Most wins (constructors): Ferrari (14) 
2022 Winners 
1. M. Verstappen (Red Bull) 
2. C. Sainz Jr.(Ferrari) 
3. L. Hamilton(Mercedes) 
 
Cyclist Ronaldo creates history, wins India's 1st 
ever 1-km time trial int'l medal 
 
India enjoyed a successful outing at the Asian Track 
Cycling Championship with two bronze medals in 
New Delhi. Ronaldo Singh created history as he 
bagged the country's first-ever international medal in 
the 1km time trial event. After three days, India has 20 
medals in the kitty. World junior champion and Asian 
record holder Ronaldo pedalled the cycle with a speed 
of 58.254 km/hr and clocked 1:01.798s to come on the 
leaderboard. He won the bronze medal in the 1km 
time trial event of the men's senior category. This was 
his and India's first-ever medal in this event. Yuta 
Obara of Japan won gold with 1:01.118s (speed 
59.902 km/h), Malaysia's cyclist Mohammad Fadhil 
clocked 1:01.639s to claim the silver. Another bronze 
was added by Birjit Yumnam who pulled away from 
Ilya Karabutov (Kazakhstan) and Amir Ali (Iran) after 
35 laps to claim the third position in the 40-lap race of 
10km in men's junior category. Hwarang KIM of 
Korea secured the gold, while Zulfahmi Aiman of 
Malaysia finished second. 
 
FINA bars trans swimmers from participating in 
women’s events 
 
The swimming’s world governing body FINA has 
voted to restrict the participation of transgender 
athletes in elite women’s competitions while vowing 
to create a working group to establish an “open” 
category for them. The creation of an open category 
will mean that everybody has the opportunity to 
compete at an elite level. The new eligibility policy 
for FINA competitions states that male-to-female 
transgender athletes are eligible to compete only if 
“they can establish to FINA’s comfortable satisfaction 
that they have not experienced any part of male 
puberty beyond Tanner Stage 2 (of puberty) or before 
age 12, whichever is later”. The policy was passed 
with a roughly 71 percent majority after it was put to 
the members of 152 national federations with voting 
rights who had gathered for the congress at the Puskas 
Arena in Budapest, Hungary. The new FINA policy 

also opens up eligibility to those who have “complete 
androgen insensitivity and therefore could not 
experience male puberty”. Swimmers are also allowed 
to compete in women’s races if they have had “male 
puberty suppressed beginning at Tanner Stage 2 or 
before age 12, whichever is later, and they have since 
continuously maintained their testosterone levels in 
serum (or plasma) below 2.5 nmol/L”. Female-to-
male transgender athletes (transgender men) are fully 
eligible to compete in men’s swimming competitions. 
FINA 
 Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 President: Husain Al Musallam 
 Founded: 19 July 1908 
 Sport: Swimming; diving; artistic swimming; 

water polo; open water swimming; high diving 
 
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra wins gold at 
Kuortane Games in Finland 
 
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra clinched his first 
top podium finish of the season by winning the javelin 
throw event at the Kuortane Games in Finland, 
beating reigning world champion Anderson Peters of 
Grenada for the second time in four days. The 24-
year-old Chopra's opening throw of 86.69m turned out 
to be the winning distance. Trinidad and Tobago's 
2012 Olympics champion Keshorn Walcott was 
second with a first round throw of 86.64m. Peters was 
third with a best throw of 84.75m, which also came in 
the opening round. Chopra's second and third attempts 
were fouls and he did only three throws. That meant 
Chopra had single legal throw and he won the 
competition with it. His throw was not as big as the 
89.30m effort while finishing second in the Paavo 
Nurmi Games in Turku, Finland, in a star-studded 
field but the win will surely boost his confidence 
ahead of the Stockholm Diamond League on June 30. 
Chopra's earlier national record was 88.07m which he 
had set in Patiala in March last year. He had won the 
Tokyo Olympics gold with a throw of 87.58m on 
August 7, 2021. 
 
World no. 1 Axelsen beats Jun Peng to defend 
Indonesia Open title 
 
World number one Viktor Axelsen won Indonesia 
Open for the second consecutive year after defeating 
China's Zhao Jun Peng. Axelsen won the match in 38 
minutes. The Olympic champion had won the 
Indonesia Masters 2022 just last week. The women's 
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singles finals, meanwhile, ended with second-ranked 
Tai Tzu Ying of Taiwan securing victory over China's 
unseeded Wang Zhi Yi. 
Indonesia Open 2022: 
 Total prize money: US$1,200,000 
 Location: Jakarta, Indonesia 
Champions:  
 Men's singles: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) 
 Women's singles: Tai Tzu-ying (Chinese Taipei) 
 Men's doubles: Liu Yuchen (China), Ou Xuanyi 

(China) 
 Women's doubles: Nami Matsuyama (Japan), 

Chiharu Shida (Japan) 
 Mixed doubles: Zheng Siwei (China), Huang 

Yaqiong (China) 
 
Hubert Hurkacz beats world no.1 Medvedev to win 
Halle Open title 
 
Polish tennis player Hubert Hurkacz defeated world 
number one player Daniil Medvedev to win the Halle 
Open Singles title. Hurkacz had defeated Australia's 
Nick Kyrgios in the semifinals, whereas, Medvedev 
defeated Oscar Otte in the semifinals. It was a fifth 
straight defeat in a championship match for 
Medvedev, who has not won a title since winning his 
maiden Grand Slam title at US Open last year. 
Notably, Medvedev had denied Novak Djokovic a 
Calendar Slam by winning the US Open. 
2022 Halle Open – Doubles 
 Champions: Marcel Granollers (Spain), Horacio 

Zeballos (Argentina) 
 Runners-up: Tim Pütz (Germany), Michael Venus 

(New Zealand) 
 
Golden State Warriors win 4th NBA championship 
in 8 years 
 
Golden State Warriors defeated Boston Celtics 103-90 
in Game 6 of NBA 2022 finals to win their fourth 
championship in eight seasons. With the 4-2 win in 
finals, Warriors have now won a total of seven NBA 
titles. They are the first team to win four 
championships in an eight-year span since Chicago 
Bulls won six from 1991 to 1998. Steph Curry 
finished the series averaging 31.2 points, 6 rebounds, 
5 assists and 5.2 three-pointers per game and was 
handed the 2022 Bill Russell NBA Finals Most 
Valuable Player award.  
 National Basketball Association (NBA):  

 Founded: June 6, 1946 (as BAA) 
 Inaugural season: 1946–47 
 Commissioner: Adam Silver 
 No. of teams: 30 
 Countries: United States (29 teams), Canada (1 

team) 
 Headquarters: New York, U.S. 
 Most recent champion: Golden State Warriors 

(7th title) 
 Most titles: Boston Celtics, Los Angeles Lakers 

(17 each) 
 
ICC ODI Player Ranking 2022: Imam-Ul-Haq 
jumps past Virat Kohli 
 
Pakistan’s Imam-Ul-Haq has surpassed the former 
skipper of the Indian Cricket team, Virat Kohli, in the 
newly released ICC ODI Player Ranking 2022. Imam-
Ul-Haq was earlier in the third place in the rankings 
just below the Captain of Pakistan Cricket Team 
Babar Azam and Virat Kohli, however, brilliant 
performance in the home series has brought him four 
points clear of Kohli at number two, a career-best 
ranking for him in ICC ODI Rankings 2022. 
Pakistan’s Babar Azam has successfully retained a top 
position in the latest ICC ODI Player Rankings 2022, 
with Pakistan’s Captain holding his massive lead at 
the top of the ODI batter rankings following his 17th 
ODI century in the first match against West Indies. 
Virat Kohli, who was only second to Babar Azam in 
ICC Player Rankings now sits at the third spot with 
811 points. 
ICC ODI Ranking 2022: ICC ODI Ranking 
Batsmen 
Rank Player Country Rating 

1 Babar Azam  Pakistan  892 
2 Imam-Ul-Haq  Pakistan  815 
3 Virat Kohli  India  811 
4 Rohit Sharma  India  791 
5 Quinton de Kock  South 

Africa  
789 

6 Ross Taylor  New 
Zealand  

775 

7 Rassie Van der 
Dussen  

South 
Africa  

769 

8 Jonny Bairstow  England  746 
9 Aaron Finch  Australia  745 

10 David Warner Australia 737 
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ICC ODI Ranking 2022: ICC ODI bowling 
ranking 
Rank Player Country Rating 

1 Trent Boult New 
Zealand 

726 

2 Josh Halewood Australia 691 
3 Matt Henry New 

Zealand 
683 

4 Shaheen Afridi Pakistan 681 
5 Jasprit Bumrah India 679 
6 Mujeeb Ur 

Rahman 
Afghanistan 676 

7 Chris Woakes England 676 
8 Mehedi Hasan: Bangladesh 661 
9 Mohammad Nabi Afghanistan 657 

10 Shakib Al Hasan Bangladesh 657 
 
ICC ODI Player Ranking 2022: ICC ODI All-
rounder ranking 
Rank Player Country Points 

1 Shakib Al Hasan Bangladesh 419 
2 Mohammad Nabi Afghanistan 323 
3 Rashid Khan Afghanistan 290 
4 Chris Woakes England 268 
5 Colin de 

Grandhomme 
New 
Zealand 

262 

6 Micthell Santner New 
Zealand 

260 

7 Ben Stokes England 253 
8 Imad Wasin Pakistan 233 
9 Mehedi Hasan Bangladesh 233 

10 Zeeshan Maqsood Oman 231 
 
 
BWF Indonesia Masters 2022 winners 
 
The 2022 Indonesia Masters badminton tournament 
(officially known as the Daihatsu Indonesia Masters) 
took place at the Istora Gelora Bung Karno, Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Olympic champions Viktor Axelsen and 
Chen Yufei clinched the respective men’s and 
women’s singles titles at the BWF Indonesia Masters 
2022. 
BWF Indonesia Masters 2022: 
 Category: Winners 
 Men’s singles: Viktor Axelsen (Denmark) 
 Women’s singles: Chen Yufei (China) 
 Men’s doubles: Fajar Alfian (Indonesia) & 

Muhammad Rian Ardianto (Indonesia) 

 Women’s doubles: Chen Qingchen (China) & Jia 
Yifan (China) 

 Mixed doubles: Zheng Siwei (China) & Huang 
Yaqiong (China) 

 
Neeraj Chopra shatters own National Record with 
89.30 Metre Javelin throw 
 
Neeraj Chopra achieved a new National world record 
at Paavo Nurmi Games 2022 in Finland with his 
career’s best throw of 89.30 meters. He bagged a 
silver medal in the tournament. The 24-year-old 
scripted history on June 14, 2022, which was also his 
first International tournament after Tokyo Olympics 
2022. In Pavo Nurmi Games 2022, Finland’s 25-year-
old Oliver Helander won the gold medal with his 
second throw of 89.83 meters. The Paavo Nurmi 
Games 2022, a gold event in the World Athletics 
Continental Tour, is one of the biggest track and field 
tournaments outside the Diamond League. Neeraj 
Chopra will next compete at the Kuortane Games in 
Finland before he heads to the Stockholm leg of the 
Diamond League on June 30. Chopra will then head to 
the Athletic World Championships from July 15 to 24 
in Oregan before the Commonwealth Games starting 
on July 28. 
 
Khelo India Youth Games 2021 concludes; 
Haryana top tally with 137 medals 
 
The Khelo India Youth Games 2021 concluded, with 
Haryana grabbed  the top position in the medal tally 
with 52 gold, 39 silver and 46 bronze medals. 
Maharashtra got second position by winning 125 
medals including 45 gold, 40 silver and 40 bronze 
medals. Karnataka remained at third place with 22 
gold,17 silver and 28 bronze medalsm. The fourth 
edition of the Khelo India Youth Games saw athletes 
from over 36 states and Union Territories compete in 
25 different sports. Sikkim, Nagaland, and 
Laskhsadweep were the only participants not to win a 
single medal. Haryana, India is named as the host city.  
Note: Five new indigenous sports, mallakhamb, gatka, 
kalaripayattu, thang-ta and yogasana, have been added 
to the sports list for the 2021 edition. 
 

Saanapathi Gurunaidu clinches Gold medal in 
men's 55-kilogram event at IWF Youth World 
C'ships 
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Indian weightlifter Saanapathi Gurunaidu clinched 
Gold medal in men's 55 kilogram event at the IWF 
Youth World Championships in Leon, Mexico.  
Two other Indian weightlifters Vijay Prajapati and 
Akansha Kishor Vyavhare clinched silver medals on 
the opening day of the event. Saanapathi won Gold 
medal in men's 55 kilogram event with total lift of 230 
kilogram. He lifted 104 kilogram in Snatch winning 
Silver while 126 kilogram lifting in Clean and Jerk to 
finish on the top to grab the Gold medal. Vijay 
finished second in the Men's 49 kilogram event with a 
total lift of 175 kilogram. Vijay lifted 78 kilogram in 
Snatch and 97 kilogram in the Clean and Jerk 
category. Akanksha won the medal in the Women's 40 
kilogram category. She finished first in the Snatch 
portion of the event, lifting 59 kilogram , and third in 
the Clean and Jerk section, lifting 68 kilogram, 
earning her the silver medal with a total of 127 
kilogram. 
 
Manish Narwal, Singhraj Adhana win silver 
medals at Mixed Team 50m Pistol SH1 event in 
Chateauroux Para-Shooting World Cup 
 
The duo of Manish Narwal and Singhraj Adhana won 
silver medals at the Mixed Team 50m Pistol SH1 
event in the ongoing Chateauroux Para-Shooting 
World Cup in France. With this, India’s medal tally 
now includes three golds and two silver medals. 
Earlier, the Indian duo of Manish Narwal and Rubina 
Francis clinched the gold medal in the P6-10m Air 
Pistol Mixed event at the Chateauroux Para-Shooting 
World Cup. The Indian duo also created a new world 
record in the qualification stage with a score of 565. 
Earlier Tokyo Paralympics gold medallist Avani 
Lekhara won a gold medal with a world record score 
of 250.6 in the Women’s 10m Air Rifle and secured a 
place at the Paris Paralympics 2024. The 20-year-old 
shooter broke her own world record of 249.6. Apart 
from her, para rifle shooter Srihari Devaraddi clinched 
a gold medal in Mixed 10m Air Rifle SH2 after 
defeating Slovenia’s Tirsek F by just 0.5 points.  
 
16-yr-old Praggnanandhaa wins chess title in 
Norway 
 
Indian Grandmaster Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa 
won the Norway Chess Group A open chess 
tournament. The 16-year-old chess champion 
remained unbeaten through the nine rounds and 

finished with 7.5 points. Notably, Praggnanandhaa 
(Elo 2642) finished a full point ahead of second-
placed players. Praggnanandhaa, who was the top seed 
in the event, enhanced his reputation as one of the top 
upcoming players as he added another feather to his 
crown. He finished one point ahead of his nearest 
rivals, Israeli women International Master (IM) 
Marsel Efroimski and IM Jung Min Seo of Sweden, 
who shared the second place. 
Norway Chess Tournament 
Norway Chess is an annual closed chess tournament, 
typically taking place in the May to June time period 
every year. The first edition took place in 2013. The 
tournament has since decided to withdraw from the 
Grand Chess Tour. 
 
Mithali Raj retires from all forms of international 
cricket after 23-year-long career 
 
India Women ODI captain Mithali Raj announced her 
retirement from all forms of international cricket after 
a career spanning nearly 23 years. Mithali played 12 
Tests, 232 ODIs and 89 T20Is, scoring 10,868 
international runs. She had captained India in the ICC 
Women's World Cup earlier this year in New Zealand, 
where India failed to qualify for the semi-finals. An 
Arjuna award winner, Mithali made her debut in 1999 
at the age of 16 and over the next 2 decades became 
one of the all-time greats. As captain, Mithali led 
India to the finals of two World Cups - 2015 and 
2017. Mithali was the first batter to score seven fifties 
in a row in women's ODIs. She is the recipient of 
several national and international awards, including 
the Wisden Leading Woman Cricketer in the World in 
2017, Arjuna Award in 2003, the Padma Shri in 2015, 
and Major Dhyanchand Khel Ratna in 2021, All by 
the Government of India. 
 
Shooter Avani Lekhara wins gold with world 
record in Para World Cup 
 
Tokyo Paralympics gold medallist Avani Lekhara 
won gold at the Para Shooting World Cup with a 
world record score of 250.6 in women’s 10m Air Rifle 
Standing SH1 in Chateauroux, France. With the win, 
she has become the first Indian paralympic shooter to 
secure a spot in the 2024 Paris Paralympics. The 20-
year-old shooter broke her own world record of 249.6 
to secure her a spot at the 2024 Paris Paralympics. 
Poland's Emilia Babska won the silver medal in the 
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event with a total score of 247.6 and Sweden's Anna 
Normann won bronze with a score of 225.6.  
Avani Lekhara’s Major Awards & Honours:  
 2021 – Khel Ratna Award 
 2021 - Best Female Debut - Paralympic Award by 

International Paralympic Committee 
 2022 - Padma Shri  
 
ISSF World Cup: Ashi, Swapnil win 50m rifle 3P 
mixed gold 
 
Swapnil Kusale and Ashi Chouksey won the gold 
medal in the 50m rifle 3 positions (3P) mixed team 
competition at the ISSF World Cup 
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in Baku, Azerbaijan. The pair of 
Swapnil and Ashi beat Ukranian's Serhiy Kulish and 
Daria Tykhova 16-12. This was India's second gold in 
the tournament after the trio of Elavenil Valarivan, 
Shreya Agarwal and Ramita clinched the yellow metal 
in the 10m air rifle women's team event. Besides, the 
Indian shooters had also bagged three silvers in the 
tournament and finished second on the medals tally 
behind Korea. It was also Swapnil's first gold and 
third medal overall at the Baku World Cup. He had 
earlier won silvers in both the men's 3P individual and 
team competitions. The ISSF World Cup was 
introduced by the International Shooting Sport 
Federation in 1986 to provide a homogeneous system 
for qualification to the Olympic shooting 
competitions.  
International Shooting Sport Federation: 
 Abbreviation: ISSF 
 Founded: 1907 
 Headquarters: Munich, Germany 
 President: Vladimir Lisin 
 
Aman Sehrawat strikes gold at Bolat Turlykhanov 
Cup Wrestling tournament 
 
National champion Aman Sehrawat clinched gold 
medal while Tokyo 2020 bronze medallist Bajrang 
Punia settled for bronze of the 2022 Bolat 
Turlykhanov Cup wrestling tournament in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. Rio Olympics bronze medallist Sakshi 
Malik won her first international gold medal in almost 
five years at the Bolat Turlykhanov Cup wrestling 
tournament- a UWW Ranking Series event - at 
Almaty in Kazakhstan. With the two more medals, 
India concluded the United World Wrestling's ranking 

series with 12 medals - six golds, one silver, and five 
bronze. Five of the golds were won by women. 
2022 Bolat Turlykhanov Cup: 
 Host city: Kazakhstan Almaty, Kazakhstan 
 Champions: 
 Freestyle: Kazakhstan 
 Greco-Roman: Iran 
 Women: India 
Medal table:  
Rank Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total 
1  Iran 7 5 2 14 
2  India 6 1 5 12 
3  Kazakhstan4 12 12 28 
 
Rafael Nadal clinches 14th title with straight sets 
win over Casper Ruud 
 
The clay court champion Rafael Nadal has won his 
14th French Open title after beating first-time Grand 
Slam finalist Casper Ruud in the men's singles final. 
Nadal beat the 23-year Norwegian tennis player in 
three straight sets of 6-3, 6-3, 6-0 to claim the Roland 
Garros title. This is Nadal's recod-breaking 14th 
Roland Garros and 22nd Grand Slam. World Number 
no. 1 Iga Swiatek defeated American teenager Coco 
Gauff in the women's singles finals at French Open 
2022. 
French Open 2022: 
 Edition: 126th 
 Prize money: €43,600,000 
 Location: Paris (XVIe), France 
 Venue: Roland Garros Stadium 
2022 Champions: 
 Men's singles: Rafael Nadal (Spain) 
 Women's singles: Iga Świątek (Poland) 
 Men's doubles: Marcelo Arévalo (El Salvador) / 

Jean-Julien Rojer (Netherlands) 
 Women's doubles: Caroline Garcia (France) / 

Kristina Mladenovic (France) 
 Mixed doubles: Ena Shibahara (Japan) / Wesley 

Koolhof (Netherlands) 
 
National Spelling Bee 2022: Indian-American 
Harini Logan wins 2022 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee 
 
Harini Logan, 14, an Indian-origin teenager living in 
San Antonio, Texas, has won the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee 2022. In a first-of-its-kind spell-off 
round, Logan spelt 22 words in 90 seconds beating 
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12-year-old Indian-origin Vikram Raju. Logan's final 
winning word was 'moorhen', a kind of a water bird. 
The winner of the National Spelling Bee 2022, Harini 
Logan has won more than $50,000 in cash and prizes. 
Words in the final rounds of the National Spelling Bee 
2022 included pyrrolidone, scyllarian, Otukian and 
Senijextee. 
Scripps National Spelling Bee:  
Scripps National Spelling Bee is an annual spelling 
bee that is held in the United States. The annual 
competition is run on a not-for-profit basis by The 
E.W. Scripps company. Although most of the 
participants of the National Spelling Bee are from the 
US, the students from countries such as The Bahamas, 
China, India, Canada, Japan, Mexico, and New 
Zealand have also competed in recent years. 
 
Indian women's shooting team bags gold medal in 
10m air rifle event at ISSF World Cup 2022 in 
Baku 
 
Indian women's shooting team of Elavenil Valarivan, 
Shreya Agarwal and Ramita have bagged a gold 
medal for India in the 10m air rifle women's team 
event at the ISSF World Cup 2022 in Baku. This was 
India's first medal at the ongoing ISSF World Cup in 
Baku. The trio from India defeated Denmark 17-5 in 
the gold medal match. Tokyo Olympian Elavenil 
Valarivan shot above 10 in all the 11 series' in the 
final. Meanwhile, the men's 10m air rifle team, 
featuring Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil, Paarth Makhija 
and Deaflympics champion Dhanush Srikanth, 
narrowly missed the podium after going down 16-10 
to Croatia in the bronze medal match. 
 
FIH World Rankings 2022: India slips to fourth, 
women team rises to 6th position 
 
FIH World Rankings: The Indian Men’s Hockey team 
has slipped to the fourth spot in FIH World Hockey 
Rankings 2022. On the other hand, in a first-ever, 
Indian women's hockey team has made the country 
proud by rising to the 6th position in the world 
rankings. With this, the team has achieved their best 
ever FIH World Ranking. The Indian Women’s 
Hockey Team, with 2029.396 points, now has been 
placed in the World Hockey Rankings above Spain, 
who lost both their FIH Hockey Pro League 2021/22 
matches to Argentina and lost one each to England 
and Belgium as well. In men’s Hockey rankings, the 

Netherlands has replaced India in the third position on 
the basis of their impressive results in the FIH Pro 
League. In women’s hockey world rankings, 
Australia, England and Germany remain in third, 
fourth, and fifth place, respectively. 
 
FIH World Rankings men’s: Top 10 teams 
1. Australia 
2. Belgium 
3. Netherlands 
4. India 
5. Germany 
6. England 
7. Argentina 
8. New Zealand 
9. Spain 
10. Malaysia 
 
FIH World Rankings women’s: Top 10 teams 
1. Netherlands 
2. Argentina 
3. Australia 
4. England 
5. Germany 
6. India 
7. Spain 
8. Belgium 
9. New Zealand 
10. Japan 
 
French Open 2022: Rohan Bopanna, Matwe 
Middelkoop create History, reach first Grand Slam 
Men’s doubles Semi-Final in 7 years 
 
French Open 2022 Men's Doubles Semi Final: India's 
Rohan Bopanna reached his first Grand Slam Men's 
Doubles semifinal in seven years after he along with 
his Dutch partner Matwe Middelkoop beat Llyod 
Glasspool and Henri Heliovaara in the men's doubles 
quarterfinals of French Open 2022 on May 30th. 
Bopanna and Matwe beat the British-Finnish pair by 
4-6 6-4 7-6 (3) in a hard-fought contest. Rohan 
Bopanna had last reached the men's doubles 
semifinals of a major tennis event at the 2015 
Wimbledon Championships when he along with 
Romania's Florin Mergea had lost against Jean-Julien 
Rojer and Horia Tecau after a tough five-setter.  
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IPL 2022 Awards Winners: Orange Cap, Purple 
Cap, Emerging Player, Super Striker; Full list of 
winners 
 
IPL 2022 award winners were announced after the 
15th edition of the Indian Premier League (IPL) came 
to an end where Gujarat Titan (GT) registered a win 
over Rajasthan Royals (RR) with 7 wickets at 
Ahmedabad’s Narendra Modi Stadium. Gujarat Titans 
(GT), which was also the new addition to IPL, 
surprised everyone by lifting the Indian Premier 
League 2022 trophy. Jos Buttler won massively in IPL 
Awards 2022 after he took home the honours, 
including the powerplay of the season, game-changer 
of the season, super striker of the season, and orange 
cap among others. Emerging Player of the season 
went to Umran Malik while the Perfect Catch of the 
Season went to Evin Lewis for the catch that ended 
Kolkata Knight Riders’ Campaign in IPL 2022. As 
Gujarat Titans lifted their maiden title, the Indian 
Premier League awarded some of the extraordinary 
players with individual awards. Check the complete 
list of IPL 2022 Awards winners below. 
 
Category: Winners 
 IPL 2022 Champions: Gujarat Titans 
 Emerging Player of the Season: Umran Malik 
 Super Striker of the Season: Dinesh Karthik 
 Game Changer of the Season: Jos Buttler 
 Perfect Catch of the Season: Evin Lewis 
 Purple Cap: Yuzvendra Chahal 
 Orange Cap: Jos Buttler 
 Most Valuable Player: Jos Buttler 
 Super Striker of the Season: Jos Buttler 
 Fairplay Award: Gujarat Titans and Rajasthan 

Royals 
 Runner-up trophy: Sanju Samson 
 Fastest Delivery of the Season: Lockie Ferguson 
 Let’s Crack it Sixes Award: Jos Buttler 
 Powerplay of the Season: Jos Buttler 
 
 
 

India beats Indonesia 16-0 in Asia Cup 2022 
hockey tournament 
 
Indian men’s team slammed six goals in the final 
quarter to record a 16-0 win over Indonesia in a 
thrilling Pool A game of the Asia Cup 2022 to qualify 
for the Super 4 stage of the Asia Cup. India joined 
Japan, Malaysia, and South Korea in the Super 4 
round of the Asia Cup. India needed to win the contest 
by at least a 15-0 margin to qualify and the young side 
thrived under pressure. Both India and Pakistan 
finished on four points each in Pool A behind Japan 
but the holders qualified for the Super 4s on the basis 
of a better goal difference (1). Pakistan had lost 2-3 to 
Japan earlier in the day. This was India’s first win in 
the ongoing edition of the Asia Cup as they were held 
to a 1-1 draw by Pakistan before suffering a 2-5 defeat 
at the hands of Japan, who finished first in Pool A. 
Japan won all of their three matches in the pool. 
 
Wrestling Federation of India imposes life ban on 
Wrestler Satender Malik 
 
Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) has imposed a 
life ban on wrestler Satender Malik after he thrashed 
referee Jagbir Singh during CWG trials inside the KD 
Jadhav Hall at the IGI stadium. This was informed 
WFI's Assistant Secretary Vinod Tomar. The incident 
took place after Satender Malik lost the 125kg final 
during the Commonwealth Games 2022 trials. He 
reportedly punched the referee at the stadium, 
prompting the wrestling federation to impose a life 
ban on the wrestler. Following the ban, the wrestler 
will not be allowed to take part in any wrestling event 
from now on. Malik said that he will have to obey the 
decision of the federation. 
Wrestling Federation of India: 
 Affiliation: United World Wrestling (UWW) 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India 
 President: Brijbhushan Sharan Singh 
 Secretary: V.N. Prasood 
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Jack Dorsey announces a new platform built on 
Bitcoin Blockchain 
 
Jack Dorsey, the former Twitter CEO, announced a 
new platform on Twitter called ‘Web5’. It is a 
combination of Web3 and Web2.0 built on the bitcoin 
blockchain. Web5 promises to fix the issue of 
securing personal data. As per Twitter, “We struggle 
to secure the personal data hundreds of accounts and 
passwords we can’t remember. On the web today, 
identity and personal data have become the property 
of third parties. Web5, the potentially revolutionary 
technology will be designed to allow the users to take 
control of their own data rather than giving it away to 
the third parties. 
 
What is Web5? 
Web5 is developed by The Block Head (TBH) which 
is one of the Bitcoin Business units at Jack Dorsey’s 
block (formerly square). Web5 brings decentralized 
identity and data storage to applications. As per 
Twitter, Web 5 lets developers focus on creating 
delightful user experiences while returning the 
ownership of data and the identity to individuals 
 
Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air 
Missile successfully flight-tested by DRDO & 
Indian Navy off Odisha coast 
 
Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile 
(VL-SRSAM) was successfully flight-tested by 
Defence Research & Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and the Indian Navy from an Indian Naval 
Ship at Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur off 
the coast of Odisha on June 24, 2022. The VL-
SRSAM, a ship borne weapon system, is meant for 
neutralising various aerial threats at close ranges 
including sea-skimming targets. The launch of the 
system was conducted against a high speed aerial 
target mimicking aircraft, which was successfully 
engaged. The flight path of the vehicle along with 
health parameters were monitored using a number of 
tracking instruments deployed by ITR, Chandipur. 
The test launch was monitored by senior officials 
from DRDO & the Indian Navy. 
 
 

VL-SRSAM 
The Vertical Launch - Short Range Surface to Air 
Missile, or VL-SRSAM is a quick reaction surface-to-
air missile. 
 Detonation mechanism: Radio proximity fuze 
 Engine: Solid-propellant rocket 
 Flight altitude: 12 km (7.5 mi) 
 Launch platform: Surface Ship 
 Maximum speed: Mach 4.5 
 
Oracle launches OCI dedicated region for India 
market 
 
US-based technology major Oracle’s cloud services 
platform, Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCI) has 
launched ‘OCI dedicated region’ for the India market 
to offer public cloud services to customers on their 
premises. It will enable customers to leverage public 
cloud services on their premises while meeting strict 
latency, data residency, and data sovereignty 
requirements. According to the company, the OCI 
dedicated region requires 60-75 per cent less data 
centre space and power on average, with a 
significantly lower entry price of around $1 million a 
year for a typical customer. The new offering will 
allow Oracle to deliver over 100 OCI public cloud 
services to customers within their premises, which 
were earlier available only to public cloud consumers. 
It will also help boost the adoption of public cloud in 
the public sector, banking and other sectors that were 
so far restricted to do so due to regulatory and other 
requirements. 
Oracle:  
 Founded: 16 June 1977 
 Founder: Larry Ellison, Bob Miner, Ed Oates 
 Headquarters: Austin, Texas, US 
 CEO: Safra Ada Catz 
 
Indian Oil unveils indoor solar cooking stove, 
Surya Nutan 
 
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) has unveiled its patented 
indigenous solar cook top, “Surya Nutan”, developed 
by the oil refiner’s Faridabad R&D centre. Surya 
Nutan will aid in reducing India’s CO 2 emissions 
drastically and keep our citizens insulated from the 
vagaries of the high international fossil fuel prices.The 

Science & Technology 
 

Science & Technology
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product was demonstrated in the presence of the 
Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoPNG) HS 
Puri; Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Minister 
Giriraj Singh; Minister of State (MoS) for Commerce 
& Industry Som Prakash; MoS for Housing & Urban 
Affairs Kaushal Kishore, and Minister of Finance and 
Parliamentary Affairs of Uttar Pradesh Suresh 
Khanna. 
Surya Nutan: 
The solar cook top is a stationary, rechargeable and 
kitchen-connected indoor solar cooking system. It 
offers an online cooking mode while charging/ Surya 
Nutan works in hybrid mode, which means it can run 
on both solar and auxiliary energy sources 
simultaneously. The insulation design of the solar 
cook top minimises radiative and conductive heat 
losses. The initial cost of the product was Rs 12,000 
for the base model and Rs 23,000 for the top model. 
However, the cost is expected to reduce substantially 
with economies of scale. At present, pilot projects are 
being held in around 60 places such as Leh (Ladakh) 
to ascertain various operational and commercial 
aspects related with its application. 
 
ISRO successfully launches India's 
Communication satellite GSAT-24 from Kourou in 
French Guiana 
 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 
successfully launched communication satellite GSAT-
24 from Kourou in French Guiana. GSAT-24, built by 
ISRO for NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), was 
launched by French company Arianespace.  GSAT-24 
is a 24-Ku band communication satellite weighing 
4180 kg with pan-India coverage for meeting DTH 
application needs. It was the first demand driven 
communication satellite mission undertaken by NSIL 
post space sector reforms. NSIL, a Government of 
India company under the Department of Space, has 
leased the entire satellite capacity to Tata Play. 
NSIL:  
 Founded: 6 March 2019 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
 CMD: Radhakrishnan Durairaj 
 Director (Technical & Strategy): A. Arunachalam  
 Services: Transponder provisioning, Satellite 

launch, Spacecraft and Subsystems, Mission 
Support & Ground Infrastructure for Space based 
Needs 

 

China launches third, most 'advanced aircraft' 
carrier named 'Fujian' 
 
China launched its third aircraft carrier, the country's 
most advanced as well as the first "fully domestically 
built" naval vessel, as an aggressive Beijing sought to 
extend the range of its navy in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region. The aircraft carrier named 'Fujian' was 
launched at a brief ceremony held at the Shanghai's 
Jiangnan Shipyard. The Fujian is China's first 
domestically designed and built catapult aircraft 
carrier. The 3rd aircraft carrier built by China State 
Shipbuilding Corporation Limited has a displacement 
of more than 80,000 tonnes and is equipped with 
electromagnetic catapults and arresting devices. 
Fujian is the name of China's eastern coastal province 
of Fujian. China's first aircraft carrier, the 'Liaoning', 
was a refit of the Soviet-era ship commissioned in 
2012 followed by the indigenously built 2nd aircraft 
carrier 'Shandong' in 2019.Liaoning and Shandong are 
names of two provinces of China. 
China:  
 President: Xi Jinping  
 Capital: Beijing 
 Currency: Renminbi 
 
India test fires Prithvi, 2nd nuclear-capable missile 
in 10 days 
 
India carried out another test of its other nuclear-
capable missile, Prithvi, nearly 10 days after the 
routine test of Agni was carried out. The missile is a 
proven system and is capable of striking targets with 
very high precision, adding that the "user training 
launch successfully validated all operational and 
technical parameters of the missile".The test comes 
days after India tested its Intermediate Range Ballistic 
Missile Agni-IV on June 6, which can travel as far as 
4,000 km.  
Prithvi-II missile:  
Developed by DRDO, Prithvi-II is a single-stage 
missile — nine-metres tall, single-stage liquid-fuelled 
and powered by liquid propulsion twin engines. It is a 
state-of-the-art missile with a strike range of 350 km 
and is capable of carrying 500-1,000 kilograms of 
warheads. It uses Advanced Inertial Guidance System 
(AIGS) with a manoeuvring trajectory to hit its target 
with high accuracy. Prithvi is the first missile to have 
been developed by the DRDO under the Integrated 
Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP). 
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Inducted into India's armed forces in 2003, it was first 
used by the Indian Air Force as the primary user, and 
the variant has been inducted into the Army as well 
since then. What makes Prithvi-II stand apart is that it 
is capable of carrying nuclear weapons and attacking 
even at night being launched from a mobile launcher. 
 
Microsoft to retire Internet Explorer after 27 years 
 
Microsoft has finally decided to retire the internet 
explorer after 27 years. The web browser was first 
launched in 1995 as part of the add-on package Plus! 
for Windows 95 that year. Later versions of Internet 
explorer were available for free downloads, or in 
service packs and were included in the original 
equipment manufacturer (OEM) service releases of 
Windows 95 and later versions of Windows. While 
informing Microsoft shutting down Internet Explorer, 
Microsoft Edge Program Manager Sean Lyndersay 
said that the Internet Explorer 11 desktop will be 
retired and go out of support on June 15, for certain 
versions of Windows 10. 
Why Microsoft has decided to retire Internet 
Explorer? 
Reportedly, Internet Explorer reached its peak in 2003 
with around 95 per cent usage share. However, with 
the release of the new browsers from other 
competitors, the user base of internet explorer fell 
further in the years that followed. Microsoft 365 
ended the support for Internet Explorer on August 17, 
2021, and Microsoft teams ended the support for IE 
on November 30, 2020. Internet Explorer is all set for 
discontinuation on June 15, 2022. 
 
PM Modi inaugurates IN-SPACe HQ in Gujarat 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 
headquarters of the Indian National Space Promotion 
and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) in Bopal, 
Ahmedabad.  
What is INSPACe? 
INSPACe is an independent nodal agency under 
Department of Space for allowing space activities and 
using of Department of Space-owned facilities by 
non-government private entities and ensuring greater 
private participation in the sector. 
INSPACe Composition 
IN-SPACe Chairman- The organisation is chaired by 
Pawan Goenka. It comprises technical experts for 
space activities along with safety expert, academic 

experts and legal and strategic experts from other 
departments. It also comprises members from PMO 
and MEA of Government of India. 
INSPACe Objective 
The organisation will take care of the needs and 
demands of private players, including educational and 
research institutions. It will also explore ways to 
accommodate these requirements in consultation with 
ISRO. The private entities will now be able utilise the 
existing ISRO infrastructure to carry out their space-
related activities. 
 
 
What is Amyloidosis, the condition that Pak's ex-
Prez Pervez Musharraf is suffering from? 
 
Amyloidosis is when an abnormal protein called 
amyloid builds up in your tissues and organs. Amyloid 
proteins are abnormal proteins the body cannot break 
down and recycle. When it does, it affects their shape 
and how they work. Amyloidosis is a serious health 
problem that can lead to life-threatening organ failure. 
Cause 
Many different proteins can lead to amyloid deposits, 
but only a few have been linked to major health 
problems. The type of protein and where it collects 
tells the type of amyloidosis you have. Amyloid 
deposits may collect throughout your body or in just 
one area. 
Treatment: 
Treatments may include chemotherapy similar to that 
used to combat cancer. Your doctor may suggest 
medications to reduce amyloid production and to 
control symptoms. Some people may benefit from 
organ or stem cell transplants. 
Why in News? 
Former Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf is 
suffering from Amyloidosis.  
 
NASA’s DAVINCI Mission is set to launch in 2029 
 
NASA is set to launch a mission called “DAVINCI 
Mission”. DAVINCI stands for “Deep Atmosphere 
Venus Investigation of Noble gases, Chemistry and 
Imaging Mission”. The mission will fly by Venus and 
explore its harsh atmosphere in 2029. It will be the 
first mission to study Venus by means of both flybys 
and descent. Spacecraft is likely to explore layered 
Venusian atmosphere. It will reach Venusian surface 
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by June 2031. The mission would capture data Venus, 
that scientists are trying to measure since early 1980s. 
DAVINCI spacecraft: 
DAVINCI spacecraft will serve as a flying chemistry 
lab. It can measure different aspects of atmosphere 
and climate of Venus. Spacecraft will take the first 
descent images of its highlands. Instruments on the 
spacecraft will also be able to map Venusian surface 
as well as detect composition of mountainlike 
highlands of Venus’. This lab will paint a picture of 
layered Venus’s atmosphere as well as the picture of 
how it interacts with surface in Alpha Regio 
mountains. 
 
WhatsApp launches SMBSaathi Utsav to help 
small biz adopt digital mediums 
 
Whatsapp launched SMBSaathi Utsav initiative which 
aims to support small businesses by helping them to 
adopt digital mediums like Whatsapp Business App. 
Utsav has started the initiative with a pilot in Jaipur’s 
Johri Bazaar and Bapu Bazaar where over 500 small 
businesses are being trained. The initiative was 
launched in the collaboration with Josh Talks. The 
SMBSaathi Utsav is the second phase of the 
SMBSaathi campaign. 
WhatsApp: 
 Founded: 2009 
 CEO: Will Cathcart 
 Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United 

States 
 Founders: Jan Koum, Brian Acton 
 Parent organization: Facebook 
 
Moon Map: China releases world’s most detailed 
map of the moon 
 
A new comprehensive geological map of the moon 
has been released by China. It is being called the most 
detailed map of the moon to date and is expected to 
make a vital contribution. The project of the world’s 
most detailed map of the moon has been led by the 
Institute of Geochemistry of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, along with other organizations such as the 
China University of Geosciences, the Chinese 
Academy of Geological Science, and Shandong 
University. Earlier in 2020, the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Astrogeology Science 
Centre released the map of the moon to a scale of 
1:5,000,000. 

Moon Map Released by China: All you need to 
know 
1. The new comprehensive geological map of the 
moon released by China is to a scale of 1:2,500,000. It 
is the most detailed moon map to date. 
2. The moon map includes the 12,341 impact craters, 
17 rock types, 81 impact basins, and 14 types of 
structures. 
3. The new significant details of moon map have 
provided abundant information the geology of the 
moon and its evolution. 
4. The most detailed map of the moon was published 
by Science Bulletin on May 30, 2022. 
 
Prime Minister to inaugurate Biotech Startup 
Expo - 2022 in New Delhi  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 
Biotech Startup Expo - 2022 at Pragati Maidan in 
New Delhi. The Biotech Startup Expo - 2022 is a two-
day event being held on the 9th and 10th of this 
month. It is being organised by the Department of 
Biotechnology and Biotechnology Industry Research 
Assistance Council BIRAC. It is being held to mark 
the completion of ten years of setting up of BIRAC. 
The theme of the Expo is ‘Biotech Startup 
Innovations: Towards AatmaNirbhar Bharat’. The 
Expo will act as a platform to connect entrepreneurs, 
investors, industry leaders, scientists, researchers, bio-
incubators, manufacturers, regulators, government 
officials, etc. 300 stalls will be set up at the Expo, 
which will showcase the applications of 
biotechnology in various fields such as healthcare, 
genomics, biopharma, agriculture, industrial 
biotechnology, waste-to-value, and clean energy, 
among others. 
 
Agni-4 Missile: India successfully tests nuclear 
capable Agni-4 missile 
 
India on June 7, 2022, conducted a successful test of 
the Agni-4 ballistic missile. The test of the Agni-4 
ballistic missile which has a strike range of 4,000 kms 
took place as part of the night user trial in the 
operational configuration by the Strategic Forced 
Command (SFC). The two-stage Agni-4 surface to 
surface missile was flight tested from Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam Island, off the Odisha Coast. The test of the 
Agni-4 Missile by India has come amid the continuing 
military confrontation with China in Eastern Ladakh.  
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The conflict has entered its third year now without 
showing any signs of de-escalation in the high-altitude 
region. Agni-4 is the fourth in the Agni series of 
missiles that have been developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 
DRDO 
 Chairman: Dr G Satheesh Reddy 
 Headquarters: DRDO Bhavan, New Delhi 
 Founded: 1958 
 Subsidiary: Gas Turbine Research Establishment 
 
PM Modi to launch national portal for credit 
linked govt schemes  
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the 
national portal for credit-linked government schemes- 
Jan Samarth Portal in New Delhi. It is a one-stop 
digital portal linking Government credit schemes. The 
portal is also a first of its kind platform which directly 
connects beneficiaries to lenders. The main purpose of 
Jan Samarth portal is to encourage inclusive growth 
and development of various sectors by guiding and 
providing them with the right type of government 
benefits through simple and easy digital processes. On 
the occasion, Prime Minister will inaugurate a Digital 
Exhibition which traces the journey of the two 
Ministries over the past eight years. Prime Minister 
will also release special series of one, two, five, ten 
and twenty rupees coins. These special series of coins 
will have the theme of the logo of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav and will also be easily identifiable to the 
visually impaired persons.  
 
China's Geely launches 1st 9 low-orbit satellites for 
self-driving cars 
 
China's Zhejiang Geely Holding Group conducted its 
first successful satellite launch, sending nine into low 
earth orbit as it builds out a satellite network to 
provide more accurate navigation for autonomous 
vehicles. The self-designed and manufactured 
GeeSAT-1 satellites, were launched from the Xichang 
Satellite Launch Center in the southwestern province 
of Sichuan. Geely expects another 63 to be in orbit by 
2025 and eventually plans to have a constellation of 
240. With the launch, Geely becomes the second 
major automaker to have an allied space business. 
SpaceX, owned by Tesla Inc Chief Executive Elon 
Musk, has more than 2,000 satellites in orbit for its 
Starlink network that offers commercial internet 

services. Starlink plans to have a first-generation 
network of 4,408 satellites. While SpaceX uses its 
own rockets to launch its satellites, Geely used a Long 
March 2C rocket developed and operated by a 
Chinese state-owned entity to launch the nine. The 
satellites have an operating lifespan of five years and 
will disintegrate in earth's atmosphere without leaving 
any space debris. Note: China currently has more than 
400 satellites deployed in space, including 
commercially owned satellites. 
 
 
NCTE Launches Portal to Simplify Process of 
Recognition of Teacher Education Programme 
 
National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) has 
launched an online portal to simplify the process of 
recognition of teacher education programs in higher 
education institutions. The portal launched to 
streamline the process seeks to help right from the 
time of inviting application for courses till the stage of 
issue of recognition orders including the inspection of 
institutions. The applications for the recently launched 
four-year integrated teacher education programmes 
(ITEP) applications will be processed on this portal. 
 
INS Gomati decommissioned at Naval Dockyard in 
Mumbai 
 
INS Gomati was decommissioned at the Naval 
Dockyard under the command of Captain Sudip 
Malik. INS Gomati derives her name from the vibrant 
river Gomti and was commissioned on 16 April 1988 
by then Defence Minister, KC Pant, at Mazgaon Dock 
Ltd, Bombay. The third ship of the Godavari class 
guided-missile frigates, INS Gomati was also the 
oldest warrior of the western fleet when 
decommissioned. INS Gomati participated in 
numerous operations including Cactus, Parakram and 
Rainbow, and several bilateral and multinational naval 
exercises. IMS Gomati was twice awarded the coveted 
Unit Citation, in 2007-08 and again in 2019-20, for 
remarkable spirit and stellar contribution to national 
maritime security. 
After INS Gomati’s decommissioning: 
The ship’s legacy will be kept alive in an open-air 
museum being set up on the picturesque banks of the 
eponymous river Gomti in Lucknow where several of 
her combat systems will be displayed as military and 
war relics. 
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Gopi Chand Narang, the Renaissance Man of 
Urdu, passes away 

 
 
Renowned Urdu scholar, linguist, theorist, literary 
critic, and former Chairperson of Sahitya Akademi 
Professor, Gopi Chand Narang has passed away at 91.  
He was a Professor Emeritus at the University of 
Delhi and Jamia Millia Islamia. He has been honoured 
with the Padma Bhushan (2004) and Sahitya Akademi 
Awards (1995). He incorporated a range of modern 
theoretical frameworks, including stylistics, 
structuralism, post-structuralism, and Sanskrit poetics. 
 
Long distance running legend Hari Chand passes 
away 

 
 
Long distance great Hari Chand, a two-time Olympian 
and a double Asian Games gold medallist, passed 
away in Jalandhar. He was 69. Chand won the 5000 
and 10,000m gold at the 1978 Bangkok Asiad and 
also the 10,000m title at the 1975 Asian 
Championships in Seoul. Chand, who hailed from 
Ghorewaha village in Punjab’s Hoshiarpur District, 
made waves with his barefoot running and broke the 
10,000m National record at the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics which stood for 32 years before falling to 
Surendra Singh. He was eighth in his heats in 
Montreal, clocking 28:48.72s. And in the next 
Olympics, in Moscow 1980, he was 10th in the 

10,000m heats and finished 31st in the marathon 
which had 74 runners. 
 
Former Sony CEO Nobuyuki Idei passes away at 
84 

 
 
Former Sony CEO Nobuyuki Idei died of liver failure, 
aged 84. Idei joined the company in 1960 and served 
as CEO from 1998 to 2005. He held leadership roles 
in Sony's audio, home video and creative 
communication divisions. Idei stepped down in 2005 
to take responsibility for slumping earnings. 
Sony:  
 Founded: 7 May 1946 
 Founders: Masaru Ibuka, Akio Morita 
 Headquarters: Sony City, Minato, Tokyo, Japan 
 Chairman of the board: Shuzo Sumi 
 Chairman, President & CEO: Kenichiro Yoshida 
 
Renowned Santoor maestro Pandit Bhajan Sopori 
passes away 

 
 
Santoor maestro Pandit Bhajan Sopori passed away in 
Gurugram. He was 74. He was suffering from colon 
cancer. He was former Director of Music at All India 
Radio and looked after Hindustani Classical Music. 
Born in 1948, Pandit Bhajan Sopori hailed from the 
Sopore valley of Kashmir. He belonged to the Sufiana 
gharana of Indian classical music. Bhajan Sopori 

Obituary 
 

Obituary
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delivered his first performance at the age of five in 
1953. In a career spanning over several decades, he 
performed in Egypt, England, Germany as well as the 
US. He learned western classical music from 
Washington University and Hindustani from his 
grandfather, SC Sopori, and father, Shambhoo Nath. 
In fact, Bhajan Sopori also taught music at 
Washington University. Sopori was honoured with the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1992 and the 
Padma Shri in 2004 for his contribution to Indian 
classical music. 
 
Noted Singer KK passes away after live 
performance in Kolkata 

 
 
Popular singer Krishnakumar Kunnath, known as KK, 
passed away after a live performance in Vivekananda 
College Fest - Prayaas 2K22 at Nazrul Mancha in 
Kolkata on May 31, 2022. The 53-year-old reportedly 
felt unwell while performing and collapsed after 
returning to his hotel in Kolkata. KK was not only 
popular in Bollywood but had also recorded hit songs 
in Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, Bengali and 
Marathi among others. Krishnakumar Kunnath, 
popularly known as KK, made his debut with the solo 
album titled Pal with music composed by Lesle Lewis. 
The album became a rage among the youngsters with 
its title track 'Yeh Pal' and songs 'Yaaron' and 'Aap ki 
Dua'. KK got his Bollywood break with "Tadap 
Tadap" from Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam in 1999. He 
had though sung a small portion of the evergreen song 
"Chhod Aaye Hum" from Gulzar's Maachis in 1996.  

He released his second album Humsafar after a gap of 
almost eight years in January 2008. The album 
included hit songs such as 'Dekho Na', 'Yeh Kahan 
Mil Gaye Hum', 'Aasman Ke' and 'Rain Bhai Kaari'. 
KK also sung songs for television serials including 
Shaka Laka Boom Boom, Just Mohabbat, 
Kkavyanjali, Kuch Jhuki Si Palkein, Hip Hip Hurray 
and Just Dance.  
 
Sidhu Moose Wala: Punjabi singer and rapper 
shot dead 

 
 
29-year old Punjabi singer, Sidhu Moose Wala was 
shot dead by unidentified assailants in Jawaharke 
village of Mansa district, Punjab. The incident 
happened a day after the Punjab Police ordered the 
withdrawal of security of his security along with more 
than 420 people, including former MLAs, Jathedars of 
two Takhts, heads of Deras, and police officers. 
Sidhu Moose Wala: 
Born on June 17, 1993, Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu aka 
Sidhu Moose Wala belonged to the Moose Wala 
village in Mansa district. Moose Wala had a fan 
following running into millions and was popular for 
his rap. Moose Wala held a degree in electrical 
engineering. He had learned music during his college 
days and had later moved to Canada. Sidhu Moose 
Wala had contested this year’s Punjab assembly 
election on a Congress ticket from Mansa and was 
defeated by AAP candidate Vijay Singla by a huge 
margin of 63,000 votes. 
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First Indian to be recognised as Global SDG 
Pioneer by UNGC 
 
Ramkrishna Mukkavilli has become the first Indian to 
be recognised as the Global Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) Pioneer for water stewardship by the 
United Nations Global Compact (UNGC). It is for the 
first time that an Indian has been recognised for the 
position. 10 new SDG Pioneers were recognised by 
the UN Global Compact- the business leaders who are 
doing an exceptional job to advance the Sustainable 
Development Goals through the implementation of the 
UN Global Compact Ten Principles on the 
environment, human rights, anti-corruption, and 
labour. 
 
Who is Ramkrishna Mukkavilli? 
Ramkrishna Mukkavilli is the founder and the 
Managing Director of Maithri Aquatech, a Make-in-
India company. Mukkabilli has been recognized for 
his work in building water security with nature-based 
water solutions across India and 27 countries spanning 
the Middle East, South East Asia, and Africa. 
Following this, Mukkavilli was recognized as one of 
the 10 new SDG pioneers for 2022. 
 
What was the role of Ramkrishna Mukkavilli’s 
firm in water stewardship? 
Ramkrishna Mukkavilli’s company’s unique solution- 
Meghdoot, is based on an alternative water concept 
which is known as Atmospheric Water Generation 
that taps into a vast, renewable water resource- AIR, 
which contains six times as much fresh water as all 
the rivers on the planet combined. The proven 
technology has already met the requirements of the 
domestic consumers in water-scarce locations, top 
Fortune 500 companies, large-public sector 
companies, schools, hospitals, under-served 
communities, and many others. To date, Maithri 
Aquatech has generated over 100 million liters of 
fresh water from the air and has saved an estimated 
200 million liters of crucial groundwater resources 
from exploitation. 
 
 
 
 

The Global Liveability Index 2022 released, 
Austria's Vienna has been ranked most liveable 
city while Syria's Damascus has been adjudged as 
the least liveable city 
 
As per Economist Intelligence Unit's The Global 
Liveability Index 2022, Austria's Vienna has been 
ranked as the most liveable city. Vienna also topped 
the rankings in 2018 and 2019. In second place is 
Denmark's Copenhagen, while Canada's Calgary has 
jumped from 18th position to join Switzerland's 
Zurich in joint third. As many as six European cities 
feature in top 10. On the other hand, Syria's capital 
Damascus has been adjudged as the least liveable city.  
Other least liveable cities include Nigeria's Lagos, 
Libya's Tripoli and Algeria's Algiers. Note: Wars, 
conflicts and terrorism are the biggest factors 
weighing down the ten lowest-ranked cities, of which 
seven are from Middle East and Africa, the report 
said. 
Global Liveability Index 2022 
The Global Livability Ranking is a yearly assessment 
published by the Economist Intelligence Unit, ranking 
140 global cities for their urban quality of life based 
on assessments of stability, healthcare, culture and 
environment, education and infrastructure. Auckland 
has been ranked the most liveable city in 2021. 
 
India now the fourth largest gold recycling 
country: World Gold Council 
 
India has emerged as the fourth largest gold recycling 
country in 2021, recycling 75 tons, or 6.5 per cent of 
the total gold recycled across the globe, said a recent 
report by the World Gold Council (WGC). Over the 
past five years, 11 per cent of India's gold supply 
came from 'old gold'; driven by movements in the 
gold price, future gold price expectations and wider 
economic outlook, the WGC report said. When the 
gold price jumps people tend to sell their gold 
holdings either to gain from the price rise or to avoid 
spending on new gold jewellery. Research from 
Metals Focus found that the percentage of consumers 
exchanging old jewellery increases when the gold 
price rises, and when the economy is under stress– 
gold is sold to meet every day needs. In the short run, 
a 1 per cent increase in the price of gold pushes 

Miscellaneous Events 
 

Miscellaneous Events
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recycling up by 0.6 per cent. Conversely, positive 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth in the same 
year and the previous year pushes recycling down by 
0.3 per cent and 0.6 per cent, respectively. In addition, 
a 1 per cent increase in jewellery demand pushes 
recycling down by 0.1 per cent. 
World Gold Council 
 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 
 CEO: David Tait 
 Founded: 1987 
 President: Kelvin Dushnisky 
 Subsidiaries: World Gold Council USA Inc, 

World Gold Council, Research Division 
 
SoftBank overseas business chief quits after 6 
months in the role 
 
SoftBank has appointed Alex Clavel as chief 
executive of SoftBank Group International unit, 
replacing Michel Combes who quit after just six 
months in the role. Clavel takes charge of a 
hodgepodge of assets including chip designer Arm, 
which SoftBank hopes to list, and stakes in satellite 
company OneWeb, telco T-Mobile US Inc and 
robotics firm Boston Dynamics. Clavel earlier spent 
19 years at Morgan Stanley before joining SoftBank 
in 2015. He had participated in the restructuring of 
office space-sharing firm WeWork and the integration 
of Latin American funds into the Vision Fund. 
SoftBank:  
 Founded: 3 September 1981 
 Founder: Masayoshi Son 
 Headquarters: Tokyo, Japan 
 Chairman and CEO: Masayoshi Son 
 
Start-up ecosystem: Kerala ranks top in Asia in 
global report 
 
Providing a boost for Kerala’s start-up ecosystem, the 
State has been ranked first in Asia in Affordable 
Talent in Global Startup Ecosystem Report (GSER). 
The State has also been ranked fourth in global 
ranking in the GSER, drawn up jointly by policy 
advisory and research organisation Startup Genome 
and Global Entrepreneurship Network. In the first 
GSER published in 2020, Kerala was ranked 5th in 
Asia and 20th in the world.  
In cities category: 
As per the report released by the policy advisory and 
research firm Startup Genome, the city of Bengaluru 

has moved up to number 22 in the Global Startup 
Ecosystem ranking. Bengaluru’s tech ecosystem value 
is at $105 billion which is higher than that of 
Singapore at $89 billion and Tokyo at $62 billion, 
report showed. 
Global Startup Ecosystem Report: 
The GSER was released in the backdrop of the 
ongoing London Tech Week 2022, which brings 
together global governments and corporate leaders, 
inspirational start-up founders and investors to discuss 
the power of technology for societies. The report 
includes ranking of the leading 140 ecosystems, 
continental insights, and founder-focussed articles 
from thought-leading experts. Top Asian emerging 
ecosystems were measured on the basis of talent, 
experience, long-term trends over the most significant 
performance factors and the ability to generate and 
keep talent in the ecosystem. 
 
Top 10 nations on World Competitiveness Index as 
India jumps 6 places 
 
Denmark has been ranked 1st on World 
Competitiveness Index released by International 
Institute for Management Development. Switzerland 
slipped from the top ranking to the second position 
and Singapore regained the third spot from fifth. 
Others in the top 10 include Sweden at the fourth 
position, followed by Hong Kong SAR (5th), the 
Netherlands (6th), Taiwan (7th), Finland (8th), 
Norway (9th) and the USA (10th). Meanwhile, the 
top-performing Asian economies are Singapore (3rd), 
Hong Kong (5th), Taiwan (7th), China (17th) and 
Australia (19th). India has witnessed the sharpest rise 
among the Asian economies, with a six-position jump 
from 43rd to 37th rank. The top five attractive factors 
of India’s economy for business are – a skilled 
workforce, cost competitiveness, dynamism of the 
economy, high educational level and open and 
positive attitudes. The IMD World Competitiveness 
Ranking (WCR) found that inflationary pressures are 
affecting the competitiveness of national economies 
along with COVID, and the invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia. IMD business school in Switzerland and 
Singapore released the 2022 World Competitiveness 
Ranking. Its think-tank, IMD World Competitiveness 
Center, ranks 63 economies and assesses the extent to 
which a country promotes the prosperity of its people 
by measuring economic well-being via hard data and 
survey responses from executives. 
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Founding Member of BharatPe Satyam Nathani 
Quits 
 
In another major exit at merchant payments and 
lending fintech BharatPe, the company's founding 
member Satyam Nathani has resigned. Nathani's 
resignation comes just days after the exits of chief 
revenue officer Nishit Sharma and head of 
institutional debt partnerships Chandrima Dhar. This 
comes at a time when the Tiger Global and Sequoia 
Capital-backed company is in the midst of an overhaul 
of its corporate governance systems and will claw 
back restricted shares of estranged cofounder Ashneer 
Grover. Nathani was instrumental in building the 
company's tech products and the backbone of the tech 
team at BharatPe. A dropout from IIT Delhi, Nathani 
joined BharatPe straight out of college and led the 
building of the first prototype BharatPe's QR code 
besides other offerings like pay later product PostPe 
and peer-to-peer lending product 12% Club. Note: 
Satyam Nathani was also set to play an important role 
in Unity Small Finance Bank, formerly PMC Bank, 
which was acquired through a joint venture between 
BharatPe and Centrum Financial Services. 
BharatPe 
 Founded: 20 March 2018 
 CEO: Suhail Sameer 
 Headquarters location: New Delhi 
 Founders: Ashneer Grover, Shashvat Nakrani 
 
QS World University Rankings 2023: Top Global 
Universities 
 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), London-based global 
higher education has released the 19th edition of the 
world’s most consulted international university 
ranking. The QS World University Rankings 2023 
ranks the top 900 universities based on 8 key ranking 
indicators. This is the largest ever ranking with 1,418 
institutions across one hundred locations up from 
1300 in the previous year. The ranking was topped by 
the United States(US)’s Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) followed by the University of 
Cambridge in the United Kingdom(UK) and Stanford 
University(US). 
QS World University Rankings 2023: Globally 
1: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
Cambridge, United States  
2: University of Cambridge Cambridge, United 
Kingdom  
3: Stanford University Stanford, United States  

QS World University Rankings 2023: List of top 
universities in India 
1: IISc Bangalore  
2: IIT Bombay  
3: IIT Delhi  
4: IIT Madras  
5: IIT Kanpur  
6: IIT Kharagpur  
7: IIT Roorkee  
8: IIT Guwahati  
9: IIT Indore  
10: University of Delhi 
 
India ranks lowest among 180 countries in global 
environment performance index 
 
India occupies the last spot in the 2022 Environmental 
Performance Index released by Yale and Columbia 
University researchers. The Index ranked 180 
countries using 40 indicators of environmental health. 
India's rank is 180 with a total score of 18.9, and in 
the last decade the performance has gone down by 0.6 
scores. Pakistan is ranked at 176 with a score of 24.6 
and Bangladesh is at 177 with a score of 23.2. Nepal 
is ranked at 162 and Srilanka at 132, while Bhutan is 
at 85 and Afghanistan at 81. 
Global Performance: 
Denmark is on the top of the index with an EPI score 
of 77.9. Among the top 5 are United Kingdom, 
Finland, Malta, and Sweden. United States is ranked 
at 43 with and EPI score of 51. "The aggregate 
ranking puts the United States behind wealthiest 
western democracies, including France (12th), 
Germany (13th), Australia (17th), Italy (23rd), and 
Japan (25th) 
India's Score 
India has been given an EPI score of 18.9 EPI. The 
three primary categories under which scores have 
been given are ecosystem vitality, environmental 
health and climate change performance. 
 
Punjab and Sind Bank MD and CEO S Krishnan 
retires 
 
Punjab & Sind Bank Limited, an Indian nationalised 
bank, announced that its MD & CEO, S Krishnan to 
retire from the role. He was appointed as Managing 
Director & Chief Executive Officer of Punjab & Sind 
Bank from the date of assumption of office till the 
date of his superannuation, i.e. 31.05.2022 or until 
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further orders, whichever is earlier. It is now informed 
that Shri S Krishnan has retired upon his 
superannuation on 31.05.2022. S Krishnan, a 
postgraduate in Commerce (M.Com) and qualified 
Cost Accountant (ICMA), took charge as Managing 
Director & Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of 
Punjab & Sind Bank on 4th September 2020. Prior to 
joining Punjab & Sind Bank as MD & CEO, Krishnan 
was Executive Director of Syndicate Bank and Canara 
Bank. He started his carrier in Indian Bank in January 
1983. He has a long and varied field of banking and 
administrative experience of nearly 38 years. 
Punjab & Sind Bank Limited: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founder: Vir Singh 
 Founded: 24 June 1908 
 
Meta COO Sheryl Sandberg to step down after 14 
years 
 
Sheryl Sandberg is stepping down from Meta 
(formerly Facebook) after 14 years at the company. 
Sandberg was the chief operating officer (COO) at the 
company and was famously seen as the second-in-
command after Zuckerberg. She was responsible for 
driving many changes in Facebook and its other apps, 
such as Instagram, Messenger and WhatsApp. She 
plans to focus more on her foundation and 
philanthropic work. Sandberg will officially leave the 
company by the fall of this year. She will continue to 
serve on Meta’s board of directors. 
 
Meta 
 Founded: February 2004 
 CEO: Mark Zuckerberg 
 CTO: Mike Schroepfer 
 CFO: David Wehner 
 Subsidiaries: WhatsApp, Meta Platforms Ireland, 

Giphy, etc. 
 Headquarters: Menlo Park, California, United 

States 
 Founders: Mark Zuckerberg, Andrew McCollum, 

Dustin Moskovitz, Eduardo Saverin, Chris 
Hughes 

 

Forbes Releases 2022 30 Under 30 Asia List 
Forbes magazine has released the 7th edition of the 
Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia List 2022, featuring 10 
categories each honouring 30 individuals under the 
age of 30. The list was edited by Rana Wehbe 
Watson. The honourees on the list represent 22 
countries and territories across the Asia-Pacific 
region. India tops the list in terms of the number of 
entries with 61, followed by Singapore (34), Japan 
(33), Australia (32), Indonesia (30) and China (28).  
The average age of the 2022 list is 26.8 and the 
youngest honouree on the list is 14-year old Japanese 
Olympics skateboarding gold-medalist Momiji 
Nishiya. 
The 2022 List: 
Categories in the 30 Under 30 Asia list 2022 are The 
Arts (Art & Style, Food & Drink); Entertainment & 
Sports; Finance & Venture Capital; Media, Marketing 
& Advertising; Retail & eCommerce; Enterprise 
Technology; Industry, Manufacturing & Energy; 
Healthcare & Science; Social Impact; and Consumer 
Technology. The honourees, Entrepreneurs and 
innovators, featured on the 2022 list are working 
towards reconnecting Asia following the disruption 
and isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Jack Dorsey steps down from Twitter board 
 
Jack Dorsey has stepped down from the Twitter board 
of directors. Dorsey quit as Twitter CEO in November 
last year, handing over the post to Indian-origin Parag 
Agrawal who was then the CTO of the company. Post 
Dorsey’s exit, Twitter CTO Parag Agrawal was 
elevated as the CEO of the company. Agrawal, an IIT 
Bombay alumni, joined Twitter 11 years ago after 
briefly working at AT&T, Yahoo, and Microsoft. In 
2017, he became Twitter's CTO. Dorsey was full of 
praise for Agarwal in his exit email to employees. 
Twitter:  
 CEO: Parag Agrawal 
 Founded: 21 March 2006 
 Headquarters: San Francisco, California, United 

States 
 Owner: Elon Musk 
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IND-INDO CORPAT  
 
The 38th India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (IND-
INDO CORPAT) between the Indian Navy Units of 
Andaman & Nicobar Command (ANC) and 
Indonesian Navy is being conducted from June 13 to 
24 2022 in the Andaman Sea and Straits of Malacca.  
The 38th CORPAT is the first post pandemic 
Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) between the two 
countries. It includes a visit by the Indonesian Navy 
units to ANC at Port Blair from June 13 to 15, 2022 
followed by a Sea Phase in the Andaman Sea and visit 
by IN Units to Sabang (Indonesia) from June 23 to 24, 
2022. As part of Government of India’s vision of 
SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the Region), 
Naval Component under the aegis of HQ ANC 
undertakes coordinated patrols with other littoral 
countries of the Andaman Sea along respective 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) towards enhancing 
regional maritime security. 
 
CORPAT: 
The two Navies have been carrying out CORPAT 
along their International Maritime Boundary Line 
(IMBL) since 2002. This has helped build 
understanding and interoperability between both the 
Navies and has facilitated measures to prevent and 
suppress Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) 
fishing, drug trafficking, maritime terrorism, armed 
robbery and piracy, etc. The IND-INDO CORPAT 
contributes towards forging strong bonds of friendship 
across the Andaman Sea and Straits of Malacca. 
 
Ex Khaan Quest 2022 
 
Multinational peacekeeping exercise- Ex Khaan Quest 
2022 featuring participation from military contingents 
from 16 countries including India commenced in 

Mongolia. President of Mongolia, Ukhnaagiin 
Khurelsukh inaugurated the exercise. Indian Army is 
represented by a contingent from the Ladakh Scouts. 
The 14-day exercise is aimed at enhancing 
interoperability, building military to military 
relationships, developing peace support operations 
and military readiness among participating nations. 
The military exercise will enhance the level of 
defence co-operation among participating countries.  
 
Mongolia:  
 Capital: Ulaanbaatar 
 Currency: Mongolian tögrög 
 President: Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh 
 
EX SAMPRITI-X 
 
As part of the ongoing India Bangladesh bilateral 
defence cooperation, a joint military training exercise 
Ex SAMPRITI-X is being conducted at Jashore 
Military Station in Bangladesh from 05 June to 16 
June 2022. Exercise SAMPRITI is an important 
bilateral defence cooperation endeavour conducted 
alternately by both countries which aims to strengthen 
and widen the aspects of interoperability and 
cooperation between both the armies. The aim of the 
exercise is to strengthen interoperability between the 
two armies and to understand each other’s tactical 
drills and operational techniques. The Indian 
contingent of company strength is being represented 
by a Battalion of the DOGRA Regiment . During the 
joint military exercise Ex SAMPRITI-X, armies of 
both the Nations will share expertise in multiple 
simulated scenarios of Counter Terrorism, 
Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster Relief and UN 
Peacekeeping Force under UN mandate.  
  

Defence Exercise of the month  
 

Defence Exercise of the Month
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Day Observed/Celebrated As Motto/Importance 

Jul-01 Doctor's Day To mark the Birth Anniversary of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, the 
legendary physician and the second Chief Minister of West Bengal. 

Jul-01 Chartered Accountants 
Day 

To mark the establishment of Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
India (ICAI) in 1949. 

Jul-02 World UFO Day It commemorates the date on which the famous Roswell incident was 
exposed to the public. 

Jul-06 World Zoonoses Day To commemorate the discovery of 1st vaccination against a zoonotic 
disease that can be spread between humans and animals. 

Jul-11 World Population Day In order to mark the urgency and importance of population issues, 
UNGA made a resolution to observe the same in 1990. 

Jul-12 National Simplicity Day To mark the birth anniversary of Henry David Thoreau in 1817. 

Jul-12 Paper Bag Day To make people aware about the use of paper bags that contribute to 
fight with climate change and environment pollution. 

Jul-17 World Day for 
International Justice 

To mark the adoption of the Rome Statute in 1998. With the help of 
this treaty International Criminal Court (ICC) was established. 

Jul-18 International Nelson 
Mandela Day 

To recognise the former South African President, Nelson Mandela's 
contribution to the culture of peace and freedom. 

Jul-26 Kargil Vijay Diwas 
To commemorate India's victory over Pakistan in the conflict that took 
place in the mountains above Kargil on the Line of Control in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Fourth 
Sunday in 

July 
National Parent's Day To honour all the parents for their unconditional love and sacrifice for 

their children that cannot be measured. 

Jul-28 World Hepatitis Day Achieving the elimination of viral hepatitis within evolving health 
systems 

Jul-28 World Nature 
Conservation Day 

To raise awareness about protecting nature and conserving our natural 
resources. 

Jul-29 International Tiger Day To promote a global system for protecting the natural habitats of tigers 
and to raise public awareness and support for tiger conservation issues. 

  

Important Days of the Month 
 

Important Days of the Month
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Books and Authors

Book: A History of Sriniketan
Author: Uma Das Gupta 
About: The book contains Rabindranath 
Tagore’s work in ‘village reconstruction’ 
by setting up ‘Sriniketan’, a wing of his 
Visva Bharati International University in 
1922.

Book: Udaan Ek Majdoor Bachhe Ki
Author: Mithilesh Tiwari
About: This book is about the life 
journey of Captain AD Manek, how he 
travelled from zero to pinnacle in his 
career graph.

Book: A Nation To Protect
Author: Priyam Gandhi Mody
About: The book highlights the role 
of PM Narendra Modi during the 
Covid crisis in the past two years. It 
was launched by Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya. 

Book: Ungalil Oruvan
Author: MK Stalin
About: It is the biography of Tamil 
Nadu CM, MK Stalin. The first part of 
the autobiography contains his early 
life experiences.

Book: On Board: My Years in BCCI
Author: Ratnakar Shetty
About: The book is an autobiographical 
account of Ratnakar Shetty’s experiences 
as an administrator. It was released by 
Sharad Pawar, the former president of the 
MCA, BCCI & ICC.

Book: The Great Tech Game
Author: Anirudh Suri
About: In this book, the author lays out 
a roadmap for how any country must 
develop its own strategic plan to 
succeed in this technology-dominant 
era. 

Book: The Queen of Indian Pop: The 
Authorised Biography of Usha Uthup
Author: Vikas Kumar Jha & Srishti Jha
About: It is the biography of pop icon 
Usha Uthup, which was originally written 
in Hindi titled “Ullas Ki Naav” by author 
Vikas Kumar Jha & now translated by 
Srishti Jha. 

Book: The Founders: The Story of Paypal
Author: Jimmy Soni
About: It highlights the story of 
multinational digital-payments company 
PayPal and how it covered the journey of 
a start-up that turned out to be a billion 
dollar company.

Book: The Millennial Yogi
Author: Deepam Chatterjee
About :  The  book  t a lks  abou t 
Jayshankar Prasad, or Jay, who has a 
shady-yet-mercurial rise in his journey 
as an entrepreneur and Vini, a mystic 
mon

Book: The Blue Book: A Writer’s 
Journal
Author: Amitava Kumar
About: The book is the outcome of the 
diary-keeping by the author during the 
time of lockdown due to pandemics. It is 
published by HarperCollins India. 

Books and Authors
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IndiGo names Pieter Elbers as CEO, Ronojoy 
Dutta to retire 

 
 
IndiGo announced the appointment of Pieter Elbers as 
the airline's CEO, subject to regulatory approvals. The 
52-year-old will join IndiGo on or before October 1, 
2022, and will succeed 71-year-old Ronojoy Dutta, 
who has decided to retire on September 30, 2022. 
Since 2014, Elbers has served as the President & CEO 
of KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. 
IndiGo:  
 Founded: 2005 
 Commenced operations: 4 August 2006 
 Headquarters: Gurgaon, Haryana, India 
 Chairman: M. Damodaran  
 MD: Rahul Bhatia 
 Founders: Rahul Bhatia, Rakesh Gangwal  
 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus re-elected as 
WHO Director-General 

 
 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was re-elected as 
WHO Director-General for a second five-year term by 
WHO Member states during the 75th World Health 
Assembly. He was the sole candidate for the post of 
WHO Chief. He was first elected to the position in 
2017. The re-election vote brings an end to the 
election process that began in April 2021 when the 

Member States were invited to submit proposals for 
candidates for the post of Director-General. The WHO 
Executive Board had nominated Dr. Tedros for a 
second term in a meeting in January 2022. The WHO 
Director General's new term will officially begin from 
August 16, 2022.  
WHO DG Term:  
WHO Director-General is appointed for a term of five 
years. A Director-General can be re-appointed once as 
per the rules and procedures of the World Health 
Assembly. 
 
Nobel winner Jose Ramos-Horta sworn in as East 
Timor president 

 
 
Former independence fighter and Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, Jose Ramos-Horta has been sworn in as 
president of East Timor (Timor-Leste) ahead of 
celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of 
independence for Asia’s youngest country. He 
defeated incumbent Francisco “Lu Olo” Guterres, his 
fellow independence fighter, in the election. Ramos-
Horta was prime minister from 2006 to 2007 and 
president from 2007 to 2012. East Timor is marking 
the 20th anniversary of independence for Asia’s 
youngest country. Ramos-Horta, 72, who led the 
resistance during Indonesia’s occupation, called for 
national reconciliation and unity as he took the oath of 
office shortly before midnight local time, the time that 
the country declared independence 20 years ago. 
Ramos-Horta was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1996, along with Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, 
in recognition of their work “toward a just and 
peaceful solution to the conflict” in the country. 
East Timor: 
 Capital: Dili 
 Currency: United States Dollar 

Recent Appointments 
 

Recent Appointments
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Vinai Kumar Saxena appointed as the new Lt 
Governor of Delhi 

 
 
Vinai Kumar Saxena, currently serving as the 
chairperson of the Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC), has been appointed as the new 
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of Delhi. This comes days 
after Anil Baijal resigned as the Lieutenant Governor 
of Delhi reportedly citing personal reasons. He 
worked with JK Group as an assistant manager for 11 
years and was promoted as the General Manager to 
look after the proposed Port Project in Gujarat. He 
was appointed as the chairman of KVIC in October 
2015. Over the last seven years, he has worked on 
schemes and products such as ‘Honey Mission’, 
‘Kumhar Sashaktikaran Yojana’, ‘Leather Artisans’ 
Empowerment’, Khadi Prakritik Paint, Project RE-
HAB, Khadi Fabric Footwear and Plastic-mixed 
handmade paper. Saxena was also member of several 
committees, including the National Committee headed 
by Prime Minister to commemorate the 75th 
Anniversary of India’s Independence, member of 
CSIR, the Padma awards selection committee, and a 
Member of University court, JNU. 
 
Vijay Shekhar Sharma reappointed MD & CEO of 
Paytm 

 
 
Vijay Shekhar Sharma has been re-appointed as the 
Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Paytm for another 5 years term. His tenure 
will be from December 19, 2022, to December 18, 
2027. One 97 Communications which is listed under 

the Paytm brand, also announced the appointment of 
Madhur Deora as Additional Director of the company 
for a tenure of 5 years from May 20, 2022, to May 19, 
2027. Further, the Board has also approved the 
appointment of Deora as the Whole-time director 
designated as “Whole-time Director and Chief 
Financial Officer” of the Company. Deora is the 
President and Group Chief Financial Officer of the 
Company. 
 
Paytm: 
 Founded: August 2010; 
 Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 
Infosys reappoints Salil Parekh as CEO and MD 
for the next 5 years 

 
 
IT major Infosys announced that its Board of 
Directors has reappointed Salil S. Parekh as Chief 
Executive Officer and Managing Director (CEO & 
MD) of the Company effective from July 1, 2022, for 
a period of five years till March 31, 2027, subject to 
the approval of shareholders. This is based on the 
recommendations of the Nomination and 
Remuneration Committee (NRC) and is subject to the 
approval of shareholders. Salil Parekh has been the 
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of 
Infosys since January 2018 and has successfully led 
Infosys over the last 4 years. He has more than thirty 
years of global experience in the IT services industry 
with a strong track record of driving digital 
transformation for enterprises, executing business 
turnarounds, and managing successful acquisitions. 
 
Infosys: 
 Founded: 2 July 1981 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founders: N.r. Narayana Murthy and Nandan 

Nilekani 
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Labour Party leader Anthony Albanese sworn in 
as Australia's new PM 

 
 
Labour Party leader Anthony Albanese was sworn in 
as Australia's new Prime Minister. He was sworn in 
with four key Cabinet members, including new 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong. Richard Marles is the 
new Deputy Prime Minister and Employment 
Minister, Jim Chalmers is Treasurer, and Katy 
Gallagher is Attorney General and Finance Minister. 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s centre-left 
Labour Party ousted predecessor Scott Morrison’s 
conservative coalition in Saturday’s election. The 
coalition had been in power under three Prime 
Ministers for nine years. It is Australia's first Labour 
Government in almost a decade. 
Australia: 
 Capital: Canberra 
 Currency: Australian dollar 
 
John Lee appointed as the new Chief Executive of 
Hong Kong 

 
 
China’s State Council, which is equal to the country’s 
cabinet has appointed John Lee as the next Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong. The appointment came after 
the dubious Chief Executive Election 2022 in Hong 
Kong where Lee was the sole candidate. Hong Kong 
is a special administrative region of China. John Lee 
has become the sixth-term Chief Executive of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang presided over the meeting and 
signed a State Council decree on John Lee’s 

appointment. Lee will take over from the current 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong Carrie Lam. 
 
China: 
 Capital: Beijing 
 President: Xi Jinping 
 Currency: Renminbi  
 
Airtel re-appoints Gopal Vittal as MD and CEO 
for 5 years 

 
 
Bharti Airtel board has reappointed Gopal Vittal as 
Managing Director & CEO for a further period of five 
years ending on January 31, 2028. The reappointment 
came on a day the telco posted a consolidated net 
profit at Rs 2,007.8 crore in the March quarter, up 
141% sequentially and 164% on the year. Analysts 
had an estimated net profit of around Rs 1,970 crore. 
This was Airtel’s sixth successive quarter in the black 
after six straight losses earlier. For the India business, 
its revenue growth stood at 23 per cent during the 
fourth quarter, while mobile revenues rose 21 per cent 
on the back of an increase in Average Revenue Per 
User ARPU led by healthy flow-through of tariff 
revision and strong 4G customer additions during the 
year. 
 
Bharti Airtel: 
 Founder: Sunil Bharti Mittal 
 Founded: 7 July 1995, India  
 
India appoints Naveen Srivastava as next 
ambassador to Nepal 
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Seasoned diplomat Naveen Srivastava was appointed 
India's new ambassador to Nepal. The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) announced the appointment a 
day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid a visit to 
Lumbini in Nepal. Srivastava, a 1993 batch Indian 
Foreign Service (IFS), is currently serving as 
additional secretary in the MEA. Vinay Mohan 
Kwatra, who became foreign secretary over two 
weeks ago, was serving as India's envoy to Nepal 
before his appointment. Nepal shares a border of over 
1,850 km with five Indian states - Sikkim, West 
Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The 
land-locked country relies heavily on India for the 
transportation of goods and services. 
Nepal 
 Prime minister: Sher Bahadur Deuba 
 Capital: Kathmandu 
 Currency: Nepalese rupee 
 President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari  
 
BSE appoints ex-RBI Deputy Governor SS 
Mundra as Chairman 

 
 
BSE Limited has appointed Public Interest Director 
SS Mundra as the Chairman of the stock exchange. 
Mundra retired as Deputy Governor of RBI in July 
2017 after a stint of three years. Prior to that, he was 
Bank of Baroda's Chairman and MD. He will replace 
Justice Vikramajit Sen.Prior to that, the last position 
held by him was as Chairman and Managing Director 
of Bank of Baroda from where he superannuated in 
July 2014. In a banking career spanning over four 
decades, Mundra held several important positions 
including that of Executive Director of Union Bank of 
India, Chief Executive of Bank of Baroda (European 
Operations) amongst others. He also served as RBI’s 
nominee on the Financial Stability Board (G20 
Forum) and its various committees. He was also the 
Vice-chair of OECD’s International Network on 
Financial Education (INFE). 
BSE 
 Founded: 9 July 1875 

 MD & CEO: Ashish Chauhan 
 Location: Mumbai, India  
 
Viktor Orban takes oath as prime minister of 
Hungary for fifth time 

 
 
Viktor Orban took the oath of office for the fifth time 
as Prime Minister of Hungary. Orban was Prime 
Minister from 1998 to 2002, then continuously from 
2010. His party alliance received 54 per cent of the 
votes in the parliamentary elections of April 3, a feat 
that gave him 135 seats of the 199 in Parliament. 
Hungary:  
 Capital: Budapest 
 Currency: Hungarian forint 
 President: Katalin Novák  
 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud elected as new President 
of Somalia 

 
 
Somali legislators have elected former leader Hassan 
Sheikh Mohamud as the country’s next president. 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, who served as Somalia’s 
president between 2012 and 2017, won the contest in 
the capital, Mogadishu, amid a security lockdown 
imposed by authorities to prevent deadly rebel attacks. 
After a marathon poll parliamentary officials counted 
more than 165 votes in favour of former President 
Mohamud, more than the number required to defeat 
incumbent President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed. 
The president – who is also known as Farmaajo 
because of his appetite for Italian cheese – conceded 
defeat, and Mohamud was immediately sworn in. 
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Somalia 
 Capital: Mogadishu 
 Currency: Somali shilling 
 Official language: Somali  
 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan elected as 
new President of UAE 

 
 
The Supreme Council of the United Arab Emirates 
elected Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as the 
President of the country. He has replaced Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who died at the age of 
73. Mohammed bin Zayed (MbZ), the former 
president's half-brother, has been the de facto ruler of 
the UAE for years now, particularly after Khalifa 
suffered a stroke in 2014. It comes after the late 
President Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan died. The 
transition of power marks only the third time this 
U.S.-allied nation of seven sheikhdoms has selected a 
President since becoming an independent nation in 
1971. The last, which saw Sheikh Khalifa take over 
for both his and Sheikh Mohammed's father, Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, came a month after his 
death in 2004.  
UAE 
 Capital: Abu Dhabi 
 Currency: United Arab Emirates dirham 
 Prime minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum  
 
Tripura CM Biplab Kumar Deb resigns, Dr Manik 
Saha will be the next one 

 

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb has 
submitted his resignation to Governor SN Arya. Deb 
made the announcement after meeting the governor at 
the Raj Bhavan. There have been rumours of 
infighting within the BJP’s state unit. Deputy Chief 
Minister Jishnu Dev Varma, who is related to the 
erstwhile Tripura royal family, is expected to take 
charge in the interim. Tripura BJP President and Rajya 
Sabha MP Dr Manik Saha has been chosen as the 
head of the state party legislature and will take over as 
CM from Biplab Kumar Deb.  
Note: The state is scheduled to go to polls in 2023. 
 
Tripura 
 Capital: Agartala 
 Governor: SN Arya 
 State Bird: Green Imperial Pigeon 
 State Animal: Phayre's Langur  
 
Brendon McCullum appointed as head coach of 
England Men's Test Team 

 
 
Former New Zealand captain Brendon McCullum has 
been appointed head coach of England’s test team, the 
country’s cricket board (ECB. McCullum replaced 
Chris Silverwood who left the role in February after 
England were thrashed 4-0 in the Ashes in Australia, 
with Paul Collingwood stepping in as a caretaker 
coach. McCullum has coaching experience in 
franchise cricket, currently serving as the head coach 
of the Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL. McCullum 
was also the head coach of the CPL franchise 
Trinbago Knight Riders.  
 
ICC: 
 Chairman: Greg Barclay 
 CEO: Geoff Allardice 
 Founded: 15 June 1909 
 Abbreviation: ICC 
 Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
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Sri Lanka: Opposition leader Ranil 
Wickremesinghe (73) appointed new PM 

 
 
Ranil Wickremesinghe, Sri Lanka’s veteran political 
leader, has been appointed as the next Prime Minister 
of Sri Lanka. The appointment by President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa came after the resignation of former PM 
Mahinda Rajapaksa. Ranil Wickremesinghe, 73-years 
old, was administered the oath of office by the 
President, who in an address to the nation had 
declared that the Prime Minister and Cabinet will be 
put in place this week. Ranil Wickremesinghe also 
appeared to be the only option as the crisis-hit island 
nation’s largest opposition party had refused to join a 
government headed by a member of Rajapaksa clan. 
Ranil Wickremesinghe heads the United National 
Party. The breakaway SJB faction of the party 
currently forms the principal opposition party in Sri 
Lanka. 
 
Sanjiv Bajaj, CMD of Bajaj Finserv, takes over as 
CII President 

 
 
Sanjiv Bajaj, chairman and managing director of Bajaj 
Finserv Limited, has assumed office as the president 
of CII for 2022-23. He takes over from T V 
Narendran, CEO and managing director of Tata Steel 
Limited. Hero MotoCorp Ltd Chairman and CEO 
Pawan Munjal is the CII President-Designate for 
2022-23, whereas TVS Supply Chain Solutions 
Executive Vice Chairman R Dinesh takes over as CII 
Vice President. Bajaj is an alumnus of the Harvard 
Business School, US. He is a member of the board of 

Indian School of Business (ISB); Member of the 
International Advisory Board, Allianz SE and the 
International Technology Advisory Panel of Monetary 
Authority of Singapore and Regional Stewardship 
Board for India and South Asia 2019-2020 of the 
World Economic Forum, the industry body shared. 
President-Designate Munjal has been closely 
associated with CII for almost 30 years. He has been 
the chairman of CII Northern Region during 1996-97 
and has led several CII National Committees, 
including on sports, environment, and technology and 
innovation. Dinesh is a commerce graduate and an 
associate member of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India and Institute of Cost and Works 
Accountants of India.  
 
Rajiv Kumar appointed a new Chief Election 
Commissioner 

 
 
The President has appointed Rajiv Kumar as the Chief 
Election Commissioner in the Election Commission of 
India. Rajiv Kumar will assume the charge of the 
office of the Chief Election Commissioner with effect 
from the 15th of May.  Kumar will take charge of 
CEC Sushil Chandra, who is due to retire. Kumar took 
charge as the Election Commissioner of the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) on September 1, 2020. 
Before assuming charge in the Election Commission, 
Kumar had been the chairman of the Public 
Enterprises Selection Board. He joined as the PESB 
chairman in April 2020. Kumar, an officer of the 1984 
batch of the Indian Administrative Service of the 
Bihar/Jharkhand cadre, superannuated from the IAS in 
February 2020. Kumar has also been the Director, 
Central Board of Reserve Bank of India (RBI), SBI, 
NABARD; Member, Economic Intelligence Council 
(EIC); Member, Financial Stability and Development 
Council (FSDC); Member, Bank Board Bureau 
(BBB); Member, Financial Sector Regulatory 
Appointments Search Committee (FSRASC), Civil 
services Board among many other such Boards and 
Committees.  
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Campbell Wilson appointed as new CEO & MD of 
Air India 

 
 
Tata Sons has appointed Campbell Wilson as the new 
CEO and MD of Air India. The newly-appointed 
Wilson was until recently the CEO of Scoot, a low-
cost subsidiary of Singapore Airlines. Campbell 
Wilson has 26 years of aviation industry expertise 
across both the full service and low-cost airlines. On 
January 27, 2022, Tata Sons had taken over Air India 
from the Government. After the competitive bidding 
process, Air India was sold on October 21, 2021 to 
Talace Private Limited, a subsidiary of the Tata 
Group’s holding company, worth Rs. 18,000 crores. 
 
Hungary elects Katalin Novak as first female 
President of the country 

 
 
In Hungary, Katalin Novak has taken over as the first 
female President of the country. Novak will succeed 
Janos Ader, a co-founder of Orban’s governing right-
wing Fidesz party who has held the job since 2012. 
She will take office after Ader’s term expires May 10. 
The Parliament elected Novak as President of 
Hungary on March 10. The official inaugural 
ceremony will take place at the Kossuth Square in 
front of the Parliament.    
 
Hungary: 
 Capital: Budapest 
 Currency: Hungarian forint 
 Prime minister: Viktor Orbán  
 

Rodrigo Chaves Takes Office as President of Costa 
Rica 

 
 
Economist and former finance minister Rodrigo 
Chaves was sworn as Costa Rica's president for a 
four-year mandate focused on reinvigorating one of 
Latin America's most stable economies. The former 
World Bank executive, who resigned from the global 
lender amid a sexual harassment scandal, has vowed 
to tackle Costa Rica's severe economic problems: 
rising foreign debt -- 70 percent of GDP -- a poverty 
rate of 23 percent, unemployment of 14 percent and 
public sector corruption. Tourism, one of the country's 
main economic drivers, was hard hit by the 
coronavirus pandemic, and the country of 5.2 million 
people experienced an increase in unemployment 
equaled in the region only by Peru. The inauguration 
was attended by Spain’s King Felipe VI, other leaders 
of state or government, and representatives from 
approximately 100 countries. Chaves inherits an 
economy in decline, with mounting foreign debt (70% 
of GDP), a poverty rate of 23%, unemployment of 
nearly 14%, and government corruption. The COVID-
19 epidemic impacted tourism, one of the country’s 
key economic drivers, hard, causes unemployment to 
skyrocket. Chaves previously promised to alter the 
terms of a $1.7 billion (€1.61 billion) loan agreement 
Costa Rica struck with the IMF.  
 
Yoon Suk-yeol sworn in as new South Korean 
president 
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Yoon Suk-yeol has been sworn in as the President of 
South Korea. His appointment comes at a crucial time 
in the country’s history as it faces many challenges 
ranging from North Korea’s military threats to an 
economic slowdown and high inflation. Yoon belongs 
to the People Power Party. Yoon Suk-yeol was sworn 
in in a huge ceremony at Seoul’s National Assembly. 
What will be different under Yoon Suk-Yeol 
leadership? 
The conservative administration under Yoon Suk-
Yeol looks set to usher in a more muscular foreign 
policy for the world’s 10th largest economy. Yoon is 
also not likely to have an easy ride as a President, as 
he took office with some of the lowest approval 
ratings, around 41 per cent, of any democratically 
elected South Korean President. Yoon has also 
relocated the Presidential office from the decades-old 
Blue House, which also soured the public sentiment as 
many view the costly move as unnecessary.  
 
Pushp Kumar Joshi takes over as HPCL Chairman 
& MD 

 
 
Pushp Kumar Joshi took over as the new chairman 
and managing director of India's third largest oil 
refining and fuel marketing company Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL). Prior to this Dr 
Joshi was Director-HR of the Corporation from 
August 01, 2012. Joshi, the senior-most director on 
the HPCL board, was in January picked by the 
government headhunter PESB to replace Mukesh 
Kumar Surana. Surana superannuated from services 
on April 30, 2022, but in absence of a formal order 
from the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) headed by the Prime Minister, Joshi was 
named interim head. The ACC confirmation of his 
appointment has now come and he has formally taken 
over as the chairman and managing director of HPCL. 
HPCL:  
 Founded: 1974 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 
 

Emmanuel Macron sworn in as French President 
for second term 

 
 
Emmanuel Macron was sworn-in for his second term 
as the president of France on 7 May. Macron won the 
election with 58.5 percent of the votes in the run-off 
round against the far-right leader Marine Le Pen. He 
also defeated Jean-Luc Mélenchon, Valérie Pécresse, 
and Éric Zemmour and seven others in the first round 
of the vote. The new term begins on 13 May. During 
his campaign, Macron promised to increase the 
retirement age from 62 to 65 and cut taxes by 15 
billion euros per year. He also wants to invest heavily 
in agriculture, build more nuclear reactors, and 
strengthen the army. 
France 
 Capital: Paris 
 Prime minister: Jean Castex 
 Currency: French Franc  
 

TVS elevates Sudarshan Venu as Managing 
Director 

 
Sudarshan Venu, son of Venu Srinivasan took over as 
the Managing Director of TVS Motor Company. 
Sudarshan was earlier the joint MD of the firm. Venu 
Srinivasan, who has passed the baton to his son, has 
now become the Chairman Emeritus of the company. 
Sudarshan also spearheaded acquisition of Swiss E-
Mobility Group (SEMG) and EGO Movement.  
TVS Motor Company:  
 Founded: 1978 
 Founder: T. V. Sundaram Iyengar 
 Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India  
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IBM Chairman Arvind Krishna elected to Board 
of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

 
 

IBM Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Arvind 
Krishna has been elected to the Board of Directors of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. He will fill 
the vacancy in the office for the remaining portion of 
a three-year term ending December 31, 2023. Krishna, 
who has an undergraduate degree from IIT-Kanpur 
and a PhD from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, has been elected as a Class B director, 
“representing the public with due but not exclusive 
consideration to the interests of agriculture, 
commerce, industry, services, labour, and consumers. 
Prior to his stint as the IBM CEO, the 60-year-old 
Krishna was Senior Vice President of Cloud and 
Cognitive Software. He also headed IBM Research. 
He was the general manager of IBM Systems and 
Technology Group’s development and manufacturing 
organisation. 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York: 
 Established: 1913 
 President & CEO: John C. Williams 
 Headquarters: New York, USA  
 

Alkesh Kumar Sharma assumes charge as new 
Secretary for Ministry of Electronics & 
Information Technology 

 
 
Alkesh Kumar Sharma assumed charge as Secretary, 
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology. 
He is an Indian Administrative Services Officer of 
1990 batch, from Kerala cadre. Alkesh Kumar Sharma 

has earlier served as Additional Secretary and 
Secretary in the Cabinet Secretariat, Government of 
India. He was also member of the Task Force on 
Programme/Project management set up by NITI 
Aayog, Govt. of India. Sharma worked with the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for 
three years(2006-09) as National Project Director, 
Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation. Sharma 
played a key role in branding and promoting Kerala 
Tourism as ‘God’s Own Country’ during his two 
tenures spanning over seven years, in Kerala. 
NITI Aayog 
 Formed: 1 January 2015 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Chairperson: Narendra Modi 
 Vice Chairperson: Suman Bery 
 Founder: National Democratic Alliance  
 
Air Marshal Sanjeev Kapoor assumes the 
Appointment of Director General  

 
 
Air Marshal Sanjeev Kapoor assumed the 
appointment of Director General (Inspection and 
Safety) of Indian Air Force. The Air Marshal is a 
graduate of National Defence Academy and was 
commissioned in the Flying branch of IAF in 
December 1985 as a Transport Pilot. The Air Officer 
is a Qualified Flying Instructor with more than 7700 
hours of flying experience on various aircraft in the 
inventory of IAF. In a service career spanning over 36 
years, the Air Marshal has tenanted important 
command and staff appointments. The Air Officer is a 
recipient of Vayu Sena Medal and Ati Vishist Seva 
Medal. 
Air Force 
 Founded: 26 January 1950 
 Commander-in-Chief: Ram Nath Kovind 
 Chief of the Air Staff (CAS): Air Chief Marshal 

Vivek Ram Chaudhari 
 Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS): Air Marshal 

Sandeep Singh  
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Google hires ex-civil servant Archana Gulati as 
India policy head 

 
 
Alphabet Inc's Google has hired a new public policy 
head in India, Archana Gulati, who previously worked 
at Prime Minister Narendra Modi's federal think-tank 
and the country's antitrust watchdog. A number of 
Indian government officials have been hired by Big 
Tech companies which are battling tighter data and 
privacy regulation, as well as competition law 
scrutiny, under Modi's federal government. Gulati is a 
long-term Indian government employee, having 
worked until March 2021 as a joint secretary for 
digital communications at Modi's federal think tank, 
Niti Aayog, a body that is critical to government's 
policy making across sectors. Before that, between 
2014 and 2016, she worked as a senior official at 
India's antitrust body, the Competition Commission of 
India. Last year, Meta Platforms Inc hired Rajiv 
Aggarwal - who spent years working in India's federal 
and state governments - as its head of policy. Another 
former Indian antitrust and federal government 
official, Anand Jha, in 2019 joined Walmart as India 
public policy officer. He currently manages 
government relations for Blackstone in India. 
Google 
 CEO: Sundar Pichai 
 Founded: 4 September 1998 
 Headquarters: California, United States 
 Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin 
 Parent organization: Alphabet Inc.  
 
RBI board approves Rajiv Ranjan as MPC 
member after Mridul Saggar retires 
 
The Reserve Bank of India’s central board approved 
the nomination of Rajiv Ranjan as a member of the 
monetary policy committee. Ranjan replaces Mridul 
Saggar, who retired last month. Ranjan was an advisor 
in-charge in the monetary policy department, before 
he was elevated as an executive director. Out of the 
six MPC members, three are external. The other three 

members are RBI governor who is the chairperson of 
the committee, the deputy governor in charge of the 
monetary policy, and one officer of RBI nominated by 
the central board. Typically, the executive director of 
MPD becomes the third internal member. 
RBI 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
 Founded: 1 April 1935 
 Governor: Shaktikanta Das  
 
Practo elevates top executive Siddhartha Nihalani 
as Co-founder 

 
 
Bengaluru-based healthcare company Practo has 
announced the elevation of its long-term executive 
and growth head Siddhartha Nihalani to the position 
of Co-founder. With this, Nihalani will accompany 
other Co-founders, Shashank ND and Abhinav Lal, 
who were his batchmates at NIT Karnataka. Nihalani 
will focus on building products for Practo’s digital-
first surgery business. In addition, he will work 
towards new product development that will help 
Practo provide affordable healthcare to over a billion 
Indians. Last year, ahead of its IPO, Zomato had 
elevated its ex-CFO Akriti Chopra to the Co-founder 
position. Practo.com is a website that allows patients 
to search for the best doctors in their vicinity as per 
specialisation. Practo also makes software products 
that help healthcare providers, ranging from small 
clinics to large hospitals, digitise and deliver 
healthcare facilities to patients around the world. The 
healthcare startup is present in more than 20 countries, 
helping over 30 crore patients, and connecting them 
with verified doctor partners.  
 
Ex-IAS officer Tarun Kapoor appointed Advisor 
to PM Narendra Modi 
 
The Centre appointed retired Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer and former Petroleum Secretary 
Tarun Kapoor as an advisor to Prime Minister 
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Narendra Modi, in the Prime Minister's Office. 

The 1987-batch Himachal Pradesh cadre officer has 
been appointed to the post initially for a period of two 
years from the date of joining or until further orders, 
whichever is earlier, a Ministry of Personnel order 
stated. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) has approved the appointment of Kapoor along 
with two other appointments in the Prime Minister's 
Office on the Additional Secretary level. The ACC 
also appointed a 1994-batch Madhya Pradesh cadre 
IAS officer Hari Ranjan Rao as additional secretary, 
Prime Minister's Office for the balance tenure of his 
Central deputation or until further orders, whichever is 
earlier. He is currently holding charge of 
administrator, Universal Services Obligation Fund, 
Department of Telecommunications. Besides, the 
ACC also appointed 1994-batch Bihar cadre officer 
Atish Chandra, as Additional Secretary, Prime 
Minister's Office for the balance tenure of his Central 
deputation or until further orders, whichever is earlier. 
He is currently deputed as Chairman and Managing 
Director (CMD) in Food Corporation of India, 
Department of Food and Public Distribution.  
 
Suman Berry takes charge as new NITI Aayog 
Vice Chairman 

 
 
Suman Berry, an experienced economist took charge 
as the new NITI Aayog Vice Chairman on May 1, 
2022. He succeeded Dr. Rajiv Kumar as the head of 
the government think tank. Suman Berry's 
appointment comes after the sudden resignation of 
former Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar on April 22. 

Rajiv Kumar's tenure formally ended on April 30th. 
He had taken over the role of NITI Aayog Vice 
Chairman in August 2017 after the exit of the then 
Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya. Suman Berry had 
previously served as Director General (Chief 
Executive) of the National Council of Applied 
Economic Research (NCAER). He also served as the 
Chief Economist of Royal Dutch Shell. He was a part 
of the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council 
and Statistical Commission. He was also a part of the 
Reserve Bank of India's Technical Advisory 
Committee on Monetary Policy. Before working at the 
National Council of Applied Economic Research, he 
was working with the World Bank in Washington DC. 
His key work area at the World Bank included 
financial markets, the macroeconomy and public debt 
management with a special focus on Latin America. 
He has also worked as the Senior Visiting Fellow at 
the Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi and a 
non-resident fellow at Bruegel, Brussels. He has also 
served as a Global Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson 
Center, Washington DC and on the Board of the 
Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation, New Delhi. 
NITI Aayog: 
NITI Aayog was set up in 2015 to replace the 
Planning Commission. It serves as an apex public 
policy think tank of the Indian Government. It is the 
nodal agency tasked with catalyzing economic 
development and fostering cooperative federalism 
through the involvement of state governments. It is 
primarily responsible for designing strategic and long-
term policy and programme frameworks and 
initiatives, and monitor their progress and their 
efficacy.  
 
CIA appoints Indian-origin Nand Mulchandani as 
first-ever Chief Technology Officer. 

 
 
Nand Mulchandani, an Indian-origin man with more 
than 25 years of experience in Silicon Valley as well 
as the Department of Defense (DoD), has been 
appointed by Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as the 
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first-ever Chief Technology Officer (CTO). The CIA 
Director William J. Burns made the announcement of 
Mulchandani’s appointment on April 29. Prior to 
joining the CIA, Mulchandani most recently served as 
the CTO and Acting Director of DoD’s Joint Artificial 
Intelligence Center (JAIC). He also co-founder and 
was CEO of several successful startups such as Oblix 
(acquired by Oracle), Determina (acquired by 
VMWare), OpenDNS (acquired by Cisco), and 
ScaleXtreme (acquired by Citrix). Mulchandani holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science and 
Mathematics from Cornell University, a Master’s in 
Science and Management from the Stanford 
University Graduate School of Business, and a Master 
of Public Administration from the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University.  
CIA: 
The Central Intelligence Agency is a civilian foreign 
intelligence service of the federal government of the 
United States. It is officially tasked with gathering, 
processing, and analyzing national security 
information from around the world, using human 
intelligence and performing covert actions. The CIA 
reports to the Director of National Intelligence and is 
primarily focused on providing intelligence for the 
President and Cabinet of the United States. The CIA 
was formed by the implementation of the National 
Security Act of 1947.  
 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra assumes charge as India’s 
new Foreign Secretary 

 
 
Seasoned diplomat Vinay Mohan Kwatra took charge 
as India's new Foreign Secretary. A 1988-batch Indian 
Foreign Service (IFS) officer, Mr. Kwatra succeeded 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla who retired from service. Mr. 
Kwatra was serving as India's envoy to Nepal before 
assuming the charge of the Foreign Secretary. Mr. 
Kwatra is known to have extensive expertise in 
dealing with India's neighbourhood as well as the 
U.S., China and Europe. Before his diplomatic posting 

to Nepal in 2020, he served as the Ambassador of 
India to France from August 2017 to February 2020. 
A career diplomat with over 32 years of experience, 
Mr. Kwatra has also held the position of a Joint 
Secretary in the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) for 
two years between October 2015 and August 2017. 
Mr. Kwatra headed the Policy Planning and Research 
Division of the Ministry of External Affairs between 
July 2013 and October 2015 and later served as the 
head of the Americas Division in the Foreign Ministry 
where he dealt with India's relations with the US and 
Canada.  
 
Lt Gen BS Raju appointed as Vice Chief of the 
Indian Army 

 
 
Lieutenant General Baggavalli Somashekar Raju 
assumed charge as the vice chief of the army staff. 
Before taking over the new role, Lt General BS Raju 
was serving as the Director-General of Military 
Operations during the standoff on the LAC, the de 
facto border between India and China. An alumnus of 
Sainik School Bijapur and National Defence 
Academy, he was commissioned in the Jat Regiment 
on December 15, 1984. He commanded his Battalion 
during 'Operation Parakram' in the Western Theatre 
and in Jammu & Kashmir. He also holds the 
distinction of commanding the Uri brigade along the 
Line of Control, a Counter Insurgency Force, and the 
Chinar Corps in the Kashmir Valley. The officer also 
served as the Commandant of, the Indian Military 
Training Team in Bhutan. During his illustrious career 
spanning 38 years, he has tenanted many important 
regimental, staff, and instructional appointments in the 
Army Head Quarters and field formations, including, 
Colonel Military Secretary Legal in the Military 
Secretary branch, Brigadier General Staff of the 
operationally active White Knight Corps, Deputy 
Director General Military Operations & Director 
General Staff Duties. Lt Gen Raju is a qualified 
helicopter pilot and has carried out operational flying 



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

308

in Somalia, as part of UNOSOM II. He is also the 
Colonel of the JAT Regiment.  
 
TCS' Krishnan Ramanujam appointed Nasscom 
chairperson for 2022-23 

 
 
The National Association of Software and Services 
Companies (Nasscom) announced that Krishnan 
Ramanujam, President, Enterprise Growth Group at 
Tata Consultancy Services, has been appointed as its 
Chairperson for 2022-23. Ramanujam succeeds Rekha 
M. Menon, Chairperson and Senior Managing 
Director of Accenture in India, in this role. Nasscom 
also announced the appointment of Anant 
Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India, as its Vice-
Chairperson for 2022-23. Maheshwari will succeed 
Ramanujam in this role. The new Nasscom leadership, 
along with President Debjani Ghosh, will lead the 
industry body to carry out its diverse array of 
priorities to achieve the 2025 vision for the industry. 
In line with the changing industry landscape, the key 
priorities will be to re-align and re-calibrate the course 
of the technology industry to maximise growth from 
technology potential to technology impact, reimagine 
India as the preferred hub for digital talent, innovation 
and impact at scale, and shape the next frontiers of 
digital next to catalyse future-readiness for the 
techade. 
Nasscom: 
 President: Debjani Ghosh 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1 March 1988 
 
Generali Asia appoints Bruce de Broize as MD and 
CEO of Future Generali India Life Insurance 
 
Generali Asia has appointed Bruce de Broize as MD 
and CEO of Future Generali India Life Insurance 
(FGILI). He takes over from Miranjit Mukherjee who 
served as interim CEO since September 2021. 

He was the Regional Head of Distribution for 
Generali Asia based in Hong Kong for over five years. 
In March, Generali has become the majority 
shareholder of the Indian life insurance joint venture 
after getting all regulatory approvals. Broize has a 
career spanning over 34 years of life and P&C 
insurance experience. He has also held a range of 
senior leadership roles to drive strategic initiatives 
across Asia. Prior to this, Broize was the regional head 
of distribution for Generali Asia based in Hong Kong 
where he oversaw life, health and p&c distribution for 
Generali’s operations across China, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Indonesia, India, Vietnam, Malaysia and the 
Philippines. 
Future Generali India Life Insurance: 
 Founded: 2000 
 Headquarters: Mumbai  
 

Vijay Sampla appointed SC panel chief for second 
time 

 
 

BJP leader and former Union minister Vijay Sampla 
has been appointed as the chairperson of the National 
Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) for a 
second time. Sampla had resigned as the NCSC 
chairman ahead of the Punjab elections and had 
contested the polls. The official order for his 
appointment was issued by President Ram Nath 
Kovind. Sampla, a prominent Dalit politician from 
Punjab, began his political career in 1998 as the 
sarpanch of Sofipind village in Jalandhar Cantonment.  
He has also served in the Punjab government. He was 
the chairman of the Punjab Khadi Board from 2008 to 
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2012 and the chairman of the Punjab State Forest 
Development Corporation in 2014. He was then 
elected to the Lok Sabha from Hoshiarpur and became 
a Union minister in 2015.  
 

N Chandrasekaran formally takes charge as 
chairman of Tata Digital 

 
 

Tata Sons executive chairman N Chandrasekaran has 
formally taken charge as chairman of Tata Digital. At 
present, Tata’s digital strategy is being spearheaded 
by its CEO Pratik Pal along with Mukesh Bansal, 
founder of Cultfit. Chandrasekaran’s formal 
appointment is of significance considering its future 
plans of raising funds from external investors. For 
Chandrasekaran, who was reappointed as the 
chairman of Tata Sons for another five years in 
February, Tata Digital has been his brainchild since he 
took charge as Tata Sons chairman. He has been 
closely involved in its growth plans from the 
beginning as the Mumbai-based conglomerate eyes to 
make a dent in the Indian eCommerce universe. 
Tata Group:  
 Founded: 1868 
 Founder: Jamsedji Tata 
 Headquarters: Bombay House, Mumbai, 

Maharashtra, India  
 Owner: Ratan Tata 
 Chairperson and Managing Director: Natarajan 

Chandrasekaran 
 

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari takes oath as Pak's 
youngest foreign minister 

 
 

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari took oath as 37th Foreign Minister of 
Pakistan. Bilawal, 33, who was administered oath by 
President Arif Alvi at Aiwan-i-Sadr (President's 
House), is reportedly the country's youngest foreign 
minister. Bilawal was first elected to National 
Assembly in 2018 but this is the first time he's been 
inducted into federal cabinet. President Arif Alvi took 
the oath from the Oxford-educated Bhutto-Zardari, 
scion of the country’s leading political dynasty.  
Pakistan:  
 Capital: Islamabad 
 President: Arif Alvi 
 Prime Minister: Shehbaz Sharif 
 Chief Justice: Umar Ata Bandial 
 Currency: Pakistani rupee 
 

Haj Committee of India elects AP Abdullahkutty 
as chairperson 

 
AP Abdullahkutty has been elected as the chairperson 
of the Haj Committee of India, while for the first time, 
two women have been chosen as its vice-
chairpersons– Munnawari Begum and Mafuja Khatun.  
Ministry of Minority Affairs is the nodal ministry to 
conduct the Haj pilgrimage in India. Haj pilgrimage 
for the Indian pilgrims is conducted either through Haj 
Committee of India (HCoI), or the Haj Group 
Organisers (HGOs) approved by the Ministry. The 
Government of India has appointed C Muhammed 
Faizi as a member of the Haj Committee of India 
(HCoI), a statutory body under the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs, under sub-section (11), of Section 4 
of Haj Committee Act 2022, for a period of 3 years up 
to 31st March 2025 with effect from 21st April 2022. 
 
Aditya Birla Capital appoints Vishakha Mulye as 
CEO  
 
Vishakha Mulye has been appointed as the next Chief 
Executive Officer of Aditya Birla Capital. The 
company said in its stock filing that the board of 
directors approved the appointment based on the 
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recommendations of the Nomination, Remuneration 
and Compensation Committee. She replaces Ajay 
Srinivasan, who is taking up other responsibilities 
within the group, as per the exchange filing. Mulye, 
currently the Executive Director of ICICI Bank, will 
join Aditya Birla Capital on June 1, 2022, and will 
operate as the CEO with Srinivasan for a month to 
ensure a smooth transition of leadership. She will take 
charge of her role as the CEO of Aditya Birla Capital 
Limited post this period

Vishakha Mulye:
She will be the first female to join the board of Aditya 
Birla Management Corporation, the conglomerate’s 
top decision-making body. She is a Chartered 
Accountant by qualification. At ICICI Bank, she is in 
charge of domestic and international wholesale 
banking, proprietary trading, markets and transaction 
banking.

Political newcomer Robert Golob defeats Slovenian 
prime minister Janez Jansa in national elections

Robert Golob has defeated three-time prime minister
Janez Janša in the Slovenia Prime Minister election. 
State election authorities have confirmed that the 
Freedom Movement won nearly 34% of the votes as 
compared to around 24% for the governing 
conservative Slovenian Democratic Party. The New 
Slovenia party with 7%, followed by the Social 
Democrats with more than 6%, and the Left party with 
just 4%. The 55-year-old former power company 
manager has promised to restore “normality”, having 
billed the elections as a “referendum on democracy”.
Slovenia: 
 Capital: Ljubljana
 Currency: Euro
 President: Borut Pahor
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Centre announces formation of Cotton Council of 
India under Chairmanship of Suresh Bhai Kotak 
 
The Union Government has announced the formation 
of the Cotton Council of India under the 
Chairmanship of renowned veteran cotton man Suresh 
Bhai Kotak. It will have representation from Textiles, 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Finance Ministries along 
with Cotton Corporation of India and Cotton Research 
Institute. The first meeting of the proposed council has 
been scheduled for 28th of this month. The council 
will discuss, deliberate, and prepare a robust action 
plan for bringing out a tangible improvement in this 
field. The announcement came during a meeting with 
stakeholders from the cotton value chain, held under 
the Chairmanship of Union Textiles Minister Piyush 
Goyal. 
Key Agenda: 
 The council will deliberate on actions to be taken 

for softening of cotton and yarn prices on an 
urgent basis. 

 It will also address the unprecedented rise in 
cotton prices that was witnessed in the current 
season. 

 It will also work to solve the issue of cotton 
productivity, which is the biggest challenge in the 
country, as despite having the largest area under 
cotton cultivation, there is less cotton production. 

 There is also increased emphasis on the need for 
making available better quality of seeds to 
improve the productivity of cotton farmers. 

 
Ramgarh Vishdhari Sanctuary notified as India's 
52nd tiger reserve  
 
India's 52nd Tiger Reserve: The Ramgarh Vishdhari 
Sanctuary in Rajasthan was notified as India's 52nd 
tiger reserve. This has become the fourth tiger reserve 
in Rajasthan after Ranthambore, Sariska and 
Mukundra. The National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA) had on July 5, 2021 given its in-
principle approval to notify Ramgarh Vishdhari 
Wildlife Sanctuary and adjoining areas as a Tiger 
reserve. 
 
 

Punjab CM Mann launches 'Lok Milni' for 
grievance redressal of people 
 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann heard 
grievances of people and issued directions for their 
redressal in a first-of-its-kind public interaction 
programme, ‘Lok Milni’. This interactive programme 
is aimed at providing a single-window platform to the 
people for redressal of their complaints. The purpose 
of this ‘Lok Milni’ is to ensure that the matters 
flagged by people are immediately resolved on the 
spot. CM asked the Department of Social Justice and 
Empowerment to immediately release the arrears of 
the ‘Shagun scheme’ to the eligible beneficiaries. 
Punjab 
 Capital: Chandigarh 
 Governor: Banwarilal Purohit 
 Chief minister: Bhagwant Mann 
 
India hosts SCO-RATS meeting; focus on situation 
in Afghanistan 
 
Counter-terrorism experts from India, Pakistan and 
other member states of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) deliberated on boosting 
cooperation in combating various regional security 
challenges at a meeting hosted by New Delhi. The 
meeting is taking place under the framework of the 
SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure. A major 
focus of the discussions was to be on the situation in 
Afghanistan, especially in dealing with the threat from 
terrorist groups active in the Taliban-ruled country. 
India assumed the chairmanship of the Council of 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of SCO (RATS 
SCO) on October 28 for a period of one year. India 
has shown keen interest in deepening its security-
related cooperation with the SCO and its Regional 
Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS) which specifically 
deals with issues relating to security and defence. The 
SCO is an influential economic and security bloc and 
has emerged as one of the largest transregional 
international organisations. The member states of the 
SCO are Russia, China, India, Pakistan, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
Afghanistan is among the observer states of the SCO.  
 
 

National News National News



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

312

India's first 'Amrit Sarovar' was inaugurated by 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in UP's Rampur 
 
The country's first "Amrit Sarovar" was inaugurated 
by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi and Uttar Pradesh Jal Shakti Minister 
Shri Swatantra Dev Singh at Patwai, Rampur (UP). 
Shri Naqvi stated that this "Amrit Sarovar" will not 
only help in protecting the environment and 
conserving water, it will also be an attraction for the 
people of nearby areas. Besides food court, fountains 
and lighting and other entertainment facilities, boating 
is also available in this "Amrit Sarovar”. The Uttar 
Pradesh Government, as part of the initiative, also 
decided to come up with at least 1,000 such ‘Amrit 
Sarovars’ across the state in the first phase. 
Significance - 
India’s first Amrit Sarovar in Rampur, Uttar Pradesh 
will not only help in protecting the environment and 
conserving water but will also be an attraction for the 
people of nearby states. As part of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav (75 years of India’s Independence), each 
district will have 75 Amrit Sarovars or ponds. As part 
of 1,000 Amrit sarovars across the state.  
 
RailTel Corporation of India has launched the 
"PM-WANI" scheme to provide access of Public 
WiFi services across 100 train stations in 22 states. 
 
Recently, RailTel launched the Prime Minister Wi-Fi 
Access Network Interface (PM-WANI) scheme based 
access of its fast & free public WiFi services across 
100 Indian Railways stations having 2,384 WiFi 
hotspots. According to a statement issued by the PSU, 
these railway stations are spread in 22 states and 
include 71 Category A1, A railway stations as well as 
29 railway stations of other categories. This method of 
accessing WiFi through ‘mobile application’ would be 
in addition to the existing method of accessing WiFi at 
these railway stations through the conventional way of 
selecting RailWire Service Set Identifier. 
 
Supreme Court puts sedition law on hold 
 
The Supreme Court put the sedition law on hold, and 
urged the Central and state governments to refrain 
from registering any FIRs invoking Section 124A of 
the Indian Penal Code. A bench headed by Chief 
Justice N.V. Ramana and comprising Justices Surya 
Kant and Hima Kohli said that governments should 

not use the sedition provision till the review of the 
sedition provision by the Centre is complete, The 
court allowed the Centre to re-examine and reconsider 
the provisions of Section 124A and said that no case 
will be registered under the section till the exercise of 
re-examination is complete. 
What is Sedition law 
Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which 
deals with sedition, was drafted by Thomas Babington 
Macaulay and included in the IPC in 1870. It was 
believed that only good opinions of the government 
should survive, as bad opinions were detrimental to 
the government and monarchy. 
Punishment under Section 124A 
Sedition is a non-bailable offence. Punishment under 
the law varies from imprisonment up to three years to 
a life term and fine. A person charged under this law 
can't apply for a government job. They have to live 
without their passport and must present themselves in 
the court as and when required.  
 
Haryana Govt Launches 'e-Adhigam' Scheme 
 
The Haryana State Government launches the ‘e-
Adhigam’ scheme under which nearly 3 lakh students 
will be receiving tablet computers to aid their online 
education. The state government has planned to 
provide the gadget to five lakh students. Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched the Advance 
Digital Haryana Initiative of Government with 
Adaptive Modules (Adigham) scheme at Maharishi 
Dayanand University in Rohtak, Haryana. As per 
reports, the Class 11 students of Haryana government 
schools will get the tablets after they clear the Class 
10 board exams and qualify for the succeeding year. 
These devices come with pre-loaded content along 
with personalised and adaptive learning software, and 
2GB of free data. The tablet is the new classroom and 
“through e-books, it has become a full-fledged 
classroom. 
Haryana 
 Capital: Chandigarh 
 Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
 Chief minister: Manohar Lal Khattar  
 
India embarks on the Worlds largest film 
restoration project 
 
Information and Broadcasting Ministry allocated an 
amount of Rs 363 crore for the world’s largest film 
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restoration project under the National Film Heritage 
Mission. The mission was launched in 2016 with an 
outlay of 597 crore rupees. It aims at preserving, 
restoring and digitizing the cinematic heritage. The 
process of restoring over 5900 short films, 
documentaries and features is underway. This exercise 
carried out by the National Film Archive of India 
proves to be one of the world’s biggest restoration, 
conservation, preservation and digitization process 
undertaken. The Ministry also held a meeting to 
review the functioning of the Film and Television 
Institute of India, FTII and deliberated on the vision of 
taking FTII to international standards of excellence. 
The FTII should nurture entrepreneurial skills and 
equip students to launch startups in film and television 
productions. 
Film and Television Institute of India:  
 Established: 1960 
 Chairman: Shekhar Kapur 
 Director: Bhupendra Kainthola, IIS 
 Location: Pune, Maharashtra, India  
 
J&K's Samba first district in country to achieve 
100 pc golden card registration under ABPMJAY-
SEHAT 
 
In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Samba district of the Jammu division has become the 
first district in India to cover 100% of households 
under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (ABPMJAY)- SEHAT scheme. The 
district achieved this milestone after the conclusion of 
a special registration drive organized by the State 
Health Agency (SHA) from April 11 to April 21 in all 
BDO offices across the district which was aimed to 
cover all families under the ABPMJAY SEHAT 
scheme in the district. The Samba district has a total 
of 62,641 families with 3,04,510 people eligible for 
ABPM-JAY SEHAT golden cards. However, 100% 
family coverage for the Ayushman Bharat Golden 
card in the district is a major achievement for the UT 
Government. This ambitious health insurance scheme 

enables all the residents of J&K including employees 
and pensioners as well as their families to avail of 
cashless quality healthcare services across public and 
empanelled private hospitals across India. 
 
The ABPMJAY SEHAT scheme: 
The ABPMJAY SEHAT scheme is the world’s largest 
health insurance scheme fully financed by 
Government and the people with Ayushman Bharat 
Golden Card get free treatment up to Rs. 5 lakh in all 
government and empanelled private hospitals across 
India.  
 
IndiGo becomes first airline to land aircraft using 
Indian navigation system 'GAGAN' 
 
IndiGo has become the first airline in India to land its 
aircraft using the indigenous navigation system 
'GAGAN'. The airline said the flight was conducted 
using an ATR aircraft and landed at Kishangarh 
airport in Rajasthan. GPS-aided geo-augmented 
navigation (GAGAN) has been developed jointly by 
Airports Authority of India (AAI) and Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). GAGAN is used to 
provide lateral and vertical guidance when an aircraft 
is approaching a runway for landing. Its precision is 
especially useful at small airports where the 
instrument landing system (ILS) has not been 
installed. It will also provide the capability for 
increased accuracy in position reporting, allowing for 
more uniform and high-quality Air Traffic 
Management (ATM). 
 
IndiGo:  
 Headquarters: Gurgaon, Haryana, India  
 Chairman: M. Damodaran 
 MD: Rahul Bhatia 
 CEO: Rono Dutta  
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UK pledges military help to Sweden & Finland if 
attacked 
 
The UK signed security agreements with Sweden and 
Finland which aimed at boosting the two countries' 
defenses against Russia as they move toward NATO 
membership. The UK pledged to come to the defense 
of either country if support were requested in an 
attack. The agreements are reciprocal. Both Finland 
and Sweden appear poised to join NATO in the near 
future because of growing concerns in the wake of 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Such considerations 
come despite warnings from Moscow against pursuing 
membership in the alliance. Finland shares a border 
with Russia, while Sweden neighbors Finland. 
Note: Public and political support for joining NATO 
is at an all-time high in Sweden and Finland, 
catalyzed by Russia's unprovoked war in Ukraine.  
Sweden 
 PM: Magdalena Andersson  
 Capital: Stockholm 
 Currency: Swedish krona 
 Official language: Swedish 
Finland 
 Prime minister: Sanna Marin 
 Capital: Helsinki 
 Currency: Euro 
 President: Sauli Niinistö 
 
World Bank to provide 600 million US dollars 
financial assistance to Sri Lanka  
 
The World Bank has agreed to provide Sri Lanka with 
600 million US dollars in financial assistance to help 
meet payment requirements for essential imports. The 
World Bank said that it would continue to help Sri 
Lanka to overcome the current economic crisis. Sri 
Lanka's worst financial crisis since independence in 
1948 was caused by a drastic drop in its reserves that 
dropped 70 percent over the past two years, hitting 
1.93 billion dollars at the end of March. This left 
Colombo struggling to pay for essentials, including 
fuel, medicines and food. Earlier this month, Sri 
Lanka kicked off talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for financial assistance. Before 
the IMF finalises a programme for Sri Lanka, the 

country needs 3 to 4 billion dollars in bridge financing 
to help meet its essential expenses. India has helped 
Sri Lanka by assisting with 1.9 billion dollars. The Sri 
Lankan government has also appealed to multiple 
countries and multilateral organisations for bridge 
financing until the IMF comes up with its aid. Sri 
Lanka has announced that it would sell long-term 
visas to attract foreign currency after the island nation 
ran out of dollars to pay even for food and fuel. 
Foreigners who deposit a minimum of 100,000 dollars 
locally will be granted permission to live and work in 
Sri Lanka for 10 years under the "Golden Paradise 
Visa Program". 
 
G7 nations approves to provide financial support 
to Ukraine 
 
Group of Seven (G7) nations have agreed to provide 
financial support to Ukraine. The US Senate approved 
a 40 billion US dollar aid package of military, 
economic and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. Out 
of this, 7.5 billion US dollar is earmarked for filling 
gaps in Kyiv's budget. Germany currently hosts the 
G7's rotating presidency. German Finance Minister 
Christian Lindner has announced a contribution of 1.1 
billion US dollars to Ukraine's budget. It came during 
a summit of finance ministers from the G7 
industrialized nations being held near the German city 
of Bonn. The European Commission has said it would 
pledge up to 9.5 billion US dollar of macro-financial 
assistance in the form of loans, to be complemented 
by support from international partners including the 
G7. The International Monetary Fund and Ukrainian 
officials have said the country needs 5 billion US 
dollar per month to continue paying government 
salaries and pensions and to cover other expenses.  
 
Biden reverses Trump's withdrawal of US troops 
from Somalia 
 
US President Joe Biden has approved the 
redeployment of US troops in Somalia, reversing a 
decision by his predecessor Donald Trump. The 
deployment was requested by the Pentagon to support 
the fight against militant group al-Shabab. President 
Trump withdrew 700 US troops from Somalia in 

International Events 
 

International Events
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2020. The move to re-establish a military presence in 
the East African country comes as long-overdue 
elections delivered a new president. Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud, a former peace activist, promised to work 
closely with international partners as he took office. 
Somalia has suffered from decades of chronic 
insecurity, and the Islamist militants who once 
controlled the country still hold large swathes of it and 
continue to collect taxes in places. Al-Shabab 
militants regularly carry out attacks in the capital 
Mogadishu, which they stepped up in the run-up to 
May's election in the hopes of derailing it. Somalia 
faces other formidable challenges including a drought 
that has left millions in urgent need of aid. 
Somalia 
 Capital: Mogadishu 
 Currency: Somali shilling 
 Official language: Somali  
 
Sweden's ruling party joins Finland in confirming 
NATO membership bid 
 
Finland's president and government announced that 
the Nordic country intends apply for membership of 
NATO, paving the way for the 30-member Western 
military alliance to expand amid Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. President Sauli Niinistö and Prime Minister 
Sanna Marin made the announcement of the historic 
policy shift from the country's traditional neutrality. 
Sweden's ruling Social Democratic Party later gave 
the green light to a NATO bid for its country, paving 
the way for the government to apply for membership 
jointly with Finland. However, Turkey has raised 
objections and has threatened to veto the bids. The 
Finnish Parliament is expected to endorse the decision 
in coming days, but it is considered a formality. A 
formal membership application will then be submitted 
to NATO headquarters in Brussels. 
NATO 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is an 
intergovernmental military alliance between 30 
member states – 28 European states, the United States, 
and Canada. NATO is a system of collective security: 
its independent member states agree to defend each 
other against attacks by third parties. It was 
established during the Cold War in response to the 
threat posed by the Soviet Union.  
 Formation: 4 April 1949 
 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 
 Secretary General: Jens Stoltenberg  

Biden makes $150 million commitment to ASEAN  
 
US President Joe Biden made energy and security 
pledges worth $150 million to Southeast Asian leaders 
during a two-day summit in Washington. The US-
ASEAN Special Summit, held for the first time in 
Washington, comes as the US seeks to strengthen ties 
with Southeast Asian countries as part of its Indo-
Pacific strategy in response to China's expansion. The 
new financial commitment includes a $40 million 
investment in infrastructure intended to help 
decarbonize the region's power supply and $60 million 
in maritime security, as well as some $15 million in 
health funding to aid in early detection of COVID-19 
and other respiratory pandemics. Additional funding 
will help the countries develop digital economy and 
artificial intelligence laws. In November alone, China 
pledged $1.5 billion in development assistance to 
ASEAN countries over three years to fight COVID. 
ASEAN 
ASEAN officially the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations, is a political and economic union of 10 
member states in Southeast Asia. It promotes 
intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates 
economic, political, security, military, educational, 
and sociocultural integration between its members and 
other countries in Asia. 
 Headquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia 
 Founded: 8 August 1967 
 Founders: Narciso Ramos, Abdul Razak Hussein, 

S. Rajaratnam, Adam Malik, Thanat Khoman  
 
Japan to offer $100 mn to Indo-Pacific nations to 
fight COVID-19 
 
Japan plans to offer $100 million in aid to developing 
countries in the Indo-Pacific region in their fight 
against the coronavirus pandemic. The funds will help 
in vaccination data management, border control and 
disposal of infectious waste. Hayashi made the 
comments on sidelines of a G7 Foreign Ministers 
meeting. At the meeting, G7 foreign ministers have 
reaffirmed their resolve to crank up pressure on 
Russia through measures including further sanctions 
to have Moscow halt its aggression and withdraw 
troops from Ukraine immediately.  
Japan 
 Prime minister: Fumio Kishida 
 Capital: Tokyo 
 Currency: Japanese yen  
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World's longest suspension footbridge opens in 
Czech Republic

A pedestrian suspension bridge that is the longest such 
construction in the world has opened at a mountain 
resort in the Czech Republic. The 721-meter (2,365-
foot) -long bridge is built at an altitude of more than 
1,100 meters (3,610 feet) above sea level. It connects 
two ridges of the mountains and hangs up to 95 meters 
(312 feet) above the valley below. Sky Bridge 721, as 
it is known, is located in the northeastern part of the 
country in the Kralicky Sneznik mountain range near 
the border with Poland, some 200 kilometers (125 
miles) east of Prague. The construction took two years 
and cost some 200 million Czech crowns ($8.3 
million).
Note: The previous longest such bridge is in Arouca, 
Portugal, and is 516 meters (1,693 feet) long.
Czech Republic
 Capital: Prague
 Currency: Czech koruna
 President: Miloš Zeman
 PM: Petr Fiala

Greece bans LGBTQ conversion therapy for 
minors

Greece has banned conversion therapy for minors, a
practice aimed at suppressing a person's sexual 
orientation or gender identity and which the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and trans community worldwide, as well 
as health experts, have condemned as harmful. Under 
the bill, which Greece's parliament approved, 
psychologists or other health professionals need a 
person's explicit consent to perform such treatment 
and face fines and a prison term if they violate the 
law. The government has drafted a national strategy 

that runs until 2025 on reforms promoting gender 
equality in Greece, a largely conservative country. 
Canada, New Zealand and France criminalized 
conversion therapy earlier this year. Greece also plans 
to ban surgeries on intersex infants and babies born 
with atypical chromosomes that affect their 
reproductive anatomy in a way that does not fit with 
the normative definition of male or female.

Greece
 PM: Kyriakos Mitsotakis
 Capital: Athens
 Currency: Euro
 Continent: Europe

Russia, Belarus banned from hosting international 
skating events

The International Skating Union (ISU) said Russia 
and Belarus will not be allowed to host international 
skating events following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 
The ISU had previously banned Russian and 
Belarusian skaters from participating in international
competitions. The ISU added it is looking for a 
replacement host for the Rostelecom Cup that is 
scheduled to take place in November.
Note: The International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) 
recently said Russia has been removed as hosts of the 
men's 2023 Ice Hockey World Championship

International Ice Hockey Federation: 
 Formation: 15 May 1908
 Headquarters: Zurich, Switzerland
 Membership: 82 members
 President: Luc Tardif
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Jet Airways gets DGCA nod to resume operations 
 
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
granted Jet Airways the Air Operator Certificate 
(AOC) on May 20, 2022, allowing the airline to 
resume its flight operations. This paves the way for 
the airline's comeback into the aviation industry with a 
completely new management and fresh funding after 
being grounded for three years. Jet Airways was 
granted the Air Operator Certificate after successfully 
completing all proving flights on May 17. Proving 
flights is the last step for an airline to obtain the AOC.  
Jet Airways Suspension and Revival:  
The Jet Airways was grounded in 2019 after its then 
promoters failed to provide liquidity, triggering the 
insolvency resolution process started. The airline was 
formerly owned by Naresh Goyal and had operated its 
last flight on April 17, 2019. The airline is now owned 
by a consortium of Kalrock Capital and UAE-based 
entrepreneur Murari Lal Jalan. The airline's 
Committee of Creditors (CoC) approved the 
resolution plan submitted by the consortium in 
October 2020. The new Jet Airways owners had 
applied for security clearance of the airline on 
December 13, 2021. Sanjiv Kapoor, an airline 
industry veteran was appointed as the new Chief 
Executive Officer of Jet Airways in April 2022. He is 
the former chief strategy and commercial officer at 
Vistara.  
 
RBI fines Bilaspur Nagrik Sahakari Bank ₹2.5 
lakh for violating norms 
 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a monetary 
penalty of ₹2.5 lakh on Bilaspur Nagrik Sahakari 
Bank for violation of certain directives issued by it. 
As per RBI, the bank had not adhered to the prudential 
inter-bank (gross) exposure limit, among other 
violations. Last month, RBI fined Bank of 
Maharashtra ₹1.12 crore for non-compliance. This 
penalty has been imposed in the exercise of powers 
vested in RBI under the provisions of Section 47 A (1) 
(c) read with Section 46 (4) (i) and Section 56 of the 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949, taking into account the 
failure of the bank to adhere to the aforesaid directions 
issued by RBI. 
  

RBI:  
 Governor: Shaktikanta Das  
 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
 Founder: British Raj 
 Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata 
 
RBI sets up panel to review customer service 
standards in banks 
 
The RBI said it has set up a six-member committee to 
review customer service standards in banks, NBFCs 
and other entities regulated by it. The committee will 
evaluate the efficacy, adequacy and quality of 
customer service and also suggest measures. It will 
submit a report in three months from the date of its 
first meeting, the RBI added. 
Details: 
It will also review the emerging and evolving needs of 
the customer service landscape, especially in the 
context of evolving digital/ electronic financial 
products and distribution landscape and suggest 
suitable regulatory measures. Besides, it has also been 
asked to identify the best practices, adopted globally 
and domestically, in customer service and grievance 
redressal, especially for improvement in services 
rendered to retail and small customers, including 
pensioners and senior citizens. Suggesting measures to 
leverage technology for enhancing customer service 
efficiencies, upgrading internal grievance redress 
mechanism in Regulated Entities and strengthening 
the overall consumer protection framework of RBI, is 
another task given to the panel. Other members of the 
panel are: A K Goel (Chairman IBA and MD & CEO, 
PNB), A S Ramasastri (former Director, IDRBT), 
Amitha Sehgal (Hon. Secretary, AIBDA), Rajeshri N 
Varhadi (Professor, University of Mumbai), and Anil 
Kumar Sharma (Executive Director, RBI). The RBI 
further said the Committee may also invite domain 
experts and RBI officials for consultations and/or to 
participate in its deliberations. 
 
Paytm constitutes joint venture general insurance 
company 
 
Paytm has announced a Joint Venture (JV) general 
insurance company named as Paytm General 
Insurance Ltd (PGIL). Paytm has announced plans to 

Banking & Economy 
 

Banking & Economy
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infuse Rs 950 crore in PGIL in tranches, over a period 
of 10 years and to hold an upfront equity stake of 74% 
in JV. Following the investment, Paytm General 
Insurance will become a subsidiary of Paytm. 
Incorporated in 2018, PGIL plans to register for and 
undertake general insurance business defined under 
Section 2(6B) of the Insurance Act, 1938 (“Insurance 
Act”). Notably, PGIL is yet to commence its general 
insurance business which is currently subject to 
receipt of the certificate of registration from IRDAI. 
At present, One 97 holds a 49% stake in PGIL, while 
the remaining 51% is held by VSS Holdings Private 
Limited (“VHPL”), a company owned and controlled 
by Vijay Shekhar Sharma. Post the completion of the 
transaction, PGIL will become a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Paytm where the latter will hold 74% 
shareholding, and the remaining 26% stake will be 
held by VHPL. 
 
India’s economic growth in current FY is 
estimated to be 8.9 percent: Finance Ministry  
 
Finance Minister and India’s Governor for the New 
Development Bank NDB Nirmala Sitharaman chaired 
the 7th Annual Meeting of Board of Governors of 
NDB through video-conferencing in New Delhi. Due 
to ongoing pandemic, this Annual Meeting of NDB 
which was hosted and chaired by India this year was 
organized in virtual mode. This year’s theme for the 
Annual Meeting was “NDB: Optimising Development 
Impact”, which is particularly important and relevant 
in the current global economic scenario. The Union 
Finance Minister mentioned that India’s economic 
growth in the current financial year has been robust 
and is estimated to be 8.9 percent which is the highest 
among all large economies. The meeting was also 
attended by Governors or Alternate Governors of 
Brazil, China, Russia, South Africa, and the newly 
joined members Bangladesh and United Arab 
Emirates UAE. 
NDB: 
NDB is a multilateral development bank, set up by the 
BRICS countries Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa in 2014 with the objective of mobilizing 
resources for infrastructure and sustainable 
development projects in the BRICS as well as other 
emerging markets and developing countries EMDCs 
of the world. The Bank was operationalized in 2015, 
with its Headquarters in Shanghai, China. Last year, 
NDB has expanded its membership to include four 

countries Bangladesh, UAE, Egypt, and Uruguay.  
NDB has so far approved 21 projects of India for an 
amount of 7.1 billion dollars.  
 
Icra forecasts 12-13% growth in Q1FY23, sticks to 
7.2% GDP for full fiscal 
 
Citing the second highest business activity index 
reading in 13 months, rating agency Icra forecast the 
economy to grow 12-13 per cent in the first quarter of 
the current fiscal. However, Icra has maintained its 
annual GDP projection at 7.2 per cent for this fiscal 
citing worries over inflation and the resultant RBI 
tightening. 
Icra:   
 Founded: 1991 
 Headquarters: Gurgaon, India 
 Managing Director & Group CEO: Ramnath 

Krishnan 
 Non-Executive chairman and independent 

director: Arun Duggal 
 Owner: Moody's Corporation  
 
Adani Group to buy 49% stake in Quintillion 
Business Media 
 
Adani Group’s media arm, AMG Media Networks 
Limited (AMG Media), is set to acquire a 49 per cent 
stake in Quintillion Business Media Limited (QBML). 
A shareholders’ agreement has been signed to this 
effect with Quintillion Media Limited (QML) and 
Quintillion Business Media Limited (QBML). Also, a 
Share Purchase Agreement with QML, QBML and 
Quint Digital Media Limited (QDML) was signed on 
May 13, 2022 in connection with its proposed 
acquisition of a 49 per cent stake in QBML. 
Quintillion Business Media Limited owns and 
operates an exclusive business and financial news 
digital media platform, viz., www.bqprime.com 
(formerly known as www.bloombergquint.com). 
Notably, the buzz over Adani Group’s media 
acquisition has been doing rounds for some time. 
The Quint 
 Formerly: Quint Digital Media Limited (formerly 

known as Gaurav Mercantiles Limited) 
 Owner: Raghav Bahl & Ritu Kapur (66.42%), 

Haldiram's Pvt Ltd (17-18%), Elara Capital Ltd 
(10%) & Mohan Lal Jain (4.99%) 

 CEO: Ritu Kapur  
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Morgan Stanley cuts India's FY23 growth forecast 
to 7.6%

Morgan Stanley pared India’s growth forecast for 
FY23 to 7.6 per cent from 7.9 per cent, estimated 
earlier. It said that a slowdown in global growth, 
higher commodity prices and risk aversion in global 
capital markets expose Asia’s third-largest economy 
to downside risks. “The key will likely be from an 
adverse impact on business sentiment as a slowdown 
in demand, higher inflation, and the cost of funding 
impair balance sheet strength and delay the capex 
recovery. On the domestic side, a change in policy 
stance by the government or central bank could 
expose the economy to macro stability risks, leading 
to slower growth,” it said. The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has revised downwards its growth projection for 
FY23 to 7.2 per cent from 7.8 per cent earlier. Last 
month, the World Bank also slashed its FY23 growth 
forecast for India to 8 per cent from 8.7 per cent 
estimated in January. It cited tepid recovery in 
consumption demand and escalating uncertainties due 
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Morgan Stanley:    
Morgan Stanley is an American multinational 
investment bank and financial services company 
headquartered at 1585 Broadway in Midtown 
Manhattan, New York City.
 Chairman & CEO: James P. Gorman

RBI hikes repo rate: Impact on Deposits

RBI surprised markets, experts, borrowers, depositors, 
and the industry among others by increasing the 
policy repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility 
(LAF) by 40 basis points to 4.40% with immediate 
effect. Further, the standing deposit facility (SDF) rate 
stands adjusted to 4.15%, and the marginal standing 
facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate are set at 
4.65%. Mounting inflation has been a cause of 
concern globally after the consistent rise in crude oil 
prices and the uncertainty over the Russia-Ukraine 
war.
But what does a rate hike mean on fixed deposits?
Any change in RBI's policy repo rate will have an 
impact on the lending and deposit rates of the bank. 
The rate hike is seen as good news for depositors but 
will imply higher interest rates on loans though. While 
the interest rates on term loans such as houses, cars, 
and personal among others - are seen to get higher 
during a rate hike. This is the opposite for deposits as 
they seem to become attractive with interest rates 
getting higher during rate hikes - giving hefty returns 
to depositors on their investments in traditional 
schemes, especially in fixed deposits which are less 
risker than compared to market instruments and also 
offer guaranteed returns.
Rates at a glance:
 Repo Rate: 4.40%
 Revers Repo: 3.35%
 MSF: 4.65%
 Bank Rate: 4.65%
 CRR: 4.50%
 SLR: 18%



HALFYEARLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 2022

Vijay Academy/vijay academy dehradun Vijay Academy Dehradun@vijay_academy_official

320

 
 
India and US sign Investment Incentive Agreement 
in Tokyo 
 
India and United States of America signed an 
Investment Incentive Agreement in Tokyo, Japan. The 
agreement was signed by India's Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Kwatra and Chief Executive Officer of US 
International Development Finance Corporation Scott 
Nathan. It is expected that signing of this agreement 
would lead to enhanced Investment support provided 
by Development Finance Corporation in India which 
will further help in country's development. Ministry of 
Finance said, proposals worth four billion dollars are 
under consideration by Corporation for providing 
investment support in India. The Corporation has 
provided investment support in sectors like COVID-
19 vaccine manufacturing, healthcare financing, 
renewable energy, financial inclusion and 
infrastructure among other. The Corporation or its 
predecessor agencies are active in India since 1974 
and have so far provided investment support worth 5.8 
billion dollar. This Incentive Incentive Agreement 
supersedes the earlier agreement signed in the year 
1997 between India-US. The agreement has been 
signed to keep pace with the additional investment 
support programmes offered by the Development 
Finance Corporation. 
 
RBL Bank ties up with Amazon Pay to offer UPI 
payment services 
 
RBL Bank, Amazon Pay, and Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) have partnered together to deliver universal 
payments interface (UPI) payments, which will 
include peer-to-peer and peer-to-merchant 
transactions. Amazon Pay would grant RBL Bank a 
UPI ID with the handle @rapl from the National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), resulting in a 
simplified payments experience using RBL Bank’s 
cloud-based processing infrastructure. With its AWS-
hosted payment processing technology, RBL 
strengthens its footprint in the UPI arena, allowing the 
bank to interact with Amazon Pay’s growing client 
base and transaction volumes. 
 
 

GeM inks MoU with Self Employed Women's 
Association 
 
Government eMarketplace, GeM and Self-Employed 
Women’s Association, SEWA inked a Memorandum 
of Understanding for the advocacy, outreach, 
mobilization and capacity-building of last-mile 
women-led micro and small enterprises, women 
entrepreneurs, SHGs, Associations, Cooperatives, 
Collectives, Not-for-Profit Section-8 Companies and 
various voluntary organizations as sellers and service 
providers in public procurement. The MoU was 
signed by Chief Executive Officer of GeM P. K. 
Singh and Vice-President of SEWA Rehana Riyawala 
in New Delhi. GeM will train SEWA members to 
assist and enable women-led micro and small 
enterprises, women entrepreneurs, SHGs among 
others, with GeM processes related to seller 
registration and on-boarding on the platform, upload 
or update of product or service catalogues, acceptance 
of orders, participation in bids floated by Government 
buyers, fulfillment of orders and invoice generation to 
receive payments directly into their bank accounts 
through the unified online national public 
procurement platform. 
SEWA:  
 Founded: 1972 
 Headquarters: Ahmedabad 
 Founder: Ela Bhatt 
 
Ministry of Heavy Industries signs MoU with 
NRDC for enhancement of Capital Goods Scheme 
 
Ministry of Heavy Industries has signed an MoU with 
National Research Development Corporation for 
undertaking various activities for smooth 
implementation of the Scheme for enhancement of 
competitiveness in the Indian capital goods sector. As 
per the MoU, signed in New Delhi, the corporation 
will conduct the activities like evaluation and review 
of the scheme, management of intellectual property 
rights, and commercialization support for the products 
developed under Capital Goods Scheme. The vision of 
this MoU is to make India a global hub for the 
manufacturing of capital goods. The NRDC was 
established in India in 1953 to help develop and 

MOU’s Signed 
 

MoU’s Signed
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promote technologies developed at various national 
R&D institutions. 
Ministry of Heavy Industries: 
 Formed: 7 July 2021 
 Ministry executives: Mahendra Nath Pandey, 

Minister of Heavy Industries, Krishan Pal Gujjar, 
Minister of State for Heavy Industries  

 
PhonePe to acquire WealthDesk, OpenQ, 
reportedly for $70 million 
 
Digital payments and financial services platform 
PhonePe will acquire wealth tech platforms 
WealthDesk and OpenQ to grow its presence in the 
wealth management space. The acquisitions together 
will amount to around $70 million. PhonePe will 
reportedly buy WealthDesk for roughly $50 million. 
WealthDesk's founder and the entire team will be 
working as a part of PhonePe and it will continue to 
remain an open platform for all players. PhonePe is 
also acquiring OpenQ (Quantech Capital Investment 
Advisors Private Limited), subject to necessary 
regulatory approvals. OpenQ is a smart beta wealth 
management platform, which designs investment 
strategies and optimal portfolio construction advice. 
Post acquisition, OpenQ will be instrumental in 
creating the Wealth Ecosystem for the PhonePe 
Group. 
PhonePe 
 Founded: 2015 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka 
 CEO: Sameer Nigam 
 Parent: Flipkart (Owned by Walmart) 
 Subsidiaries: Solvy Tech Solutions Pvt Ltd  
 
India and Nepal, sign six MoUs and Agreements 
related to education and hydropower sectors 
 
India and Nepal signed and exchanged six 
Memorandum of Understandings and Agreements. 
They include an MoU between Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations and Lumbini Buddhist University 
on the establishment of Dr. Ambedkar Chair for 
Buddhist Studies and an MoU between Indian Council 
of Cultural Relations and Kathmandu University on 
the establishment of the ICCR Chair of Indian Studies. 
A letter of Agreement between Kathmandu University 
and Indian Institute of Technology (IITM) was also 
signed for a joint degree program at Master’s level. 

An Agreement between SJVN Ltd and Nepal 
Electricity Authority for Development and 
implementation of Arun 4 Project was also signed. 
The MoUs and Agreements were signed after bilateral 
talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his 
Nepalese counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba in 
Lumbini. 
Nepal: 
 Prime minister: Sher Bahadur Deuba  
 Capital: Kathmandu 
 Currency: Nepalese rupee 
 President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari  
 
Adani to become India's 2nd biggest cement maker 
with $10.5 bn Holcim deal 
 
Adani Group has acquired Holcim's stake in Ambuja 
Cements and ACC in a $10.5 billion deal, making it 
the second-biggest cement producer in India. It will be 
the largest-ever acquisition for Adani Group and the 
largest-ever transaction in India's infrastructure and 
materials space. Switzerland-based Holcim holds 
63.19% stake in Ambuja Cements and 54.53% in 
ACC. Ambuja and ACC have a combined capacity to 
produce at least 70 million tonnes of cement annually, 
second to UltraTech Cement's 120 million tonnes 
capacity. This will also be the largest-ever acquisition 
for Adani Group. 
Ambuja Cements 
 CEO: Neeraj Akhoury 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: 1983 
 Parent organizations: Holcim Group, Holderind 

Investments Ltd. 
 Subsidiaries: Dirk India Private Limited, etc. 
 Founders: Narotam Sekhsaria, Suresh Kumar 

Neotia  
 
Swiggy buys Dineout from Times Internet for 
reported $200 million 
 
Food delivery giant Swiggy has signed an agreement 
with Times Internet to acquire Dineout, popular 
dining out and restaurant tech platform. According to 
sources familiar with the development, the deal is 
valued at $200 million. Swiggy will double down on 
the synergies with Dineout’s offerings, including 
dining out table reservations and events. Post the 
acquisition, Dineout will continue to operate as an 
independent app. The acquisition will allow the food 
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delivery platform to explore synergies and offer new 
experiences in a high-use category. Dineout has a 
network of over 50,000 restaurant partners in 20 
cities. Founders Ankit Mehrotra, Nikhil Bakshi, Sahil 
Jain and Vivek Kapoor will join Swiggy once the 
acquisition is completed. 
 
Swiggy 
 Founded: July 2014 
 Headquarters: Bangalore, Karnataka 
 Owner: Naspers 
 Founder(s): Sriharsha Majety, Nandan Reddy & 

Rahul Jaimini 
 CEO: Sriharsha Majety  
 
UNDP and Agriculture Ministry signs MoU for 
Credit Strategic Partnership 
 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and the 
United Nations Development Programme have signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding wherein UNDP will 
provide technical support towards Centre’s 
aspirational Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
scheme (PMFBY) and Kisan Credit Card - Modified 
Interest Subvention Scheme. Under the MoU, UNDP 
will leverage its expertise in systems and global 
know-how for supporting the Ministry of Agriculture 
for the implementation of combined agriculture credit 
and crop insurance. The MoU was signed in the 
presence of Union Minister of Agriculture Narendra 
Singh Tomar by Chief Executive Officer of PMFBY 
Ritesh Chauhan and UNDP Resident Representative 
Shoko Noda. KCC-MISS and PMFBY were created 
with the goal of addressing the shortcomings of prior 
schemes and creating a structure that provides better 
implementation alternatives for all stakeholders while 
attaining the desired outcomes. Several new 
provisions have been included to the Schemes to this 
end. One of the most appealing aspects of the present 
plans is that they apply evenly across the country and 
cover all crops. According to the MoU, UNDP will 
provide responsive, demand-driven technical 
assistance for the effective implementation of 
agriculture-credit and crop insurance, as well as 
capacity development and IEC support to existing 
national and state-institutions. 
 
 
 
 

BYJU'S buys Northwest Executive Education for 
$100 mn: Report 
 
Edtech startup BYJU’S group company Great 
Learning has acquired Singapore-based Northwest 
Executive Education for $100 Mn in a stock and cash 
deal. According to a report, the acquisition will help 
Northwest Executive Education and Great Learning 
expand their offerings across markets such as India, 
the US, Europe and Latin America. As per the deal, 
Northwest will continue to work independently, while 
its cofounders – Mohit Jain, Tamhant Jain and 
Maitreyi Singhvi – will continue to lead the company. 
Founded in 2015 by Mohit, Tamhant and Singhvi, 
Northwest offers executive education programmes in 
various disciplines such as management, leadership, 
technology, healthcare, and innovation, among others. 
It claims to have participants from more than 50 
countries. Northwest has partnered with several 
universities, including Yale, UC Berkeley, MIT, 
University of Chicago, and UCLA. This is the second 
acquisition by BYJU’S in the executive education 
space after acquiring Great Learning for $600 Mn in 
July last year. It also acquired Toppr around the same 
time.  
 
Pfizer to buy Biohaven for $11.6 bn in its biggest 
deal since 2016 
 
Pfizer will acquire biotech group Biohaven 
Pharmaceuticals for $11.6 billion, marking its biggest 
deal since 2016. Biohaven's Rimegepant medication, 
used as both a treatment and preventative for 
migraines, is expected to bring in sales of over $4 
billion by 2030. This comes as Pfizer expects sales of 
its COVID-19 vaccines to drop from last year's highs. 
The boards of both companies have approved the deal. 
Flush with $32 billion in cash after its success with 
Covid-19 drugs, Pfizer has been looking to add 
treatments as patents for its top-selling drugs like 
blood thinner Eliquis near expiration 
Pfizer 
 CEO: Albert Bourla 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 Founded: 1849 
 Subsidiaries: Arena Pharmaceuticals, Hospira, 

Pfizer Ltd, etc. 
 Founders: Charles Pfizer, Charles F. Erhart  
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Skill Ministry join hands with ISRO, launches 
ISRO Technical Training Programme 
 
The Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) signs an MoU 
(Memorandum of Understanding) with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation with the goal of 
upskilling the technical workforce at the Department 
of Space of ISRO. Shri Rajesh Aggarwal, Secretary 
MSDE, and Shri S. Somanath, Secretary Department 
of Space/ Chairman ISRO, signed the MoU. The 
initiative aims to establish a formal framework for 
short-term courses to provide training for the skill 
development and capacity building of ISRO technical 
professionals in the space domain in the country, in 
accordance with industry requirements. Over the next 
five years, more than 4000 ISRO technical 
professionals will be taught in the programme. The 
training will take place at MSDE’s National Skill 
Training Institutes (NSTIs) throughout India. The 
training program’s goal is to improve the abilities of 
diverse technical professionals in ISRO centres and 
units under the Department of Space (DOS). The 
programme will provide training in certain disciplines 
to enhance employees’ skill sets in accordance with 
the latest industry trends and requirements, with the 
support of MSDE and its state-of-the-art training 
institutes around the country. Under the terms of the 
MoU, ISRO will collaborate with MSDE and the 
accompanying NSTI to develop a thorough training 
calendar, curriculum, and syllabus to meet the 
program’s larger goals. The trainees will receive 
trainee kits from ISRO.  
 
Ukraine, UK sign deal on preferential trade 
 
Ukraine and the UK have signed an agreement on the 
abolition of import duties and tariff quotas. The 
preferential trade agreement, which will be in place 
for 12 months, is set to boost the exports of high 
value-added goods from Ukraine, including flour, 
grain, dairy products, poultry, tomato paste, honey, 
corn, wheat, juices, mushrooms and sugar. Last 
month, the European Union decided to abolish tariffs 
and quotas on Ukrainian industrial goods and foods. 
Ukraine 
 Capital: Kyiv 
 President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
 Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia 
 Prime minister: Denys Shmyhal  

Akasa Air ties up with Navitaire for digital 
retailing, reservations system 
 
India's newest airline Akasa Air has chosen 
reservation systems provider Navitaire so that it can 
run reliable operations and offer affordable travel 
options to its passengers. Akasa Air, backed by ace 
investor Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, and aviation veterans 
Vinay Dube and Aditya Ghosh, is expected to begin 
its commercial operations in July. New Skies is 
Navitaire's order-based reservation and retailing 
system and SkyLedger is its revenue accounting 
system. Navitaire's systems are currently used by over 
60 airlines across the world. Akasa Air had in August 
last year received the no-objection-certificate from the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation to operate commercial 
flights. Three months later, the airline signed a deal 
with US-based aircraft manufacturer Boeing to 
purchase 72 Boeing 737 Max planes. 
Navitaire: 
 Headquarters: Minneapolis, Minnesota, United 

States 
 Founded: 1993 
 Parent organization: Amadeus IT Group 
 CEO: David Evans  
 
India, Denmark to strengthen Green Strategic 
Partnership 
 
India and Denmark agreed to further strengthen the 
Green Strategic Partnership with a focus on green 
hydrogen, renewable energy and wastewater 
management. A number of agreements covering 
sectors such as green shipping, animal husbandry and 
dairying, water management, energy, cultural 
exchange were inked after the bilateral talks. 
Ministries from both sides sign Memorandum of 
Understanding to enhance the existing cooperation 
and to launch new initiatives, including a Smart 
Laboratory on Clean River Water in Varanasi and a 
Centre of Excellence on Smart Water Resources 
Management. India and Denmark also confirmed their 
continued collaboration in the field of antimicrobial 
resistance. Both countries also welcomed the 
international agreement at COP26 on the need for 
accelerated climate action for holding the increase in 
the global average temperature to well below two 
degree above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts 
to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial level. 
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Denmark 
 Capital: Copenhagen 
 Currency: Danish krone 
 PM: Mette Frederiksen  
 Official language: Danish  
 
Germany pledges €10 billion for bilateral 
cooperation with India 
 
India and Germany to launch an Indo-German 
Partnership for Green and Sustainable Development. 
Under this, Germany has committed to providing 
additional development assistance of €10 billion till 
2030 to support India’s green growth plans. This 
assistance will be provided to India under the Joint 
Declaration of Intent (JDI) on Green and Sustainable 
Development Partnership signed between both nations 
on May 2. The Indo-German Cooperation on 
Sustainable Development and Climate Action is 
guided by the commitments of India and Germany 
under the Paris Agreement and the SDGs, including 
pursuing efforts to hold the increase in the global 
average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial 
levels.  
 
Japan, Thailand sign defence deal during PM 
Kishida's visit 
 
The leaders of Japan and Thailand announced a new 
defence agreement as well as plans to upgrade their 
economic relations. The agreement would facilitate 
the transfer of defence hardware and technology from 
Japan to Thailand, which has one of the region's 
biggest and most equipped armies and a long history 
of ties with the United States military. Southeast Asia 
has for decades been an important region for Japan, 
hosting some of its biggest names in industry, from 
infrastructure, engineering and industrial zones to the 
manufacturing of vehicles and electronics. The region 
remains a battleground between the United States, 
Japan's close ally, and rival China, Southeast Asia's 
biggest trade partner. 
 
Qualcomm India teamed up with MeiTY’s C-DAC 
to assist Indian chipset startups 
 
This year Qualcomm India has announced a 
collaboration with the C-DAC, an autonomous 

scientific society of the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology (MeiTY), Government of 
India. C-DAC will be an outreach partner for the 
program and facilitate exposure for the participating 
startups. Under this collaboration, C-DAC and 
Qualcomm India plan to help in innovation, product 
developme. Qualcomm India will be conducting a 
Qualcomm Semiconductor Mentorship Program 2022 
for select startups from the semiconductor space in 
India. The intent is to provide and facilitate 
mentorship, technical training, and industry outreach 
for startups. 
 
L&T, IIT Bombay collaborate to develop green 
hydrogen technology 
 
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has signed an agreement 
with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay 
to jointly pursue research and development work in 
the Green Hydrogen value chain. Under the 
agreement, both the institutions would contribute to 
the development of the Green Hydrogen industry in 
India while developing technology in this field. 
Hydrogen when produced through the electrolysis 
process using renewable energy is known as Green 
Hydrogenwhich has no carbon footprint. The Central 
Government in February 2022 notified the Green 
Hydrogen policy aimed at boosting the production of 
Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia to help the 
nation become a global hub for the environmentally 
friendly version of the molecule. For countries like 
India, with its ever-increasing oil and gas import bill, 
Green Hydrogen will help provide crucial energy 
security by reducing the overall dependence on 
imported fossil fuels. It should be noted that India has 
its own ambitious target of becoming net-zero by 
2070.  
 
ONGC inks MoU with Norway's Equinor 
 
ONGC has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Equinor, the Norwegian state-owned 
multinational energy company. The MoU was inked 
in New Delhi for collaboration and partnership in 
areas of upstream exploration and production, 
midstream, downstream and Clean energy options. 
Equinor is the leading operator on the Norwegian 
continental shelf, present in around 30 countries 
worldwide. The MoU was signed during the visit of a 
high-level delegation of Norway to India. 
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Pune's Ashok Dyalchand nominated for World's 
Children's Prize award for decade 
 
Pune resident Ashok Dyalchand has been nominated 
for the World's Children's Prize Decade Child Rights 
Hero award which is given by the World's Children's 
Prize Foundation. The 74-year-old activist is among 
the eight nominees, including Ghana's Kofi Annan 
and Pakistan's Malala Yousafzai, selected for the 
award. Notably, Ashok campaigns against child 
marriages through his institute in India. Dyalchand 
won the prize, also known as the Children’s Nobel 
Prize, in 2019. Since the launch of the WCPF in 2000, 
at least 46 million children have participated in the 
World’s Children’s Prize programme. More than 
74,000 schools in 119 countries support the WCPF. In 
the global vote, millions of children select the winner 
of the prestigious award for outstanding work for the 
rights of children, according to CEO Magnus 
Bergmar.   
 
Music Academy announces Sangita Kalanidhi 
awards 
 
Renowned vocalist and guru, Neyveli R 
Santanagopalan, eminent mridangam artiste and guru, 
‘Tiruvarur’ Bhakthavathsalam, and Lalgudi violin 
duo, G J R Krishnan and Vijayalakshmi were named 
for the prestigious Sangita Kalanidhi awards of the 
Music Academy for 2020, 2021, and 2022. The Music 
Academy announced Sangita Kalanidhi award 
winners for the years 2020, 2021 and 2022. The 
physical festival could not be conducted in the last 
two years because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Chief 
Minister M K Stalin will present the awards while 
inaugurating the 96th Annual Conference and 
Concerts on December 15, 2022, N Murali, President, 
Music Academy. 
For the Sangita Kala Acharya awards: 
The Academy has chosen nagaswaram exponent 
Kivalur N G Ganesan (2020), vocalist, musicologist, 
and guru Dr Ritha Rajan (2021), and Vainika and 
musicologist Dr R S Jayalakshmi (2022). 
T T K Award for 2020, 2021, and 2022: 
Noted vocalist and guru Thamarakkad Govindan 
Namboodri, versatile percussionist Nemani 
Somayajulu, and noted Kanjra artiste A V Anand will 

receive the T T K Award for 2020, 2021, and 2022 
respectively. 
Musicologist award: 
The Musicologist award for 2020 will be presented to 
Dr V Premalatha for the year 2020. Nritya Kalanidhi 
will be presented to Bharatanatyam exponents Rama 
Vaidyanathan (2020) and Narthaki Nataraj (2021). 
Bragha Bessell, widely respected Abhinaya expert and 
guru, will be awarded the prize for 2022. 
 
Genius Energy wins Amazon Smbhav 
Entrepreneurship Challenge 2022 
 
An innovator from Rajasthan who has developed the 
technology of saving energy in boilers by recycling 
steam, Subhash Ola has won the 1st prize for the 
Amazon Smbhav Entrepreneurship Challenge 2022 
and his enterprise “Geniusenergy Critical Innovation 
Private Limited” has won the Start-up of the Year 
award. The technology was first developed to make 
khoya and other milk products, and the portfolio of 
applications was later extended to textile, milk and 
food, pharma, plywood, paper mills, leather industry, 
chemical industry, hot water boiler generator, plastic 
recycle, laundry, hospitals and so on. Geniusenergy 
Critical Innovation, a start-up recognized by Govt. of 
India, was incubated by the National Innovation 
Foundation (NIF), an autonomous body of the 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Govt. 
of India. It serves clientele in a variety of industries 
for their energy needs, helps them reduce cost, and at 
the same time protects the environment. Shri Ola was 
one amongst, close to 2000 entrepreneurs of our 
country contesting for this Start-up of the Year award, 
representing 240 cities across the length and breadth 
of the country and all major sectors be it Healthcare, 
Fintech, E-commerce, Blockchain, EdTech, Consumer 
Products, Emerging Tech (AI, ML, etc.) and others. 
 
Gautam Adani among 3 Indians on TIME's 100 
Most Influential People of 2022 list 
 
India's richest person Gautam Adani, SC advocate 
Karuna Nundy and Kashmiri human rights activist 
Khurram Parvez have been featured in TIME 
magazine's world's 100 most influential people of 
2022 list. Adani has featured in 'Titans' section 

Awards & Recognitions 
 

Awards & Recognition
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alongside Apple CEO Tim Cook. Nundy and Parvez 
have featured in 'Leaders' section with Russian and 
Ukrainian Presidents Vladimir Putin and Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. Also on the list is Khurram Parvez, 
chairperson of the Asian Federation Against 
Involuntary Disappearances. 
TIME magazine:  
 Editor-in-chief: Edward Felsenthal 
 Categories: News magazine 
 First issue: March 3, 1923 
 Country: United States 
 Language: English 
 
Global Health Leaders Award 2022 winners 
 
Dr. Paul Farmer: Dr Farmer was recognised for his 
contributions towards providing direct healthcare 
services for those who are sick and living in poverty. 
Dr Ahmed Hankir: Recognised for his anti-stigma 
programme that blends in the power of performing 
arts and storytelling with psychiatryLudmila Sofia 
Oliveira Varela: Volleyball player was honoured for 
facilitating access to sports as an alternative to risky 
behaviour in youth Yohei Sasakawa: For his global 
fight against leprosy and the associated stigma and 
social discrimination Polio workers in Afghanistan: 
Eight polio workers who were shot and killed by 
armed gunmen in Afghanistan on February 24, 2022. 
They were reaching thousands of children through 
house-to-house Polio campaigns ASHA workers: 
More than 1 million female volunteers in India were 
honoured for their crucial role in linking the 
community with the health system. 
Global Health Leaders Award: 
Global Health Leaders Awards were established in 
2019. The ceremony of the awards was part of the 
live-streamed high-level opening session of the 75th 
World Health Assembly. The Director-General of 
WHO Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus announced 
the awards himself. The awardees are also selected by 
the Director-General. 
 
Rapper Lil Nas X to be honoured with 2022 Hal 
David Starlight Award 
 
Rapper Lil Nas X will be honoured with Hal David 
Starlight Award at the 2022 Songwriters Hall of Fame 
ceremony. The award recognises young songwriters 
making significant impact in the music industry 
through their original songs. At the age of 23, Lil Nas 

X will become one of the youngest recipients of the 
award after Taylor Swift and Nick Jonas. Previous 
honorees include Drake, Taylor Swift, Halsey, Sara 
Bareilles, Ed Sheeran, Imagine Dragons’ Dan 
Reynolds, John Legend, Alicia Keys, Benny Blanco, 
John Mayer, and others. The award was established in 
2004 to honour SHOF chairman emeritus Hal David 
for his support of young songwriters.  
 
Wesley Morgan wins Colby award for 'The 
Hardest Place' 
 
Author and journalist, Wesley Morgan has won the 
William E. Colby Award 2022 for his military and 
intelligence writing. He was cited for his book “The 
Hardest Place: The American Military Adrift in 
Afghanistan’s Pech Valley.” The Colby Award, a 
$5,000 prize named for the former ambassador and 
CIA director William E. Colby, is given for “a major 
contribution to the understanding of military history, 
intelligence operations or international affairs.” The 
Colby Award is presented by Norwich University in 
Northfield, Vermont. The Colby award was 
established in 1999.  
 
Ajay Piramal receives Order of the British Empire 
award 
 
Chairman of the Piramal Group, Ajay Piramal has 
received an honorary Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire (CBE) by Her Majesty The Queen.  He 
received the award for services to the UK-India trade 
relationship as India Co-Chair of the UK-India CEO 
Forum. As co-chair of the India-UK CEO forum since 
2016, the endeavour has been to help strengthen the 
strong bilateral relations between the two countries 
through greater economic cooperation. 
Honorary Commander of the Order of The British 
Empire 
A prominent national role of a lesser degree, a 
conspicuous leading role in regional affairs through 
achievement or service to the community, or a highly 
distinguished, innovative contribution in his or her 
area of activity. The award was Instituted in 1917 by 
King George V.  
 
Hyderabad airport wins green award for 5th 
consecutive year 
 
The Rajiv Gandhi International Airport in Hyderabad 
has won a silver award for efficient carbon 
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management in the Airports Council International's 
(ACI) Green Airports Recognition programme. This is 
for the fifth consecutive time that the airport has won 
the award. It was announced in the 15-50 million 
passengers per annum category in the Asia-Pacific 
region. ACI’s Green Airports Recognition programme 
promotes environmental best practices to minimise the 
aviation industry’s impact on the environment. It 
recognizes ACI Asia-Pacific members for outstanding 
environmental initiatives and projects. 
ACI: 
Airports Council International (ACI) is an 
organization of airport authorities aimed at unifying 
industry practices for airport standards. Established in 
1991, its headquarters (ACI World) is based in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, and its members operate 
nearly 2000 airports. Major programmes include 
safety enhancement (APEX) and Airport Service 
Quality Awards (ASQ), based on passenger 
satisfaction ratings.  
 
Billboard Music Awards 2022 winners: BTS 
creates history after 3 wins 
 
The Billboard Music Awards 2022 honours the artists 
across genres whose music has received the most 
fanfare over the past year were held May 15, 2022, at 
the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. At the 
2022 Billboards Music Awards, BTS created history 
by winning 3 out of 6 awards they were nominated 
for. The septet bagged Top Selling Song, Top 
Duo/Group, and Top Song Sales Artist for their super 
hit song ‘Butter’. This is also the second year in a row 
that BTS has won these three awards at Billboards 
Music Awards. BTS has also now overtaken Destiny’s 
Child to become the group to win the most Billboard 
Music Awards in history. The K-pop group holds 12 
Billboard Music Awards against Destiny’s Child’s 11 
awards. 
Billboard Music Awards 2022 Full List of winners 
 Top Artist: Drake 
 Top New Artist: Olivia Rodrigo 
 Top Male Artist: Drake 
 Top Female Artist: Olivia Rodrigo 
 Top Duo/Group: BTS 
 Top Billboard 200 Artist: Taylor Swift 
 Top Hot 100 Artist: Olivia Rodrigo 
 Top Streaming Songs Artist: Olivia Rodrigo 
 Top Song Sales Artist: BTS 
 Top Radio Songs Artist: Olivia Rodrigo 

 Top Billboard Global 2022 Artist (New): Olivia 
Rodrigo 

 Top Billboard Global (Excl. U.S.) Artist (New): 
Ed Sheeran 

 Top Tour: The Rolling Stones (No Filter Tour) 
 Top R&B Artist: Doja Cat 
 Top R&B Male Artist: The Weekend 
 Top R&B Female Artist: Doja Cat 
 Top R&B Tour: Bruno Mars (Bruno Mars at Park 

MGM) 
 Top Rap Artist: Drake 
 Top Rap Male Artist: Drake 
 Top Rap Female Artist: Megan Thee Stallion 
 Top Rap Tour: Omarion & Bow Wow (The 

Millenium Tour 2021) 
 Top Country Artist: Taylor Swift 
 Top Country Male Artist: Morgan Wallen 
 Top Country Female Artist: Taylor Swift 
 Top Country Duo/Group: Dan +Shay 
 Top Country Tour: Eric Church 
 Top Rock Artist: Glass Animals 
 Top Rock Tour: The Rolling Stones (No Filter 

Tour) 
 Top Latin Artist: Bad Bunny 
 Top Latin Male Artist: Bad Bunny 
 Top Latin Female Artist: Kali Uchis 
 Top Latin Duo/Group: Eslabon Armado 
 Top Latin Tour: Los Bukis 
 Top Dance/Electronic Artist: Lady Gaga 
 Top Christian Artist: Ye 
 Top Gospel Artist: Ye 
 Top Billboard 200 Album: Olivia Rodrigo, SOUR 
 Top Soundtrack: Encanto 
 Top R&B Album: Doja Cat, Planet Her 
 Top Rap Album: Drake, Certified Lover Boy 
 Top Country Album: Taylor Swift, Red (Taylor’s 

version) 
 Top Rock Album: Twenty one pilots, Scaled and 

Icy 
 Top Latin Album: Karol G, KG0516 
 Top Dance/Electronic Album: Illenium, Fallen 

Embers 
 Top Christian Album: Ye, Donda 
 Top Gospel Album: Ye, Donda 
 Top Hot 100 Song: The Kid LAROI & Justin 

Beiber, “Stay” 
 Top Streaming Song: The Kid LAROI & Justin 

Beiber, “Stay” 
 Top Selling Song: BTS, “Butter” 
 Top Radio Song: Dua Lipa, “Levitating” 
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 Top Collaboration: The Kid LAROI & Justin 
Beiber, “Stay” 

 Top Billboard Global 200 Song: The Kid LAROI 
& Justin Beiber, “Stay” 

 Top Billboard Global (Excel. U.S.) Song (New): 
The Kid LAROI & Justin Beiber, “Stay” 

 Top Viral Song: Doja Cat ft. SZA, “Kiss Me 
More” 

 Top R&B Song: Silk Iconic (Bruno Mars, 
Anderson.Paak), “Leave the Door Open” 

 Top rap Song: Lil Nas X ft. Jack Harlow, 
“Industry Baby” 

 Top Country Song: Walker Hayes, “fancy Like” 
 Top Rock SOng: Maneskin, “Beggin” 
 Top Latin Song: Kali Uchis, “telepatia” 
 Top Dance/Electronic Song: Elton John & Dua 

Lipa, “Cold Heart-PNAU Remix” 
 Top Christian Song: Ye, “Hurricane” 
 Top Gospel Song: Ye, “Hurricane” 
 PSG star Kylian Mbappe wins French league's 

best player award for 3rd time 
 
Paris Saint-Germain striker Kylian Mbappe won 
the French league's best player award for the third 
time in his career. 
 
Mbappe is out of contract at PSG next month and 
touted to join Karim Benzema at Real Madrid in what 
would be a formidable attack force. Mbappe is the 
league's top scorer with 25 goals for the French 
champion and has netted 36 in all competitions. The 
awards are given annually by the National Union of 
Professional Football Players (UNFP) to players in 
France's top two divisions. The 23-year-old France 
star won the award last year when Mbappe netted a 
career-high 42 goals overall and in 2019.The trophy 
was not awarded in 2020 after the coronavirus 
pandemic ended the season 10 games early. 
French League 
 Current champion: Paris Saint-Germain F.C. (10th 

title) 
 Founded: 1932 
 Headquarters: Paris, France 
 Top goalscorer: Delio Onnis (300) 
 Most appearances: Mickaël Landreau (620)  
 
Pooja awarded by PETA, 1st  Indian director not to 
use animals in films 
 
In response to an appeal from People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) India, Fish Eye 

Network Director Pooja Bhatt has made history by 
becoming the first film director in the country to 
pledge never to use live animals in the company’s 
films. PETA India’s appeal asked that superior 
technology, such as animatronics, CGI (computer-
generated imagery), and visual effects, be used instead 
of live animals. PETA India has sent Fish Eye 
Network a Compassionate Film Production Company 
Award. Bhatt received a Hero to Animals Award from 
PETA India last year in recognition of her calls for a 
ban on horse carriage rides, her work to sterilise and 
rescue community cats, and her efforts to help animals 
in many other ways. 
PETA 
 Founded: 22 March 1980 
 Headquarters: Virginia, United States 
 Senior VP, Campaigns: Dan Mathews 
 Founders: Ingrid Newkirk, Alex Pacheco  
 
Vice President confers International Gandhi 
Award for Leprosy, 2021 
 
Vice President of India Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu 
presented the International Gandhi Awards for 
Leprosy, 2021 to Dr. Bhushan Kumar of Chandigarh 
under the Indian nomination (individual) category and 
Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust, Gujarat under the 
institutional category. The award was given during a 
function in New Delhi on April 13, 2022. The annual 
award has been instituted by Gandhi Memorial 
Leprosy Foundation to recognise the work of 
individuals and organisations who have worked 
tirelessly to fight this disease and the prejudices 
associated with it. The award commemorates the 
compassion that Gandhiji possessed and service he 
rendered towards people afflicted with leprosy.  
 
Deepika Padukone 1st Indian to become Louis 
Vuitton House Ambassador 
 
Louis Vuitton Malletier, commonly known as Louis 
Vuitton(LV), is a French luxury fashion house that has 
appointed Indian Actress Deepika Padukone as its 
House Ambassador. She becomes the first Indian to 
hold the position of House Ambassador for Louis 
Vuitton. The Other Louis Vuitton House Ambassador 
includes Hollywood’s Emma Stone and China’s 
leading actor, Zhou Dongyu. Louis Vuitton is owned 
by Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton SE, commonly 
known as LVMH or Louis Vuitton.  
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Key Points: 
 The announcement comes timed with the launch 

of the Louis Vuitton Dauphine bag campaign. 
 In 2020, Deepika Padukone became the first 

Indian actor to feature in Louis Vuitton’s pre-fall 
2020 campaign.  

 In April 2022, she was chosen to be part of the 9-
member jury presided by French actor Vincent 
Lindon for the 75th Festival De Cannes (75th 
Cannes Film Festival).  

 
President Kovind presents Gallantry Awards at 
Defence Investiture Ceremony- 2022 
 
President Ram Nath Kovind presented Gallantry 
Awards at Defence Investiture Ceremony- 2022 at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi. Army Chief 
General Manoj Pande received Param Vishisht Seva 
Medal from the President. Captain Ashutosh Kumar 
was awarded the Shaurya Chakra posthumously. He 
was martyred during a counter-terror operation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Havildar Anil Tomar of 
Rashtriya Rifles, Havildar Pinku Kumar, Havildar 
Kashirai Bammanalli, Naib Subedar Sreejith M, and 
Sepoy Jaswanth Reddy were awarded Shaurya Chakra 
posthumously for their acts of gallantry. The 
ceremony was attended by Vice President Venkaiah 
Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister 
Dr S Jaishankar among others.  
 
NASA climate scientist Cynthia Rosenzweig wins 
$2,50,000 World Food Prize 
 
A Nasa climate research scientist who has spent much 
of her career explaining how global food production 
must adapt to a changing climate was awarded the 
World Food Prize. Cynthia Rosenzweig, an 
agronomist, and climatologist were awarded the 
$250,000 prize in recognition of her innovative 
modeling of the impact of climate change on food 
production. She is a senior research scientist at the 
Nasa Goddard Institute for Space Studies and serves 
as an adjunct senior research scientist at the Columbia 
Climate School at Columbia University, both based in 
New York. Rosenzweig, whose win was announced 
during a ceremony at the state department in 
Washington, said she hopes it will focus attention on 
the need to improve food and agricultural systems to 
lessen the effects of climate change. The Des Moines-

based World Food Prize Foundation award recognized 
Rosenzweig as the founder of the Agricultural Model 
Intercomparison and Improvement Project. The 
organization draws scientists from around the world 
and from many disciplines to advance methods for 
improving predictions of the future performance of 
agricultural and food systems as the global climate 
changes. The foundation credited her work with 
directly helping decision-makers in more than 90 
countries establish plans to prepare for climate 
change.  
 
Nepali mountaineer beats own record by scaling 
Mount Everest for 26th time 
 
Nepal’s legendary climber Kami Rita Sherpa has 
climbed Mt Everest, the tallest peak in the world for 
the 26th time to set a new world record. Leading an 
11-member rope fixing team, Kami Rita & his team 
reached the summit, breaking his own previous world 
record. The climbing route used by Kami Rita was 
pioneered by New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Nepal’s sherpa Tenzing Norgay in 1953 and remains 
the most popular. Everest has been climbed 10,657 
times since it was first scaled in 1953 from Nepali and 
Tibetan sides – many have climbed multiple times, 
and 311 people have died so far, according to the 
Himalayan Database. The 52-year-old followed in his 
father’s footsteps and became a mountain guide, first 
summiting the peak in 1994. He has climbed Everest 
almost every year since. 
Nepal 
 Capital: Kathmandu 
 Currency: Nepalese rupee 
 President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari 
 Prime minister: Sher Bahadur Deuba  
 
Sean Bean wins Leading Actor, Jodie Comer bags 
Leading Actress at BAFTA TV Awards 
 
Sean Bean won the award in the Leading Actor 
category, while Jodie Comer bagged the Leading 
Actress award at the BAFTA TV Awards 2022. Sean 
won the award for his performance in 'Time' and Jodie 
was awarded for her role in 'Help'. Gabrielle Creevy 
and Jo Hartley's comedy-drama 'In My Skin' won the 
Best Drama Series award. 
See all the winners below: 
 Leading Actress: Jodie Comer, Help  
 Leading Actor: Sean Bean, Time  
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 Drama Series: In My Skin  
 Comedy Entertainment Programme: The Lateish 

Show With Mo Gilligan  
 Virgin Media’s Must-See Moment (voted for by 

the public): Strictly Come Dancing Rose And 
Giovanni’s Silent Dance To ‘Symphony’ 

 Entertainment Performance: Big Zuu, Big Zuu’s 
Big Eats  

 Soap & Continuing Drama: Coronation Street  
 Male Performance In A Comedy Programme: 

Jamie Demetriou, Stath Lets Flats 
 Factual Series: Uprising  
 Mini-Series: Time 
 Female Performance In A Comedy Programme: 

Sophie Willan, Alma’s Not Normal  
 Reality & Constructed Factual: Gogglebox  
 Supporting Actor: Matthew Macfadyen, 

Succession  
 Scripted Comedy: Motherland  
 Features: Big Zuu’s Big Eats  
 Live Event: The Earthshot Prize 2021 
 Short Form Programme: Our Land 
 Single Drama: Together  
 International: The Underground Railroad  
 Current Affairs: Fearless: The Women Fighting 

Putin  
 Single Documentary: My Childhood, My Country  
 Daytime: The Chase 
 Sport: The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix  
 News Coverage: ITV News At Ten: Storming Of 

The Capitol  
 Specialist Factual: The Missing Children  
 Supporting Actress: Cathy Tyson, Help  
 Entertainment Programme: Ant & Dec’s Saturday 

Night Takeaway  
 
Priyanka Mohite, the first Indian woman to scale 5 
peaks above 8,000 metres 
 
Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra, 
has become the first Indian woman to scale five peaks 
above 8,000 metres after she climbed Mount 
Kanchenjunga. Priyanka hails from Maharashtra's 
Satara. The 30-year-old is a postgraduate in 
biotechnology from Mumbai University and works as 
a research associate in Bengaluru. She's a recipient of 
Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award 2020. In 
April 2021, she had scaled Mt Annapurna (8,091 m), 
the 10th highest mountain peak in the world and had 
become the first Indian woman climber to achieve the 

feat. Priyanka has also climbed the world's highest 
peak Mount Everest (8,849 m) in 2013, Mount Lhotse 
(8,516 m) in 2018, Mount Makalu (8,485 m) and 
Mount Kilimanjaro (5,895 m) in 2016. She is also the 
recipient of the Maharashtra Government's Shiv 
Chhatrapati State award for adventure sports for 2017-
2018.  
 
India chosen as first Country of Honour ever at 
Cannes Film Market 
 
India will be the official Country of Honour at the 
upcoming Marche’ Du Film, organized alongside the 
75th edition of the Cannes Film Festival, in France. It 
is the first time the Marché du Film has an official 
Country of Honour, and this special focus will 
continue annually with different nations in the 
spotlight at future editions. Notably, France and India 
are marking 75 years of their diplomatic ties, and the 
Prime Ministers’ visit to Paris and meeting with 
President Macron takes even more significance in this 
context. It is in this significant diplomatic backdrop 
that India has been chosen as the ‘Country of Honour’ 
at Marche’ Du Film at the Cannes Film Festival. In 
another highlight of India’s participation at this 
edition of the Cannes Film Festival is the World 
Premiere of the Movie “Rocketry” produced by Shri. 
R. Madhavan. India has been given an opportunity to 
pitch 5 selected movies at the “Goes to Cannes 
Section”.  
 
France: 
 Prime minister: Jean Castex 
 Capital: Paris 
 President: Emmanuel Macron 
 Currency: French Franc  
 
'Jai Bhim' wins Best Film at Dadasaheb Phalke 
Int'l Film Festival 
 
Suriya's Jai Bhim scored top honours at the 12th 
Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival 2022. 
While Jai Bhim won the Best Film, Manikandan, who 
played the role of Rasakannu in the film, received the 
Best Supporting Actor award at the film festival. The 
Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival is held 
every year on April 30 to mark the birth anniversary 
of the "Father of Indian cinema." This was founded 
with a mission to celebrate the legacy of Dadasaheb 
Phalke.  
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DPIFF AWARDS 
The Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival is a 
unique platform to honour and encourage the most 
creative Artists, Creators, filmmakers, and to infuse 
life into their career. DPIFF hosts the Most Prestigious 
Award Function to honour and appreciate the 
Entertainment & Film Industry and commemorate 
those deserving storyteller, creative writers, passionate 
filmmakers, and maverick artists who are part of great 
Indian cinema. 
 
Snow Leopard Expert Charudutt Mishra Won the 
Whitley Gold Award 2022 
 
Renowned conservationist and Snow Leopard Expert 
Charudutt Mishra have been honoured with the 
Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN)’s Whitley Gold 
Award 2022 for his work in 12 snow leopard range 
countries including Afghanistan, China and Russia. 
This marks his 2nd Whitley Gold Award, he 
previously won the award in 2005. Princess Royal 
Anne, the WFN Patron, presented the award to 
Charudutt Mishra at the Royal Geographical Society, 
London, the United Kingdom. 
Whitley Gold Award: 
Each year a past Whitley Award winner is selected to 
receive the Whitley Gold Award in recognition of 
their outstanding contribution to conservation. 
Whitley Gold Award winners are international 
advocates for biodiversity with the passion and 
ambition to inspire large-scale change. Whitley Gold 
Award is the most prestigious award of WFN which 
includes a cash reward of 100,000 Pound sterling of 
project funding.  
 
Bangladesh educational charity founder Kishore 
Das selected for Commonwealth Points of Light 
Award 
 
The founder of the educational charity ‘Bidyanando’ 
Kishore Kumar Das from Bangladesh has been chosen 
for the United Kingdom’s Commonwealth Points of 
Light Award for his exceptional work in improving 
access to education for children from marginalised 
backgrounds. UK’s Commonwealth Point of Light 
Awards recognises outstanding individual volunteers 
who are making a change in their community. 
Kishore Kumar Das:  
Kishore Das set up Bidyanando in 2013 with just 22 
students. It now runs five primary schools which 

provide free education as well as academic coaching 
sessions and scholarship programmes to help children 
continue into higher education. Kishore has also 
started a meal programme, ‘Ek takay aahar’ (Meal for 
one Taka), which has provided more than 10,000 
nutritious meals for vulnerable people, particularly 
children and those who are homeless. During the 
Corona pandemic, Bidyanondo ramped up its effort to 
distribute relief across the country. 
 
Red Bull’s Verstappen wins Laureus World 
Sportsman of the Year Award 
 
Red Bull's Max Verstappen has been named the 2022 
Laureus World Sportsman of the Year after winning 
his maiden Formula One world championship last 
season. Verstappen claimed 10 pole positions, 10 race 
victories and finished on the podium a record 18 times 
last season.  
 
The 2022 Laureus World Sports winners are: 
 Sportsman of the Year Award: Max Verstappen 

(Motor racing). 
 Sportswoman of the Year Award: Elaine 

Thompson-Herah (Athletics). 
 World Team of the Year Award: Italy Men’s 

Football Team. 
 Breakthrough of the Year Award: Emma 

Raducanu (Tennis). 
 Comeback of the Year Award: Sky Brown 

(Skateboarding). 
 World Sportsperson of the Year with a Disability 

Award: Marcel Hug 
 (Wheelchair Athletics). 
 World Action Sportsperson of the Year Award: 

Bethany Shriever (BMX). 
 Lifetime Achievement Award: Tom Brady 

(American football). 
 Academy Exceptional Achievement Award: 

Robert Lewandowski. 
 Sporting Icon Award: Valentino Rossi 

(Motorcycle Racing). 
 Sport for Good Award: Lost Boyz Inc (Baseball). 
 Sport for Good Society Award: Real Madrid 

Foundation. 
 Athlete Advocate of the Year Award: Gerald 

Asamoah and the Black 
 Eagles (football). 
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Tokyo Olympian Kamalpreet Kaur provisionally 
suspended after testing positive for banned drug 
 
Olympian discus thrower Kamalpreet Kaur has been 
provisionally suspended by Athletics Integrity Unit 
(AIU) for testing positive for a banned substance. 
Kamalpreet, who was tested on March 29, was 
suspended for the presence/use of the prohibited 
substance stanozolol in her sample, a breach of the 
World Athletics anti-doping rules. Kaur had made it to 
the Tokyo Olympics final, finishing sixth with a throw 
of 63.7m. A provisional suspension is when an athlete 
or other person is suspended temporarily from 
participating in any competition or activity in athletics 
prior to a final decision at a hearing conducted under 
the World Athletics Anti-Doping Rules or the 
Integrity Code of Conduct. Last year, Kamalpreet 
became the first Indian to breach the 65m-mark in the 
discus throw. She has a national record against her 
name which she created with a throw of 66.59m at the 
Indian Grand Prix.  
 
Russian gymnast Kuliak banned for 1 year for 
wearing 'Z' war symbol on chest at World Cup 
 
Russian gymnast Ivan Kuliak has been given a one-
year ban for wearing 'Z' national war symbol on the 
podium at Apparatus World Cup in Qatar in March. 
Kuliak earned bronze in parallel bars final and 
displayed a letter 'Z' taped to his chest as he stood next 
to gold medallist, Ukraine's Illia Kovtun. Mr. Kuliak 
is disqualified from the Doha FIG Apparatus World 
Cup and he will return the bronze medal and the prize 
money of [$500 Swiss franc or the equivalent in US 
dollar. Mr. Kuliak is not allowed to participate in any 
FIG-sanctioned event or competition organized by an 
affiliated FIG member federation for one year as of 
the date of this decision. The International Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG) also noted that if the ban on Russian 
and Belarusian athletes should still be in place one 
year from the start of his ban (2023), that he will face 
an additional six-month ban from whenever those 
measures have been lifted.  
FIG:  
 Formation: 23 July 1881 
 Location: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 President: Morinari Watanabe  

Verstappen wins Spanish GP as Red Bull secure 
one-two finish 
 
Formula One world champion, Max Verstappen won 
the Spanish Grand Prix in a Red Bull to take over at 
the top from Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who retired 
with an engine failure while leading at Circuit de 
Barcelona-Catalunya. Mexican Sergio Perez finished 
second, 13 seconds behind but with the consolation of 
a bonus point for fastest lap, after being told to let his 
teammate pass for a third victory in a row after Imola 
and Miami. Britain’s George Russell came third for a 
revived Mercedes and after going wheel-to-wheel 
with Verstappen early on in a thrilling display of 
defensive driving as they battled for second place 
behind Leclerc. 
 
16-year-old Grandmaster Praggnanandhaa defeats 
world no. 1 Carlsen for 2nd time in 2022 
 
India's 16-year-old Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa 
defeated world number one Magnus Carlsen in the 
fifth round of the Chessable Masters online rapid 
chess tournament. It is R Praggnanandhaa's second 
victory against Carlsen in 2022. He had earlier 
defeated Carlsen in the eighth round of the Airthings 
Masters in February. 
International Chess Federation or World Chess 
Federation:  
 Abbreviation: FIDE 
 Formation: July 20, 1924 
 Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland 
 President: Arkady Dvorkovich  
 
Archery World Cup 2022: Indian men's compound 
team wins successive gold medals 
 
The Indian men's compound archery team won the 
gold medal at the Archery World Cup Stage 2 in 
Gwangju, South Korea. It was their second successive 
World Cup gold medal as the team comprising 
Abhishek Verma, Aman Saini and Rajat Chauhan. 
India came from behind to prevail over France by two 
points in an intense finish to win the gold medal. It 
was a repeat of Stage 1 final as India fought back from 
behind against France to win the gold medal. With a 
near-perfect showing in the 3rd end after a shaky start 

Sports 
 

Sports
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in the first two ends. India defeated France 232-230. 
In the semi-final, India had defeated hosts Korea in a 
thrilling shoot-off. In the last World Cup final at 
Antalya in April, the trio of Abhishek Verma, Aman 
Saini and Rajat Chauhan had beaten France by a 
point.  
 
Women’s World Boxing Champs: Nikhat Zareen 
bags Gold, Manisha Moun, and Parveen win 
Bronze 
 
Indian boxer Nikhat Zareen clinched the gold medal at 
the IBA Women’s World Boxing Championships after 
registering a dominating 5-0 victory in Istanbul. 
Nikhat thrashed Thailand’s Jitpong Jutamas without 
breaking a sweat in the 52kg final. Nikhat became the 
only fifth Indian woman to secure a gold medal at the 
World Boxing Championships after record six-time 
champions Mary Kom, Sarita Devi, Jenny RL, and 
Lekha KC. It was also India’s first gold medal since 
boxing great Mary Kom won it in 2018. Apart from 
Nikhat, two Indian boxers Manisha Moun in 57 kg 
and Parveen Hooda in 63 kg category signed off with 
bronze medals after their semi-finals finish in the 
championships. With this, Indian contingent 
concluded its campaign with three medals at the 
world’s biggest boxing event, which witnessed 
exciting competition in presence of record 310 boxers 
from 73 countries and also marked the 20th 
anniversary of the Women’s World Championships. 
India's overall medal tally in World Women's Boxing 
Championships has gone up to 39, including 10 gold, 
eight silver, and 21 bronze in the 12 editions of the 
prestigious event. 
 
India’s Sift Kaur Samra bags Gold at ISSF Junior 
World Cup in Suhl, Germany 
 
India’s Sift Kaur Samra won the individual women’s 
50m rifle 3 positions (3P) like Prone, the Standing and 
the Kneeling positions, event to take India’s gold 
medal tally to 10 at the ISSF Junior World Cup 2022 
in Suhl, Germany. Sift Kaur Samra beat Norway’s 
Julie Johannessen 17-9 in the final. India’s Ashi 
Chouksey also won bronze in the event. India now has 
a total of 25 medals - 10 gold, 12 silver and three 
bronze - and sit atop the medals table. Italy, the next 
best team, has four gold and three bronze medals. The 
ISSF Junior World Cup will conclude on Thursday. 
 

ISSF Junior World Championships: 
The ISSF Junior World Championship was introduced 
by the International Shooting Sport Federation in 
2017. It covers a variety of both Olympic and non-
Olympic events in rifle, pistol and shotgun, with 
individual and team events. The ISSF defines a 'junior' 
as an athlete under the age of 21 on December 31 of 
the competition year. 
 
Indian men's badminton team creates history, wins 
Thomas Cup for the first time ever 
 
The Indian men's badminton team created history after 
winning Thomas Cup for the first time ever. India 
won the final against defending champions Indonesia. 
Lakshya Sen and Kidambi Srikanth won their singles' 
matches in the final against Anthony Sinisuka Ginting 
and Jonatan Christie, respectively. Meanwhile, 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty won their 
men's doubles clash. Sports Ministry also granted ₹1 
crore cash reward to the Indian men's badminton team 
to acknowledge their historic Thomas Cup win.  
Thomas Cup 
 Founded: 1949 
 Founder: George Alan Thomas 
 No. of teams: 16  
 Countries: BWF member nations 
 Most recent champion: India (1st title) 
 Most titles: Indonesia (14 titles)  
 
Novak Djokovic wins Italian Open, clinches his 
record-extending 38th Masters 1000 title 
 
Novak Djokovic defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas in the 
final of the Italian Open to clinch a record-extending 
38th ATP Masters 1000 title. It is Djokovic's first title 
victory of the year. The Serbian had become the fifth 
man in the Open Era to earn 1,000 singles match wins 
when he defeated Casper Ruud in the semi-finals. It 
was also Novak Djokovic's record-extending 38th 
Masters 1000 victory, which came a day after the Serb 
clinched his 1000th win on the tour, becoming the 5th 
man in the Open Era after Jimmy Connors, Roger 
Federer, Ivan Lendl and Rafa Nadal to do so. 
Italian Open 
 Founded: 1930 
 Location: Rome, Italy 
Current champions (2022) 
 Men's singles: Novak Djokovic 
 Women's singles: Iga Świątek 
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 Men's doubles: Nikola Mektić & Mate Pavić 
 Women's doubles: Veronika Kudermetova & 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova  
 
India to host Street Child Cricket World Cup in 
2023 
 
India will host the Street Child Cricket World Cup in 
2023. Organised by Street Child United and Save the 
Children India, the Street Child Cricket World Cup 
2023 will welcome 22 teams from 16 countries to 
India next year. In 2019, this championship was held 
in London where eight teams competed, and Team 
India South lifted the cup after beating hosts England. 
This event will take place in September ahead of the 
ICC World Cup, and see street children and young 
people take part in a mixed-gender cricket 
tournament. Details on venues will be notified later.  
 
Joe Root steps down as England Test captain 
 
Joe Root has stepped down as the captain of England 
men's Test team. Root was appointed Test captain in 
2017. He led England in 64 Tests. Root is currently 
England's second highest Test run scorer of all time, 
behind only Cook, and has 14 centuries as the team's 
captain. His tally of 5295 runs as skipper is the highest 
by any England captain and puts him fifth in the all-
time list behind Graeme Smith, Alan Border, Ricky 
Ponting and Virat Kohli. Ben Stokes, Root’s vice-
captain, is the early favourite to succeed him as 
captain. 
Note: England won on the boundary count-back rule, 
having scored 26 boundaries to New Zealand's 17 and 
thus became the 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup 
winners for the first time in their history. 
 
England cricket team 
The England cricket team represents England and 
Wales in international cricket. Since 1997, it has been 
governed by the England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB), having been previously governed by 
Marylebone Cricket Club (the MCC) since 
1903.England, as a founding nation, is a Full Member 
of the International Cricket Council (ICC) with Test, 
One Day International (ODI) and Twenty20 
International (T20I) status.  
 One Day captain: Eoin Morgan 
 T20I captain: Eoin Morgan  
 

India's Jyothi Yarraji smashes national record to 
clinch gold medal in 100m hurdles in Cyprus meet 
 
In Cyprus International Athletics Meeting 2022, 
India's Jyothi Yarraji smashed the national record to 
clinch a gold medal in the women's 100m hurdles in 
Limassol. 22-year-old Jyothi clocked 13.23 seconds 
for the top step of the podium, shattering the 20-year-
old national record held by Anuradha Biswal since 
2002. With this, Jyothi also breached the Asian 
Games 2022 qualifying standards of 13.30 seconds. 
Another Indian athlete Lili Das won gold in the 
women's 1500 meter race. While in the men's 200m, 
India's Amlan Borgohain won bronze medal. This 
Cyprus International Meet is a World Athletics 
Continental Tour Challenger category D event.  
 
EA and FIFA to end partnership, FIFA game to be 
called EA Sports FC from 2023 
 
Electronic Arts (EA) and FIFA have announced that 
they are ending their decades-long partnership. FIFA 
will launch new football video games developed by 
third-party studios and publishers. FIFA has granted a 
new short-term extension to EA Sports to launch 
'FIFA 23' this year. Now EA will rebrand EA Sports 
FIFA as EA Sports FC from 2023. Licensing rights 
for the game earn FIFA $150 million annually the 
single biggest commercial earner in its expected $7 
billion total revenue from 2019-2022 though FIFA 
struck a defiant tone in a statement published hours 
after the announcement of losing that income. FIFA 
promised a number of new non-simulation games 
(that) are already under production and will launch 
ahead of the 2022 World Cup that kicks off in Qatar in 
November. 
EA 
 CEO: Andrew Wilson 
 Headquarters: California, United States 
 Founder: Trip Hawkins 
 Founded: 27 May 1982 
 Subsidiaries: EA Sports, DICE, Respawn 

Entertainment, etc.  
 
India’s Abhay Singh wins Archi Factory Open 
squash tournament in France 
 
Unseeded Abhay Singh of India won his first PSA 
tour title, defeating Robin Gadola of Switzerland, 
seeded fifth, in the men’s final of the Archi Factory 
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Open squash tournament at Lorient (France). Abhay 
saved three match-points in the fifth and final game to 
triumph. The 23-year-old had produced the biggest 
upset of the Challenger 5 level tournament when he 
defeated top-seeded Ivan Perez of Spain in three 
games in the second round.  
 
Bhubaneswar to host Indian Grand Prix 3 and 4 
this month 
 
Bhubaneswar will be hosting the Indian Grand Prix 3 
and 4 on May 21 and 24 respectively. The events will 
be hosted by the Odisha government in collaboration 
with the Athletics Federation of India and the Odisha 
Athletics Association. A total of 17 events will be 
held in the two competitions. Notably, Madurai was 
previously the designated venue. 
Athletics Federation of India: 
The Athletics Federation of India is the apex body for 
Athletics in India, and is responsible for conducting 
Competitions in the country, formed in 1943. It was 
earlier called as Amateur Athletic Federation of India. 
It is associated with both Asian Athletics Association 
and World Athletics. Prof. G.D. Sondhi was its first 
President for a short while, resigning on 13 April 
1950.  
 

World no. 10 Jabeur beats Pegula to win 1st WTA 
1000 title in Madrid 
 
Tunisia's Ons Jabeur defeated 12th-seeded Jessica 
Pegula at Madrid Open to win her first WTA 1000 
title. Notably, the 27-year-old became the first Arab 
woman to win a 1000 title. It was world number 10 
Jabeur's 12th clay-court match win, the most among 
players this season. Jabeur won the final in 1 hour 54 
minutes. 
Madrid Open Current champions (2022) 
 Men's singles: Carlos Alcaraz (Spain) 
 Women's singles: Ons Jabeur (Tunisia) 
 Men's doubles: Wesley Koolhof (Netherlands), 

Neal Skupski (United Kingdom) 
 Women's doubles: Gabriela Dabrowski (Canada), 

Giuliana Olmos (Mexico)  
 

Chelsea beat Man Utd to win Women's Super 
League for 3rd time in a row 
 

Chelsea won FA Women's Super League title for the 
third consecutive time after a 4-2 come-from-behind 
win against Manchester United.  Chelsea scored three 
goals after being 2-1 down at half-time. Arsenal beat 

West Ham United 2-0 and finished second on 55 
points, just one behind Chelsea. Manchester City 
secured the final Champions League spot as they 
finished third. 
Chelsea: 
 Full name: Chelsea Football Club 
 Founded: 10 March 1905 
 Owner: Todd Boehly 
 Chairman: Bruce Buck 
 Head coach: Thomas Tuchel  
 
Sports Minister Anurag Thakur launches Logo 
and Mascot for Khelo India 
 
Stressing the preservation of traditional sports, Union 
Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur 
said that five traditional games namely Gatka, 
Kalaripayattu, Thang-Ta, Mallakhamba, and 
Yogasana would be part of the upcoming Khelo India 
Youth Games 2021. The Youth Games and the 
recently concluded University Games under Khelo 
India would definitely inspire youth to go for big 
targets in the future. The 4th Khelo India Youth 
Games is going to be held from 4 June to 13 June. 
Jaya the blackbuck and Vijay the tiger are the mascots 
for Khelo India Youth Games. The name of the 
Mascot for Haryana for Khelo India Youth Games-21 
is Dhakad.  The 'Khelo India Youth Games-2021', will 
be jointly organized by the State Government and 
Sports Authority of India (SAI), Union Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports.  
Haryana 
 Capital: Chandigarh 
 Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya 
 Chief minister: Manohar Lal Khattar  
 
Avinash Sable becomes fastest Indian to run 5,000 
metres, breaks 30-year-old record 
 
Runner Avinash Sable has become the fastest Indian 
to run 5,000 metres. The 27-year-old achieved the feat 
by clocking 13:25.65 at the Sound Running Track 
Meet in the US. He broke the national record set by 
Bahadur Prasad, who had clocked 13:29.70 in June 
1992 at Barcelona Olympics.  
Avinash Sable:  
With the new accolade, Sable holds a national record 
in three separate disciplines. He set the national record 
in half marathon in Delhi in 2020 (time: 1:00.30) and 
in his primary discipline of 3000m steeplechase in 
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Thiruvananthapuram earlier this year. At the Indian 
Grand Prix 2, Sable broke his own national record for 
the eighth time. He clocked 8:16.21 to win a gold 
medal then. Sable has already qualified for the World 
Championships to be held in Eugene, USA from 15 to 
24 July. He won a 3000m steeplechase silver in the 
2019 Asian Championships in Doha.  
 
Asian Games 2022 postponed amid COVID-19 
crisis in China 
 
The Asian Games 2022, which were due to take place 
in China's Hangzhou in September, have been 
postponed indefinitely. This comes as China is 
battling a new wave of COVID-19 driven by the 
Omicron variant. Notably, the host city of Hangzhou 
lies near Shanghai, which has endured a weeks-long 
lockdown as part of China's zero-tolerance approach 
to coronavirus. The 2018 edition of the Asian Games 
were held in Jakarta and Palembang. India had 
finished 8th in the medal table with a total of 69 
medals, including 15 gold medals. India's elite athletes 
will set their sights on the Commonwealth Games in 
the absence of the Asian Games this year. The CWG 
will be held in Birmingham from July 28 to August 8.  
 
24th Deaflympics: India wins two gold and one 
bronze medal on Day 3 
 
At the ongoing 24th Deaflympics at Caxias do Sul in 
Brazil, The Indian contingent began their campaign on 
Day 3 with two golds and one bronze medal. Shooter 
Dhanush Srikanth struck gold in the Men's 10m air 
rifle competition while Shourya Saini bagged a 
bronze, finishing behind Korea's Kim Woo Rim in the 
eight-man final. Dhanush shot 247.5, a finals world 
record score, to emerge triumphant as Kim fell short 
with 246.6, while Shourya finished third with 224.3. 
The Indian badminton team also won gold beating 
Japan 3-1 in the final to make it a double celebration 
for the country. India is currently placed eighth on the 
medals table with two gold and one bronze medal. 
Ukraine tops the standings currently with 19 gold, six 
silver and 13 bronze medals. 
2021 Summer Deaflympics 
The Deaflympics also known as Deaflympiad 
(previously called World Games for the Deaf, and 
International Games for the Deaf) are a periodic series 
of multi-sport events sanctioned by the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) at which Deaf athletes 
compete at an elite level. 
 Host city: Caxias Do Sul, Brazil  
 
18-yr-old Harshada wins India's 1st ever gold at 
junior world weightlifting championships 
 
Harshada Sharad Garud has become the first-ever 
Indian to win a gold medal at the junior world 
weightlifting championships. Competing in 45kg 
category, the 18-year-old lifted a total of 153kg, 
including 70kg in snatch and 83kg in clean and jerk. 
Turkey's Bektas Cansu bagged the silver medal, while 
Moldova's Teodora-Luminita Hincu won the bronze 
medal in the event. The teenager, who had won the 
2020 Khelo India Youth Games under-17 girls' title, 
took up weightlifting six years ago as a 12-year-old on 
the insistence of her father Sharad Garud, who himself 
was a state-level weightlifter. The other Indian in the 
field, Anjali Patel finished fifth overall with a total 
effort of 148kg (67kg+81kg). 
 
Asian Wrestling Championships: Deepak Punia 
wins silver as India finish with 17 medals 
 
The 30-member Indian contingent participated at the 
35th Edition of Asian Wrestling Championships 2022 
held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Indian wrestlers 
secured a total of 17 medals, that includes (1-Gold, 5-
Silver, and 11-Bronze medals). Gold Medalist: Ravi 
Kumar Dahiyais the only Gold medalist representing 
India, in the men’s 57kg freestyle category, beating 
Kazakhstan’s Rakhat Kalzhan on technical 
superiority. Ravi Kumar became the first Indian to 
win 3 Gold medals in Asian Wrestling Championships 
which includes 2020 in New Delhi, India, 2021 in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan and 2022 in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia respectively. 
 
2022 Asian Wrestling Championships Medals 
Table: 
Rank:  Country Total 
1 Japan   21 
2 Iran  15 
3  Kazakhstan  21 
5 India  17 
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Union minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, Launches 
‘BioRRAP’ Portal for Biotech Researchers 
 
In keeping with the ethos of One Nation, One Portal, 
Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh unveiled the Single 
National Portal for Biotech Researchers and Start-ups.  
All those seeking regulatory permission for biological 
research and development activity in the country will 
use BioRRAP. According to the Minister, 
biotechnology has quickly become a viable academic 
and career option for Indian youth. The country 
currently has over 2,700 biotech start-ups and over 
2,500 biotech enterprises in operation. Dr. Jitendra 
Singh, speaking after the portal’s debut, stated that 
India is on track to become a global bio-
manufacturing hub and will rank among the top five 
countries in the world by 2025. He added that the 
Portal will allow stakeholders to view the approvals 
given to a specific application using a unique 
BioRRAP ID. He hailed DBT’s one-of-a-kind 
gateway as a step toward making science and 
scientific research more accessible to Indians, as well 
as making it easier to create businesses. 
 
Indian Startup Skyroot Successfully Tests Kalam-
100 Engine on Vikram-1 Launch Vehicle 
 
Hyderabad-based space startup Skyroot Aerospace 
successfully tested a solid fuel-based engine, Kalam-
100 Engine that would be used in the third stage of the 
launch vehicle called Vikram 1. The company is 
developing a series of three small satellite launch 
vehicles called Vikram 1, Vikram 2, and Vikram 3. 
The Vikram 1 rocket will use four fuel-based stages 
which include 3 solid fuel and one 1 liquid fuel stage 
for the launch. bout Vikram-1 Launch Vehicle, 
Kalam-100 Engine, and Test: A small-lift launch 
vehicle will be capable of putting 225 kg payloads 
into a sun-synchronous polar orbit whose payload 
capacity is very small when compared with ISRO’s 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle which can carry up to 
1,750 kg. Launch vehicle contains four stages, in 
which the third stage contains a solid fuel-based 
engine called Kalam-100 Engine, named after scientist 
and India’s former president Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. 
Testing:  

Test firing ran for 108 seconds and the engine 
produces a peak vacuum thrust of 100kilonewton(kN) 
or 10Tons. Kalam-100 engine is the largest rocket 
stage ever designed, manufactured, and tested 
completely in the Indian private sector. The main 
component of the engine structures consists of the 
high-strength carbon-fiber structure, solid fuel, 
Ethylene-Propylene-Diene terpolymers (EPDM) 
thermal protection system, and carbon ablative nozzle. 
The test was conducted at a facility of one of the 
company's investors Solar Industries India Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. Note: In 2021, Skyroot successfully 
demonstrated the country’s first privately developed 
cryogenic engine, Dhawan-1, which will be the upper 
stage in the Vikram-2 rocket, was completely 3D 
printed using a superalloy, with the process reducing 
the manufacturing time by 95 percent. 
 
NASA and Boeing have sent astronauts to the ISS. 
Starliner spacecraft launched to carry 
 
The Boeing Company and the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) launched the 
Starliner space capsule to carry astronauts to and from 
the International Space Station (ISS) from Space 
Launch Complex-41 at Cape Canaveral Space Force 
Station in Florida, United States (USA). OFT 2 
(Orbital Flight Test-2) was launched. The launch was 
carried out using a United Launch Alliance (ULA) 
Atlas V rocket. The launch is the second unmanned 
flight test of Boeing's Crew Space Transportation 
(CST)-100 Starliner spacecraft for the Commercial 
Crew Program. The CST-100 Starship is scheduled to 
arrive approximately 24 hours later and is planned to 
test multiple docking techniques. NASA has partnered 
with The Boeing Company and Elon Musk's Space 
Exploration Technologies Corp. to build and operate 
vehicles to transport astronauts to and from the space 
station. SpaceX has carried four astronauts to the ISS, 
the last of which was on April 27, 2022, and the fifth 
planned launch is scheduled for September 2022. 
 
China Plans to launch World's First Search For 
Habitable Planets through Space Telescope 
 
Chinese scientists have proposed a project to hunt for 
habitable Earth-like planets outside our solar system 

Science & Technology 
 

Science & Technology
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through a space telescope. This is will be the world's 
first space mission specially designed to search for 
habitable planets in the universe. The proposed project 
will involve surveying the sky through a space-borne 
telescope to hunt for habitable planets 32 light-years 
from Earth. The project is named Closeby Habitable 
Exoplanet Survey (CHES). The project aims to 
discover roughly 50 Earth-like planets or super-
Earths. Super Earths are planets that are up to 10 times 
the mass of Earth. 
Habitable Planet:  
Habitable planet means a planet that is potentially life-
friendly and for that it must be relatively small, rocky 
and orbit in the "habitable zone" of its star, which is 
location where water can exist in liquid form on a 
world's surface. The planet's atmospheric conditions 
and its parent star also play a role in it being tagged as 
habitable or Earth-like.  
 
India successfully test-fires naval anti-ship missile 
 
The Indian Navy successfully test-fired an anti-ship 
missile developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). The missile was 
fired from a Seaking helicopter. The test was 
conducted at the Integrated Test Range (ITR) in 
Odisha's Balasore. The Indian Navy carried out the 
test in association with the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). The test-firing of 
the new missile came over a month after an anti-ship 
version of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile was 
successfully test-fired jointly by the Indian Navy and 
the Andaman and Nicobar Command. Earlier the 
ships - INS Surat and INS Udaygiri - were launched at 
the Mazagon Docks Limited (MDL) in Mumbai. INS 
Surat is the fourth guided-missile destroyer of the 
P15B class, while INS Udaygiri is the second stealth 
frigate of the P17A class.  
 
Dornier India's first Made-in-India aircraft to fly 
commercial 
 
The country's first entirely indigenously made Dornier 
228 aircraft was pressed into service in the northeast 
with Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 
flagging off the maiden flight from Assam's Dibrugarh 
to Arunachal Pradesh's Pasighat. The aircraft, 
manufactured by central PSU Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), took off from Dibrugarh in Assam 
and landed at Pasighat in East Siang district of 

Arunachal Pradesh. The public sector Alliance Air 
had signed an agreement with HAL for leasing two 
Dornier 228 aircraft in February. The airline received 
the two aircraft on April 7. The state-run Alliance Air 
became the country's first commercial airline to fly an 
Indian-made aircraft for civil operations. Till now, 
Dornier 228 planes were used by the armed forces 
only.  
 
Defence Minister launches indigenous Navy 
destroyer warship INS Surat & frigate INS 
Udaygiri 
 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched two 
frontline warships of the Indian Navy – ‘Surat’ and 
‘Udaygiri’ - at Mazagon Docks Limited (MDL), 
Mumbai. INS Surat is the fourth destroyer in Project 
15B which is named after the second-largest 
commercial hub of western India. While INS Udaygiri 
is the third ship under Project 17A Frigates, named 
after the mountain ranges in Andhra Pradesh. Both 
warships have been designed in-house by the 
Directorate of Naval Design (DND) and built at MDL, 
Mumbai. The warships are a “true testament of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat” as approximately 75% of the 
orders for equipment and systems for the warships 
were given to indigenous firms including micro, small 
and medium enterprises.   
Note: 
The Project 15B class of ships are the next-generation 
stealth guided-missile destroyers of the Indian Navy, 
being built at the MDL, which are follow-on class of 
the weapon intensive P15A (Kolkata Class) 
Destroyers. P17A Frigates are warships that are 
follow-on class of the P17 (Shivalik Class) Frigates 
with improved stealth features, advanced weapons 
&sensors and platform management systems.  
 
ISRO successfully carries out static test of 
Gaganyaan rocket's booster 
 
The Indian Space Research Organisation successfully 
completed the static test of a human-rated solid rocket 
booster (HS200) for the Gaganyaan programme at 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in Sriharikota, 
Andhra Pradesh. The HS200 is the human-rated 
version of the S200 rocket booster of satellite launch 
vehicle GSLV Mk III, popularly known as LVM3. 
The design and development of the HS200 booster 
were completed at VSSC, Thiruvananthapuram and 
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propellant casting was completed at SDSC, 
Sriharikota. The S200 motor, which is the first stage 
of the LVM3 launch vehicle intended for launching a 
4,000 kg class satellite to the geosynchronous transfer 
orbit, was configured as a strap-on rocket booster. 
Based on the successful launch pedigree of this launch 
vehicle including the Chandrayaan mission, the 
LVM3 has been identified as the launcher for the 
Gaganyaan mission. The system is indigenously 
designed and developed by ISRO in participation with 
various industries spread across the country. 
What is Gaganyaan? 
Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft 
intended to be the formative spacecraft of the Indian 
Human Spaceflight Programme. The spacecraft is 
being designed to carry three people, and a planned 
upgraded version will be equipped with rendezvous 
and docking capability.  
 
SpaceX launches 53 Starlink satellites, aims to 
launch 53 more 
 
SpaceX launched a rocket carrying 53 satellites for the 
Starlink internet constellation from California. The 
two-stage Falcon 9 rocket lifted off from Vandenberg 
Space Force Base. Reportedly, SpaceX has launched 
over 2,500 Starlink satellites to date. Starlink is a 
space-based system that has been building for years to 
bring internet access to underserved areas of the 
world. Meanwhile, SpaceX has announced that its 
satellite internet service - Starlink - is now available in 
32 countries.  
SpaceX 
 Founder & CEO: Elon Musk 
 Founded: 14 March 2002 
 Headquarters: Hawthorne, California, United 

States 
 Subsidiary: Swarm Technologies  
 
Flow Chemistry Tech Hub opened in Hyderabad 
 
At Dr. Reddy’s Institute of Life Sciences (DRILS), a 
multi-industry-supported Flow Chemistry Technology 
Hub (FCT Hub) has been launched. While 
inaugurating the hub, Jayesh Ranjan, Principal 
Secretary of the Industries and Commerce (I&C) and 
Information Technology (IT), said that this is the first 
of its kind in our country and an enabler for the 
pharma business in India. This hub would usher in a 
paradigm shift in the pharmaceutical sector, including 

current methodologies from R&D through 
manufacturing and migrating to more environmentally 
friendly and sustainable procedures. This hub is a 
groundbreaking endeavour by the Telangana 
government, in collaboration with Dr. Reddy’s 
Laboratories and Laurus Labs, to incorporate and 
promote efficient and sustainable technology in the 
pharmaceutical industry. The FCT Hub houses a 
variety of state-of-the-art flow chemistry equipment to 
provide hands-on training and promote scientific 
capability building, ensuring greater inclusion of flow 
chemistry techniques throughout pharma R&D and 
greater adoption of constant synthesis for active 
pharma ingredients (APIs) manufacturing. Last year, 
the state administration took the lead in bringing 
together numerous collaborators to help the state 
implement the latest flow chemistry technologies. 
This inauguration will help the API and intermediate 
industry take concrete steps toward developing local 
abilities in green manufacturing processes.  
 
Pfizer opens Asia's 1st global drug development 
centre in Chennai 
 
Multinational pharma major Pfizer has set up a global 
drug development centre in Chennai, the first and only 
facility in Asia for the company which will develop 
products for global markets and support the 
company’s manufacturing centres worldwide.The 
centre’s capabilities will include the development of 
both active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) and 
finished dosage forms (FDFs) of differentiated 
products such as complex, value-added formulations, 
controlled-release dosage forms, device-combination 
products, lyophilised injections, powder-fill products, 
and ready-to-use formulations. Pfizer has invested $20 
million (Rs 150 crore) for the 61,000 sq ft research 
and technology centre at the IIT Madras Research 
Park. While this centre will be a part of a network of 
12 global centres set up worldwide, it is the first and 
only one at present being set up by Pfizer in Asia. 
The centre integrates two essential functions under the 
export-oriented undertaking of Pfizer namely 
pharmaceutical sciences (PharmSci) and global 
technology and engineering (GT&E) centre of 
excellence. 
Pfizer 
 CEO: Albert Bourla 
 Headquarters: New York, United States 
 Founded: 1849  
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Oscar-winning Greek composer Vangelis dies at 
the age of 79 

 
 
Greek composer Vangelis, who won Oscars for the 
music of 'Chariots of Fire' and 'Blade Runner', died 
aged 79. The composer had homes in London, Paris 
and Athens. Vangelis was self-taught in music and 
claimed he never learnt to read notes. Over his more 
than 50-year career, Vangelis was renowned for his 
musical experimentation and eclectic influences. He 
won an Oscar in 1982 for his theme for the British 
film Chariots of Fire, and went on to develop the 
scores for a slew of other movies, including Ridley 
Scott’s cult classic Blade Runner, as well as for 
theatre and ballet. In 1980, he contributed music to 
Carl Sagan’s award-winning science documentary 
Cosmos. He wrote music for NASA’s 2001 Mars 
Odyssey and its Juno Jupiter missions, as well as a 
Grammy-nominated album inspired by the Rosetta 
space probe mission in 2016. 
 
Australian Cricket Star Andrew Symonds Dies In 
Car Crash 

 
 
Swashbuckling former all-rounder Andrew Symonds 
has been killed in a car crash, in another tragic blow 
for the sport after the recent deaths of fellow greats 
Shane Warne and Rod Marsh. The 46-year-old, who 
played 26 Tests and 198 one-day internationals for 

Australia from 1998 to 2009, was involved in a single-
car accident. Symonds was also a top-rate fielder and 
was a key part of Australia's back-to-back 50-over 
World Cups triumphs in 2003 and 2007. 
Domestically, he played for Queensland for 17 
seasons, while appearing for Gloucestershire, Kent, 
Lancashire and Surrey in the English County 
Championship and for Deccan Chargers and Mumbai 
Indians in the Indian Premier League. 
 
Australia 
 Capital: Canberra 
 Currency: Australian dollar 
 Prime minister: Scott Morrison  
 
UAE President Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan Dies At 73 

 
 
The United Arab Emirates' President Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan died aged 73. Sheikh Khalifa 
took over as the UAE's second president in November 
2004, succeeding his father as the 16th ruler of Abu 
Dhabi, the richest of the federation's seven emirates. 
He has rarely been seen in public since 2014, when he 
had surgery following a stroke, although he has 
continued to issue rulings. The cause of death was not 
immediately released. The UAE, a former British 
protectorate that was founded in 1971, has gone from 
desert outpost to booming state in its short history, 
fuelled by its oil wealth and Dubai's rise as a trading 
and financial centre. The Arab world's second-biggest 
economy behind Saudi Arabia has also begun to wield 
growing political influence, filling a space ceded by 
traditional powers such as Egypt, Iraq and Syria. The 
country of 10 million also joined military campaigns 
in Libya and Yemen and broke ranks with much of the 
Arab world to establish ties with Israel in 2020.  

Obituary 
 

Obituary
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Veteran Congress leader Pandit Sukh Ram passes 
away at 94 

 
 
Veteran Congress leader and former Union minister 
Pandit Sukh Ram has passed away. He was 94. Sukh 
Ram was the Union Minister of State, 
Communications (Independent Charge) from 1993 to 
1996. He was a member of Lok Sabha from the Mandi 
constituency of Himachal Pradesh. He won the 
Vidhan Sabha elections five times and the Lok Sabha 
elections three times. In 2011, he was sentenced to 
five years of imprisonment for corruption when he 
was Communications Minister in 1996. Sukh Ram 
represented the Mandi Assembly seat from 1963 to 
1984. During his tenure as Animal Husbandry 
minister in Himachal Pradesh, he brought cows from 
Germany which led to the increase in income of the 
state farmers. He was elected to the Lok Sabha in 
1984 and served as a junior minister in the Rajiv 
Gandhi government. Sukh Ram served as minister of 
state for defence production and supplies, planning 
and food and civil supplies.  
 
Independent Ukraine's 1st President Leonid 
Kravchuk dies aged 88 

 
 
Leonid Kravchuk, who served as the first President of 
independent Ukraine, died at the age of 88. A former 
powerful Communist party official, Kravchuk was 
known for his cunning political style, which helped 
him become the first leader of post-Soviet Ukraine but 
did not save him from popular discontent. He lost the 
1994 presidential election to former prime minister 

Leonid Kuchma. In 2020 he returned to politics to try 
to negotiate a settlement as part of a “contact group” 
for the conflict in eastern Ukraine, where Russia-
backed separatists had fought Ukrainian forces since 
2014. 
Ukraine: 
 President: Volodymyr Zelenskyy  
 Capital: Kyiv 
 Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia  
 
Santoor maestro Pandit Shivkumar Sharma passes 
away 

 
 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, Indian music composer 
and santoor player, passes away in Mumbai. He was 
84. He had been suffering from kidney-related issues 
for the last six months and was on dialysis. He passed 
away due to cardiac arrest. Sharma gave santoor, once 
a little known instrument from Jammu and Kashmir, a 
classical status and exalted it along with other, more 
traditional and famous instruments such as sitar and 
sarod. As one half of Shiv-Hari, he composed music 
with flute legend Pt Hari Prasad Chaurasia for an 
array of films such as Silsila, Lamhe and Chandni 
among others. Pandit Shivkumar Sharma received the 
prestigious Padma Shri in 1991, and the Padma 
Vibhushan in 2001. Shivkumar Sharma was born in 
Jammu in 1938, he began learning santoor at the age 
of thirteen. His first public performance was in 
Mumbai in 1955. He has been credited with 
popularising the santoor. Also, Pandit Shivkumar 
Sharma composed the background music for one of 
the scenes in the 1956 film Jhanak Jhanak Payal Baje. 
Four years later, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma recorded 
his first solo album.  
 
Padma Shri Odia Writer Rajat Kumar Kar died  
 
Padma Shri Awardee and an Eminent Odia littérateur, 
Rajat Kumar Kar died in Bhubaneswar, Odisha on 
May 8, 2022. 
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Rajat Kumar Kar: 
Rajat Kumar Kar was born on 2nd October 1934, in 
Mahanga village of Cuttack district, Odisha. He was 
conferred with the Padma Shri award in the year 2021 
for his contribution in the field of Literature and 
Education. As an Orator of Jagannath Culture, for the 
past six decades, he Chronicled the Annual Rath Yatra 
on Television and Radio programmes. He also wrote a 
few books on Lord Jagannath. In 1995, Odisha 
Sangeet Natak Academy awarded him with 'Best-
playwright' award for 1993-94. He holds the record of 
being the oldest and longest active commentator of the 
famous Rath Yatra festival.  
 
Tony Brooks, 1950s Formula 1 Pioneer passed 
away at 90 

 
 
Charles Anthony Standish Brooks, a British racing 
driver who won six Formula One grands prix in the 
1950s and was nicknamed the "Racing Dentist", has 
died aged 90. He was born in United Kingdom in 
1932. 
Formula: 
 Formula 1 or F1 Race is the highest class of 

international racing for open-wheel single-seater 
formula racing cars. 

 A Formula One season consists of a series of 
races, known as Grands Prix. 

 Tony retired from the sport at the age of just 29 
after driving for four teams – BRM, Vanwall, 
Ferrari, and Cooper. 
 

 

Former Meghalaya Chief Minister J.D. Rymbai 
passes away 
 

 
 
The former Chief Minister of Meghalaya, James 
Dringwell Rymbai, died at the age of 88. He was born 
in Meghalaya on October 26th, 1934. The Meghalaya 
Government had declared three days of state 
mourning from April 21st to April 23, 2022, as a mark 
of respect for his sad and sudden demise. He had 
entered into electoral politics in 1982 and contested 
elections to the legislative assembly from the Jirang 
constituency successfully. On June 15, 2006, the 
veteran politician was elected Chief Minister of 
Meghalaya and served until March 2007. 
 
Former President of Kenya Mwai Kibaki Passes 
Away 

 
 
Former president of Kenya, Mwai Kibaki passed away 
at the age of 90. He led the country from 2002 to 
2013. During his rule, more than 1,100 people died in 
bloody ethnic battles after disputed 2007 polls, but to 
prevent such unrest he adopted a new constitution 
with reforms. His rule was ruined by uncontrolled 
corruption and lavish spending on flagship projects 
which increased the country’s debt. 
Kenya: 
 Capital: Nairobi 
 Currency: Shilling 
 President: Uhuru Kenyatta 
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India unanimously elected as new Chair of 
Association of Asian Election Authorities for 2022-
2024 
 
India has been unanimously elected as the new Chair 
of the Association of Asian Election Authorities 
(AAEA) for 2022-2024 at the recently held meeting of 
the Executive Board and General Assembly in Manila, 
Philippines. The Election Commission of India's 
three-member delegation headed by Deputy Election 
Commissioner Nitesh Vyas, along with CEO Manipur 
Rajesh Agrawal and CEO Rajasthan Praveen Gupta, 
attended the Executive Board meeting in Manila. The 
mission of the AAEA is to provide a non-partisan 
forum in the Asian region for sharing experiences and 
best practices among election authorities to discuss 
and act upon ways to promote open and transparent 
elections with the objective of supporting good 
governance and democracy. 
Association of Asian Election Authorities 
This body provides a nonpartisan forum in the Asian 
region for the exchange of information among election 
authorities to discuss and act upon ways to promote 
open and transparent elections with the objective of 
supporting good governance and democracy. 
Chairperson: Sheriiff M. Abas  
 
WEF’s Travel and Tourism Development Index 
2021: India drops to 54th place 
 
India has been ranked the 54th place in the global 
travel and tourism development index 2021. The 
country has come down from 46th position in 2019, 
however, has still remained on top within South Asia. 
Japan has grabbed the top spot in the Travel and 
Tourism Development Index 2021, followed by the 
United States, Spain, France, and Germany. India with 
a score of 4.2 has ranked at 54th position which is 
eight lower than 2019. WEF’s Travel and Tourism 
Development Index 2021 which comprises of 117 
countries has shown that despite of the positive trends, 
the travel and tourism sector is still facing hurdles in 
its recovery. 
Travel and Tourism Development Index 2021: Top 
10 economies on the index 
Rank Economies Score 

1. Japan 5.2 

2. United States 5.2 
3. Spain 5.2 
4. France 5.1 
5. Germany 5.1 
6. Switzerland 5.0 
7. Australia 5.0 
8. United Kingdom 5.0 
9. Singapore 5.0 

10. Italy 4.9 
 
 
Hindujas top 2022 UK Rich List with £28 billion 
fortune, Lakshmi Mittal ranks 6th 
 
Srichand and Gopichand Hinduja and family have 
topped The Sunday Times UK Rich List 2022 with a 
fortune of £28.472 billion. They are followed by Sir 
James Dyson who has a net worth of £23 billion and 
Mumbai-born property investor brothers David and 
Simon Reuben with £22.265 billion wealth. Lakshmi 
Niwas Mittal ranks 6th on the list with £17 billion. 
UK Finance Minister Rishi Sunak and his wife 
Akshata Murty have been included in The Sunday 
Times Rich List of the UK's wealthiest 250 people for 
the first time. The couple has ranked 222nd on the list 
with a combined fortune of £730 million.  
Indians in the top 100 list:  

Rank Name 
Net Worth 

(in 
pounds) 

Source 

1 
Sri and Gopi 
Hinduja and 
family 

28.472 
billion 

Industry & 
Finance 

6 Lakshmi Mittal 
& family 17 billion 

Steel: 
Arcelor 
Mittal 

16 Anil Agarwal 9.2 billion 
Mining: 
Vedanta 
Resources 

39 Mohsin & Zuber 
Issa 4.73 billion 

Fuel 
Distributio
n & 

Miscellaneous Events 
 

Miscellaneous Events
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Supermark
ets 

41 Sri Prakash 
Lohia 4.37 billion Textiles & 

Plastics 

69 Simon, Bobby 
& Robin Arora 2.54 billion 

Discount 
Stores 
B&M 

75 
Kiran 
Mazumdar-
Shaw & family 

2.49 billion 
Pharmaceu
ticals 
Biocon 

99 

Jasminder Singh 
& family: 1.82 
billion: Hotels: 
Edwardian  

1.82 
billion: 

Hotels 
Edwardian  

 
Delhi Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal Resigns 
 
Delhi Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal resigned citing 
personal reasons. He has submitted his resignation to 
the President of India, Ram Nath Kovind who is 
currently on a state visit to Saint Vincent and 
Grenadines. Anil Baijal had been appointed as Delhi 
Lt Governor on December 31, 2016 after the abrupt 
resignation of his predecessor Najeeb Jung. The 
retired civil servant's five-year term ended in 2021 but 
he was granted an extension.  
Delhi: 
 Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 
 Deputy Chief Minister: Manish Sisodia  
 
3 more top Twitter employees leave ahead of Elon 
Musk's takeover 
 
Twitter Inc. is losing three more senior employees, 
including two vice presidents, a reflection of the 
uncertainty inside the social media company as 
staffers wait for Elon Musk’s $44 billion acquisition 
to close. Ilya Brown, a VP of product management; 
Katrina Lane, VP of Twitter Service; and Max 
Schmeiser, head of data science, are all leaving the 
company. All three chose to exit on their own. Earlier, 
Twitter Chief Executive Officer Parag Agrawal fired 
two top executives. Twitter employees are in a state of 
limbo as the San Francisco-based company waits for 
Musk, the billionaire CEO of Tesla Inc., to finalize his 
deal to take the social network private for $54.20 a 
share. 

Twitter 
 CEO: Parag Agrawal 
 Founded: 21 March 2006 
 Headquarters: San Francisco, California, United 

States 
 Founders: Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, Evan 

Williams, Noah Glass 
 Subsidiaries: Twitter France SAS, Twitter Asia 

Pacific Pte. Ltd., etc. 
 
List of 10 highest-paid sportspersons released by 
Forbes 
 
Lionel Messi was the world's highest-paid athlete over 
the last year, according to the annual Forbes list 
released that had the Paris Saint-Germain forward 
ahead of the NBA's LeBron James and Manchester 
United's Cristiano Ronaldo. Messi earned $130 
million, a figure which includes $55 million of 
endorsements, during the 12-month period ended May 
1, 2022, to sit atop the list of the 10 highest-paid 
athletes a year after finishing second to Irish MMA 
fighter Conor McGregor.Los Angeles Lakers forward 
James was next on the list after bringing home a 
combined $121 million, shattering the $96.5 million 
record for an NBA player that he set last year, while 
Portugal captain Ronaldo earned $115 million to sit 
third. Brazilian soccer player Neymar ($95 million) 
and three-time NBA champion Stephen Curry ($92.8 
million) of the Golden State Warriors rounded out the 
top five. NBA player Kevin Durant ($92 million) was 
sixth while Swiss tennis great Roger Federer, who 
played five tournaments in 2021 before a knee 
operation curtailed his season, was seventh with total 
earnings of $90.7 million. The final three spots on the 
list went to Mexican boxer Canelo Alvarez ($90 
million), seven-time Super Bowl champion Tom 
Brady ($83.9 million) and reigning NBA Finals Most 
Valuable Player Giannis Antetokounmpo ($80.9 
million).  
 
Saudi Aramco dethrones Apple as world's most 
valuable company 
 
World's biggest crude exporter Saudi Aramco has 
overtaken Apple as the world's most valuable 
company. The Saudi state-run oil company's market 
cap rose to $2.43 trillion after its shares surged due to 
higher oil prices. Meanwhile, Apple's market 
capitalisation fell to $2.37 trillion after its share price 
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tanked 5.2% on the same day. The kingdom, one of 
the world's top crude exporters, has been under 
pressure to raise output as Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine and subsequent sanctions against Moscow 
have roiled global energy markets. 
 
Saudi Aramco 
Saudi Aramco, officially the Saudi Arabian Oil 
Company, is a Saudi Arabian public petroleum and 
natural gas company based in Dhahran.  
 CEO: Amin H. Nasser 
 Headquarters: Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 
 Founded: 1933 
 Subsidiaries: SABIC, etc.  
 
 
Adani Wilmar beats HUL to become the largest 
FMCG company in India 
 
Adani Wilmar Limited became the largest Fast 
Moving Consumer Goods Company (FMCG) in India 
beating Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL), after the 
announcement of its Quarter Four results for the 
financial year 2022 (Q4FY2022). AWL has reported 
total operating revenue of Rs 54,214 crore in the 
Financial Year 2022 whereas HUL reported a revenue 
of Rs 51,468 crore in the Financial Year (FY) 2021-
22. In Q4FY22 (January-March 2022), the AWL has 
seen a 40 per cent jump in revenue from operations to 
Rs 14,960 despite a 26 per cent i.e., Rs 234.29 crore 
hit in net profit in the same period. 
 
Adani Group: 
 Founded: 1988 
 Headquarters: Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
 Chairman: Gautam Adani 
 Managing Director: Rajesh Adani  
 
L&T lnfotech CEO quits citing personal reasons as 
Mindtree merger announced 
 
Larsen & Toubro lnfotech said that its CEO and 
Managing Director Sanjay Jalona has resigned from 
his position due to personal reasons. The development 
comes after L&T lnfotech announced its board has 

approved its merger with Mindtree. For now, the 
companies will continue to function independently. A 
Steering Committee will be constituted to oversee the 
transition till the merger process is complete. The 
name of the combined entity will be "LTIMindtree". 
Larsen & Toubro lnfotech:  
 Founded: 23 December 1996 
 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 
 Chairman: A. M. Naik 
 Vice-chairman: S. N. Subrahmanyan  
 
Future Retail MD Rakesh Biyani steps down, 
Company Secretary resigns 
 
Future Retail Managing Director Rakesh Biyani has 
stepped down while officials, including the company 
secretary of the debt-ridden firm, have tendered 
resignations. Rakesh Biyani who was re-appointed as 
Managing Director for a period of three years 
effective May 2, 2019, his term of office as Managing 
Director got completed on 01st May, 2022. As he has 
not sought reappointment, his appointment as 
Managing Director of the Company ceased to be 
effective with effect from 2nd May, 2022. FRL's 
Company Secretary Virendra Samani has also 
tendered his resignation from the post to pursue other 
opportunities outside the organisation. Besides, Gagan 
Singh, an Independent Director of FRL has also 
ceased to be a director on completion of her term on 
29th April, 2022. Note: The Future Group flagship 
firm is facing an insolvency petition by its lenders 
before the National Company Law Tribunal. 
 
Background: 
FRL was part of 19 companies, which were supposed 
to be transferred to Reliance Retail as part of a 24,713 
crore deal announced in August 2020 to sell its retail, 
wholesale, logistics and warehousing assets. The deal 
has now been called off by the billionaire Mukesh 
Ambani led Reliance Industries Ltd last month after 
the creditors of the listed entities voted against it. The 
deal was also opposed by e-commerce giant Amazon, 
which in 2019, had picked up a 49 per cent stake in 
Future Coupons Pvt Ltd (FCPL), a promoter firm of 
FRL.  
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EX Bongosagar 

 
The third edition of Indian Navy (IN) – Bangladesh 
Navy (BN) Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ 
commenced at Port Mongla, Bangladesh. The Harbour 
Phase of exercise is scheduled from 24-25 May which 
will be followed by a Sea Phase in the Northern Bay 
of Bengal from 26-27 May. Exercise Bongosagar is 
aimed at developing a high degree of interoperability 
and joint operational skills through the conduct of a 
wide spectrum of maritime exercises and operations 
between the two navies. Indian Naval Ships Kora, an 
indigenously built Guided Missile Corvette, and 
Sumedha, an indigenously built Offshore Patrol 
Vessel are participating in the Exercise. Bangladesh 
Navy is being represented by BNS Abu Ubaidah and 
Ali Haider, both Guided Missile Frigates. The harbour 
phase of the exercise includes professional and social 
interactions, and friendly sporting fixtures, in addition 
to the tactical level planning discussions on the 
conduct of the exercises at sea. The sea phase of the 
exercise would facilitate ships from both the navies to 
participate in intensive surface warfare drills, weapon 
firing drills, seamanship evolutions and coordinated 
air operations in a tactical scenario. 
 
IN-BN CORPAT 

 
The fourth edition of the Indian Navy-Bangladesh 
Navy Coordinated Patrol CORPAT commenced in the 
Northern Bay of Bengal. Indian Navy and Bangladesh 

Navy units will undertake joint patrolling along the 
International Maritime Boundary Line IMBL. The last 
IN-BN CORPAT was conducted in October 2020. 
Two indigenously built IN Ships - Kora, a guided-
missile corvette and Sumedha, an offshore patrol 
vessel are participating in the exercise along with 
Bangladesh Navy Ships BNS Ali Haider and BNS 
Abu Ubaidah. In addition, Maritime Patrol Aircraft of 
both navies would also be participating in the 
Coordinated Patrol.The regular conduct of CORPATs 
has strengthened mutual understanding and enhanced 
interoperability between both the navies in countering 
transnational maritime threats at sea. 
 
CCDCOE 

 
The Tallinn, Estonia NATO Cooperative Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence, abbreviated as 
CCDCOE, is organising the Locked Shields 2022, the 
largest and most complex annual international live-
fire cyber defence exercise in the world. This year’s 
exercise has particular importance as it takes place 
amid the rising threat of cyber-attacks since the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Cyber experts practise 
the protection of national civilian and military IT 
systems and critical infrastructure in a large-scale 
cyber-attack. It is conducted under conditions of 
intense pressure, with teams countering a series of 
sophisticated cyberattacks. The exercise provides an 
opportunity to practice cooperation in a crisis situation 
between both civilian and military units, as well as 
public and private sectors, as in the event of a large-
scale cyber-attack these tactical and strategic decision-
makers must work together. The exercise is organised 
by the CCDCOE in cooperation with NATO, 
Siemens, Microsoft, Tallinn University of Technology 
and other partners. The NATO Cooperative Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence is a NATO-accredited 
cyber defence hub that supports the alliance’s member 
nations and the alliance itself with cyber defence 
expertise.  

Defence Exercise of the month  
 

Defence Exercise of the Month
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Day Observed/Celebrated As Motto/Importance 

Jun-01 World Milk Day To recognize the importance of milk as a global food 

Jun-03 World Bicycle Day In 2018, the United Nations General Assembly decided this day to 
acknowledge the uniqueness, longevity and versatility of the bicycle. 

Jun-04 International Day of Innocent 
Children Victims of 
Aggression 

To pay tribute to the victims of Lebanon War in 1982. 

Jun-05 World Environment Day Only One Earth 

3rd 
Sunday 
of June 

Father’s Day To recognize the contribution that fathers and father figures make to 
the lives of their children 

Jun-07 World Food Safety Day Safer food, better health 

Jun-08 World Ocean Day Revitalization: Collective Action for the Ocean 

Jun-08 World Brain Tumour Day To mark the commemoration of this day by German Brain Tumour 
Association in 2000 

Jun-12 Anti-Child Labor Day In 2002, the International Labour Organization (ILO) launched this 
day to bring attention and join efforts to fight against child labour. 

Jun-14 World Blood Donor Day Give blood and keep the world beating 

Jun-15 Global Wind Day To make people aware about the wind energy, its uses, power and 
the possibilities to change the world. 

Jun-20 World Refugee Day To increase awareness among the people by sharing the experiences 
of refugees and their stories. 

Jun-21 International day of yoga On summer solstice India's first yogi (Adi Yogi), is said to have 
begun imparting the knowledge of yoga to the rest of mankind on 
this day. 

Jun-21 World Music Day To promote peace and spread goodwill through music. 

Jun-26 International Day against 
Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking 

To raise awareness to fight against substance abuse as well as the 
unlawful trade of drugs 

  

Important Days of the Month 
 

Important Days of the Month
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